


PREFACE.

Tne translator, in publishing the follotving expose
of general Filisola, in the English language, has bad in
view no other object than the satisfaction he thought it
would give his fellow-citizens of Texas, and the friends
of freedom throughout the world, to see an acknawledg-
ment, by their own commander-in-chief, of the ineffi-
~ ciency of an army, composed at the commencement of
the campaign, of nearly 8,000 men, and their total
defeat, by so small a band as that which fought at San

Jacinto.

It will forcibly strike every one, on reading the
following account of the situation of the Mexicans after
Santa Anna’s defeat, that their entire army was in the
power of the Texians, and, as they may be condemned
for not following up that victory, a few words here, in
justification. of their conduct, it is hoped, will not be
~ deemcd impertinent or intrusive. =
Nearly the same expressions made use of by Fﬂi"_ .
~ sola, may be here repeated in their vindication: the
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men, by incessant marches and countermarches, had
worn their clothing to rags—the want of provisions,
and every necessary to perform a journey, and the acci-
dent of their own commander, who was seriously
wounded in the action, made them pause to reflect,
which gave time for the capture of Santa Anna, who
was overtaken and made prisoner the day after the bat-
tle, and having commenced negotiations with him, it
was considered expedient, for the welfare of the coun-
try, that no more blood should be shed. It is due,
however, to the individuals who composed the victori-
ous armyyta state, that they were, almost to a man,
desirous of crossing the river Brazos, in order to attack
the main force of the Mexicans, and that they were not
restrained by the fear of consequences to themselves.—
Peace was offered, and their first thoughts were natu-
rally of their wives and children. It has been asserted
in some of the newspapers of our mother country, that
the soldiers of the army of San Jacinto, were princi-
pally volunteers from the United States—this is an error,
not to call it by a harsher name, for it is believed to
have been propagated by the enemies of Texas. More
than three fourths of that army were native Texians,
and should any doubt the truth of this, I refer tl?em
not only to the printed list of the names of the so!dlers
~ and officers in that battle, but also to the observation of
~ Filisola, page 10, wherein he states, that after the mas- =
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sacre of Fannin, and his gallant associates, most of -
real colonists still ¢ remained untouched.” When the
army was on the Colorado, it consisted of at least 1,200
men, mostly colonists or native Texians: but when the
commander-in-chief, general Houston, thought it advi-
sable to retire towards the Trinity, they were obliged
to place their wives and children in safety, and the
assassination of the brave vohinteers, did not in the
least intimidate the Texians, who returned with all pos-
sible despatch to the ranks, to revenge their unfortu-
nate friends, whose manes may be in.some manner
appeased, by the sacrifice of more than an equal num-
ber of their enemies, and by the sufferings of those
who survived; so vividly depicted in the account given
by Filisola to his government. .

General Filisola viewed Texas with the eyes of a
soldier, and a farmer must not be guided by his account
of the country. He calls the largest portion of it mud.
This mud, so fatal to him, and to his troops, is a rich
mould of decomposed vegetable matter, which will com-
pare, in fertility, with the best soil of the United States,
and has an advantage which heretofore has not been
generally known—that is, it serves as a clog to the impe-
tuosity of the valiant Mexicans, whenever they may again
attempt to invade a country, Which they never imfact

~ possessed, and which has been rendered valuable by the
~ courage of those Texians who “have beel.l accused of







REPRESENTATION, &c.

i

ExceELLENT SiR;— -
- Vicente Filisola, general of division,
with the respect due to the supreme government, has the honor

to address himself to your excellency, in order to expose to you

frankly and simply, his military conduct, as gene-
ral-in-chief of the army of operations fist Texas. The sur-
prise and mortification which I have suffered, are caused, sir, by
the purity and rectitude of my intentions, and proportionate to
the slanders which have been uttered against me, some from
error, others false and malicious, and others propagated with
little examination and some levity, OCcaaionaLlf in various official
communications, occasionally in the journal of the supreme
vernment, especially in the official article of the 15th of last
g:.:ly. If my self estcem were only wounded by such slanders,
if I were only accused of ignorance or of weakness, perha
carried to excess for considerations due te the first general of the
republic, prisoner amongst his enemies, and to more g:l:!an gixX
hundred Mexicans, I would consummate my sacrifice with silence,
and the sacrifice I would estimate for a very small one; but no
object, however great it may be, ean exact the sacrifice of honor,
and much less when this honor does not belo::gato mequln-
sively, because mine is identified with that of army, which

certainly has not judged me unworthy of commanding it, nor |

= has thought proper to stain its well acquired reputation by

- retreating wi mea)Themfnre,Iinthilmnerapwmw

ik
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your Excellency, and before the whole nation, not only to ex
pate myself, but to ask justice against detraction and intri
cabal and insidious measures, and also to refute the injur
expressions with which my conduct has been disapproved, at the
same time that 1 am threatened with a trial; because if this trial
is to take place, as 1 desire, and is proper for me, the punishment
ought not to come before it, and there is none greater than that

already inflicted in the manner of presenting mc to the repub-

lic in official accounts and circulars, which appeared as intended

to discharge on me all the weight of unfortunate results, which

have different causes, and to make the idea popular that 1 alone

had the power, and did not wish to repair the great losses of an

unlucky combat. My silence under such circumstances would

be an injustice which I should do to myself, an offence equally

unjust to the army, and an assent to the trifling consideration

which the dignity of my employment has obtained.

It is not therefore the spirit of retaliation which guides my
pen, nor will I say more than what is strictly necessary for my
own justification; neither shall the bitterness of the expressions
made use of against me be an arm of defence; but the truth
which is due to the government, the truth which your Excellency
ought to know, shall not be sacrificed to considerations of the
moment, because circumstances pass, and truth belongs to all
times, and is the property of private and public morality. This
truth ought to be spoken under present circumstances, because
to-day the men who can confirm it or give me the lie, are in
existence, and some time hence it will neither have the same
force nor the same merit; some time hence it would be a pro-
blem, which to day can be resolved. Permit me then, your
Excellency, to beg in its justification, that this truth may not
be charged to me as crime, less to passion, ‘and much less to
political imprudence, when the necessity exists for speaking it,
taking for granted that althougl 1 endeavored to explain myself,
my communications of 28th / pril, 14th and 3lst May, (docu-
ments, Nos. 1,2, and 3) were not anderstood as I wished them to
be understood: without entering into the painful details of the
present, and under circumstances in which my communications
could be taken by the enemy,'l ought not to have explained.

After them, I will solicit whatis in justice due to me, and 1
will'expose the articles of accusation accumulated against me,

refuting them entirely.

I the official communication referred to, il is suppesed,

First, that the unexpected defeat of the division of the vanguard
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commanded by the president general, and his unfortunate

ture, introduced such a derangement, that the army made a
rogade movement, in which their conquests were successively
lost, without the enemy daring to show his force before a force
which was superior to him, and which, in a new encounter,
would have been able to insure victory on its side. Second:that
l.blmdly obeyed the orders of the president general, extorted b

violence. Third: that it will always be strange and re rehenl
bie, that I should then occupy mysclf in nothing else but a re-
trcat, which the enemies would mistake for a ﬂgight. Fourth:
but that which cannot be known without exciting the most pro-
found indignation, is, that Ishould have consented to treaties ex-
torted from the head of the nation by threats of death. Fifth:
that it is a shame that I should have retired without venturing

another action; and gredter shame that I should have given the

name of government to the principal usurpersand rebgls of Texas.
From the letter of the minister of war to general Urrea
dated 3lst May, I am aware that this general pretended to the
minister, in his letter or secret information of the 1lth of the
samec month, to have performed the following services, First,
that he covered the rear-guard of the army in itsre
movement from the right bank of the river Brazos to the Colo-
‘vady. Second: that a%tErwards placing bimself in the vanguard,
he facilitated with his well-timed. operations the passin of the
]ast mentioned river. Fhird: that he saved4the arti erF ourth:
that he was opposed to the retreat of the army. ifth: that
‘there was a probability that in consequence of his measures in
2 short time his Excellency the president and general-in-chief
would obtain his liberty, and embark in Galveston for the
shores of Vera Cruz. Sixth: that when I at that time thouﬂ:
of retreating, he had opposed it. And in the letter of thi
same general directed to me and inserted in a letter to the same
minister under date of 1st June last, these other suppositions are
found. First: that in Guadalupe Victoria, before commencing
his match to Matamoras, he held a long conversation with me,
and thought he left me convinced how urgent it was, not to
leave unprotected the line from.Bexar, Goliad and Copano, be-
fore receiving orders from the supreme government. Second:
that the enemy beatcn on as many occasions as they dared to
show their face, their principal ﬁ_)rtresses. lost, and obliged to
abandon theirhomes, &c. only obtained their safety by a suspen-
sion of hostilities.  Third: that the army of operations having

concentrated more than feur thousand men, and having theircon-




quests protected, gave an example of pusillanimi - §
king another movement to attml::lt fortul:le to 1hn:;i:i:tm
inform itself of the fate of the principal chief, assemble the dis-
persed &c. &c., and in abandoning their positions and commen-
cing a retreat, which Mr. Urrea, speaking with the frankncss of
a soldier, cannot call any thing else but a shameful flight, from
which has resulted the want of order which, excepting the divis-
ion that he had the honor to command, prevails in a great part
of the army. Fourth: that I recogni the rebels o% Texas as
a legitimate government, and that the relations which I had
commenced with them tended to grant them what the nation
has always been opposed to. Fifth: that he disapproved of the
retreat which the army commenced from the right bank of the
river Brazos, and that he was obliged to do so only because m
orders were sent to the force situated in Columbia to unite 'nti
me without waiting for his, which left his rear-guard ex 5
and with oMly four-hundred men in Brazoria. Sixth; that his
Excellency the president is to-day a prisoner to our shame, wheo
perhaps calculated that in our discretion we would do the con-
trary to what he ordered, and he continues with a multitude of
reflections which have no other object than to constitute me the
ridicule of the nation,exciting against me at the same time their
indignation and contempt, and making himself known as the-
only ::Jp%ort of the nationil honor and rights. In the letter of
gene ital Fernandez datcd 2nd June, it is said that I had
approved the treaty which his Excellency the president general
had concluded with the rebels of Texas, in which the territory of
the republic is dismembered. In the letter.from the secretary
of state, that in all this business I had lost sight of my duty and
honor; and in fine, the official article concludes, that the su-
preme government will make me responsible to the laws in the
manner as is prescribed in them, leaving ouly to them my vindi-
cation or chastisement. _

~ Never, your Excellency, in m life had 1 cqmmenced a mil-
itdry operation with more good wi and enthusiasm, than I was
animated with, in the campaign of Texas. I place as witnesses
of this assertion as many individuals as have seen my exertions
for the public service, from San Luis to Laredo, thence to Mon-
clova, from that city to the river Brazos, and from its bani! to
the encampment at Chiltipin, where I met the order to deliver
the command to Mr. Urrea, exceeding not only the fulfilment of
the duties of my situation, but even the duties and fatigues of
the lowest soldier in the army, and have been an example of
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in the army, because that which does not exist cannot be de
troyed. 1 will now howevermention what was done, and not t
which could or ought to have been done. _

After the taking ofgthe enclosure of the Alamo, which hap-
pened on the 6th March, and the insignificant advantage of th
death of Dr. Grant, with twenty adventurers and three Mexi-
cans who accompanied him, which took place on the 2nd day
of the same month, and of which we were advised in Bexar on
the 7th, thec president gemeral-in-chief then supposed that the
encmy would not again {)resent themselves, and that in conse-
quence the war was concluded. :

From this false impression, and from the contempt which
‘from that time he conceived for the enemy, have emanated the
misfortunes which we have since suffered, and which we shall
still expericnce should we proceed with the same indiscretion as
until now, in an affair which requires at the same time firmness,
much circumspection and consideration.

With that idea, the president supposed that nothing re-
mained to be done but to go on giving directions to the different
generals and corps in the manner he intended to take possession
of Texas: in consequence, on the 11th he made generals Sesma
and Woll march in order to occupy San Felipe de Austin, and
afterwards to continue on to Harrisburg and Anahuaec with the
battalions of Aldama, Matamoras and Toluca; fifty dragoons
from the regiment Dolores, two six-pounders and rations for
eight days; this scction forming an entire force of 725 men.
Recollect, that always when rations aré mentioned, that the
ration of biscuit or corn-bread, his Excellency wishedy that after
leaving Monclova should ouly consist of half a pound, that is to
say, of one half of the weight which the by-law on the subject
prescribes, that only one rial (124 cents,) should be allowed for
the maintenance of each soldier per diem, and tbhat the o_ﬁcers
should provide themselves with provisions, as the could without
any thing more than their pay, eaving them entitd to recover
the rations of campaign when it could be given to them. :

This same day he ordered Colonel John Morales to set out
for Goliad with the hatmlio:‘zi: San Lms"t and ‘}llxm;.n::, ﬁ::_n:

lve-pounder, one eight-pounder, one mortar and rations
:bzth:pe:nd on an:conntg of la:.tlwric:t: received from Mr. Sesma, Ehllt
the enemy appeared disposed to defend the pass of the rver
Colorado with 1,200 men, and having been informed b general
Urreca from San Patricio, thathe was going from that m _
liad, where, it was said the enemy were fortificd, and had
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that they would resist mth ﬁ.vo'. hundred infantry and fourtcen
pieces of ‘artillery, of various calibre, on the l'gtha“he ordered
general Tolsa to march to reinforce Mr. Sesma with the battal-

ions of Guerrero, lst battalion regular militia of Mexico, anc
40 dragoons from Tampico: and he sént colonel Cayetano M‘:f-

toya to reinforce Mr. Urrea with the regular miliia from
Villas and Queretaro, and a twelve-pg:mder; all these tl.:‘:;
carrying rations for a month.

Even atthat time his Excellency had thought it advisable to
order general Gaona to Nacogdeches with the battalion of Mor-
elos, and militia of Guanaxuato; and he was more confirmed in
this movement by the information sent him by Mr. Urrea, th?

the enemy, having abandoned the post of Goliad, were overtaker
on the road to Guadalupe Victoria, at a place called Encin
del Perdide, where they had capitulated, and were prisoners in
his possession, with all the artillery that they had, and in conse-
quence, the said Mr. Gaona marched for Nacogdoches with the
two battalions already mentioned, two four-pounders, 20 frontier
dragoons, 50 convicts, and rations for forty days, on the 24th;
the whole mumber of men of this section including the said,
convicts being 725. ’

~ If the taking of the Alamo and the trifling advantage ob-
tained by Mr. Urrea, in the death of Dr. Grant, caused the gen-
eralin-chief to believe that the war was already terminated, this
last victory convinced .him that now his presencein Texas wasno
longer necessary and that he oughttoreturnto the capital of Mexi-
co, going by sea from Copanoor Matagorda to Tampico,and thence
by land to San lLuis, &c., leaving to me the command under his
instructions, of all thatshould remain to be done. With this in-
tention he ordered general Urrea on the 25th to scour all the
points on the coast, from Guadalupe Victoria to Galveston, with
the understanding that bis left wing was protected by the section
of Mr. Sesma, and that under his most strict responsibilit{, he
should fulfit the orders of the government, shooting al theld
Prigone“; and as regards those ln.tely made, that he should orde:
the commandant of Goliad to execute them; these being the
same instractions given to Gaona and Sesma with respect to all
found with arms in their hands, and to force those who had not
taken up arms to lcave the country. It was also _made known
by the general order of the day, thatthe whole brigade of cav-
alry under the orders of John Joseph Andrade, and all the uten-
sils and property that had remained, which be!opged tothe reg-
ular battalions of Guerrero, Matamoras and Ximenez, that of
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the regular militia from Queretaro, and st battalion of
all the pieces of artillery which existed in the general
and that had bcen brought from Mexico, and the thirty-twe
ons, belonging to Joseph Lembardero & Co.,shoeuld be got ready
to leave on the lst April for San Luis Potosi, on account of the
expenses increasing, according to the contract made respecting

them. :
G\ It is very proper here, your Excellency, to observe to
that the enemies slain in ,t)l;e taking of th{:’ Alamo, as weﬂo::

those who perished in the various encounters of Mr. Urrea, were

adventurers, all of whom had arrived from New Orleans after

the taking of Bexar by the colonists, with the exception of

hirty inhabitants from the town of Gonzales, who arrived as a

inforcement to Travis the day before the assault, and of some

officers; and that in consequence the forces of the real colonists
or inhabitants of Texas remained still untouched.

None of the measures adopted up to this time had accorded
with my views, and on various occasions I had endeavored to
insinuate my opinion to his Excellency on the subject, but with-
out effect, for he would not listen to anything that was not con-
sonant to his own ideas; and these appeared to me of the most
dangerous tendency. As his Excellency had, or appeared to
have a great regard for what Col. Almonte represented to him,
I went in search of this person, requested him to take me to his

uarters, and there to have the goodness to show me the map of

exas, as he did; upon this, I made him as many observations
as occurred to me in dissapproval of his Excellency’s conduct up
to that time, and I most earnesily entrcated him to make it thus
known to him, and to receive that manifestation as a formal pro-
test in discharge of my responsibility to the country for every
reverse, emanating from these measures, that should befall us in
our military operations; because m opinion was, that after
leaving garrisons in Bexar, Goliad an Copano, we should march
in a body until we had beaten the main body of the enemy,
forcing them to leave the country, or to confine themselves to
the island of Galveston; without leaving on this a'cc?nnt unpro-
tected the passes of the rivers w.hic.h.should remain in ou::;gmr.
This step, supported by a very judicious and proper ma Com
tion e by general Sesma from the right bank of the river &1 lo-
rado, dated the 15th, resulted in his ordering the cavalry, Plckl-
ets, deposits, &zc. to suspend their march, got in readiness as 1
observed for San Luis; in his also ordering by an express, Sem"-‘l-

Gaona on the 25th, that after pauing,tbe‘.Colondo at the tmm

s e A
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of Bastrop, he should lnlrch e L
general Jl"rea todo the um:ci:ﬁrmm s:.;;.,F"lb‘ de Austin; and
atlmn:ln, determining to conclude in person religcs
ing military operations, as he thought; porhave, be el
carryilng to extreme the maxim o m'»l:ln= b'p'"hh it
miom to disscussion, and relyi onmhi]:c . Enilimtu'y
which on other occasions had gi yel: im fortu o:earm.m
not with patience hear an opinion cont m ton;i!
29th, ail!l consequence, the lfnttalion notl'. ' r:'w:;d ?[:::h;'
Guadalaxara marched wi ioht. o
ery, a howitzer, and rat::nt:]f:::enf:r T;dm’a:: ori "
nel Amat, in the direction of Gonzales: fo T:; b bt
MR wilth b sl es; for whic place his Excel-
5% e socond dayzs ; m‘Y' L with him, set out on the 3lst.
Mr. Sesma, in which he ady" : :'hevcmved B g o
ready crossed the Cohrad:lsl‘:ut t:qttp:t tg{h! maide e gb;datﬂh
;.:lc oR account lt:f the ;'aiﬂs and that th: mnve.:nhzg .
very scarce, the trans i
nition, &c- to the o el .idé";fl‘;ghii‘f i e
:strﬁ:ll:it’es;:u]:i ::.i::xkiited nothing to basten an operation attend-
The 2d of April. we arrived at Go'nzalet- the river
.'sra;‘ollgn, and it v::_.l hﬂm to copstruct a raft to ass it, ;,e“
e impafience is Excell did not agmi :
the 3d ﬁe detcermined to co:t:":fe onntoo the é:{oizdag, a'ltll‘: his
stafl and a picket of cavalry, to join Mr. Sesma; lcaﬁ.,Wlto e
the charge of the operation of passing the river. " On theg &hn];ee
arrived at a place on the Colorado called Paso del Atascosito,
and on the 6th he continued with the division of Messrs. Sesma
and Tolsa to San Felipe, where he arrived on the 7th, havin
left Mr. Woll at said Atascosito with a battalion and a picket of
cavalry, with the object of constructing a raft to be enabled to
pass over the river the artillery, the twelve w nd
ammunition, &c. that was coming on with me. gt
As his ’Excellenc could not execute the passage of the
river Brazos at Sap Felipe, because the enemy, although in small
mbers, w:;:‘i on t.hg;.l odae‘;o side, ol:: the 9th he selected the best
companies a marche wn the river to look f .
cross it; on the 11th he arrived at Old Fo:t, 16 lengue.tor a_ :ut::
:f‘r(omsnn_l“ - __g;:ddtfmt:ut!:.cn:ehecirdemd :hemdato |
r. Sesma direct ourselves to t to joi "
‘him; on the 13th «~Sesma did so; and qnthel4mE£:' _.
s lency, without waiting for me, with only a few more than 700
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men and one six-pounder; marched. to Harrisburg, where
rived in the nﬁeﬁwn of the 16th. On thet::lrtgl': ‘;h::rd
Atascosite; on the 13th 1 concluded the manceuvre of paséing
river, on the 14th 1 marched to San Felipe,and on the 15tk
was on the road from there to ‘Qld Fort. Mr. Urrea on the
15th was in Matagorda, so that the tion“of the army on that
day was this:—The president general on the road to Harrisburg,
about 20 leagues distant from Mr. Sesma; myself 16 from the
latter; Mr. Gaona lget in the desert between Bastrop and San
t our‘]mowing'anythiﬂg about him; Mr. Urrea i
Matagorday -30 leagues distant fiom Mr. Sesma, more than 46
from me, and'$8 from the president. The same Urrea was
distant from Goliad 30 ) es or more, and the detachments of
Victoria, Copano and Goliad at 45 from Bexar, where Mr. An-
dradc had remained. Four days after the misfortune of the
president, Messrs. Tolsa, Woll, Gaona, Sesma, Urrea and ‘my-
self were in company at the dwelling housc of Mrs. Powell, with
all that part of the army which existed between the rivers Bra-
zos and Colorado, and afterwards effected its retrogade move-
ment in the best order. In which epoch, then, was the army in
the most confusion, before or after the misforlune of the presi-
dent? I believe I have explained the :mdtives that existed for
this movement with sufficient clearness iu my letter of 14¢h last
May, which your Excellency will have had the condescension to
see. g
That the enemy did not dare to show their face. They, after
the first reverses, had adopted the plan of burning every thing
and retrcating assoon as we approached them, iu order to pre-
vent our finding supplies, and to take advantage of any m
dence that we should commit. In fact, this they did with w
ever remained behind them. Houston, on abandoning the left
bank of the Colorado, took a position 10 leagues above San Fe-
lipe at a crossing of the river BraZos called Groce’s, where he
had a steamboat to facilitate the passage, with the object of ob-
serving the forces which marched under the immediate command
of the president and thoe unde:ifenem.l Gaona. ()n.tbe 15th, he
had it L his. power to attack Mr. Gaona, the president om :
self, in Sun Felipe, or on the road from that town to Old
He thought betler to attack the president, because he was on
the other side of the Brazos, unconnectéd with the other forces;
hetherefore sent the steamboat down the river to attraet our at-
 tention, and marched against bis Excellency.
~ April, they have always taken very good care

Since the 2lst of
to have between
































































































































































| 65

sent to him or wot; so that, seeing the impossibility of ady:
he whe is speaking resolved, with his companion, to co
march to Guadalupe, because, although they could execute
commission by other roads, they refused to do it, as in the instruc-
tion which were given to them, it was expressly ordered that
they should take no other than the high-road: thatin fact, onthe
20th, they arrived at the said town of Guadalu and on the
22u0d, he who is speaking went to see Don Jose Maria Carbajal,
inhabitant of that place, who was informed of the secrecy of
the commission, which was advised him by the person who is
ﬂking; answering, that in consequence of the impossibili
there was, he should carry to Mr. Urrea a letter, which he
delivered in this place to Don Vicente Filisola, commander-in-
chief, as general Urrea had marched forward; and after that,
the deponent returned to Guadalupe, by order of said comman-
der-in-chief, with the object of observing the movements and
strength of the enemy, giving due information of every thing:
the result bei that he who is speaking could not to
settlement of Guadalupe, but remained on this side o the river,
being informed by the wife of a brother of his companien, Man-
bmﬁu:nlcr‘;.who speaks English, that an] American had com-
municated, that on the night of the day of this date, the Amer-
icans were to come to attack the troops who were at Goliad,
with which news the deponent returned with his companion Es-
calera, whom he met there, and gave information of ev i
to his Excellency, the commander-in-chief, maRing known to him
also that a large portiom of the enemy’s force was encamped on

this side of the river, and that according to what Mr. Carbajal
had said from the beginning, the whole of their force was com-

posed of eighteen hundred men, and of these, three-hundred are
ca ; that an inhabitant of Guadalupe had also informed him
“m(}arbnjal had been arrested by the Americans; and in
rother news that he gave him, he only said that the forces of
said Americans were in great numbers; that there was also an
advanced in the first farm of the Coleto, and another close
to the their number hc::ingg in the opinion of the person
speaking, about twenty men in oth parties; that this is all he
has to say upon the subject, and this his declaration being read

 to him, he and ratified it, saying that he was twenty
" years old, and not knowing how to write, signed it with a cross,
the commissioner and secretary also signing it.—/Mariano Rodri-
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