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PREFACE.

Ir the Hero of Buena Vista nobly commenced
the present war with Mexico, the Hero of Chip-
pewa has not less nobly completed the second
Conquest of Mexico. General Scott and his splendid
army have “won golden opinions of all sorts of
men.” They have displayed all the best qualities.
of commanders and soldiers. They have carried
on sieges and captured cities which were considered
impregnable, with a force apparently hardly adequate
for a forlorn hope. They have fought pitched
battles and won them, opposing fresh recruits to
veteran troops. They have accomplished marches
over routes before considered utterly impassible;
captured fortresses bristling with cannon, by means
of the rifle and bayonet; and planted the star-
spangled banner upon the proud “ Halls of Monte-

zuma.”
@)



iv PREFACE.

General T'aylor and his noble army having been
instrumental in first developing these facts and this
principle, during the present war, it becomes an in-
teresting matter to follow out all their splendid actions
in detail, and to learn the real characters of the actors
themselves. The following series of lives has been
compiled from authentic materials, with a view to
satisfy the public curiosity on this important subject.
The author has endeavoured to do justice to the
officers and men, so far as the materials at his com-
mand enabled him to accomplish the object; and he
trusts that any errors or inadvertencies which may
have involuntarily been committed by bim in so
serious an undertaking, may have the reader’s candid

indulgence.

Philedelphis, Jan. 1, 1848.
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12 MAJOR-GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR.

boyish impressions. The estate was in Jeflferson county, two miles
from the Ohio riger, and five from Lexington. As the latter in-
creased in size and population, the fortunes ahd importance of
Richard Taylor grew with it. He received from President Wash-
ington a commission as collector of that port, and was honoured, in
many ways, by the neighbouring settlers.

Zachary Taylor was early placed at school, under the direction
of Mr. Elisha Ayres, of Connecticut. After remaining there some
years, he adopted the profession of his father, working constantly on
the estate, and Iaying the foundation of that constitution, which has
subsequently borne the test of trying duty, rough fare, and every
variety of climate, during a military life of thirty-five years. While
in this employment, the movements of Aaron Burr began to excite
alarm, and Zachary joined a volunteer company, of his native state,
raised to oppose the suppoeed treasonable desigus of that individual.
When the excitement had subsided, he returned to the cultivation
of the farm, in which occupation he continued until the death of his
brother, Lieutenant Taylor. As this person had been in the national
service, his death afforded Zachary an opportunity to enter the army.
Accordingly, through the influence of friends, among whom was
Mr. James Madison, he received a commission as first lisutenant in
the 7th U. B. infantry regiment, May 3d, 1808.

Being now in a profession which suited the daring aspirations of
his genius, Taylor appears to have conducted himself in a manner
that gave high hopes of a future brilliant career. He assiduously
studied the beat treatises on military science ; and during the whole
of our dispute with the European powers, previous to the war of
1812, he watched its progress with intense interest. To the national
difficulties were soon added others, which for a long while threat-
ened nothing less than the complete extirpation of all the western
settlements. These were the league of the border Indians, under
Tecumseh and the Prophet, one of the most powerful and well con-
certed of all the numerous combinations formed by the savages
aguinst the United States.

At this time, General W. H. Harrison was governor of the North-
western Territory. Having received orders to march into the
Indian country, he moved rapidly, with & small army, to the
stations designated, erecting forts, at convenient places, on his
march. One of these, built on the Wabash, in the very heart of
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whole extent of the outworks, so that the officer of the guard was
ordered to make the tour of the inside through the night.

Overcome by fatigue, the Captain now retired to rest, ordering
his soldiers to arouse on the slightest appearance of the enemy.
For a litle while he weas pernitted to rest, and ne sound intetrupted
the death-like stillness, save the dull tread of the officer on guard.
Suddenly, about midnight, the report of a sentry-gun broke through
the air. Taylor sprang from his couch, and rushed into the fort.
The Indians were upon them, Searcely had the sentinels time to
save themselves, when a ery of fire rang terribly throngh the air,
and with horrer the Captain saw flames leaping ont from his lower
block-house, the point at which the savages were attacking. Now
the fearful truth flashed over his mind — they were to ¢hoose be-
tween the fire and the tomabawk. Every soldier became paralyzed ;
some dropped their arms, others hurried to and fro in wild disorder,
others wept like children. The women ran ameng them scmmmg
for help; two men leaped the pickets in despair. The flames com-
municated with some whiskey, shooting up in blue glaring columns,
sparkling and roaring toward heaven. Lit up by the blaze, the
faces of the savages scemed like those of demons, while their dim
forms, shrouded in fire and smoke, lent an air of indescribable
horror to all the scene. The fearful darkness increased the embar-
rassments of the garrison, since they knew not on what side they
might receive another attack. ¢ The raging of the fire,” says
Taylor himself — « the yelling and howling of several hundred In-.
dians—the cries of nine women and children, and a desponding of
s0 many men—made my feelings very unpleasant.”

But amid all this clamour, the sclf-possession of the young com-
mandant never forsook him. Although the Indians had almost
gained the fort, and utter destraction appeared inevitable, yet still
he possessed so much influence over the men as to restore them to
order and duty. «I saw, [says his official report,] by throwing off
pert of the roof that joined the block-house that was on fire, and
keeping the end perfectly wet, the whole row of buildings might
be saved, and leave only en entrance of eighteen or twenty feet for
the Indians to enter after the house was consumed ; and that a tem- »
porary breastwork might be formed to prevent their entering even
there. I convinced the men that this could be accomplished, and
it appeared to inspire them with new life; and never did men act
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with more firmness or desperation. Those that were able (while
others kept up a constant fire from the upper block-house and the
two bastions) mounted the roofs of the houses, with Dr. Clark at
their head, under a shower of balls, and in less than a moment threw
off a8 much of the roof as was necessary. This was done with one
man killed, and two wounded, and I am in hopes neither of them
dangerously. Although the barracks were several times in a blaze,
and an immease quantity of fire against them, the men used such
exertion that they kept it under, and before day raised a temporary
breastwork as high as a man’s head. Although the Indians con-
tinued to pour in a heayy fire of ball, and an innumerable quantity
of arrows, during the whole time the attack lasted, in every part of
the parade, I had but one other man killed, (nor any other wounded
inside the fort,) and he lost his life by being too anxious. He got
into one of the gallies in the bastions, and fired over the pickets, and
called out to his comrades that he had killed an Indian. Neglecting
to stoop down in an instant, he was shot.”

The battle lasted with uninterrupted fury for seven hours. The
approach of daylight enabled the Americans to take sure aim at
their enemy, who, in consequence, began to suffer severely. About
six o’clock the assailants retired from the fort, and furious from their
repulse, shot all the horses and hogs within reach, and drove off all
the cattle.

About an hour before daylight one of the deserters returned, and

- begged for God’s sake to be admitted. His voice not being recog-
nized, he was fired upon; but on running to another part of the
fort, he made himself known to Dr. Clark, and was directed to lie
quiet until moming. When admitted, his arm was found broken
in a shocking manner, and he had been otherwise maltreated by the
savages. His companion had been caught and hacked to pieces.
The Indians suffered severely, but were sufficiently numerous to
carry off all their dead.

The noble defence of Fort Harrison produced the most bencficial
effects throughout the western country. That a handful of men
should repulse a host of four hundred assailants, astonished and dis-
comfited the savages, and materially altered their views and plans,
respecting future operations. They had confidently anticipated fol-
lowing up the destruction of the fort, by an attack upon all the other
defences of the Indiana territory, as an cxecution of part of !
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scheme entertained by Tecumseh and his brother. Their repulse
disconcerted this great design, created divisions among the tribes,
and probably saved the settlers from a savage and exterminating
warfare.

Captain Taylor was not allowed to remain unnoticed by govern-
ment. On his return from an expedition, soon after the 4th of Sep-
tember, he received a package from government, containing official
thanks for his good conduct and services, together with a commission
as brevet-major in the United States’ service.

The remainder of the war of 1812, afforded Major Taylor no op-
portunity for a further display of his talents in a separate command ;
and all that is known of his public service between that and the
Florida war, may be summed up in a few words. When peace
returned, he was unjustly degraded to his former rank of captain ;
and feeling the injustice of such a proceeding, he threw up his com-
mission and returned to the bosom of his family. Here he would
probably bave remained, enjoying the company of those so dear to
him, had not his numerous friends exerted themselves strennously
in his behalf. Their efforts were successful, and in 1816 he was
restored by President Madison to his former rank. Being ordered
to Green Bay, he remained at that station for two years; after which
he returned to his family, spent a year with it, and then joined
Colonel Russell at New Orleans. He remained in the south for
several years, during which time he performed various military
duties, and built Fort Jesup. In 1819 he was made Lieutenant
Colonel, and, in 1826, appointed a member of a Board of officers of
the Army and Militia, convened by Secretary Barbour, to consider
and propose a system for the organization and improvement of the
militia of the United States. Of this board, General Scolt was pre-
sident. Its report was presented to Congress by Lieutenant Colonel
Taylor, and approved by that body ; but owing to various causes, a
bill, founded upon it, was allowed to remain so long with the com-
mittee on militia, as to be finally forgotten. In 1832 he was pro-
moted to the rank of Colonel. Immediately after, he was employed
in the expedition against Black Hawk, and signalized himself by his
untiring pursuit of the enemy, and by his firmness and address in
ompelling the volunteers to perform their duty. He was then en-
Justed with the command of Fort Crawford, at Prairie du Chien,
where he remained until ordered to Florida.

This is not the place to inquire into the causes or merits of the
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Sempinole war of Florida. It owed its progress, on the part of the
Indiane,. prinsipally to the efforts of Osceels, a chief whose inflaence
was sufficient to drive the Indians through every-danger and trial.
Prior to the appointment of Taylor,. ,] the breaking up of the
interior settloments, the. maseacre of Dade, and the
tonate issue of every exertion, had produced a powerfut
throughout the country ; so that at his arrival near the seat of war,
diemay, anxiely, and consternation pervaded all classes. Men sp-
peared paralyzed, and gazed around for some influence to resssure
them. It had been confidently anticipated, that the removal of the
Semingles 10 the west would be unattended with any opposition ;
and the waking up of thjs falee dream—the baffling of military sci-
ence and senatarial wisdom—the utter defiance of disciplined umu,
occasioned much disappointment and nrpn-e

To act promptly and successfully in such intricate
required talents of mo ordinary cast; and Colonel'l\yhﬁlnln
full responsibility of his new situation. In Decembér he received
orders to seek the enemy in every quarter, to give baitle, and de-
stroy or capture his forces; and in conformity thereto he left Fort
Gardoer, with about eleven hundred officers and men, and com-
menced his march for the interior. The ground over which he
passed presented all those obstacles which had baffled so many for-
mer expeditions. A wet and soft soil, matted with rank herbage,
which clogged the feet at every step, serving as an impenetrable
screen to a latking foe; the deep slimy beds, and waters of the
streams ; the dense thickets of cypress, palmetto, and the luxuriant
undergrowth ; —these were some of the enemies to be vanquished
before the army could reach the Indians. As the latter had antici-
pated his approach, apd were perfectly familiar with the labyrinths
and natural fastnesses of their own country, they had retired to one
of the strongest and most inaccessible places, and prepared to give
him battle.

On the 25th of December they reached a dense swamp, where
the enemy were reported to be in force. Here they halted. A few
sleps more might bring them within range of a hidden foe ; that
foe might be on every side; and they, about to share the fate of
Dade. Yet, led ofi by Colonel Taylor, no man desponded. The
line of battle was formed, and those brave men pushed forward.
To charge an exposed foe, requires coolness and intrepiditr

R A
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charge a protected fort is the test of veteran abilities; but to wade
up to the middle in a swamp, where the rank grass is waving over
head, and an unseen enemy on every side, implies a degree of courage
possessed by few. Yet thn duty was cheerfully undertaken by
that litle army. Forgetung all danger, only eager for action, the
troops hurried forward with enthusiasm. Having proceeded about
a quarter of a mile, they entered a wide slough, which seemed to
forbid all farther progress. Abandoning their horses, the troops
buried themselves to the neck in the grass, wading through a four
feet depth of slime and water. -

Suddenly the rustling of grass and plash of water were drowned
in the reports of bundreds of rifles. The savages were close be-
fore them, having reserved their fire until their aim would be cer-
tain. There was a pause, a shouting of orders, and then the men
charged fearlessly on. Then another volley, and one officer after
another sunk down pale in the agonies of death. All around was
one blage of “fire, and yet no foe appeared. Mowed down by scores,
their intrepid leaders bleeding on every side, and no chance of re-
sisting, the front line faitered, then rolled back and broke. The
Indians poured after them, yelling the war-whoop, and hurling one
discharge after another on the fugitives, until they met the regular
troops. Undismayed by aught around, these heroic men were
treading on as coolly as though on parade. Unflinchingly their bosoms
met the blasting discharges of the savages, and sunk amid the
tangled grass, dyeing the waving blades with their life-blood. Havoc
raged among the 6th Infantry to such a degree, that the dark cool
water beneath them grew warm and red with their blood, and every
man of the foremost ranks was shot down. Their leader, the heroic
Thompson, while shouting them on, received a mortal wound.
Adjutant Center, Captain Van Swearinger, and Lieutenant Brooke,
found graves beside him. Of five compenies in the advance, every
inferior officer was killed or disabled, and of one, only four men
were uninjured. Still the battle shout went up echoing and break-
ing among those romantic glades—still peal after peal of rattling
musketry hurled forth the torrents of death—and still mangled and
groaning, high bosoms sunk among the sedgy reeds, while the life-
blood cozed blacker and thicker between the blades. Amid the
horrors of that awful hour, Taylor was rushing from rank to rank,
exhorting his heroes to the charge, and thrilling every heart with
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the enemy under my orders in his strongest position, and who had
to be conveyed back, through swampe and hammocks, from whence
we set out, without any apparent means of doing so. This service,
however, was encountergd and overcome, and they have been con-
vgyed thus far, and proceeded on to Tampa Bay on rude litters con-
structed with the knife and axe alone, with poles and dry hides—
the latter being found in great abundance at the encampment of the
hostiles. The litters were carried on the backs of our weak and
tottering horses, aided by the residue of the command, with more
ease and comfort to the sufferers than I could have supposed, and
with as much as they could have been in ambulances of the most
improved and modern construction.”

The consequences of the battle of Okeechobee are described by
the Colonel himself, as follows ;

«This column in six weeks penetrated one hundred and fifty
miles into the enemy’s country, opened roads, and constructed
bridges and causeways, when necessary, on the greater portion of
the route, established two depdts and the necessary defences for the
same, and finally overtook and beat the enemy in his strongest posi-
tion. The results of which movement and battle have been, the
capture of thirty of the hostiles, the coming in and surrendering of
more than one hundred and fifty Indians and negroes, mostly the
former, including the chiefs On-la-too-gee, Tus-ta-nug-gee, and other
principal men, the capturing and driving out of the country six
hundred head of cattle, upwards of one hundred head of horses,
besides obtaining a thorough knowledge of the country through
which we operated, a greater portion of which was entirely ‘un-
known, except to the enemy.”

In any other country than Florida the battle of Okeechobee wounld
have terminated the war. But the nature of the soil prevented the
transportation of the necessary supplies to an army, and the enemy
were consequently enabled to recover from the heavy blow and
again muster their strength further inta the interior. 8till this did
not lessen the merit of Taylor and his brave associates, nor prevent
the due meed of praise bestowed upon them by a grateful country,
The thanks of the President were tendered to them through the
Sccretary of War, and soon after Taylor was promoted to the rank
of brevet brigadier-general. In the April following, he was en-
trusted with the chief command in Florida, General Jesup having
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«Should Mexico assembls a large body of troops on the Rio
Grande, and cross it with a- considerable force, such a movement
must be regarded as an invasion of the United States and the com-
mencement of hostilities. You will of course use all the authority
which has been or may be given you to‘meet such a state of things.
Texas must be protected from hostile invasion, and for that purpase
you will of course employ, to the utmost extent, all the means you
possess or can command.”

Agreeably to these instructions General Taylor took a position at
Corpus Christi, where he remained until March 8th, 1846, when the
advance of the army commenced its march for the Rio Grande. On
the three ensuing days the brigades of infantry followed. The
siege train and a field battery were sent by water to Point Isabel,
with a corps of engineers and the officers of ordnance under the
command of Major Monroe. At the Arroya Colorado, the troops
encountered a body of Mexicans, who seemed disposed to dispute
their passage. This, however, was not attempted, and the Ameri-
cans pushed forward until met by a deputation from Point Isabel,
protesting against their march. The result of the conference, to-
gether with the capture of Point Isabel, are thus described by Ge-
neral Taylor:

“QOur column was approached by a party on its right flank, bear-
ing a white flag. It proved to be a civil deputation from Matamoras,
desiring an interview with me. I informed them that I would halt
at the first suitable place on the road, and afford them the desired
interview. It was, however, found necessary, for the want of water,
to continue the route to this place. The deputation halted; while
yet some miles from Point Isabel, declining to come further, and
sent me a formal protest of the prefect of the northern district of
Tamaulipas against our occupation of the country.

«At this moment it was discovered that the buildings at Point
Isabel were in flames. I then informed the bearer of the protest,
that I should answer it when opposite Matamoras, and dismissed the
deputation. I considered the conflagration before my eyes as a de-
cided evidence of hostility, and was not willing to be trifled with
nny longer, particularly as I had reason to believe that the prefect,
in making this protest, was but a tool of the military authorities at
Matamoras.

4 The advance of the cavalry fortunately arrived here in season to
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conformably to the principles established by the most civilized na-
tions — trusting that on your part the same will be observed.”

In reply to this letter General Taylor reminded Ampudia that he
was acting under superior instructions, and consequently could not
recede from the position. The fortifications were continued and
every precantion made to guard aguainst surprise, and to resist an
attack. Soon after, two ships, with supplies for the Mexicau army,
were forbid entering the river, and the Rio Grande declued in a
state of blockade.

Taylor’s letter on this occasion is characteristic. It is as follows:

Hzap-QuanTers Aruy or Occurarion,
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 23, 18486. - }

Sir: I have had the honour to receive your communication of
this date, in which you complain of certain measures adopted by
my orders to close the mouth of the Rio Bravo against vessels bound
to Matamoras, and in which you also advert to the case of two
Mexicans supposed to be detained as prisoners in this camp.

Afterall that has passed since the American army first approached
the Rio Bravo, I am certainly surprised that you should complamn
of a measure which is no other than a natura! result of the state.
of war so much insisted upon by the Mexican authorities as actu-
ally existing at this time. You will excuse me for recalling a few
circumstances to show that this state of war has not been sought by
the American army, but has been forced upon it, and that the exer-
cise of the rights incident to such a state cannot be made a subject
of complaint.

On breaking up my camp at Corpus Christi, and moving forward
with the army under my orders to occupy the left bank of the Rio
Bravo, it was my earnest desire to execute my instructions in a
pacific manner ; to observe the utmost regard for the personal rights
of all citizens residing on the left-bank of the river, and to take
care that the religion and customs of the people should suffer no
violation. With this view, and to qmet the minds of the inhabit.’
ants, I issued orders to the army, enjoining a strict observance of
the rights and interests of all Mexicans reeiding on the river, and
caused said orders to be translated into Spanish, and circulated in
the several towns on the Bravo. These orders announced the
spirit in which we proposed to occupy the country, and I am proud
to say that up to this moment the same spirit has controlled the ope-
rations of the army. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado I was in-
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have seen fit to adopt. I have reported this blockade to my govern-
ment, and shall not remove it until I receive instructions to that
effect, unless indeed you desire an armistice pending the final set-
tlement of the question between the governments, or until war shall
be formally declared by either, in which case I shall cheerfully
open the river. In regard to the consequences you mention as re-
sulting from a refusal to remove the blockade, I beg you to under-
stand that I ag prepared for them, be they what they may.

In regard to the particular vessels referred to in your communi-
cation, I have the honour to advise you that, in pursuance of my
orders, two American schooners, bound for Matamoras, were warned
off on the 17th instant, when near the mouth of the river, and put
to sea, retufhing probably to New Orleans. They were not seized,
or their cargoes disturbed in any way, uor have they been in the
barbour of Brazos Santiago to my knowledge. A Mexican
schooner, understood to be the “ Juniata,” was in or off that harbour
when my instructions to block the river were issued, but was driven
to sea in a gale, since which time I bave had no report concerning
her. Since the receipt of your communication, I have learned that
two persons, sent to the mouth of the river to procure information
respecting this vessel, proceeded thence to Brazos Santiago, when
they were taken up and detained by the officer in command, until
my orders could be received. I shall order their immediate release.
A letter from one of them to the Spanish vice-consul is respectfully
transmitted herewith.

In relation to the Mexicans said to have drifted down the river in
a boat, and to be prisoners at this time in my camp, I have the
pleasure to“inform you that no such persons have been taken pri-
soners or are now delained by my authority. The boat in question
was carried down empty by the current of the river, and drifted
ashore near one of our pickets and was secured by the guard.
Some time afierwards an attempt was made to recover the boat
under the cover of the darkness; the individuals concerned were
hailed by the guard, and, failing to answer, were fired upon as a
matter of course. What became of them®is not known, as no traco
of them could be discovered on the following morning. The officer
of the Mexican guard directly opposite was informed next day tbat
the boat would be returned on proper application to me, and I have
now only to repeat that assurance.

In conclusion, I take leave to state that I consider the tone of.
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he continued his escape on foot. He was finally captured, however,
and carried into Matamoras, his party sharing the same fate.

After this affair, the Mexicans crossed the river in great numbers,
cutting off’ the intercourse between the two American stations, and
gradually surrounding the river fort. For three days its little gar-
rison were in a condition of gloom and racking suspense, more ter-
rible than the most fearful reality. Then Captain Walker of the
Texan Rangers arrived, with the cheering intelligence that all was
still safe at Point Isabel. Yet the danger which menaced that
place, was too imminent to admit delay in relieving it; and Taylor,
therefore, resolved on marching there immediately with his whole
force, except a small garrison sufficient to defend the river fort.

On the 1st of May, 1846, General Taylor left the Rio Grande,
and marched for Point Isabel. His ¢ retreat” was hailed in Mata-
moras by the ringing of bells, explosion of fire-arms, and every
other manifestation of joy. General Arista, the commandant in the
city, commenced extensive operations for the destruction of the gar-
rison under Major Brown. On the 3d, a battery opened upon the
fort, and kept up a brisk fire for some time, but was finally silenced.
The next day Captain Walker arrived from General Taylor, to as-
certain the effect of the cannonade which had been heard at Point
Isabel. At his departure the firing was renewed, and various par-
ties appeared on the plains as though preparing fora charge. Major
Brown now found that his six-pounders, owing to the distance, did
little execution, and wishing to husband his ammunition and the ~
strength of his men, the enemy’s fire was not returned.

On the morning of the b6th, a battery was discovered in the rear
of the fort, which had been erected by a large body of the enemy
during the night. It opened a severe fire, and at the same time a
tremendous discharge of shell and shot was maintained fromr the
guns in Matamaras. These being within range of the fort, were
answered by its guns, and an incessant cannonading was kept up
until the afternoon of the 8th. On the 6th the gallant Brown was
mortally wounded by a cannon-ball, and te command devolved upon
Captafn Hawkins. He had scarcely entered upon his new station,
when a summons to surrender reached him from General Arista.
This was declined, and the assailants renewed their attack with
increased vigour. At mid-day on the 8th, the thunder of the Mexi-
can batteries suddenly stopped. Two hours passed, and other guns

¥ . “
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were heard, sending their rapid echoes afar from the north-east. To
the exhausted garrison there was sympathy and succour in those
deep and distant sounds. A shout of joy and hope went up from
the fort.

General Taylor reached Point Isabel without interruption, and
until the evening of the 7th, listened with deep emotion to the dull
booming of cannon, that told of the danger of those gallant spirits he
had left behind. ‘The safe return of Captain Walker from his peril-
ous journey, brought the cheering news that the garrison were still

enthusiastic in their defence ; and he accordingly took time to com-

plete all necessary arrangements before setting out to return. All
things being satisfactorily adjusted, he set out on the eveping of the
7th, with twenty-three hundred men, on his return. After march-
ing about seven miles, he halted and passed the night. The march
was resunled on the following morning, and continued until noon,
when scouts brought the intelligence that the enemy were drawn
up in force, directly across the road. The period so long expected
by the soldiers had now arrived; and each was soon to test his
firmness and daring amid the horrors of a battle. The fatigue of
their journey, the exhaustion from thirst were forgotten; and one
simultaneous acceleration in the march, manifested the eagerness to
engage. Onward they moved in compact column, until the long
lines of the foe, faintly glittering in the distance, broke upon the
sight. ‘

Here the coolness and sclf-possession of General Taylor were
most admirably displayed. The troops were upon a wide level
field, bounded in front by rows of dwarfish trees, which the Mexi-
cans denominate Palo Alto. In front of this the Mexican army was
drawn up in batle array, directly across the road; while on the
flanks of both armies were small pools of cold, transparent water.
As soon as the enemy were observed, the Geﬁe“nlted his men,
and ordered them to fill their cantecns with fresh water. An hour’s
rest was then permitted, after which the advance was resumed.

The order of battle was then formed as follows :—The right wing
under Colonel Twiggs was composed of the 5th infantry, under
Colon=l MclIntosh ; Ringgold’s artillery ; 3d infantry, under Captain

« Morris; two eighteen-pounders, under Licutenant Churchill; 4th
infantry, under Major Allen; two squadrons of dragoons, under
Captains Ker and May. The left wing, under Colonel Belknap,

ar
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was formed of a battalion of artillery, under Colonel Childs; Dun-
can’s light artillery; and the 8th infantry, under Captain Mont-
gomery.

While the army were being nmnged, Lieutenant Blake suddenly
rode forward to within one hundred and fifty yards of the enemy,
dismounted, carcfully reconnoitred their position, then remounting,
slowly rode along their whole line, and returned to report the result
to General Taylor. A feat so daring filled both armies with admi-
ration.

The march recommenced. The firm tread of the soldiers
gave no echo amid the matted grass of the prairie; and the deep
silence of their onward progress seemed in harmony with the dread-
ful businees to which they were moving. But that stillness was
soon broken. When within seven hundred yards of the Mexican
force, its right opened with a tremendous discharge of artillery.
Then General Taylor was seen hurrying along his van, deploying
it into line, and exhorting the soldiers to be firm. Order was given
to return the fire, and immediately all other sounds were drowned
in the fearful roar of artillery. Resigning the batdle to this terrible
engine, the infantry and rifle corps leaned upon their pieces, and
watched the opposing columns as they swayed to and fro under the
constant fire. At every discharge, whole ranks of the enemy
were mowed down, and scores of horses and horsemen flung into
one undistinguished mass.

Unable to sustain their heavy losscs, the Mexican infantry began
to give way, when General Arista ordered a charge with the cavalry.
Pouring down in two columns, the lancers came toward the Ameri-
can line, with a grace and rapidity peculiar to the Mexicans,
But before they reached their object, Ridgely and Ringgold opened -
the artillery. At the first blast they staggered — again and again,
with stern energy, the cannon broke forth; huge gaps opened
among the hoﬁen, and scores sunk down beneath the tramp of
their companions. Fear succeeded to enthusiasm. Every exertion
withered before the dreadful prospect around. They turned and
fled precipitately, leaving behind them at every step victims to the
iron storm that pursued them. The loss of the Americans was
small, but it included the brave Major Ringgold.

The battle now became general, and raged for a short time with
fearful destruction. Suddenly, by a discharge from one of Captain

-
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was brought on by the artillery. Ridgely pushed his guns to with-
in one hundred yards of the enemy, and- at that fearful proximity
showers of iron hail flew thick and fast against opposing bosoms.
At the same time the infantry was pressing forward, and soon the
rattling of musketry joined to the roarof cannon. For awhile the
struggle was dreadful; Mexico seemed determined to recover her
lost honour; and heedless of the numbers that fell crushed and
bleeding around, her brave sons poured forth their rapid volleys in
fierce succession. At length they began slowly to retire, their fire
slackened, and finally they crossed the ravine and took shelter in
the chapparal. “With shouts that rose over the noise of artillery,
the Americans rushed on to complete the victory by a charge with
the bayonet. But the ravine was guarded with artillery ; and the
brave men who stood by the batteries, as though feeling that the
decision of fate hung with them, fought in & manner hitherto um-
known in the history of Mexico. The effect upon the American
lines was dreadful ; and so effectually was the pursuit stopped, that .
the flying cavalry rallied and prepared for a charge, while the in-
fantry re-formed and commenced anew their fire.

Perceiving that nothing could be accomplished until these guns
were silenced, General Taylor ordered Captain May to charge them
with his dragoons. May shouted to his men, and the next instant
they were dashing headlong down the narrow road toward the can-
nons’ mouths. Pausing till Ridgely drew the enemy’s fire, they
again drove on, and almost before the eye had time to trace their
course, they were within a few yards of the fatal guns. May’s
horse was far ahead of his troop; and as he turned to wave them
on, only the impetuous Inge was near him. Yet that squadron
were not faltering. Fast as their straining steeds could fly, they
were hastening on, while the flinty ground rocked and echoed be-
neath their tread. Suddenly a volley from the higher battery swept
fearfully upon their column, crushing seven men and eighteen
horses to the earth. But the living paused not. One leap, and
May was upon the battery. His men followed, and the Mexicans
were driven back. But the heroic la Vega rallied them to the
charge, and onice more seized the pieces. Thus charge after charge
was made until only the Mexican general was left at his guns.
Surrounded with piles of dead, grim with powder and smoke, he
called his troops to duty, and faced his fierce enemies unmoved.
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the story of many a wearied soldier, who had struggled to some
secluded spot, there to bleed and thirst, and faint and die in linger-
ing agony.

The return of General Taylor to his fort opposite Matamoras,
was hailed by the wearied garrison with unbounded exulation.
All cannonading ceased, and the exhausted soldiers were permitted
to rest. In honour of the unfortunate commandant the fort was
denominated Fort Brown.

On the 11th, General Taylor retumed to Point Isabel, for the
purpose of arranging with Gommodore Conner, of the gulf squadron,
a plan for a combined attack upon Matamoras. On his retum he
made every preparation for crossing the river that his limited means
allowed ; but was not able to accomplish his object until the 18th.
He summoned the city to surrender, and afier some delay was an-
swered that he might enter Matamoras without opposition. Formal_
possession was accordingly taken, and Colonel Twiggs immediately
appointed military governor. General Arista, with his army, had
retired on the previous night. '

The small town of Barita, near the mouth of the Rio Grande,
‘was entered without resistance on the 15th.

Although General Taylor had captured an important city, com-
pletely driven the enemy from the eastern part of Mexico, and
erected the flag of his country on the left side of the Rio Grande;
yet so small were his forces and military stores, that he was obliged
to remain inactive during the greater part of the summer. When
reinforcements did arrive, they were entirely destitute of the means
of transportation, and being newly-raised volunteers, many of them
were destitute of the qualifications necessary to face an enemy. The
general was earnest in his representations to government for a miti-
gation of these difficulties ; but his efforts were for a long time unat-
tended with success. Thus he was obliged to remain inactive,
while the enemy were recovering from their disasters, and sum-
moning all their energies for another struggle, further toward the
interior.

The following extracts from the General’s letters, will give an
idea of the amount of these difficulgies :

“I beg leave earnestly to invite the attention of the department
to the following points :

“First, the great influx of volunteers at Point Isabel. Five regi-






36 MAJOR-GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR.

talions — mustering over five thousand men. In addition we have
seven companies of Alabama volunteers, and twelve or fifteen com-
panies from Texas. Others from Texas are continually agriving.
A portion of these volunteers have been lying in camp at this place
for nearly a month, completely paralyzed by the want of transporta-
tion. Exposed as they are in this climate to diseases of the camp,
and without any prospect so far as I can see of being usefully em-
ployed, I must recommend that they be allowed to return two their
homes.”

In June, Taylor was promoted by Congress to the full rank of
Major-General ; and the different states of the Union, together with
a large number of political societies and meetings, voted him testi-
monials of their gratitude for his distinguished services. ‘

In consequence of the difficulties which have been mentioned,
the army was not able to take up its march for the interior until the
bth of September. Meanwhile the towns of Mier, Camargo, Se-
ralvo and Reynosa, had submitted to the Americans, and become
etations for different divisions of the army.

On the above-mentioned date,.the commander received intelli-
gence from General Worth, that large reinforcements of the enemy
were arriving at Monterey, the capital city of the Northern Division
of Mexico. He accordingly determined to push forward to that
place with all speed; and leaving General Patterson in command
on the Rio Grande, he advanced to join Worth at Seralve. Here
for a few days the whole army rendezvoused, and then continued
their advance. On the 18th they were at the Walnut Springs,
three miles from the city.

Monterey, the capital of New Leon, contains about fifteen thou-
sand inhabitants. It is situated near the base of the grand moun-
tain range called Sierra Madre, parallel to which runs the Arroya
San Juan, a small branch of the San Juan river. On the north,
whence the road from Camargo approaches, is an extensive and
gradually inclined plain rising from the margin of the creek, inter-
rupted only by a dry ravine crossing it about three-fourths of a mile
in front of the town. The plain is varied with patches of chapparal,
and fields of corn and sugar-cane; and the light of this sunny
undergrowth is relieved by the umbrage of orange, lemon, citron
and olive groves. The mountains which wall up the southern and
western horizon rear their rugged and mighty heads far above the
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ticularly the continual appearance in our front of the Mexican
cavalry, which had a slight skirmish with our advance at the village
of Ramos, induced the belief, as we approached Monterey, @t the
enemy would defend that place. Upon reaching the neighbourhood
of the city, on the moming of the 19th of September, this belief was
fully confirmed. It was ascertained that he occupied the town in
force ; that a large work had been constructed commanding all the
" northern approaches; and that the Bishop’s Palace, and some
heights in its vicinity near the Saltillo road, had also been fortified,
and occupied with troops and artillery. It was known, from infor-
mation previously received, that the eastern approaches were com-
manded by several small works in the lower edge of the city.

«The configuration of the heights and gorges in the direction of
the Saltillo road, as visible from the point attained by our advance
on the morning of the 19th, led me to suspect that it was practicable
to turn all the works in that direction, and thus cut off the enemy’s
line of communication. After establishing my camp at the ¢« Walnut
Springs,’ three miles from Monterey, the nearest suitable position,
it was, accordingly, my first care to order a close reconnoissance of
the ground in question, which was executed on the evening of the
19th, by the engineer officers under the direction of Major Mans-
field. A reconnoissance of the eastern approaches was at the same
time made by Captain Williams, Topographical Engineers. The
examination made by Major Mansfield proved the entire practica-
bility of throwing forward a column to the Saltillo road, and thus
turning the position of the enemy. Deeming this to be an operation
of essential importance, orders were given to Brevet-Brigadier-Gen-
eral Worth, commanding the second division, to march with his
command on the 20th: to turn the bill of the Bishop’s Palace; to
occupy a position on the Sahillo road, and to carry the enemy’s
detached works in that quarter, where practicable. The first regi-
ment of Texas mounted volunteers, under command of Colonel
Hays, was associated with the second division on this service.
Captain Sanders, Engineers, and Lieutenant Meade, Topographical
Engineers, were also ordered to report to General Worth for duty
with his column.

“ At two o’clock P. M. on the 20th, the second division took up
its march. It was soon discovered, by officers who were reconnoi-
tring the town, and communicated to General Worth, that its
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Major Mansfield, Engineers, and Captain Williams and Lieutenant
Pope, Topographical Engineers, accompanied this column, Major
Mansfield being charged with its direction, and the desigqgtion of
points of attack.

«In the mean time, the mortar, served by Captain Ramsay, of the
ordnance, and the howitzer battery under Captain Webster, 1st ar-
tillery, had opened their fire upon the citadel, which was deliberately
sustained, and answered from the work. General Butler’s division
had now taken up a position in rear of this battery, when the dis-
charges of artillery, mingled finally with a rapid fire of small arms,
showed that Lieutenant-Colonel Garland’s command had become
warmly engaged. I now deemed it necessary to support this attack,
and accordingly ordered the 4th infantry, and three regiments of
General Butler’s division, to margh at once, by the left flank, in the
direction of the advanced work at the lower extremity of the town,
leaving one regiment (1st Kentucky) to cover the mortar and
howitzer battery. By some mistake, two companies of the 4th in-
fantry did not receive this order, and, consequently, did not join the
advance companies until some time afterwards.

«Lieutenant-Colonel Garland’s command had approached the town
in a direction to the right of the advanced work (No. 1,) at the
north-eastern angle of the city, and the engineer officer, covered by
skirmishers, had succeeded in entering the suburbs and gaining
cover. The remainder of this command now advanced and entered
the town under a heavy fire of artillery from the citadel and the
works on the left, and of musketry from the houses and small works
in front. A movement to the right was attempted, with a view 10
gain the rear of No. 1, and carry that work, but the troops were so
much exposed to a fire which they could not effectually return, and
had already sustained such severe loss, particularly in officers, that
it was deemed best to withdraw them to a more secure position.
Captain Backus, Ist infantry, however, with a portion of his own
and other companies, had gained the roof of a tannery, which
looked directly into the gorge of No. 1, and from which he poured
a most destructive fire into that work and upon the strong building
in its rear. This fire happily coincided in point of time with the
advance of a portion of the volunteer division upon No, 1, and con
tributed largely to the fall of that strong and important work.

«The three regiments of the volunteer division, under the imme-
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arrival of Captain Webster’s howitzer battery, which took its place.
In the mean time, I directed such men as could be collected of the
1st, 8d, and 4th regiments and Baltimore battalion, to emter the
town, penetrate to the right, and carry the 2d battery if poesible,
This command, under Lieutenant-Colonel Garland, advanced be-
youd the bridge “ Purisima,” when, finding it impracticable to gain
the rear of the 2d battery, a portion of it sustained themselves for
some time in that advanced position ; but as no perppanent impres-
sion could be made at that point, and the main object of the general
operation bad been effected, the command, including a-section of
Captain Ridgely’s battery, which had joined it, was withdrawn to
battery No. 1. During the absence of this column, a demonstra-
tion of cavalry was reported in the direction of the citadel. Cap-
tain Bragg, who was at hand, immediately galloped with his bat-
tery to a suitable position, from which a few discharges effectually
dispersed the enemy. Captain Miller, 1st infantry, was despatched
with a mixed command to support the battery on this service. The
enemy’s lancers had previously charged upon the Ohio and a part
of the Mississippi regiments, near some fields at a distance from the
edge of the town, and had been repulsed with considerable loss.
A demonstration of cavalry on the opposite side of the river was
aiso dispersed in the course of the afternoon by Captain Ridgely’s
battery, and the squadrons returned to the city. At the approach
of evening all the troops that had been engnged were ordered back
to the camp, except Captain Ridgely’s battery and the regular in-
fantry of the 1st division, who were detailed as a guard for the
works during the night, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gar-
land. One battalion of the 1st Kentucky regiment was ordered to
reinforce this command. Intrenching tools were procured, and ad-
ditional strength was given to the works, and protection to the men,
by working-parties during the night, under the direction of Lieu-
tenant Scarritt, Engireers.

«'The main object proposed in the morning had been effected.
A powerful diversion had been made to favour the operations of the
second division, one of the enemy’s advanced works hud been car-
ried, and we now had a strong foot-hold 4n the town. But this had
not been accomplished without a very heavy loss, embracing some
of our most gallant and accomplished officers. Captain Williams,
Topographical Engineers ; Lieutenants Terrett and Dilworth, 1st in-
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sent instructions to that officer, leaving it to his discretion to enter
the city, covering his men by the houses and walls, and advance
carefully so far as he might deem prudent. .

“ After ordermg the remainder of the troops as a reserve, under
the orders of Brigadier-General Twiggs, I repaired to the abandoned
works, and discovered that a portion of General Quitman’s brigade
had entered the town, and were successfully forcing their way
towards the principal plaza. I then ordered up the second regi-
ment of Texas mounted volunteers, who entered the city, dismount-
ed, and, under the immediate orders of General Henderson, co-ope-
rated with General Quitman’s brigade. Captain Bragg's battery
was also ordered up, supported by the 3d infantry, and after firing
for some time at the Cathedral, a portion of it was likewise thrown
into the city. Our troops advanced from house to house, and from
square to square, until they reached a street but one square in rear
of the principal plaza, in and near which the enemy's force was
mainly concentrated. This advance was conducted vigorously, but
with due caution, and although destructive to the enemy, was
attended with but small loss on our part. Captain Ridgely, in the
mean time, had served a captured piece in battery No. 1 against the
city, until the advance of our men rendered it imprudent to fire in
the direction of the Cathedral. I was now satisfied that we could
operate successfully in the city,and that the enemy had retired from
the lower portion of it to make a stand behind his barricades. As
General Quitman’s brigade had been on duty the previous night, I
determined to withdraw the troops to the evacuated works, and
concert with General Worth a combined attack upon the town.
The troops accordingly fell back deliberately, in good order, and
resumed their original positions, General Quitman’s brigade being
relieved after nightfall by that of General Hamer. On my return
to camp, I met an officer with the intelligence that General Worth,
induced by the firing in the lower part of the city, was about
making an atiack aj the upper extremity, which had also been
evacuated by the enemy to a considerable distance. I regretted
that this information had mot reached me before leaving the city,
but still deemed it inexpedient to change my orders, and accordingly
returned to camp. A note from General Worth, written at 11
o’clock, P. M., informed me that he had advanced to within a short
distance of the principal plaza, and that the mortar (which had been
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an: R-mdier-Geperals Twizes and Worth
gkt mias for the efficien: aid which they
L e empvvtive commands. I was unfortunately
~ .~ Vst of the valuable services of Major-
. ouwin wn was disabled by a wound received in the
"4 ¥ Wajor-General Henderson, commanding the
C : inewssy W given me important aid in the organization
= T wewa 20k its subsequent operations. Brigadier-General
' —=uwd Dmportant services with his division, and, as the
" -+ vaunand, after Major-General Butler was disabled.
w, .e-wivucral Worth was intrusted with an important detach-
«ucd rendered his operations independent of my own.
~ - pwiations were conducted with ability, and crowned with
, ww success, I desire also to notice Brigadier-Generals Hamer
. wtman, commanding brigades in General Butler’s division ;
cawaatt-C'olonels Garland and Wilson, commanding brigades in
wactal ‘Pwiggs's division; Colonels Mitchell, Campbell, Davis,
..... Wouald, commanding the Ohio, Tennessee, Mississippi, and
2 texan regiments, respectively ; and Majors Lear, Allen, and
\hercrombie, commanding the 3d, 4th, and 1st regiments of in-
wantry 3 all of whom served under my eye, and conducted their
comnmnnds with covlness and gallantry against the enemy.
«alonel Mitehell, Lieutenant-Colonel M'Clung, Mississippi regi-
went, Mujor Lear, 3d infantry, and Major Alexander, Tennessee
reaiment, were all severely wounded, as were Captain Lamotte, Ist
wmtatry, Licutenant Graham, 4th infantry, Adjutant Armstrong,
Uhio regiment, Licutenants Scudderand Allen, Tenncssee regiment,
und Licutenant Howard, Mississippi regiment, while leading their
men against the enemy’s position on the 21st and 23d.  After the
fall of Colonel Mitchell, the command of the 1st Ohio regiment de-
volved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Weller; that of the 3d infuntry,
atter the fall of Major Lear, devolved in succession upon Captain
Lainbridge and Captain Henry, the former being also wounded.
"T'he following named officers have been favourably noticed by their
commanders : Licutenant-Colonel Anderson and Adjutant Heiman,
"I'ennessee regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel M'Clung, Captains Cooper
and Downing; Lieutenants Batterson, Calboun, Moore, Russel, and
Cook, Mississippi regiments ; also Sergeant-Major Hearlan, Missis-
sippi regiment; and Major Price and Captain J. R. Smith, unat-
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during that and the following day, until confined by his wound to
camp. Captain Williams, Topographical Engineers, to my great
regret, and the loss of the service, was mortally wounded while fear-
lessly exposing himself in the attack of the 21st. Lieutenant Pope,
of the same corps, was active and zealous throughout the operations.
Major Munroe, chief of the artillery, Major Craig, and Captain
Ramsey, of the ordnance, were assiduous in the performance of their
proper duties, The former superintended the mortar-service on the
22, as particularly mentioned in the report of General Worth, to
which I also refer for the services of the engineers and topognphlcal
officers detached with the second division.

« “Burgeon Craig, medical director, was actively employed in the
important duties of his department, and the medical staff’ generally
were unremitting in their attentions to the numerous wounded —
their duties with the regular reglments being rendered uneommonly
arduous by the small number serving in the field.”

The following accounts from the pen of an officer belonging to
the Baltimore battalion, will serve to show the degree of individual
suffering and bravery evinced by many of the companies.

«I saw Colonel Watson shouting, but as to hearing 2 command
that was an impossibility, owing to the deafening roar of the can-
non and musketry. I saw the head of our line changing its dirce-
tion, and I knew at once that the point of attack was changed, and
ran to the head of my company to intercept the head of the column.
I reached it just as Colonel Watson was dismounting from his horse,
which the next moment fell from a shot. The colonel cried out to
the men, ¢ Shelter yourselves, men, the best way you can.’ At
this time, the battalion was scattered over a space of about an acre,
and the men were lying down, l.ho shot in most instances flying
over our beads; but the guns were soon depressed and the shot
began to take effect.

«] was lying close to Colonel Wat.son, alongside of a hedge,
when he jumped up and cried out, ¢ Now is the time boys, follow
me!” We were now in a street or Jane with a few houses on either
side, end within a hundred yards of three batteries which com-
pletely raked it, in addition to which, two twelve-pound guns were
planted in the castle on the right, and completely enfiladed the
whole distance we had to make. Add to this the thousand mus-
ketcers on the house-tops, and in the barricades at the head of the
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order. I now became separated from Colonel Watson, and never
saw him again. He took the left hand side of the street and I the
right hand, and when I reached the open field where he had first
ordered us to lie down, I was joined by Lieutenant Aisquith, who
to my inquiry answered that he had just left the colonel, and sup-
posed that he would soon be with us. Seeing no other officer
around me, I rallied the battalion, and led them down to mke
another attack upon the fort.”

The following are the terms ofycapitulation: —

Artice I,  As the legitimate result of the operations before
this place, and the present position of the contending armies, it is

sagreed that the city, the fortifications, cannon, munitions of war,
and all other public property, with the undermentioned exceptions,
be surrendered to the commanding general of the United States
forces now at Monterey.

ArticLe 1. That the Mexican forces be allowed to retain .the
following arms, to wit: the commissioned officers their side-arms,
the infantry their arms and accoutrements, the cavalry their arms
and accoutréments, the artillery one field battery, not to exceed six
pieces, with twenty-one rounds of ammaunition.

ArticLe III. That the Mexican armed forces retire, within
seven days from this date, beyond the line formed by the pass of
Rinconada, the city of Linares and San Fernando de Preras.

ArticLe 1V. That the citadel of Monterey be evacuated by the
Mexican and occupied by the American forces to-morrow morning
at ten o'clock.

Articte V. To avoid collisions, and for mutual convenience,
that the troops of the United States will not occupy the city until
the Mexican forces have withdrawn, except for hospital and storage
purposes.

ArticLe VI, That the forces of the United States will not ad-
vance beyond tbe line specified in the 3d article, before the expira-
tion of eight weeks, or until orders or instructions of the respective
governments can be received.

ArTicLe VII. That the public property to be delivered, shall be
turned over and received by oﬂicers appointed by the commanding
generals of the two armies.

ArticLe VIII That all doubts as to the meaning of any of the
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render. It was discovered that bis principel magazine, containing
&n immense amount of powder, was in the Cathedral, completely
exposed to our shells from two directions. The explosion of this
mass of powder, which must have ultimately resulted from a con-
tinuance of the bombardment, would have been infinitely disastrous,
involving the destruction not only of Mexican troops, but of non-
combatants, and even our own people, had we pressed the atiack.

“In regard to the temporary cessation of hostilities, the fact that
we are not at this moment, within eleven days of the termination of
the period fixed by the convention, prepared to move forward in
force, is a sufficient explanation of the military reasons which dic-
tated this suspension of arms. It paralyzed the enemy during a
period when, from the want of necessary means, we could not pos-
sibly move. I desire distinctly to state, and to call the attention of
the authorities to the fact, that, with all diligence in breaking mules
and setling up wagons, the first wagons in addition to our original
train from Corpus Christi, (and but one hundred and twenty-five in
number,) reached my head-quarters on the same day with the sec-
retary’s communication of October 13th, viz: the 2d inst. At the
date of the surrender of Monterey, our force had not more than ten
days’ rations, and even now, with all our endeavours, we have not
more than twenty-five. THE TASK OF FIGHTING AND BEATING THE
ENENMY IS AMONG THE LEAST DIFFICULT THAT WE ENCOUNTER — the
great question of supplies necessarily controls all the operations in a
country like this. At the date of the couvention, I could not of
course have foreseen that the Department would direct an important
detachment from my command without consulting me, or without
waiting the result of the main operation under my orders.

«] have touched the prominent military points involved in the
convention of Monterey. There were other considerations which
weighed with the commissioners in framing, and with myself in ap-
proving the articles of the convention. In the conference with
General Ampudia, T was distinctly told by him that he had invited
it to spare the further effusion of blood, and because General Santa
Anna had declared himself favourable to peace. I knew that our
government had made propositions to that of Mexico to negotiate,
und I deemed that the change of government in that country since
my 1nstructions, fully warraoted me in entertaining considerations

* cy. My grand motive in moving forward with very limited
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supplies had been to incvense the inducements of the Mexican ‘gova
emment (o negotinte for peace. 'Whatever may be the actual views
or disposition of the Mexican rulers or of General Santa Anna, it is
not unknown to the governmest that I bad the very best. resson for
believing the.statement of General Ampudia to be troe. It was my
epinion at the time of the convention, and it has not been changed;
that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army, and the suspension
of arms, would exert none but a favourable influence in our behalf. :

“The result of the entire operation has been to throw the Mexi<
can army back more. than thres bundred miles to the city of San
Luis Potosi, and to open the country to us es furuwocboo-elo’
penetrats it up to the same point. =

«It has been my purpose in t.hueommumauonnouomuehw
defend the convention from the censure which I deeply regret to
find implied in the secretary’s letter, as to ‘show that it was not
adopted without cogent reasons, most of which oceur of themselves
to the minds of all who are acquainted with the condition of things
here. To that end I beg that it may be laid before the General-in
chief and Secretary of War.”

Colonel Jefferson Davis, one of the American commissioners to
negotiate the capitulation, speaks as follows on the same point :—

« It is demonstrable, from the position and known prowess of the
two armies, that we could drive the enemy from the town ; but the
town was untenable whilst the main fort (called the new citadel)
remained in the hands of the enemy. Being without siege artillery
or entrenching tools, we could only hope to carry this fort by storm,
after a heavy loss from our army ; which, isolated in a hostile coun-
try, now numbered less than half the forces of the enemy. When
all this had been achieved, what more would we have gained than
by the capitalation ?

« General Taylor's forde was too small to invest the town. It
was, therefore, always in the power of the enemy to retreat, bear-
ing his light arms. Our army, poorly provided, and with very in-
sufficient transportation, could not have overtaken, if they had pur-
sued the flying enemy. Heuce the conclusion, that as it was not’
in our power to capture the main body of the Mexican army, it is
unreasonable to suppose their general would have surrendered at
discretion. 'The moral effect of retiring under the capitulauon was
certainly greater than if the encmy had retired without our consent

o
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INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING SUPPLIES. 58

«The instructions heretofore given have required you to treat
with great kindness the people, to respect private property, and to
abstain from appropriating it to the public use, without purchase at
a fair price. In some respects, this is going far beyond the common
requirements of civilized warfare. An invading army has the un-
questionable right to draw its supplies from the enemy without pay-
ing for them, and to require contributions for its support. It may
be proper, and good policy requires that discriminations should be
made in imposing these hurdens. Those who are friendly disposed
or contribute aid should be treated with liberality ; yet the enemy
may be made to feel the weight of the war, and thereby become
interested to use their best efforts to bring about a state of peace.

“Itis also but just that a nation which is involved in a war, to
obtain justice or to maintain its just rights, should shift the burden of
it, as far as practicable, from itself, by throwing it upon the enemy.

« Upon the liberal principles of civilized warfare, either of three
modes may be pursued in relation to obtaining supplies from the
enemy ; first to purchase them on such terms as the inhabitants of
the country may choose to exact; second, to pay a fair price with-
out regard to the enhanced value resulting from the presence of a
foreign army ; and third, to require them as contributions, without
paying or engaging to pay therefor.

“The last mode is the ordinary one, and you are instructed to
adopt it, if in that way you are satisfied you can get abundant sup-
plies for your forces ; but should you apprehend a difficulty in this
respect, then you will adopt the policy of paying the ordinary price,
without allowing to the owners the advantages of the enhancement
of the price resulting from the increased demand. Should you ap-
prehend a deficiency under this last mode of dealing with the in-
habitants, you will be obliged to submit to their exactions, provided
by this mode you can supply your wants on better terms than by
drawing what you may need from the United States. Should you
attempt to supply yonr‘ troops by contributions, or the appropriation
of private property, you will be careful to exempt the property of
all foreigners from any and all exactions whatsoever. The Presi-
dent hopes you will be able to derive from the enemy’s country,
without expense to the United States, the supplies you may nezd,
or a considerable part of them ; but should you fail in this, you will
procure them in the moet economical manner.”
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To these suggestions General Taylor replied, that it would have
been impossible before and was then to sustain the army to any
extent by forced contributions of money or supplies. The country
between the Rio Grande and Sierra Madre being poor, furnishing
only corn and beef, these articics were obtained at moderate rates;
but if a different system had been adopted, it was certain that they
would not have been procured at all in sufficient quantities. The
prompt payment in cash, for the few articles of supply drawn from
the country, neutralized much of the unfriendly feeling with which
the army was regarded, and contributed greatly to facilitate opera-
tions. The people had it in their power at any time to destroy
their crops, and would undoubtedly have done so, rather than see
them taken forcibly. Added to which they would have had no
inducements to plant again. The prices paid were reasonable,
being in almost all cases the prices of the country.

On the 16th of December, General Taylor left Monterey for Vic-
toria; but on arriving at Montemorelos he received information
from General Worth, that Santa Anna designed taking advantage of
the diversion of force toward Victoria, by a rapid movement strike a
heavy blow at Saltillo, and if successful, another at General Wool
in Parras. In view of this intelligence, the commander thought
proper to return to Monterey with the regular force, and thus be in
a position to reinforce Saltillo if necessary. This was accordingly
done, while at the same time Generals Butler and Wool hastened
forward to join General Worth. On the 20th, General Taylor
received further information, that the expected attack on Saltillo
bad not taken place, and accordingly he resumed his march for
Victoria.

On the 29th, General Quitman entered Victoria without opposi-
tion. A body of fifteen hundred cavalry had been stationed there,
but fell back at the approach of the Americans. On the 4th of
January, Taylor arrived there with General Twiggs’ division, and
on the same day was joined by the force brought by General Pat-
terson from Matamoras.

About this time General Taylor received from Major-Gencral
Scott, a demand for the greater portion of his troops, in order to
assist.in the contemplated operations on the Gulf coast. Scott had
been appointed to supersede Taylor in the command of the army in
“2vico, and finding his force inadequate to an attack on Vera Cruz,
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the first object of the campaign, he was obliged to increase it by a
draft from his brother officer. The following is an extract of his
better : —

“Bat, my dear general, I shall be obliged to take from you most’
of the gallant officers and men (regulars and volunteers) whom you
bave #0 long and: 20 nobly commanded. I am afraid that I shall,
by imperious necessity — the approach of yellow fever on the gulf
coast —reduce you, for a time, to stand on the defensive, This
will be infinitely painful to you, and, for that reason, distreseing to
me. Bat I rely upon your patriotism to submit to the temporary
sacrifice with cheerfulness. No man can better afford to do so.
Recent victories place you on thet high eminence ; and I even fat-
ter myself that any benefit that may result to me, personally, from
the unequal division of troops alluded to, will lessen the pain of your
eonsequent inactivity.

« You will be aware of the recent call for nine regiments of new
volunteers, inclnding one of Texas horse. The president may soon
ask for many more; and we are not without hope that Congress
may add ten or twelve to the regular establishment. These, by the
spring, say April, may, by the aid of large bounties, be in the
field — should Mexico not eatlier propose terms of accommodation ;
and, long before the spring (March), it is probable you will be again
in force to resume offensive operations.”

In obedience to this command, almost all the regular troops, com-
prising the divisions of Generals Worth and Patterson, the brigades
of Quitman and Twiggs, and all other corps which could poesibly
be drawn from the field of operations around the Rio Grande, were
ordered to Vera Cruz. Five hundred regulars were left, together
with four thousand five hundred newly arrived volunteers.

At parting with his veteran companions General Taylor delivered
the follomng brief but admirable address :

«Tt is with deep sensibility that the commanding general finds
himself separated from the troops he so long commanded. To
those corps, regular and volunteers, who have shared with him the
active services of the field, he feels the attachment due to such asso-
ciations, while to those who are making their first campaign, he
must express his regret that he cannot participate with them in its
eventful scenes. To all, both officers and men, he extends his
heart-felt wishes for their continued success and happiness, confi-
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dent that their achievements on another theatre will redound to the
credit of their country and its arms.”

Afier the departure of his troops, General Taylor again retired
to Monterey, where he remained until apprised of the certajn ap-
proach of Santa Anna. He then pushed forward to Agua Nuevs,
twenty miles south of Saltillo, where he remained until the 21st of
February. Learning that the Mexicans were advancing in great
force, he fell back twelve miles nearer Saltillo, to the defile called
Angostura, which faces the hacienda of Buena Vista. Here, with
his litde army of five thousand men, he awaited the arrival of twenty
thousand.

On the 22d of February, the anniversary of Washington’s birth-
day, the Mexican host were scen approaching over the distant hills.
It was a glorious spectacle, and even those who had never faced an
enemy, felt their bosoms bounding with courage and enthusiasm,
as the glittering masses of Santa Anna’s cavalry poured down into
the plains below. All fear was flang to the wind ; silently and
sternly that little band gathered round its leader and waited the fear-
ful shock.

Angostura is a position of remarkable natural strength. The
main road from Saltillo to San Luis there passes between closely
approximating chains of mountains. The bases of these mountains
are cut by occasional torrents of rain into numerous deep gullies,
almost impassable, owing to the ruggedness and steepness of the
banks, leaving between them elevated table-lands or plateaus of
various extent. The American army was drawn up nearly at right
angles to the road, its chief force being on the east of it, occupying
a large plateau commanding the mountain side. Facing the south
this force constituted the left wing. A battery of light antillery oc-
cupied the road, and the right wing rested on the opposite hill.

At about noon on the 21st, a white flag was brought to General
Taylor, with the following communication from Senta Anna:

«You are surrounded by twenty thousand men, and cannot in
any human probability avoid suffering a rout, and being cut to pieces
with your troops; but as you deserve consideration and particular
esteem, I wish to save you from a catastrophe, and for that purpose
give you this notice, in order that you may surrender at discretion,
under the assurance that you will be treated with the consideration
 belonging to the Mexican character; to which cnd you will be



BATTLE-GROUND AND VICINITY

BUENA VISTA.

FEBRUARY 333 AND 3343, 1647,

AGUA NUEY .
‘u
REVEREKRCES.

A. Right of the American Army.

B. Battery of light artillery posted on the road.
O. Left of the American Army on the - platean.”
D. D. Mexican Army befure the battle on the 22d.
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cre on bour's ime 10 make up ):our .mmd, to commence - =
et hen my fag of 00® arrives in your camp.
" e M,T;"view ] assure you of my particular consideration.”
« With this .
! -od as follows:
F Genenl "Tﬂ} ":: aote of this date, summoning me to surrender
«In ”P.’: ‘;‘,"‘ on, I beg leave to say that I decline acceding
my forces
to yoar b"g;:' I am, sir, your obedient servant.”
“ -m‘in' "+ account of the battle of Buena Vista in General
1-.3;%@ own words, & oontained in his official despatch to govern-

"":"T: inkwasation which reached me of the advance and concen-
raion € & bOUTY Mc:xlcan force in my frotft, h'ad assumed such a
i s, a8 to induce a special examination far beyond the

'-L_, o our pickets, 10 ascertain its correctness. A small party of

- e, W under Mujor McCulloch, despatched to the hacienda

" Proammacion, thity miles from this, on the route to San Luis

muns S teported o cavalry force of unknown strength at that
;h\‘ tn the 20th of February, a strong reconnoissance under
-.,"«'nanl-l‘ulouvl May was despatched to the hacienda of Hecli-
o while Major McCullough made another examination of Encar-
et The result of these expeditions left no doubt that the
Aoy Was in large foree at Encarnacion, under the orders of Gen-
ws San Auna, and that ke meditated a forward movement and
sunk upen our pesition.

« A3 the camp of Agua Nueva could be turned on either flank,
wn as the enemy’s force was greatly superior to our own, particu-
Ay i the arm of cavalry, I determined, afier much consideration,
ke up a position about eleven miles in rear, and there await the
sk, The army broke up its camp and marched at noon on the
3ixs, encamping at the new position a little in front of the hacienda
~ Buena Vista. With a small force I procecded to Saltillo, to make
il 1ICCESSATy arrngements for the defence of the town, eaving
ingadier-General Wool in the immediate command of the troops.

.- Before those arrangements were completed, on the morning of
«o 22, [ was advised that the enemy was in sight, advancing.
L pon reaching the ground, it was found that his cavalry advance
was in our front, hiving marched from Encarnacion, as we have

ouce learued, at 11 o’clock on the day previous, and driving in a
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mounted force left at Agm Nueva to cover the removal of publia
stores. Our trdops were in position, occupying a line of remarkable
strength. The road at this peint becomes a narrow defile, the val-
ley on its right being rendered quite impracticable for anilhry by &
system of deep and impassable gullies, while ony the Jeft a success
sion of rugged ridgesand precipitous ravines extendsfaf Back towari
the mountain which bounds the valiey. The features of the- gmud
mmchunndyhpanly!ethenﬁﬂerymdwdrydth-
enemy, while his infaiitry could hot derive afl’ thetdnnhge of its'
numerical superiority. In this position ‘we ptepned to receive hingy!
Captain Washington’s batgery (4th artillery) was pmd to confrim
the road, while the Ist and 2d Ilinois regiments, under Colobek‘
Hardin and Bissell, each eight companiés (to the iatter of whick
was atiached Captain Conner’s company of Texas volunteers,) and
the 2d Kentucky, undér Colonel McKee, occtipied the ctests of the'
ridges on the left and- in rear, The Arkamsas atd Kentuckyngtv
ments of cavalry, commanded by Colonels Yell and H. Marshall,
occupied the extreme left near the base of the mountain, while the’
Indiana brigade, under Brigadier-General Lane (composed: of the
2d and 3d regiments, under Colonels Bowles and Lane), the Missis-
#ippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis, the squadrons of the st and 24
dragoons, under Captain Steen and Lieutenant-Colonel May, and’
the light batteries of Captains Sherman and Bragg, 84 artillery, were.
held in reserve.

« At eleven o’clock I received from General Santa Anna a sum-
mons to surrender at discretion, which, with a copy of my reply, I
have already transmitted. The enemy still forbore his attack, evi-
dently waiting for the arrival of his rear columns, which could be
distinctly seen by our look-outs as they approached the field. A
demonstration made on his left caused me to detach the 2d Ken-
tucky regiment and a section of artillery to our right, in which posi-
tion they bivouacked for the night. In the mean time the Mexican
Kght troope had engaged ours on the extreme left (composed of parts
of the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry dismounted, and a rifle bat-
talion from the Indiana brigade, under Major Corman, the wholo
commanded by Golonel Marshall), and kept up a sharp fire, climb
ing the mountain side, and apparently endeavouring to gain our
flank. 'Phree pieces of Captain Washington®ssbattery had been de=
tached to the left, and were supported by the 24 Indiana regiment.
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being in the immediate command. In order to bring his men with-
in effective range, General Lane ordered the artillery and 2d In-
diana regiment forward. . The artillery advanced within musket
range of a heavy body of Mexican fnfantry; and wos served agai

it with great effect, but without being able to check - jts advance.

The infantry ordered (0 its support had fallen back in disorder, being
exposed, as well as the battery, not only to- a severe fire of small
arms from the front, but aleo to 8 marderous eross-fire of grape and
cavister from a Mezican battery on the left. Captain O'Brien found
it impossible to'retain his position withoat support, but was only.ajle
to withdraw two of his pieces, all the horses and cadnoneers of the
third piece being Lilled or disabled. The 2d Indiana regiment,
which had fallen back es stated, coald not be rallied, and took mo
farther part in the action, except a handful of men, who, under its
gullant colonel, Bowles, joined the Mississippi regiment, and did
good service, and those fugitives who, at a later period in the day,
assisted in defending the train and depdt at Buena Vista. This por-
ton of our line having given way, and the enemy appearing in
overwhelming force against our left flank, the light troops which
had rendered such good service on the mountain were compelled to
withdraw, which they did, for the most part, in good order. Many,
however, were ot rallied until they reached the depdt at Buena
Vista, 10 the defence of which they afterward contributed.

« Colonel Bissell’s regiment (2d Illinois), which had bee¢n joined
by a section of Captain Sherman’s battery, had become completely
outflanked, and was compelled to fall back, being entirely unsup-
ported. The enemy was now pouring masses of infantry and
cavalry along the base of the mountain on our left, and was gaining
our rear in great force. At this moment I arrived upon the field.
The Mississippi regiment had been directed to the left before reach-
ing the position, and immediately came into action agminst the
Mexican infantry which had turned our flank. The 24 Kentucky
regiment and & section. of artillery under Captain Bragg, had pre-
viously been ordered from the right to reinforce our left, and arrived
at a most opportune moment. That regiment, and a portion of the
ist lllinois, under Colonel Hardin, gallantly drove the enemy, and
recovered a portion of the ground we had lost. The batteries of
Captains Sherman and Bragg were in position on the plateau, and
did much execution, not only in front, but particularly upon the

6*
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masses which had gained our rear. Discovering that the enemy
was heavily pressing upon the Mississippi regiment, the 3d Indiana
regiment, under Colonel Lane, was despatched to strengthen that
of our line, which formed a crotchet perpendicular to the first
Tnof battle. At the same time Lieutenant Kilburn, with a piece
of Captain Bragg’s battery, was directed to support the infantry
there engaged. The action was for a long time warmly sustained
at that point—the enemy making several efforts both with infantry
and cavalry against our line, and being always repulsed with heavy
logs. I bad placed all the regular cavalry and Captain Pike’s
squadron of Arkansas horse under the orders of Brevet Lieutenant-
Colonel May, with directions to hold in cheek the enemy’s column,
still advancing to the rear along the base of the mountain, which
was done in conjunction with the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry
under Colonels Marshall and Yell.

“In the mean time our left, which was still strongly threatened
by a superior force, was farther strengthened by the detachment of
Captain Bragg's, and a portion of Captain Sherman’s batteries to
that quarter. The concentration of artillery fire upon the masses
of the enemy along the base of the mountain, and the determined
resistance offered by the two regiments opposed to them, had created
confusion in their ranks, and some of the corps attempted to effect
a retreat upon their main line of batle. The squadron of the 1st
dragoons, under Lieutenant Rucker, was now ordered up the deep
ravine which these retreating corps were endeavouring to cross, in
order to charge and disperse them. The squadron proceeded to
the point indicated, but could not accomplish the object, being ex-
posed to a heavy fire from a battery established to cover the retreat
of those corps. While the squadron was detached on this service,
a large body of the enemy was observed to concentrate on our ex-
treme left, apparently with the view of making a descent upon the
hacienda of Buena Vista, where our train and baggage were de-
posited. Lieutenant-Colonel May was ordered to the support of
that point, with two pieces of Captain Sherman’s battery under
Lieutenant Reynolds. In the mean time, the scattered forces near
*he hacienda, composed in part of Majors Trail and Gorman’s com-
inands, had been to some extent organized under the advice of
Major Monroe, chief of artillery, with the assistance of Major Mor-
rison, volunteer staff, and were posted to defend the position, Before
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pursued by Captain Shover, who was farther supported by a piece
of Captain Webster's battery, undey Lieutenant Donaldson, which
had advanced from the redoubt, rted by Captain Wheeler's
company of Illinois volunteers. The enemy made one or two
efforts to charge the amllery. but was finally driven back in a con-
fused mass, and did not again appear upon the plain.

«In the mean time, the firing had partially ceased upon the princi-
pal field. The enemy seemed to confine his efforts to the protection
of his antillery, and I had left the plateau for a moment, when I
was recalled thither by a very heavy musketry fire. On regaining
that position, I discovered that our infantry (Illinois and second
Kentucky) had engaged a greatly superior force of the enemy —
evidently his reserve—and that they had been overwhelmed by
numbers. The moment was most critical. Captain O'Brien, with
two pieces, bad sustained this heavy charge to the last, and was
finally obliged to leave his guns on the field — his infantry support
being entirely routed. Captain Bragg, who bad just arrived from
the left, was ordered at once into battery. Without any infantry
to support him, and at the imminent risk of losing his guns, this
officer came rapidly into action, the Mexican line being but a few
yards from the muzzle of his pieces. The first discharge of canister
caused the enemy to hesitate, the second and third drove him back
in disorder, and saved the day. The 2 Kentucky regiment,
which had advanced beyond supporting distance in this affair, was
driven back and closely pressed by the enemy’s cavalry. Taking
a ravine which led in the direction of Captain Washington’s battery,
their pursuers became exposed to his fire, which soon checked and
drove them back with loss. In the mean time the rest of our artil-
lery had taken position on the plateau, covered by the Mississippi
and 3d Indiana regiments, the former of which had reached the
gtound in time to pour a fire into the right flank of the enemy, and
thus contribute to his repulse. In this last conflict we had the mis-
fortune to sustain a very heavy loss. Colonel Hardin, Ist Illinois,
and Colonel McKee and Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 2d Kentucky
regiment, fell at this time while gallaotly leading their commands.

« No farther attempt was made by the enemy to force our position,
and the approach of night gave an opportunity to pay proper atten-
tion to the wounded, and also to refresh the soldiers, who had been
exhausted by incessant watchfulnees and combat. Thongh the
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night was severely cold, the troops were compelled for the most to
bivouac without fires, expectin, morning would renew the con-
flit. During the night the wetibded were removed to Saltillo, and
every prepamtion made to receive the enemy, should he again
sttack our position. Seven fresh companies were drawn from the
town, and Brigadier-General Marshall, with a reinforcement of
Kentucky cavalry and four heavy guns, under Captain Prentiss,
first artillery, was near at hand, when it was discovered that the
enemy had abandoned his position during the night. Our scouts
soon ascertained that he had fallen back upon Agua Nueva. The
great disparity of numbers, and the exbaustion of our troops; ren-
dered it inexpedient and hazardous to attempt pursuit. A staff
officer was despatched to General Santa Anna to negotiate an ex-
change of prisoners, which was eatisfactorily completed on the fol-
lowing day. Our own dead were collected and buried, and the
Mexican wounded, of which a large number had been left upon the
field, were removed to Saltillo, and rendered as comfortable as cir-
cumstances would permit.

% On the evening of the 26th, a close reconnoissance was made of
the enemy’s position, which was found to be occupied only by a
small body of cavalry, the infantry and artillery having retreated in
the direction of San Luis Potosi. On the 27th, our troops resumed
their former camp at Agua Nueva, the enemy’s rear-guard evacu-
ating the place as we approached, leaving a considerable number
of wounded. It was my purpose to beat up his quarters at Encar-
nacion early the next morning, but upon examination, the weak
condition of the cavalry horses rendered it unadvisable to attempt
so long a march without water. A command was finally des-
patched to Encarnacion, on the 1st of March, under Colonel Belk-
nap. Some two hundred wounded, and about sixty Mexican
soldiers were found there, the army having passed on in th®
direction of Matehuala, with greatly reduced numbers, and suffering
much from hunger. The dead and dying were strewed upon the
road, and crowded the buildings of the hacienda.

%The American force engaged in the action of Buena Vista 18
shown, by the accompanying field report, to have been three hun-
dred and thirty-four officers, and four thousand four hundred and
twenty-five men, exclusive of the small command left in and near
Baltillo. Of this number, two squadrons of cavalry and three bat-
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teries of light artillery,-making not more than four hundred and
fifty-three men, composed the only force of regular troops. The
strength of the Mexican army is ststed by General Santa Anna, in
his summons, to be twenty thousand ; and that estimate is confirmed
by all the information since obtained. Our loss is two hundred and
sixty-seven killed, four hundred and fifty-six wounded, and twenty-
three missing. Of the numerous wounded, many did not require
yemoval to the hospital, and it is hoped that a comparatively small
number will be permanently disabled. The Mexican loss in killed
and wounded may be fairly estimated at one thousand five hundred,
and will probably reach two thousand. At least five hundred of
their killed were left upon the field of baitle. We have no means
of ascertaining the number of deserters and dispersed men from
their ranks, but it is known to be very great.

“Our loss has been especially severe in cofficers, twenty-eight
having been killed upon the field. We have to lament the death
of Captain George Lincoln, Assistant Adjutant-General, serving in
the staff of General Wool—a young officer of high bearing and
approved gallantry, who fell early in the action. No loss falls more
heavily upon the army in the field than that of Colonels Hardin and
McKee, and Lieutenant-Colonel Clay. Possessing in a remarkable
degree the confidence of their commands, and the last two having
enjoyed the advantage of a military education, I had looked partjcu-
larly to them for support in case we met the enemy. I need not
say that their zeal in engaging the enemy, and the cool and stead-
fast courage with which they maintained their positions during the
day, fully realized my hopes, and caused me to feel yet more sen-
sibly their untimely loss.
~ “I perform a grateful duty in bringing to the notice of the gov-
ernment the general good conduct of the troops. Exposed for suc-
®ssive nights, without fires, to the severity of the weather, they
were ever prompt and cheerful in the discharge of every duty ; and
finally displayed conspicuous steadiness and gallantry in repulsing,
at great odds, a disciplined foe. While the brilliant success achieved
by their arms releases me from the painful necessity of specifying
many cases of bad conduct before the enemy, I feel an increased
obligation to mention particular corps and officers, whose skill, cool-
ness, and gallantry in trying situations, and under a continued and
beavy fire, seem to merit particular notice. :
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«To Bngldgvﬂeh!nl Wool my obligations are especially dae.
The high state of discipline and instraction of several of the volun-
teer regiments was sitained under his command, and to his vigilance
and arduoas service before the action, and his gallantry and activity
on the field, & large share of our success may justly be attributed.
During most of the engagement he was in- immediate command of
the troops thrown back on our left flank. I beg leave to recommend
bim to the favourable notice of the government. Brigadier-General
Lane (slightly wounded) was active and zealous throughout the day,
and displayed great coolness and gullantry before the enemy.

“The services of the light anillery, always conspicuous, were
more than usually distinguished. Moving rapidly over the roughest
ground, it was always in sstion at the right place and the right
time, and its well-directed fire dealt destruction in the masses of the
enemy. While I recommend to particular favour the gallant con-
duct and valuable services of Major Munroe, chief of artillery, and
Captains Washington, 4th attillery, and Sherman and Bragg, 8d
antillery, commanding batteries, I deem it no more than just to men-
tion all the subaltern officers. They were nearly all detached at
different times, and in every situation exhibited conspicuous skill
and gallantry. Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Brent, Whiting, and
Couch, 4th artillery, and Bryan, Topographical Engineers, (slightly
wounded,) were atiached to Captain Washington’s battery. Licu-
tenants Thomas, Reynolds, and French, 3d artillery, (severely
wounded,) to thiat of Captain Sherman; and Captain Shover and
Lieutenant Kilburn, 8d artillery, to that of Captain Bragg. Cap-
tain Shover, in conjunction with Lieutenant Donaldson, 1st artillery,
rendered gallant and important service in repulsing the cavalry of
General Minon. The regular cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel
May, with which was associated Captain Pike's squadron of Ar-
kansas horse, rendered useful service in holding the enemy in cheelt
and in covering the batteries at several points. Captain Steen, 1st
dragoons, was severely wounded early in the day, while gallantly
endeavouring, with my authority, to rally the troops which were
falling to the rear.

«The Mississippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis, were highly
conspicuous for their gallantry and steadincss, and sustained through-
out the engagement the reputation of veteran troops. Brought
into action against an immenscly superior force, they maintained
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themselves for a long time unsupported and with‘eavy loss, and
held an important part of the field until reinforced. Colonel Davis,
though severely wounded, remained in the saddle until the close of
the action. His distinguished coolness and gallantry at the head
of his regiment on this day entitle him to the particular notice of
the government. The 8d Indiana regiment, under Colonel Lape,
and a fragment of the 2d, under Colonel Bowles, were -associated
with the Mississippi regiment during the greater portion of the day,
and acquitted themselves creditably in repulsing the attempts of the
enemy to break that portion of our line. The Kentucky cavalry,
under Colonel Marshall, rendered good service dismounted, acting
as light troops on our left, and afterward, with a portion of the
Arkansas regiment, in meeting and dispersing the column of cavalry
at Buena Vista. The 1st and ?d Illinois, and the 2d Kentucky
regiments, served immediately under my eye, and I bear a willing
testimony to their excellent conduct throughout the day. The spirit
and gallantry with which the 1st Illinois and 2d Kentucky engaged
the enemy in the morning, restored confidence to that part of the
field, while the list of casualties will show how much these three
regiments suffered in sustaining the heavy charge of the enemy in
the afternoon. Captain Conner’s company of Texas volunteers,
attached to the 2d Illinois regiment, fought bravely, its captain being
wounded and two subalterns killed. Colonel Bissell, the only sur-
viving colonel of these regiments, merits notice for his coolness and
bravery on this occasion. After the fall of the field-officers of the
1st Illinois and 2d Kentucky regiments, the command of the former
devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Weatherford 5 that of the latter
upon Major Fry.

“ Regimental commanders and others who have rendered reports,
speak in general terms of the good conduct of their officers and men,
and have specified many names, but the limits of this report forbid a
recapitulation of them here. I may, however, mention Lieutenants
Rucker and Campbell of the dragoons, and Captain Pike, Arkansas
cavalry, commanding squadrons; Lieutenant-Colonel Field, Ken-
tucky cavalry; Lieutenant-Colonel Roane, Arkansas cavalry, upon
whom the command devolved after the fall of Colonel Yell; Major
Bradford, Captain Sharpe (severely wounded), and Adjutant Griffith,
Mississippi regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel Hadden, 2d Indiana regi-
nicnt, and Licutcnant Robinson, aid-decamp to Genenal Lane;

e
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Licotenant-ColdR! Weatherford, 1at Llinois regiment; Lieutenant
Colonel *Morrison, Major Trail, and Adjatant Whiteside (severely
wounded), 2d 1llinois regiment ; and Major Fry, 24 Kentucky regi-
ment, as being favourably noticed for gallantry and good conduct.
Major McCalloch, quartermaster in the volunteer service, rendgled
important services before the engagement, in the command of a spy
company, and during the affair was associated with the regular
cavalry. To Major Warren, lst Illinois voluateers, I feel much in-
debted for his firm and judicious course, while exercising command
in the city of Sahillo. .

«The medical staff; under the able direction of Assistant-Surgeon
Huchcock, were assiduous in attention to the wounded upon the
field, and in their careful removal to the rear. Both in these respects,
and in the subsequent organization and service of the hospitals, the
administration of this department was everything that could be
wished.

« Brigadier-General Wool speaks in high terms of the officers of
his staff, and I take pleasure in mentioning them here, having wit-
nessed their activity and zeal upon the field. Lieutenant and Aid-
de-camp McDowell, Colonel Churchill, inspector-general, Captain
Chapman, assislant -quartermaster, Lieutenant Sitgreaves, Topo-
graphical Engineers, and Captains Howard and Davis, volunteer
service, are conspicuously noticed by the general for their gallantry
and good conduct. Messrs. March, Addicks, Potts, Harrison, Bur-
gess, and Dusenbery, attached in various capacities to General
Wool’s head-quarters, are likewise mentioned for their intelligent
alacrity in conveying orders to all parts of the feld.

«In conclusion, I beg leave to speak of my own staff, to whose
exertions in rallying troops and communicating orders I feel greatly
indebted. Major Bliss, assistant adjutant-general, Captain J. H.
Eaton, and Lieutenant R. S, Garnett, aids-de-camp, served near my
person, and were prompt and zealous in the discharge of every
duty. Major Munroe, beside rendering valuable service as chief
of ariillery, was active and instrumental, as were also Colonels
Churchill and Belknap, inspectors-general, in rallying troops and
disposing them for the defence of the train and baggage. Colonel

Whiting, quartermaster-general, and Captain Eaton, chief of the
subsistence department, were engaged with the duties of their de-
partments, and also served in my immediate stafl’on the field. Cap-
7
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tain Sibley, assistant quartermaster, was neeemﬁy left with the
head-quarter camp near town, where his services were highly nse-
ful. Major Manefield and Lieutenant Benham, Engineers, and
Captain Linnard and Lieutenants Pope and Franklin, Topographieal
Engjneers, were employed before and during the engagement in
making reconnoissances, and on the field were active in bringing
information and in conveying my orders to distant points. Liea-
tenant Kingsbury, in addition to his proper duties as ordnance
officer, Captain Chilton, assistant quartermaster, and Majors Dix
and Coffee, served also as extra aids-de-camp, and were actively
employed in the transmission of orders. Mr. Thomas L. Critten-
den, of Kentacky, though not in service, volunteered as my aid-de-
camp on this occasion, and served with credit in that capecity.
Major Craig, chief of ordnance, and Surgeon Craig, medical director,
bad been detached on duty from head-quarters, and did not reach
the ground until the morning of the 24th—too late to participate in
the action, but in time to render useful services in their respective
departments of the staff.”

The following extracts from a letter of General Taylor to General
Bautler are important, as being more free and circumstantial, both
in style and matter, than can possibly be expected in an official
report : —

 In the morning of the 23d, at sunrise, the enemy renewed the
contest with an overwhelming force — with artillery, infantry, and
dragoons — which lasted with slight intermissions until dark. A
portion of the time the conflict was much the severest I have ever
witnessed, particularly towards the latter part of the day, when he
(Santa Anna) brought up his reserve, and in spite of every effort on
our part, after the greatest exertions I have ever witnessed on both
sides, drove us by an immense superiority of numbers for some dis-
tance. He had at least five to one at that point against us. Fortu-
nately, at the most critical moment, two pieces of artillery which I
had ordered up to support that part of our line, met our exhausted
men retreating, when they were brought into battery and opened on
the enemy, then within fifiy yards in hot pursuit, with canister and
grape, which brought him to a balt and soon compelled him to fall
back. In this tremendous contest we loet three pieces of artillery,
nearly all the men having been killed or crippled, which put it out
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of our power fo bring them off; nor did I deem it advisable to
attempt to regamin them.

«The encmy made his principal effotts against our flanks. He
was handsomely repulsed on our right, but succeeded early in the
day in gaining our left, in consequence of the giving way of ane of
the volunteer regiments, which could not be rallied; with but few
exceptions, the greater portion retiring about a mile to a large rancho
or farm-house, where our wagons and a poruon of our stores werc
keft. These were soon after attacked by the edemy’s cavalry, who
were repulsed with some loss.

! « For several hours the fate of the day was extremely doubtful;
#o much so that I was urged by some of the most ‘experlenced
officers to fall back and take a mew position. This I knew it would
never do to attempt with volunteers, and at once declined it. The
scene had now become one of the deepest interest. Between the
several deep ravines, there were portions of level land from one to
four hundred yards in extent, which became alternately points of
attack and defence, afier our left was turned, by both sides. These
extended along and ncar the base of the mountain for about two
miles, and the struggle for them may be very appropriately com-
pured to a game of chess. Night put a stop to the contest, and,
strange to say, both arinies occupied the same positions they did in
the morning before the battle commenced. Our artillery did more
than wonders. '

«We lay on our arms all night, as we had done the two pre
vious ones, without fires, there being no wood to be had, and the
mercury below the freezing point, ready and expecting to renew the
contest the next morning ; but we found at daylight the enemy had
retreated during the night, leaving his killed and many of his
wounded for us to bury and take care of — carrying off every thing
else, and taking up a position at this place. 'We did not think it
advisable fo pursue, not knowing whether he would renew the
attack, continue his retreat, or wished to draw us from our strong
position; but contented ourselves with watching his movements
closely.

«“The loss on both sides was very great, as you may suppose —
enouch so on ours to cover the whole country with mourning, for
some of the noblest and purest of the land have fallen. We had
two hundisd and forty killed, and live hundred wounded. The

D
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enemy bas suffered in still greater numbers, but €s the dead and
wounded are scattered all over the country, it is difficult to ascertain
their number. The prisoners who have fallen into our hands, be-
tween two and three hundred — enough to exchange for all that
have been taken from us—as well as some medical officers left
behind to take care of the wounded, say that their killed and
wounded is not less than fifieen hundred, and they say perhaps
more.

«1 hope the greater portion of the good people of the country
will be satisfied with what we have done on this occasion. I flatter
myself that our compelling a Mexican army of more than twenty
tbousand men, completely organized, and led by their chief magis-
trate, to relreat, with less than five hundred regulars and about four
thousand volunteers, will meet their approval. I had not a single
company of regular infantry ; the whole was taken from me.”

The character of this great batle is thus given by the able editor
of the Baltimore American :—

«It appears that the batile of Buena Vista was really fought by
less than five thousand Americans against twenty thousand Mexi-
cans. With a proportion of five to one against us, in point of num-
bers, it is to be remembered too that the Mexicans were regular
soldiers, while nearly nine-tenths of our troops were volunteers on
their first campaign. With the exception of the Mississippi regi-
ment, which fought at Monterey, the rest of the volunteers met an
enemy in the field for the first time at Buena Vista. We may then
estimate, in some sort, the valour of those brave men who stood for
nine hours against overwhelming numbers, firm in their own heroism,
indomitable in spirit, inflexible in purpose, rolling back the tide of
war, as rocks repel the surges of the ocean, and finally standing
victorious on that field of terrific strife. The standard of the republic
never streamed over a battle-field more gallantly won. General
Taylor’s loss in killed, wounded, and missing, was nearly one-sixth
of his entire force. Yet, when the battle ceased on the evening of
the23d, and a renewal of the fight was expected with the next
day’s dawn, what record do we find of that epoch of suspense!
Here it is :—¢ During the night,’ says General Taylor, ¢ the wounded
were removed to Saltillo, and every preparation made to receive the
enemy, should he aguin attack our position.’ There was no mis-
giving in that little band.
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4This battle of Butna Vista, remarkable in many points of view,
is particularly so as exhibiting extraordinary steadiness, endurance,
and courage, on the part of raw troops exposed ta.fire for the first
time. Here was a pitched battle entered upon deliberately; an
enemy immensely superior in numbers ; regular troops, commanded
by the ablest and most experienced general in Mexico; and this
batle to be fought in open field, without fartifications or intrench-
ments, was awaited by our soldiers, who lay upon their arms on the
night of the 22d, knowing that the morning’s light would usherina
“y of conflict and carnage. It was a crisis to try veterans; it was
met by men who less than a year before were engaged in every
variety of industrial pursuit in peaceful life, who had never seen a
battle or met a foe.

« While these facts demonstrate unyielding elements of hardihood
and courage in the men who fought at Buena Vista, they indicate
also the high and commanding character of the officers who brought
those sterling materials into order and efficiency. Those lamented
sons of Kentucky, McICee and Clay, the gallant Davis of Mississippi,
znd others, educated at West Point, added all the aids of military
knowledge to their own heroic bearing in the discipline of their
troops and in the inspiration of confidence, so essential to success in
war. But where the blaze of glory concentrates with most particular
lustre, its brilliant light falls upon the calm countenance of the
general-in-chief, Taylor, the invincible, to whom all eyes were turned
in every crisis of danger—who formed in himself the stay and bul-
wark of the hopes of his army—the ouly man, perhaps, who would
have fought the battle of Buena Vista ; the only man, probably, who
could have won it. Imperturbable and sclf-possessed, he held the
vattle in his eye ; and amid the storm and fury of the strife he in-
spired renewed cournge by his’ presence at every pomt of danger.

“With such a commander and such troops, victory is fast bound to
our standard, let it float where it may.”

Such was the battle of Buena Vista. Long will it be remembered
in the history of our country. Coming ages will muse upon iis im-
portant issucs, its terrible charges, its sickening slaughter with
astomshment and awe ; and the man who gained it will one day be
accounted as one of the greatest among living generals.

The battle of Buena Vista has been the crowning act of Taylor’s
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career. He retired soon after to Monterey, where want of supplies
still forces him to remain.

The followingggemarks upon General Taylor are made by Sei-
geant Harris of army, who is of course personally acquainted
with him :—

«The character of General Taylor is pretty much what it is re-
presented. He is mild and affable, yet firm and unflinching. Ka
soldier under his command thinks he is aggrieved, it is to the gene-
ral he looks for redress, and never fails in getting it, in case General
Taylor, on inquiry, ascertains it to be well founded. The ¢old
man, as he is fymiliarly termed by officers and men, is approach-
able at all hours. He will sit and talk with the commonest soldier
in the most affable manner, and my informant tells me that he has
often wondered at secing him enter minutely into the private affairs
of the soldiers under his command, give them his advice when
asked, as it frequently is, and when that is over, read to them from
the newspapers the anecdotes of the army, which have made their
way into print in the northern cities, at which he would laugh as
heartily as any of them. He is beloved by all in his command,
officers and men. All take pleasure in obeying his commands;
and when an order is given by him, there is emulation among all
who hear it, to obey it. His treatment of the Mexicans is marked
with the same urbanity. They, according to my informant, at least
such of them as have been in the habit of serving the camp with
milk and other little nick nacks, love him as much as his own sol
diers do.

“On a certain occasion one of these poor creatures complained
to Le Capitana, that a volunteer had entered his rancho, and ap-
propriated to his own use some of his edibles, without paying for
them. Now this was a breach of orders which General Taylor
could not overlook, so he had the marauder identified by the Mexi-
can, and brought before him. The general-examined and cross-
examined him, in relation to the offence, for upwards of two hours,
at the end of which time he arrived at the conclusion that the volun-
teer was not quite so much to blame as the accuser represented, but
thought him deserving of some punishment, and what was the
punishment do you suppose he inflicted upon him? Why he di-
rected a barrel to be placed in front of his tent, directed the volun-
teer to mount it, and kept him etanding there for two hours. At the
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Anctber writer says: .

« As plain Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, the writer of this has ofien
seen ¢Old Zach’_putting his men through the battalion drill on the
northern banks e Wisconsin in the depths of February. This
would seem only characteristic of the man who has since proved
himself equally ¢Rough and Ready’ under the sorching sun of the
tropics. But, looking back through long years to many a pleasant
hour spent i the well-selected library of the post which Colonel
Taylor then commanded, we recur now with singular interest to the
agreeable conversations held in the room which was the Colonel's
favourite resort amid the intervals of duty. Nor will the reader
think these personal remjniscences impertinent, when we add that
our object in recurring to them here is simply to mention that, re-
membering alike the wintry drill and the snug book-room, Taylor’s
hardihood—the idea of which now so readily attaches to his soubri-
quet of Rough and Ready—would certainly not then have struck a
stranger as more characteristic than his liberal-minded intelligence.
Remarkable sincerity of manner, a dash of humour amid diffident re-
serve, blended with a cordiality that for want of a better phrase we
should call mesmeric, characterized the mien of the distinguished
man, upon whom the eyes of all his countrymen are now fixed with
such curious interest. He was one of those few men who instantly
impress a stranger with the idea of frankness and reality of charac-
ter, while still suggesting to the imagination that there was much
to study in him. Above all was it apparent that his singular
modesty was genuine — was of the soul ; that he was a man whose
strong individuality his nearest intimates must hesitate to write
about and publish to the world in terms of praise. And we know
the fact that in one instance a friend whom the General had obliged,
when replying to some newspaper disparagement of Taylor's mili-
tary standing and services at the commencement of the Florida war,
was deterred by his knowledge of this trait from communicating his
article to the subject of it, lest the terms of eulogy he bad employed
might be oflensive to Taylor. This dislike of puffery, nay this
almost wayward turning one’s back upon fame, is, however, per-
fecily consistent with the most jealous sense of what is due to one’s
personal character; and that quality General Taylor’s published
correspondence with the Department of War proves he possesses in
the moat lively degree. He there shows that he leavas the laurels
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of the hero to take care of themselves, but the rights and the char- ®

acter of Zachary Taylor must not be tampered @ith. And this is -
the quality which will ever prevent him from becoming the tool of
party. He is a man that cannot be used by others save in the line
of his duty. A man who cannot be appmched to be thus used ;
for there is sometimes a shrewd fire in the glance of his friendly
eye, an epigrammatic heartiness of response bolting forth amid his -
taciturnity, that would utterly bewilder and cogfpund the ordinary
man of the world, who approached him with dodble-dealing phrase,
or selfish insincerity of purpose.

« With regard to his persdnal appearance, of all the ‘portraits of
General Taylor that we have seen, and there is one in each of the
volumes before us, that published in Graham’s Magazine strikes us
as decidedly the best. In some respects it is flattered, and in others
it bardly comes up to the strongly marked character expressed in
the face of the original ; as a whole, however, it is far more faithful
than the others. Its flattery, we imagine, lies in making Taylor look
youunger than he now appears. For his looks in the picture are
those which we recall when seeing him just after the close of his
campaign, now many years gone by. The stamped medals pub-
lished lately by J. P. Ridner we should think would better repre-
sent his present appearance.

« While indulging in these gossiping references, which we know
will interest some of our readers, we may here relate an anecdote
of General Taylor, which we once heard, amid the early scenes of
the Black Hawk war on Rock river, and which, though never
verified to our knowledge, still seems most characteristic of the
Rough and Ready of later years. Some time after Stillman’s defeat
by Black Hawk’s band, Taylor, marching with a large body of
volunteers and a handful of regulars in pursuit of the hostile Indian
force, found himself approaching Rock river, then asserted by many
to be the true north-western boundary of the state of Illinois. The
voluateers, as Taylor was informed, would refuse to cross the
stream. They were militia, they said, called out for the defence
of the state, and it was unconstitutional to order them to march be-
yond its frontier’into the Indian country. Taylor thereupon halted
his command, and encamped within the acknowledged boundaries
of Dlincis. He would not, as the relator of the story said, budge

an inch funther without orders. He had already driven Black
D'
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e Hawk out of the state, but the question of crossing Rock river
seemed hugely to;trouble his ideas of integrity to the constitation
on one side, and military expediency on the other. During the
night, however, orders came, either from General Scott or General
Atkinson, for him to follow up Black Hawk to the last. The quiet-
ness of the Regular colonel meanwhile had rather encouraged the
mutinous militia to bring their proeeedings toa head. A sort of
town-meeting wes called upon the prairie, and Taylor invited to
attend.  After hstehmg for some time very quietly to the proceed-
ings, it became Rough and Ready’s tmrn to address the chair.
«He had heard,’ he said, ¢ with much’ pleasure the views which
several speakers had of the independence and dignity of each pri-
vate American citizen. He felt that all gentlemen there present
were his equals —in reality he was persuaded that many of them
would in a few years be his superiors, and perhaps, in the capacity
of members of Congress, arbiters of the fortune and reputation of
humble servants-of the Republic like himself. He expected then
to obey them as interpreters of the will of the people ; and the best
proofs he could give that he would obey them, was now to observe
the orders of those whom the people had already put in the places
of authority, to which many gentlemen around him justly aspired.
In plain English, gentlemen and fellow-citizens, the word has been
passed on to me from Washington to follow Black Hawk and take
you with me as soldiers. I mean to do both. There are the flat-
boats drawn up on the shore, and here are Uncle Sam’s men
drawn up behind you on the prairie.’

s ¢ Stra-anger,’ added the man who told the story, ¢ the way them
militia-men sloped into those flat-boats was a caution. Not another
word was said. Had Zach Taylor been with Van Rennselaer at
Niagara river, in the last war, [ rayther think he'd a taught him
how to get militia-men over a ferry.”” .

After the battle of Buena Vista, General Taylor addressed the
following letter to the Hon. Henry Clay, concerning the death
of his son. It shows that alihough the general has lived from a
youth amid the horrors of camp life, he yet has a heart big with
the noblest sentiments of humanity.

“My peaR S1r: You will no doubt have received, before this can
reach you, the deeply distressing intelligence of the death of your

son in the battle of Buena Vista. It is with- no wish of intruding
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» for what they are worth. If I desired to express in the fewest words
what manner of man General Taylor is, I should say that, in his
manners and his appearance, he is one of the common people of this
country. He might be transferred from his tent at Monterey to this
assembly, and he would not be remarked among this crowd of
respectable old farmers as a man at all distinguished from those
around him. Perfectly temperate in his habits, perfectly plain in
his dress, entirely upassuming in his manners, he appears to be an
old gentleman in fine health, whose thoughts are not turned upon
his personal appearance, and who has ug point about him to attract
particular attention. In his intercourse with men, he is free, frank
and manly; he plays off none of the airs of some great men whom
I have met. Any one may approach him as nearly as can be de-
sired, and the more closely his- character is examined the greater
beauties it discloses.

“1. Heis an honest man. I do not mean by that merely that he
does not cheat or lie. I mean that he is a man that never dissem-
bles, and who scorns all disguises. He neither acts a part among
his friends for effect, nor assumes to be what he is not. Whenever
he speaks you hear what he honestly believes; and, whether right
or wrong, you feel assurance that he has expressed his real opinion,
His dealings with men have been of a most varied character, and I
have never heard. his honest name stained by the breath of the
slightest reproach.

% 2. Heis a man of rare good judgment. By no means possessed
of that brilliancy of genius which attracts by its flashes, yet, like
the meteor, expires even while you gaze upon it; by no means
possessing that combination of talent which penetrates instantly the
abstrusest subject, and measures its length and breadth as if by in-
tuition, General Taylor yet has that order of intellect which more
slowly but quite as surely masters all that it engages, and examines
all the combinations of which the subject is susceptible. When he
announces his conclusions you feel confident that he well under-
stands the ground upon which he plants himself, and you rest
assured that the conclusion is the deduction of skill and sound sense
faithfully applied to the matter in hand. It is this order of mind
which has enabled him, unlike many other officers of the army, to
attend to the wants of his family, by so using the means at his dis-

posa) as to surroungd himself in his ~* ith 4 hapdsome private

-
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fortune, and to be blessed with an almost perfect constitution. I®
would to-day prefer his advice ini any matter of private mmut-
would take hmopmonutothovalue of an estate—would’ mathe
follow his suggestions in & scheme where property or capital mé
be embarked, would pursne more confidently his counsel where the
management of an army was invalved, or the true honour of my

was at siake, than that of any other man I have ever known.
I regard -his judgment as being first-rate at every thing, from a horse-
trade up to a trade in human life upon the field of battle.

3. Heis a firm mian did possessed of great energy of character.
Tt were a waste of time to dwell upon these traits of his character,
for his military career has afforded such abundant examples of his
exercise of these qualities as to render them familier to every citizen
who has ever read or heard of the inan. In his army they are daily
exhibited, and stand conspicuously displayed in every order which
emanates from his pen.

“4. He is a benevolent man. This quality has been uniformly
displayed in his treatment of the prisoners who bave been placed in
his power by the vicissitudes of war. No man who had seen him
after the battle of Buena Vista as he ordered the wagons to bring in
the Mexican wounded from the battle-field, and heard him as he at
once cautioned his own men that the wounded were to be treated
with mercy, could doubt that he was alive to all the kinder impulses
of our nature. The indiscretions of youth he chides with paternal
kindness, yet with the decision which forbids their repetition; and
the young men of his army feel that it is a pleasure to gather around
him, becausc there they are as welcome as though they visited the
hearth-stone of their own home; and they are always as freely in-
vited to partake of what he has to offer as if they were under the
roof of & father. His conduct in sparing the deserters who were
captured at Buena Vista exhibited at the same time in a manner his
benevolence and his judgment. ¢ Don’t shoot them,’ said he : ¢ the
worst punishment I will inflict is to retura them to the Mexican
army.’ When Napoleon said to one of his battalions, ¢ Inscribe it
on their fidg: No longer of the army of Italy,’ he used an exprus-
sion which was deemed so remarkable that history preserved it for
the admiration of future ages; yét it was not more forcible as an
jllustration of his power in touching the springs of human action






] . .
SWORDS FOR TAYLOR, ETC. & 89

fairly entitle Messrs B. and K. to specinl notice and prajse. The first of
these splendid weapons, intended for General Taylor, has a gold scabbard,
heavily mounted in fine chased gold, and ornamented with three large
and beautiful Siberian carbuncles. The hilt is of mother-of-pearl and fine
engraved gold alternating, and surmounted with a large and unusually
rich Brazilian topaz. The blade is an exquisite piece of work, covered
with neat and appsopriate devioes, among them being the arms of Ken-
tocky, with the niotto, * United we stand, divided we fall’ On the scab-
bard is the following inscription :

«¢ Presented by the peopie of Kentucky to Major-General Zachary Taylor,
as an evidence of the oginion of his generalship, gallantry and firmuess, in
the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de Ia Palma, and Montersy.’ (We would
bure state that this sword was ordered before the battle of Buepa Vista
was fought, which accounts for this brilliant achievement not forming a
part of the record here.)

«The sword for General Butler, like that for General Taylor, is made
according to the prescribed form of weapon for a Major-General ; has a
silver grip, is ornamented in the head with a fine Brazilian topaz, and
embellished in a style of similar elegance. It contains the following in-
scription: )

« « Presented by the people of Kentucky to Major-General William O.
Butler, in testimony of his daring gallantry in heading his brave division
in the desperate charge against a battery in the battle of Monterey.’

«The sword intended for Major Barber’s widow is a steel sabre, gold
mounted, with silver grip, handsomely engraved and decorated, and having
a pale topaz in the head. The inscription was as follows:

4« Presented by the people of Kentucky to the widow of Major Philip
Nortourne Barber, in testimony of his services as a patriot and his achieve-
ments as a soldier, the chivalry of his life and the glory of his death.’

« These swords were ordered by a commiittee of gentlemen appointed -
by Governor Owsley. They are to be in Frankfort at the opening of the
next Legislature of the State of Kentucky.”

8‘
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Qxnzrar Worte was born in the city of Hudson, Columbia
" county, New York. The first of the name in this country came
from Devonshire, England, and settled in Massachusetts in 1642.
The general’s father followed the sea, was a man of character and
capacity ; his mother was the daughter of Marshall Jenkins, Esq.,
one of the original proprietors of the city of Hudson. Worth was
educated for, and bred up to mercantile pursuits; but, as he once
said to an acquintance, “he was nof born to be a merchant;”
meaning that his inclinations pointed another way, and that the cast
and character of bis mind disqualified him for the avocation.

On the declaration of war in 1812, he was a resident of Albany ;

»

—-—

and though but eighteen years of age, delermined at once to enter

the service: but unable to get a commission, or impatient of the

delay, which those who apply for office sometimes experience, he -

joined the army as a private secretary to Major-General Lewis, who
finding him more inclined to the field than the desk, and having no
vacancy in his own family, very kindly recommended him to Scott,
who was then at the head of his brigade on the Canada frontier.
Scott immediately appointed him his aid and placed him on his staff.
In the active and spirited campaign which ensued, he distin-
guished bimself as a brave and gallant soldier. He was with Scott
ih the battles of Chippewa and Niagara, where he distinguished
himself in a manner that won the entire approval of his able com-
mander. “The family of General Scott,” says the commander,
Brown, in bis official report of Niagara, « were conspicuous in the
field, Lieutenant Smith, of the 6th infantry, the major of the
brigade, and Lieutenants /#orth and Watts his aids,”” He was
rewarded by government [August 19th, 1814] with a captaincy.
At the celebrated battle of Niagara he received a severe wound,
0)
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of service to them, or if, contrary to the complexion of affairs at
that time, war should ensue, he would waive all etiquette, and
hasten to resume some post of danger. He had scarcely reached
Washington, when news arrived that the Mexicans had crossed the
river, surrounded both American stations, and placed Taylor in in-
minent danger. He immediately addressed the following note
[dated May 9th, 1847, six o'clock, P. M.] to Adjutant-General
Jones:

« Reliable information, which I have this moment received from
the head-quarters of’ the army in front of Matamoras, makes it not
only my duty, but accords with my inclination, to request permis-
sion to withdraw my resignation, and that I be ordered or permitted
forthwith to return to, and take command of the troops from which
I was separated on the 7th of April, &c.”

The answer was as follows :—

«I have submitted to the Becretary of War your letter of this
afternoon’s date, in which, for reasons stated, you request that your
resignation, recently tendered, may be recalled, and you may be
ordered or permitted forthwith to return and take command of the
troops, from which you were separated. The motives which prompt
this course on your part are fully appreciated, and I am directed to
say that your request is complied with. You will, therefore, repair
without delay to General Taylor’s head-quarters, and report to him
accordingly.”

Worth reached the Rio Grande in time to be present at the taking
of Matamoras, and was appointed as head of the delegation from the
American army, to negotiate the capitulation.

General Worth was extremely mortified in having missed the
battles of May Sth and 9th, in consequence of his voluntary absence.
Appretiating this feeling, General Taylor gave a rare proof of his
disinterestedness and sympathy with a brother officer, by entrusting

im with an independent command during the storming of Monterey.
description of the defences appertaining to this city is given in
the biography of Taylor; and against a chain of these, on Federa-
cion and Independencia hills, was General Worth withsthe 2d divi-
sion sent. His operations are thus described by himself :—

«I have the honour to report that, in obedience to the verbal
orders of the general-inhiof. the division under my command,
composed of Licutens 'ean’s battery of horse artillery,
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artillery battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Childs, and 8th regiment,

Captain Scriver, constituting the first brigade, under Lieutenant-

Colonel Staniford; Lieutenant Mackall's battery, horse artillery,

6th infuntry, (Major Scott ;) 17th, (Captain Miles;) and one com-

pany Louisiana volunteers, (Captain Blanchard ;) 2d brigade, under

Brigadier-General Persifer F. Smith, (colonel of rifles,) and Colonel

Hays's regiment of Texan mounted riflemen, moved from the main,
camp at El Bosque de St. Domingo at two o’clock P M. on the

20th.

« My instructions were by a defour to the right, to endeavour to
find and reach the Salillo road, effect a thorough reconnoissance of
the approaches to the city from that direction, to cut off supplies
and reinforcements, and, if practicable, carry the heights.

« Owing 1o the difficulties of the ground after leaving the Marin,
and before striking the Presquina Grande road, the division had
reached only six miles, in consequence of the delay in making the
route practicable for artillery, which service was performed by Cap-
tain Sanders, at six o'clock, P. M., and was halted just without the
range of a gun-battery on the summit of an isolated hill called Loma
de Independencia, midway on the ascent of which was the Bishop’s
Palace. Thence a reconnoissance was made, under cover of de-
tachments of Hays’s Texans, to the intersection of the Presquina
Grande route, then in our possession, with the Saltillo road. This
examination resulted in the conviction that the grounds in our front
and on our left, in advance, constituted at the same time the weak
and the strong points of the enemy’s position, and entcred mainly
into the defences of the city—the weak point, because commanding
the only lines of retreat and of supply in the direction of Saltillo,
and controlling that in the direction of I’resquina Grande ; the strong
point, because of the pecaliarly defensive character of the hills and
gorges, and of the very carcful and skilful manner with which they
bad becn fortified and guarded. It was also clearly indicated that
our further advance would be strenuously resisted.

«On the morning of the 21st, the division was put in motion,
and with sugh formation as to present the readiest order of batile, on
any point of assault. At six, the advance, consisting of Hays’s
‘I'exans, supported by the light companies, 1st brigade, under Cap-
win C. F. Smith (both extended as the valley widened or con-
tacted), clozely followed by Duncan's light artillery and baualion,
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2ends of columns, an turning an angle of the mountain at a hacienda
cailed San Jeronimo, came upon a strong force of cavalry and in-
fantry, mostly the former. A conflict immediately ensued. The
Texans received the heavy charge of cavalry with their unerring
rifles and usual gallantry ; the light companies opened a rapid and
well-directed fire ; Duncan’s battery was in action in one minute,
(promptly supported by a section of Mackall’s,) delivering its fire
over the heads of our men. Ere the close of the combat, which
lasted but fifteen minutes, the 1st brigade had formed to the front,
on the right and left, and delivered its fire. The 2d brigade was
held in reserve, the ground not admitting of its deployment. The
enemy retired in disorder (leaving on the ground one hundred killed
and wounded ; among the former, Don Juan N. Najua, colonel of
the permanent regiment of lancers,) upon the Salillo road, and was
closely pursued, until we got possession of the gorge, where all the
debouches from Monterey unite, whereby the force just defeated,
as also reinforcements and supplies from that direction, were ex-
cluded from entering the city. At this important point the division
was halted, and attention directed to the mountain forts which en-
velope the city on its western and south-western faces. Soon dis-
covering, however, that our position brought us within effective
range of the batteries, the troops were advanced some eight hundred
yards further on the Saltillo road.

«The examination, thus far, had manifested, besides the impor-
tauce of the positions, the impracticability of any effective operations
against the city, until possessed of the exterior forts and battcries.
Independent, however, of ulterior objects, the occupation of these
heights became indispensable to the restoration of our lines of com-
munication with head-quarters, necessarily abandoned for the mo-
ment in order to secure the gorges of the Saltillo rond. At twelve
M., a force was detached under Captain C. F. Smith, with orders
to storm the batteries on the crest of the nearest hill, called Federa-
cion, and after taking that, to carry the fort called Soldada, on the
ridge of the same height, retired about 60O yards. The two cffec-
watly guarded the slopes and roads in either valley, and gonsequently
e approaches to the city.  This command consisted of four com-
pares \R 2, B3d, and G. and H 4th artillery,) of the artillery
tatalion, and Green’s, McGowan’s, R. A. Gillespie’s, Chandler’s,
Waticue's, and McCulloch’s companies of Texan rificmen, under
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Mejor Chevalier, acting in co-operation—in all about three hundred
effectives. It was impossible to mask the movement of the storm-
iog party. On approaching the base of the mountain, the guns of
both batteries opened a plungmg fire, and numerous light troops
were scen descending and armanging themeelves at favoursble points
on the slopes. Perceiving the indications of determived resistance,
Captain Miles was detached from the 7th, to support and co-operate
with the first party.

“In a short time the fire became general.llnemnygmdnnlly
yielding and retiring up the rugged acclivity, and our men as
steadily pursuing. The appearance of heavy reinforcements on the
ssmmit, and the cardinal importance of the operation demanding
farther support, the 5th-under Major Scott, and Blanchard’s compa-
vies of volunteers were immediately detached, accompanied by Bei-
gadier-General Smith, who was instructed to take direction in that
quarter. On reaching the advance parties, General Smith discovered
that under favour of the ground, he could, by directing a portian of
the force to the right, and moving it obliquely up the hill, carry the
Soldada simultaneously with the Federacion. He accordingly very
judiciously pointed and accompanied the 5th, 7th, and Blanchard's
company in that direction. Captain Smith’s command having most
gullantly carried the first object of attack, promptly turned the cap-
tured gun—a nine-pounder—upon the second, and moved on with
his main body to participate in the assault on Soldada, which was
carried in gallant style by the forces under Scott, Miles, Blanchard,
and Hays (who had been detached on special service, but who re-
turned in time to share with fifty of his men in the first assault, and
to take a prominent part in the second), the whole directed by
General Smith.

«At this point we secured another nine-pounder, and immediately
both pieces were brought to bear upon the Bishop’s Palace, situated
upon and midway the southera slope of the hill Independencia, a
valley of only six hundred yards intervening. We bhad now secured
an important advantage, and yet but half the work was done. The
possession of these heights only made thc more apparent the con-
trolling importance of those opposite, and the necessity of occupyinz
the palace. A violent storm ensued, and night closing in, operations
for the day ceased. The troops had now been thirty-six hours
without food, and constantly tasked to the utmost physical exertior

L 4
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vaaced, under cover, iwo companies of light troops under the com-
nand of Captain Vinton, acting major, and judiciously drawn up
the main body of his command, flanked on the right by Hays, and
‘eft by Walker's Texans. The enemy advanced boldly, wis
repulsed by one general discharge from all arms, fled in confusion,
closely pressed by Childs and Hays, preceded by the light troops
under Vinton; and while they fled past, our troops entered the
palace and fort. In a few moments the unpretending flag of our
union had replaced the gaudy standard of Mexico. The captured
guns—one six-inch howitzer, one twelve, and two nine-pounder
brass guns, together with Duncan’s and Mackall's ficld-batteries,
which came up at a gallop, were in full and effective play upon
the retiring and confused masses that filled the street (of which wé
had the prolongation) leading to the nearest plaza, La Capella, also
crowded with troops. At this moment the enemy’s loss was heavy.
The investment was now camplete. Except the forces necessary
to hold the positions on Independencia and serve the guns (shified
to points where the shot could be made to reach the great plaza),
the division was now concentrated around the palace, and prepara-
tion made to assault the city on the following day, or sooner, should
the general-in-chief either so direct, or, before communication be
had, renew the assault from the opposite quarter. In the mean time
attention was directed to every provision our circumstances per-
mitted, to alleviate the condition of our wounded soldiers and
officers; to the decent interment of the dead, not omitting in either
respect all that was due to those of the enemy.

« About ten A. M., on the 234, a heavy fire was heard in the op-
posite quarter. Its magnitude and continuance, as well as other
circumstances, did not permit a doubt that the general was conduct-
:ng & main attack ; and that bis orders for my co-operation (having
w travel a circuit of some six miles) had miscarried or failed to
teach me, by means of the numerous cavalry of the enemy. Under
these convictions, the troops were instantly ordered to commence an
operation, which, if not otherwise directed, I had designed to exe-
cute in part, under favour of the night. Two columns of attack
were organized, to move along the two principal streets, leading
from our position, in direction of the great plaza, compoeed of light
troops slighily extended, with orders to mask the men whenever
pmcticaglo. avoid those poinuEswept by the enemy’s artillery, o

<«
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press on to the first plaza, Capella, to get hold of the ends of streets
beyond, then enter the buildings, and by means of picks and bars
break through the longitudinal section of the walls, work from -
house to house, and ascending the roofs, to place themselves on the
same breast-height with the enemy. Light artillery by sections and
pieces, under Duncan, Roland, Mackall, Martin, Hays, Irons, Clarke,
and Curd, followed at suitable intervals, covered by reserves to
guard the pieces and the whole operation against the probable en-
terprises of cavalry upon our left. This. was effectually done by
seizing and commanding the bead of every cross street. The streets
were, at different and well-chosen points, barricaded by heavy ma-
sonry walls, with embrasures for one or more guns, and in every
instance well supported by cross batteries. These arrangements
of defence gave to our operations at this moment a complicated cha-
racter, demanding much care and precaution; but the work went
on steadily, simultaneously, and successfully. About the time our
assault commenced, the fire ceased from our force in the opposite
quarter. Disengaged on the one side, the enemy was enabled to
shift men and guns to our quarter, as was soon manifesied by accu-
mulation of fire. At dark we had worked through the walls and
squares, and reached to within one block of the great plaza, leaving
a covered way in our rear—carried a large building which towered
over the principal defences, and during the night and ensuing morn-
ing, crowned its roof with two howitzers and a six-pounder. All
things were now prepared to renew the assault at dawn of day,
when a flag was sent on, asking & momentary suspension of fire,
which led to the capitulation upon terms so honourable to our arms.

“As the columns of attack were moving from the palace hill,
Major Munroe, chief of artillery, reached me with a ten-inch mortar,
which was immediately advanced to the plaza, chapel, put in posi-
tion masked by the church wall, its bed adjusted es rapidly as pos-
sible, and by sunset opened upon the great square. At this period,
our troops had worked to within one square of the plaza ; the exact
position of our comrades, on the opposite side, was not known, and
the distance of the position to be assailed by the bomb battery, but
conjecturing eight hundred yards was assumed, and the fuze and
charge regulated accordingly ; the first shell fell a little short of the
point on which it was directed, and beside our troops; a slight in-
crease of the projecting charge gave exact resuls. The whole
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mw-mugediynquumm,mmuy and, com-
bined with other opemtions, extercised a decided inflaence upon the
final results. Egrly oa the moining of the 234, Mejor Brown’s
antillery battalion was despatched with a select command, and one
section of Mackall’s battery, under Lieuteasnt Irons, to eccapy the
stone mill and adjacent grounds, constituting, one league in advance,
the narrow garge near Bt. Catarina.. The major took possession,
repulsed the enemy’s. pickets, and was preparing his command %
zesist any attack, when he received my orders to retrace his stepe,
enter the city, and form the main reserve to the assashing columas.
Hemnpmgoodumomdmgoodorder,mdwuuom
wnder fire.

“On the 26ih, in eonﬁnmylo the umcleootapxmhnm.tho
citadel was taken posselsion of by & command -consisting of two
‘companies of each regiment, and one section of each battery, second
‘'division. General Smith was directed to take command of-this
corpe, and conduct the ceremony; which duty he executed with
delicacy to the nnhappy and humiliated foe.

“You will receive lists of captured munitions of war, lists of sucﬁ’
as were surrendered having already been handed in. Itis a source of
high gratification that we have been able to accomplish such fortunate
results with so moderate a sacrifice of gallant men. Annexed is a
return of killed and wganded, exhibiting dates, actions, and cir-
cumstances.

“« When every officer and every soldier, regular and volunteer,
has, through a series of harassing and severe conflicts, in the valley
and on the mountain, in the street and on the house-top, cheerfully,
bravely, and successfully executed every service and complied with
every exaction of valour and patriotism, the task is as difficult as
delicate, to distinguish individuals; and yet it will always bappen,
a8 it has always happened in the varied scenes of battle and siege,
that fortune presents to some those opportunities which all would
bave seized with gladness and avidity. It is my pleasing and grate-
ful duty to present to the consideration of the general-in-chief, and
through him to the government, the distinguished conduct of Briga-
dier-General Smith, colonel of rifles, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel
Childs, artillery battalion, Colonel Hays, Texan riflemen, Brevet
Captain C. F. 8mith, 2d artillery, commanding light troops first

brigade.
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« My thanks are also especially due to Licutenant-Colonel Btani-

ford, Sth, (commanding first brigade,) Major Manroe, chief of artil-
lery, (general staff’;) Brevet-Major Brown, Captain J. R. Vm?on,
sntillery battalion; Captain J. B. Scott, artillery battalion light
troops ; Major Scott, commanding, and Captain Menill, 6th ; Cap-
tains Miles, commanding, Holmes and Roes, 7th infantry, and Cap-
tin Scriven, commanding Sth infantry; to Lientenant-Colonel
Walker, (captain rifies,) Major Chevalier and Captain McCulloch,
of the Texan, and Captain Blanchard, Louisiana volunteers; to
Licatenants Mackall, (commanding batery,) Roland, Martin, Hays,
lroos, Clarke, and Curd, horse artillery; Lieutenant Longstreet,
commanding light company, 8th; Lieutenant Ayres, artillery bat-
-h-uuh‘:qin;minu sssault upon the Palace, and
who secared the colours. Each of the officers named, either headed
special demchments, columas of attack, storming parties, or detached
gwas, and all were conepicuous for conduct and courage.
« My attention bas been particularly directed by General Smith,
po the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Gardner, 7th infantry, during
"B assauk upon the city ; on which occasion. he threw himself in
advance, and on the most exposed points, animating his men by his
brave example. Particular attention has also been called to the
Licutenants Nicholls, (brothers) Louisiana volunteers, as having
highly distinguished themselves by personal daring and efficient
service.  The officers of brigade and regimental staff were con-
spicuous in the field, or in their particular departments. Lieutenants
Hanson, (commanding,) Vanhorn, aid-de-camp, 7th; Licutenant
Robison, Gth, (quartermaster’s department,) on the staff of General
Smith; Lieutenant and Adjutant Clark, 8th infantry, staff 1st
brigade ; Lieutenant Benjamin, adjutant antillery battalion — Peck,
ordnance officer, artillery battalion; G. Deas, adjutant &ih; and
Page, adjutant 7th infantry, are highly commended by their respec-
tive chiefs, to the justness of which I have the pleasure to add my
personal observation. In common with the entire division, my par-
ticular thanks are tendered to Assisiant Surgeons, Porter, (senior,)
Byrne, Conrad, De Leon, and Roberts, (medical department,) who
were ever at hand in the close fight, promptly administering to the
wounded and suffering soldier.
“To the officers of the staff, general .and personal, more .espe-
cially associated with myself — Hon. Colonel Balie Peyton, Louisi-
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ana troops, who did me the honour to serve as aid-de-camp; Cap-
tain Sanders, military engineers; Lieutenant Meade, topographical
engineers; Lieutenants E. Deas, Daniels, and Ripley, quartermas-
ter’s and commissary's staff ; and Lieutenants Pemberton, 4th artil-
lery, and Wood, 8th infantry, my aids-de-camp—I have to express
the greatest obligation. In such diversified operations during the
three days and nights, they were constantly in motion, performing
every execulive duty, with zeal and intelligence only surpassed by
daring courage in conflict. I beg to commend each to special con-
sideration. .

« We have to Jament the gallant Captains McKavett, Sth infantry,
an officer of high merit, killed on the 2lst, and Gillespie, Texas
volunteers, on the 22d. The latter eminently distinguished himself
while leading his brave company at the storming of the first height,
and perished in seeking similar distinction on a second occasion;
Captain Gatlin and Lieutenant Potter, 7th, Lieatenant Rossell, 6th,
and Wainwright, 8th infantry, and Lieutenant Reece, Texas rifle-
men, received honourable, happily not mortal wounds.

« The following non-commissioned officers are reported as having
highly distinguished themselves: Sergeants Hazard, 4th, and Dil-
worth, 3d artillery ; Quartermaster Sergeant Henry, 7th infantry ;
Cross, company C; Rounds, Bradlord, (colour sergeants,) and Nogg,
company E; Bailey, company I, and Ballard, 7th infantry.

«In the several conflicts with the division, the enemy’s loss is
ascertained to exceed four hundred and fifty men, four nine-pounders,
one twelve-pounder brass gun, one twenty-four-pounder howitzer,
and two national (garrison) standards captured.”

Samuel C. Reid, in his excellent work, “ Scouting Expeditions of
the Texas Rangers,” gives this vivid account of the street-fight in
which Worth’s ‘men were engaged :—

« Every strect was barricaded with heavy works of masonry, the
walls being some three or four feet thick, with embrasures for one
or more guns, which raked the streets; the walls of gardens and
sides of houses were all loop-holed for musketry ; the tops of the
houses were covered with troops, who were sheltered behind para-
pets some four feet high, upon which were piled sand-bags for their
better protection, and from which they showered down a hurricane
of balls.

« Between three and four o'clock, from the cessation of the fire

9
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in the opposite direction, it was evident that the enemy had become
disengaged, which enabled them to draw off men and guns to our
side, as their fire had now become almost doubly increased. The
street-fight became appalling—both columns were now closely en-
gaged with the enemy, and steadily advanced inch by inch—our
.artillery was heard rumbling over the paved streets, galloping here
and there as the emergency required, and pouring forth a blazing
" fire of grape and ball—volley after volley of musketry, and the con-
tinued peals of artillery became almost deafening. The artillery of
both sides raked the streets, the balls striking the houses with a ter-
rible crash, while amid the roar of battle were heard the battering
instruments used by the Texans. Doors were forced open, walls
were battered down, entrances made through the longitudinal walls,
and the enemy driven from room to room, and from house to house,
followed by the shrieks of women, and the sharp crack of *Texan
rifles. Cheer after cheer was heard in proud and exulting defiance,
as the Texans or regulars gained the house-tops by means of lad-
while they poured in a rain of bullets upon the enemy on the
ﬁsite houses.” :

The same writer thus speaks of General Worth :— :

«“The position General Worth then occupied might have been .
considered as critical as it was dangerous. Separated from the main
body of the army—his communication cut off, and no possible route
less than eight miles to retain it—with but scanty supplies of pro-
visions for four days, surrounded by gorges and passes of the moun-
tains, from whose summits belched forth the destructive shot, shell,
and grape, he was liable at any moment to be attacked by an over-
whelming force in the direction of Saltillo, which had been reported
to be daily expected, and which would have placed his conmand in
the very jaws of the enemy. For although holding the gorges and
passes. of the Saliillo road, yet a superior force from the advance
would certainly have forced him back to, and have turned upon him
the very passes which he then held. It was feared too, from his
impetuous nature, that he would rush his command into unnecessary
danger by some rash and desperate attempt. But it was not so.
He was collected, calm, and ¢ool, and bore himself with that proud,
resolute, and commanding mien, giving his orders with promptness
and decision, which inspired men and officers alike with confidence.
He never appeared better than on that day; and all felt that with
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order to conceal, as far as possible, the movement from the enemy.
On we hurried in double quick time, brustling through the rows of
cane and corn towards the river bank, It was soon evidgnt that wo

. were discovered, and while yet in the fields, the battcries opened
upon us a fierce and plunging fire, enveloping the crown of the hill
with smoke, through which could be seen the blazing of the cannon, -
which seemed to vie with the sunbeams’ glare. On we pressed
toward their murderous artillery, until we gained the bank of the
rapid stream, which we had to croes. Uunprotected and exposed to
the very face of the enemy, a terfific storm of shot and grape was
now poured into our ranks. Nothing daunted the men rushed into
the sweeping current, waist deep, while the enemy’s shot, as it
struck the water, sent forth a hissing sound, and made the river boil
and foam with the whistling windage of their venomous copper
balls. Bravely did our men stem the torrent amid the shower of
galling grape, and soon we reached the opposite bank and clam-
bered up the rocky steep without the loss of a man.”

. Worth was appointed principal of the delegation to negotiate the

"’tulaiion, and contributed more than any other man to a final
adjustment of the unfortunate issues which arose during the deli-
berations.

. While Taylor remained at Monterey, Worth with twelve hun-
dred men and eight pieces of artillery, marched against Saltillo, of
which he took possession without the slightest opposition. Here he
remained until the middle of January, when he was ordered to pro-
ceed with the regulars and volunteers of the army to join General
Scott at Vera Cruz.

On arriving at the coast, General Worth soon convinced all
around him that his part in the siege was to be an active one. He
is among the very few officers mentioned by Commodore Conner in
his description of the landing. The latter has the following lan-
guage descriptive of that brilliant scene: —

«The anchorage near this place being extremely contracted, it
became necessary, in order to avoid crowding it with an undue
number of vessels, to transfer most of the troops to the vessels of
war for transportation to Sacrificice. Accordingly, on the morning
of the 9th, at daylight, all necessary preparations —such as launch-
ing and numbering the boats, detailing officers, &c., — having been
previously made, this transfer was commenced. The frigatea
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received on board between twenty-five and twenty-eight hundred:
men each, with their arms and accoutrements, and the sloops and
smaller vesils numbers in proportion. This part of the movement
was completed very successfully about eleven o’clock A. M., and a
few minutes thereafier the'squadron under. my commend, accoripea-
nied by the commanding general, in thé steamship Massachusetts,
and sach of the transports as had been selected for the purpose, got
under way. -

«The weather was very five — indeed we could not have been
more favoured in this perticalar than we were. 'We had a fresh
and yet gentle breeze from the south-east, and a perfectly smooth
sea. The pasage to Sacrificios occupied us between two and
three hours, Each ship came in and anchored Wwitheut the slightest:
disorder or confusion, in the small space allotted to her—the har-
bour being still very much crowded, notwithstanding the number
of transports we had left behind. The disembarkation commen:

oo the instant. '

“ Whilst we were transferring the troops from the ships to the
surf-boats (sixty-five in number), I directed the steamers Spitfire
and Vixen, and the five gun-boats, to form a line parallel with and
close in to the beach, to cover the landing. This order was prompt-
ly executed, and these small vessels, from the lightness of their
dranght, were enabled to take positions within good grape-range of
the shore. As the boats severally received their compliments of
troops, they assembled in a line, abreast, between the fleet and the
gun-boats; and when all were ready, they pulled in together, under
the guidance of a number of officers of the squadron, who had been
detailed for this purpose. General Worth commanded this, the
first line of the army, and had the satisfaction of forming his com-
mand on the beach and neighbouring heights just before sunset.
Four thousand five hundred men were thus thrown on shore, almost
simultaneously. No enemy appeared to offer us the slightest oppo-
sition. The first line being landed, the boats in successive trips re-
lieved the men-of-war and transports of the remaining troops, by ten
o'clock P. M. The whole army (save a few straggling companies),
consisting of upwards of ten thousand men, were thus safely depo-
sited on shore, without the slightest accident of any kind.”

An eye-witness of the same scene says :

© General Worth, eeminli‘ Ehe most useful man in command
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here, had a smart brush with a body of . Mexicans last night [March
12th] and this morning, in which they were beaten, A cemetery
about one mile from the city was taken possession of, #hd fortified
by General Worth.”

. From the very nature of a siege, few individuals save the artiller-
ists are able to distinguish themselves. Worth, however, received
the commendations of General Scott, and was appointed to negotiate
the terms of surrender. He also attended while the city was being
cvacuated by the Mexicans, and was subsequently appointed mili-
tary governor. This office he held only for a short time, moving
with the army in its march toward the Mexican capital. At Sierra
Gordo, he marched with his whole division to support the left of
General Twiggs, in the attack upon the main fort. During the
whole time he was exposed to the full range of the enemy’s fire,
but in unison with his brother officer gullantly carried the redoubt,
and completely routed the garrison. - .

On the 22d of April, Worth captured the town and castle of Pe-
rote, one of the strongest in Mexico. It contained immense quanti-
ties of ammunition, ordnance, small arms and other military stores.
On the 16th of May he approached the city of Puebla. Here Santa
Anna had a portion of his army, with which he was collecting pro-
visions and other stores. As Worth approached, he was met by
about fifteen hundred lancers,and a skirmish ensued on the plains
of Amasoca, in which the enemy lost ten in killed and wounded.
They retreated, and were pursued over the plain, and through the
streets of the city. Santa Anna fled at the same lime, with the re-
maining portion of his troops. .

# The city of Puebla is located on a plain, and the main posi-
tion of the place is nearly level, the streets a little wider than those
of any Mexican towns I have seen — the style of building is nearly
the same throughout the city ; and taking it all through, is the best

* built town or city I have ever seen, and the people are the worst
population with which I have ever come in contact. The streets
are daily more crowded than either Chartres, Camp, or St. Charles
streets, of New Orleans, and depravity, vice and degradation are
depicted in every expression of the great mass, from the infant to
the aged and infirm. It seems utterly inconceivable that a popula-
tion of this kind should inhabit such a beautiful and well-built eity.
The population, I heard_before my arrival, was about thirty thoy.
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sand ; from all the information I angetldononhnkneonmm
less than sixty thousand souls. The people of this place (los Pae-
blancs) afacted throughout the whole of Mexico for their villany
and their turbulent spirit. I am free to confess that I do not think
there is as much religioo, and as little morality, in any town on the
continent of Americs, as can be foundhere. The mass of the peo-
ple are very poor, while the rich are very rich—the poor are always
ready to engage in crimes of eyery shape and hue, and prefer vice
to labour for the purpose of procuring the necessary means of sup-
port. There are upwards of one hundred churches, seven hundred
priests, and the value of the church property is a linle over one
hundred and forty-eight millions of dollars. The churches are all
of a very superior order. It is impossible to convey an idea of the
magnificence of the cathedral. I have heard men who have seen
every public building in the United States, and many of those in
foreign countries, state that they have never seen any building that
would, in the least degree, compare with the elegance and gorgeous-
ness of this building and its decorations — the large paintings, solid
massive gold and gilded carved work, are all of the finest style, and
are g0 arranged as to present the appearance of sublimity. Although
there are a great number of designs and paintings, there does not
appear to be too many or too few, but just enough to show well.
Like all other places in this country, Puebla has its places of amuse-
ment and resort. The Almeda (a large public garden) with its wide
walks, bloomiog flowers, flowing fountains, and shading trees, all
within a permanent and neat enclosure—theatres, amphitheatre for
bull-fighting, cockpits, etc., to all of which the men, women and
children flock in great crowds at certain seasons of the year, for the
purpose of enjoying such festivities as may ¢ be on hand.” Bull-
fighting is their great national amusement, which usually takes place
on Sundays and feast days, so that it may not interfere with their
usual business. Church in the morning, and bull-fighting in the
evening, and a fandango at night. Men, women and children, of all
ages and conditions, visit the aren3 as a usual pastime amusement.
When the desperate conflict commences, they all, male and female,
become excited alike, the men rewarding the victors with roars of
applause, and the ladies with the waving of white handkerchiefs.
The climate is a most pleasant one, the temperature varying but
little between winter and summer—the nights being cool enough to
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Ancther attack was shortly after made, but agein the enemy’s pickess
were drivggién withoat loss.

At 'clock on the 16th, General Scott arrived at San Au-
gustine, and at ten o’clock General Worth was in fall march for the
city of Mexico by the mein road. Majors Bmith end Turobull,
Captain Mason end other engineer officers, were sent in advance,
supported by Captain Blake’s squadron of dragoons, to reconnoitre,
when e masked battery was opened on them, and the firet buil from
eighteen-poander killed Captain Thornton of the 34 dragoons,

ides seriously wounding a guide.

Colonel Garland’s brigade was ordered to occupy a position in
plain sight of the enemy’s batteries at San Antenio, whilst Colenel
Bierk’s brigade and Duncan’s battery took their station in the rear
close by. A party was then sent out to recennoitre to secertsin the
practicability of finding a road by which the village of S8an Angel
could be reached, end the stronghold of Sen Antenio thus turned 3
this party had a skirmish with the enemy, killing five or six, and
taking as many prisoners, without losing a man.

The result of the reconnoissance was favourable, and it was ascer-
tained that & road could be made. The Mexicans were Plainly seen
in force near Bronteras, and at a council held that night it was de-
termined to attack them in the moming. While this reconnoissance
was going on, General Worth had established himself at the hacienda
of Buvera, from the windows of which countless nambers of the
enemy could be seen at work upon the batteries of S8an Antonio.
About noon they opened upon the hacienda with both round shot
and shell. Nearly every shot took effect, but did no damage, except
to the buildings. Late in the evening they ceased firing, and were
silent during the remainder of the night. Had the fire been kept
up, the hacienda might have been torn to pieces, and the entire
command compelled to retire.

At eight o’clock on the morning“of the I9th, the batteries again
opened on General Worth's position. So hot was the fire that the
troops were compelled to gain shelter behind the buildings, but did
not give up.their position. About nine o’clock the divisions of
Thwiggs and Pillow were ordered to march in the direction of Bron-
teras, and by one o’clock in the afternoon were in plain sight of the
enemy’s batteries, and within range of the heavier guns. The bri-
gade of Colonel P. F. 8mith was ordered to advance directly toward

10
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“ling of musketry, and some even said, that in the distance
M, '+ enemy could be seen flying towards the eity, yet few
'd Wi the batteries had been stormed and carned, yet it was
-urral Scott, accompanied by General Worth, started for
the scene of action, when they were met by Captain Mason, with
joyful intelligence that Valencia had been completoly routed
.after a terrible struggle. -
. The attack upon his works was planned by General Smith, and
. wesalted in the capture of fifieen pieces of artillery and some fifleem
- bundred prisoners, among them Generals Blanco, Garcia, Mendom
and the notorious Salas. He also captured all the ammunition and
camp furniture, and the road over which those who escaped flod
was strewed with muskets. No less than seven hundred of the
enemy, among them many officers, were left dead upon the field,
whilst the number of wounded was far greater.
- The works of Brouteras were completely in the power of the
American army.

General Scott at once ordered General Worth to fall back on San
Antonio, to turn and capture that work, and then push on towards
the capital by the main road, whilst the main body of the army
moved on towards San Angel and Cohoycam.

General Twiggs had scarcely moved a half a mile beyond the lat-
ter village, when a rattling fire of musketry announced that our forces
was actively engaged with the outposts of the enemy, and the heavy
booming of cannon new gave token that the noted second division
bad fallen on another strong work, ’

A few minutes more and a tremendous firing from the right made
it evident that General Worth’s division was also actively engaged ;
be bad completely turned the strong works of San Antonio, but
while doing so, the enemy had abandoned the place with a loss of
thres heavy guns, and had fallen back on a second and stronger
line of works.

It was now oue o’clock, P. M., and about the commencement of
the baitles, and such a rattling of fire-arms has seldom or never been
heard on the continent of America, accompanied with such booming
of anillery; and this was continued over two hours, when the
enemy was completely routed from every point, and until those who
weze not killed or taken prisoners were in full flight for the city.

The strength of the evemy in this battle is known to have be
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of the siege-train under Captain Huger, of the ordnance, and Cap-
tain Drum, of the 4th artillery—iwo officers of the highest merit

“ For thg decisive and brilliant results, I beg to refer to the report
of the immediate commander, Major-General Worth, in whose com-
mendations of the gallant officers and men, dead and living, I
heartily concur ; having witnessed, but with lile interference, theis
noble devotion to fame and to country.”

General Worth gives the following graphic account of this battle ;

“Sir: Under the inconvenient circumnstances incident to recent
battle, and derangement from loss of commanders — staff, commis-
sioned, and non-commissioned—and amid the active scenes resulting
therefrom, I proceed to make a report, in obedience to the orders of
the general-in-chief, of the batile of El Molino del Rey, fought and
won on the 8th of September, 1847, by the first division, reinforced
as follows :

« 1st. Three squadrons of dragoons and one company of mounted

riflemen —two hundred and seventy men, under Major Sumaer,
2d dragoons.

«2d. Three pieces of ﬁeld artillery, under Captain Drum.

«3d. Two battering guns, (twenty-four-pounders,) under Cap-
tain Huger.

«4th. Cadwalader's brigade, seven bundred and enghty-four
strong, consisting of the voltigeur regiment, the 11th and 14th regi-
ments of infantry. .

« Having, in the course of the 7th, accompanied the general-in-
chief on a reconnoissance of the formidable dispositions of the
enemy near and around the castle of Chapultepec, they were found
to exhibit an extended line of cavalry and infantry, sustained by a
field-battery of four guns, occupying directly, or sustaining a system
of defences collateral to the castle and summit. This ¢tamination
gave fair observation of the configuration of the grounds and the
extent of the enemy’s force ; but, as appeared in the sequel, an 1n-
adequate idea of the nature of his defences, they being skilfully
masked. .

“ The general-in-chief ordered that my division, reinforced as be-
fore mentioned, should attack and carry those lines and defences,
¢apture the enemy’s artillery, destroy the machinery and material
supposed to be in the foundry, (El Molino del Rey,) but limiting

10*
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e - 2 -, uter wned my command was to be
.. .—umeen 2 o= zusuon .o the nrilage of Tacubaya.

< e <y Sxunnowssace, by Capeain Mason, of the

.. . ams st v Sugng of the Tth, represented the enemy’s

wmum 3\ Xaguilepec 10 be an follows: His left rested upon

 aprcd 2 goup of smmg sose butidings, called El Molino

vy :njunmng the growe as the foot of the hill of Chapultepec,

. ..oaiy undee the gnas of the castle which crowns its summit.

= .:umt ul his ling rested upes smother stone building, called Casa

ity =i0RMe. 28 the fost of the ridge that slopes gradually from the
viguts above the village of Tacubaya to the plain below. Midway
wlwevn these buildings was the enemy’s field-battery, and his in-
‘unigy forces were disposed on either side to support it. 'This re-
cvunoissance was verified by Captain Mason and Colonel Duncan
ou the afiernoon of the same day. The result indicated that the
ceutre was the weak point of the enemy’s position, and that his
‘inmks were the strong points, his left flank being the stronger.

* A3 the enemy’s aystem of defence was connected with the hill
\u caitit of Chepultepec, and ss my operations were limited to a
Snuds wogeck, it became necessary to isolate the work to be accom-

w>iaa troun tie castle of Chapultepec and its immediate defences.
& « e iz obgect the following dispositions were ordered : Colonel
-Qasiaii’s drigade to take position on the right, strengthened by two
.«Nxaa Capain Drum's battery, to look to El Molino del Rey as
s«i o apy support of this position from Chapultepec; and also
. tui2 sustaining distance of the assaulting party and the battering
.auzy Which, under Captain Huger, were placed on the ridge, five
"« 2uX bundred yards from El Molino del Rey, to batter and loosen
-us. puuiition from Chapuliepec. An assaulting party of five hun-
o~ picked men and officers, under command of Brevet-Major
wwigv Wright, 8th infantry, was also posted on the ridge to the
< 20 iw battering guns, to force the enemy’s centre. The 2d
L'y bigwde, the command of which devolved on Colonel
W weah \oloael Clark being sick,) with Duncan’s battery, was
« wan ek ill fwrther up the ridge, opposite the enemy’s right, to
~« 4 ~ut ik Snuk to sustain. the assaulting column if necessary,
« « .5wadk Wb enemy, (the ground being favourable,) as circum-
wewnve -k seqeire.  Cadwalader’s brigade was held in reserve,
4 v anaiaol 00 W Tidge, between the battering guns and Mcln-
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tosh’s brigade, and in easy support of eitber. The cavalry, under
Major Sumner, to envelope our extreme left, and be governed by
circumstances — to repel or attack, as the commander’s judgment
might suggest. The troops to be put in position under cover of the
night, and the work to begin as soon as the heavy metal could be
properly directed. Colonel Duncan was charged with the general
disposition of the artillery. Accordingly, at 3 o’clock in the momn-
ing of the 8th, the several columns were put in motion, on as many
different routes ; and, when the gray of the moming enabled them
10 be seen, they were as accurately in position as if posted in mid-
day for review. The early dawn was the moment appointed for the
attack, which was announced to our troops by the opening of Hu-
ger's guns on El Molino del Rey, upon which they continued to
play actively until this point of the enemy’s line became sensibly
shaken, when the assaulting party, commanded by Wright, and
guided by that accomplished officer, Captain Mason, of the engi-
neers, assisted by Lieutenant Foster, dashed gallantly forward to the
assault. Unshaken by the galling fire of musketry and canister
that was showered upon them, on they rushed, driving infantry and
artillery-men at the point of the bayonet. The enemy’s field-bat-
tery was taken, and his own guns were trailed upon his retreating
masses ; before, however, they could be discharged, perceiving that
he had been dispossessed of this strong position by comparatively a
handful of men, &e made a desperate effort to regain it. Accord-
ingly, his retiring forces rallied and formed with this object. Aided
by the infantry, which covered the house-tops, (within reach of
which the battery had been moved during the night,) the enemy’s
whole line opened upon the assaulting party a terrific fire of mus
ketry, which struck down eleven out of the fourfeen officers thai
composed the command, and non-commissioned officers and men in
proportion ; including among the officers Brevet-Major Wright, the
commander ; Captain Mason and Lieutenant Foster, engineers ; all
severely wounded.

« This severe shock staggered for a moment that gallant band
The light batalion, held to cover Huger’s battery, under Captain
E. Kirby Smith, (Lieutenant-Colonel 8mith being sick,) and the
right wing of Cadwalader’s brigade, were promptly ordered forward
to support, which order was executed in the most gallant style ; the
enemy was again routed, and this point of his line carried, and fully
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pdssessed by our troops. In the mean time Garland’s (1st) brigade,
ably sustained by Captain Drim’s artillery, assaulted the enemy’s
left, and, after an obstinate and very severe coutest, drove him from
this apparently impregnable position, immediately under the guns
of the castle of Chapuliepec. Drum’s section, and the battering
guns under Captain Huger, advanced to the enemy’s position, and
the captured guns of the enemy were now opened on his retreating
forces, on which they continued to fire until beyond their reach.
While this work was in progress of accomplishment by our centre
and right, our troops on the left were not idle. Duncan’s battery
opened on the right of the enemy’s line, up to this time engaged ;
and the 24 brigade, under Colonel Mclntosh, was now ordered to
sssault the extreme right of the enemy's line. The direction of this
brigade soon caused it to mask Duncan’s battery, the fire of which,
for the moment, was discontinued ; and the brigade moved steadily
on o the assault of Casa Mata, which, instead of an ordinary field
entrenchment, as was supposed, proved to be a strong stone citadel,
surrounded with bastioned entrenchments and impassable ditches—
an old Spanish work, recently repaired and enlarged. When within
easy musket range, the enemy opened a most deadly fire upon our
advancing troops, which was kept up, without intermission, until
our gallant men reached the very slope of the parapet of the work
that surrounded the citadel. By this time a large proportion of the
command was either killed or wounded, amongsls whom were the
three senior officers present, Brevet Colonel McIntash, Brevet Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Scott, of the 6th infantry, and Major Waite, 8th in-,
faniry ; the second killed, and the first and last desperately wounded. -
Still, the fire from the citadel was unabated. In this crisis of the
attack, the command was momentarily thrown into disorder, and fell
back on the left of Duncan’s battei'y, where they rallied. Asthe 2d
brigade moved to the assault, a very large cavalry and infantry force
was discovered approaching rapidly upon our left flank, to reinforce
the enemy’s right. As soon as Duncan’s battery was masked, as
before mentioned, supported by Andrews’s voltigeurs, of Cadwala-
der’s brigade, it moved promptly to the extreme left of our line to
check the threatened assault on this poiot. The enemy’s cavalry
came rapidly within canister range, when the whole batiery opened
a most effectivé fire, which soon broke the squadrons and drove them
back in disorder. During this fire upon the enemy's cavalry, Major
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Buginer’s command moved to the front, and changed direction ja
admirable order, under a-most appalling fire from the Casa Mata,
This movement enabled his command to cross the. ravine imme-
diately on the left of Duncan’s battery, where it remained, doing
noble service until the close of the action. At the very momeut the
cavalry were driven beyond reach, our own troops drew back from
before the Casa Mata, and enabled the guns of Duncan’s battery to
re-open upon this position, which, after a short and well-directed
fire, the enemy abandooed. The guns of the battery wert now
turned upon his retreating columns, and eontinued to play \'IpOl
them until beyond reach.

« He was now driven from every point of the field, and his stmng
lines, which had certainly been defended well, were in our posses-
sion. In fulfilment of the instructions of the generalin-chief, the
Casa Mata was blown up, and such of the captured ammaunition as
was useless to us, as well as the cannon-moulds found in El Molino
del Rey, were destroyed. After which, my command, under the
reiterated orders of the general-in-chief, returned to quarters at
Tacubaya, with three of the enemy’s four guns, (the fourth, having
been spiked, was rendered unserviceable ;) as also a large quantity
of small-arms, with gun and musket ammunition, and exceeding
eight hundred prisoners, including fifty-two commissioned officers.

« By the concurrent testimony of prisoners, the enemy’s force
excegded fourteen thousand men, commanded by General Santa
Anna in person. His total loss, killed, (including the second and
third in command, Generals Valdarez and Leon,) wounded, and
prisoners, amounts to three thousand, exclusive of some two thou-
sand who deserted after the rout.

« My command, reinforced as before stated, only reached thres
thousand one hundred men of all arms. The contest continued two
houys, and its severity is painfully attested by our heavy loss of
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, including in the
first two classes some of the brightest ornaments of the service.

« It will be seen that subordinate commanders speak in the warmest
terms of the conduct of their officers and men, to which I beg leave
to add my cordial testimony. There can be no higher exhibition of
courage, constancy, and devotion to duty and to country.

« T'hese operations, occurring under the observation of the general-
in-chief, give assurance that justice will be done to the noble officers
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and soldiers whose valour achieved this glorious but dear-bought
victory. Commending the gallant dead, the wounded, and the few
unscathed, to the respectful memory of their countrymen, and the
rewards due to valour and conduct, I present the names of those
especially noticed by subordinate commanders, uniting in all they
have said, and extending the same testimony to those not named.”

Here follows a catalogue of the officers who particularly distin-
guished themselves. '

The following more circumstantial sketch is given by a partici-
pator in the action:—

“I have just returned from another battle-field — one on which
the victory of the American arms was complete, and on which our
troope contended against an enemy immensely superior in number
and strongly posted. Genemml Worth commenced the attack at
early daylight, and i less than two hours every point was carried,
all the cannon of the enemy were in our possession, an immense
quantity of ammunition captured, and nearly one thousand men,
among them fifty-three officers, taken prisoners.

«For more than an hour the battle raged with a violence not sur-
passed since the Mexican war commenced, and so great was the odds
opposed, that for some time the result was doubtful. The force of
the enemy has been estimated at from twelve to fifteen thousand,
strongly posted behind breastworks, and to attack them our small
force of scarcely eight thousand was obliged to approach on an gpen
plain and without the least cover; but their dauntless courage car-
ried them over every obstacle, and notwithstanding the Mexicans
fought with a valour rare for them, they were finally routed from
one point or another until all were driven and dispersed. The de-
feat was total.

“But to gain this victory our own loss has been uncommonly
severe ; it has been purchased with the blood of some of the most
gallant spirits of the army. The 6th infantry has suffered the most.
This regiment, along with the Gth and-8th, was engaged in the
attack upon a strong work on the ecnemy’s right, and was opposed to
such superior numbers, that it was compelled 1o retire along with the
others. The celebrated Colonel Martin Scott was killed in this attack,
along with Lieutenants Burwell and Strong, while Colonel Mcln-
tosh and many other officers were badly wounded. — The worse
than savage miscreants in the f~ afier our men retired, set up a
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yell, and came out and massacred such of our wounded as were
unable to get of. In this way poor Barwell lost his life. Fully
were they avenged, however; for within balf an hour Duncan’s -
battery, aided by the fall of another of their works, drove the das-
tardly wretches in full flight acroes the fields. No one knew or even
surmised the strength of the place — it was an old fort, constructed
long since, and was one of the main defences of the line of works.|

“ On the enemy’s lefi, and nearer Chapultepec, our loss was also
great, although not as severe. It was here that Colonel William
M. Grabham, as brave a spirit as ever lived, was killed; Caplains
Merrill and Ayres also fell in this part of the field. The wonder
now is how any one could come out so safe under such a terrible
fire as the enemy poured from his entire line of works. Nothing
but the daring and impetuosity of our men, who rushed onward
while their comrades were falling thick around them, gained the
victory—had they once faltered all would have been Jost.

“The broken ground on the right of the enemy, cut up by deep
ravines, saved many of Santa Anna’s troops in their flight; yet as
it was, our dragoons killed and captured many of the fugitives.
Large bodies of Mexican cavalry approached the scene of strife
several times, but they were driven like sheep by Duncan’s battery.

- «The Mexican loss has been even more severe than our own.
General Balderas, General Leon, and many other officers are num-
bered among the dead, while the interior of their works, the tops of
the houses from which they fonght, and the ground over which they
fled, are strewed with lifeless bodies. Such was the panic that
many of our officers say that a few fresh troops might have taken
Chapultepec itsclf almost without a struggle ; but otber than a few
sbots fired at that point from some of the captured cannon, no de-
monstration was made,

“ After the battle was over, General Scott came out accompanicd .
by his staff, and also by Mr. Trist. The Mexicans at the time were
throwing shells at some of the wagons that General Worth had
sent out to pick up the dead and wounded. They had placed a
bowitzer in position on Chapultepec at the close of the action, and
now seeing the enemy within reach, the cowardly wretches opencd
upon the ambulances, and those who were gathering the bodies of
their wounded and lifeless comrades. On seeing this worse than
savage outrage, one of our officers, with a sarcastic cxpression of
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countenance, asked whether Mr. Trist had any new peace proposi-
tions in his pocket. Mackintosh did not come out after the battle
to guin more time for his friend Sauta Anna, nor warm our fresh
intelligence of the strength and movements of our army, in order
that he might be of service to the Mexicans by communicating it.

«The Mexican prisoners say that Santa Auna himself was on the
ground in the rear of their works, but left at the commencement of
the rout. They admit that their entire force was filteen thousand ;
it is certain that including killed, wounded, prisoners and dispersed,
their loss has been near five thousand. -Many of them were regu-
lars, the 11th and 12h infantry. regiments suffering most. The
commander of the latter, Colonel Tenorio, is a prisoner in our hands;
some fourteen officers belonging to the former are also prisoners,
but the commander, General Perez, escaped.

“The foundry, in which several moulds for casting cannon and
other apparatus were found, was entirely demolished; and, afier
ascertaining this, General Scott, not wishing to hold the position,
ordered all the forces to retire.”

The 13th tvas signalized by the storming of Chapultepec, of
which Worth gives the following account, confined principally to
his own operations : —

«On the evening of the 12h instant, having the verbal orders
of the general-in-chief to designate a storming party, to aid in the
assault upon the castle of Chapultepec, & command from my divi-
sion, with scaling ladders, was organized, consisting of ten officers—
Captain McKenzie, 24 artillery, commanding; and two hundred
and sixty men, volunteers, drawn in due proportion from the several
corps. At five A. M., on the 13th, these detachments assembled
at the appointed place, and proceeded to their duty. For the man-
ner in which this was executed, I refer to the report, herewith, of
the gallant commander.

« At the same time, I had the orders of the General-in-chief to
take position with the remainder of my division and support the
operations of General Pillow. This position was taken at the time
and place appointed, and that general informed of my preparations
and of my readiness to support him. Lieutenant Semmes (navy),
one of my aids-de-camp, whom I despatched with this intelligence,
found General Pillow, soon afier the assault had commenced,
wounded, at the foot of the hill. General Pillow desired him to
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return to me, with a request ‘to bring up my whole division, and
make great haste, or, he feared, I would be too late.’ The 2d
(Clark’s) brigade was ordered instantly to advance. It did so,
passed on, mingled with the advancing foroes, and entered, with
them, pelimell into the assaulted work. At the same instant, the
Ist (Garland’s) brigade, the light battalion, under Lieutenant-Colonel
C. F. 8mith, and Duncan’s bettery, were put in motion, arcund the
north-eastern base of the hill of Chapultepec, and moved, in opera-
tion, upon the S8an Cosme route and squeduct. After advancing
some four hundred yards, we came to a battery which bad been
assailed by a portion of Magruder’s field guns— particularly the
section under the gallant Lieutenant Jackson, who, although he had
fost most of his horses, and many of his men, continued chivalrously
at his post, combatting with noble courage. -A portion of Garland’s
brigade, which had been previously deployed in the field to the left,
now came up with, and defeated the enemy’s right; the enemy’s
left extending in the direction of the Tacubaya aqueduct, on which
Quitman’s division was balthing and advancing. Pursuing the
8an Cosme road, we discovered an arched passage through the
squeduct, and a cross route practicable forartillery, for a considerable
distance over the meadows, in the direction of the battery, and left
of the enemy’s line, which was galling and endeavouring to check
Quitman’s advance. Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan, with a section
of his battery, covered by Lieutenant-Colonel Smith’s battalion, was
tamed off upon this route, and advancing to within four hundred
yards of the enemy’s lines, (which was as far as the nature of the
ground would permit,) opened an effective fire—first upon the bat-
tery, and then upon the retreating troops, great numbers of whom
were cut down. Having thus aided the advance, and cleared the
front (being favourably situated) of my gallant friend Quitman, as
far as it was in my power, this portion of the command was with-
drawn. The 2d brigade now coming up, the advance upon the
main road was continued. We soon came up with and carried a
second battery, and afterwards a third, both of them strong works
and enfilading the road. This brought us to the Campo Santo, or
English burying-ground, near which the road and aqueduct bend to
the right. At this point the geneml-in-chief came up, with his staff;
and instructed me to press on, carrying the garita San Cosme, and,
if possible, penetrate to the Alamedu Shortly after, Brigadiet Gen-
11
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« While theso orders were being executed, a mountain howitzer
wan. placed on the top of a commanding building on the left, and
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ogened with admirable effect. The work of the troops was tedious,
and necessarily slow, but was greatly favoured by the fire of the
w- Finally, at 6 o’clock both columns had reached their
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for the final and eombised atiack upon the lmst streaghold of the
emymnqur _it was made, by our men springing, as if by
magic, to the tops of the heases into which they had patiently and
quietly made their way by the: bar and pick, and to the utter sur-
prise and comsternstion of thé enemsy, opening upon him, within
easy mange; & destructive fire of musketry. A single discharge, in
which many of his gumners were killed st their pieces, was suffi-
cient to drive him in confusion frem the beeastwork; when a pro-
lo-pdchmﬁoqurbnnﬁlhmwthtwemin
posscesion of the garita of San Cosme, and alseady im the tity of
Mezice.

4 At this point we again had the pleasure to meet the Presidens-
genenlinchicf, ook cne of his sidedecamp, Captain Jose M.
Costanary, aad several superior officers, with mexny other equally
unimportant priscaers ; and one of my most gallant and leading sub-
alterns hed the gratification of esting his excellency’s well-prepared
supper.

“The remainder of the division was now marched within the
city gate, and Captain Huger, of the ordnance, who had been di-
recied by the general-in-chief to report to me, with heavy guns,
soms time before, was desired 1o advance a twenty-four-pounder and
a ten-inch mortar, place them in position at the garita, obtain the
distance, and open a few shot and shell upon the grand plaza and
palace, assumed to be about sixteen hundred yards distant. This
battery opened at nine o’clock—three shot being fired from the gun
and five from the mortar. They told with admirable effect, as at
one o’clock at might a commission fram the muaicipality came to
my advanced post with a flag, aunouncing that immediately afier
the heavy guns opened the government and army commenced
evacuating the city, and that the commission was deputed to confer
with the general-in-chief, to whose head-quarters it was passed
under Assistant Adjutant-General Mackall,

« At five, A. M., on the 14th, my troops and heavy guns advanced
into the city, and occupied the Alameda, to the pgint where itronts
the palace, and there halted at six o'clock, the general-in-chief
having instructed me to take a position and await his further orders.
Shortly after, a straggling assasein-like fire commenced from the
.house-tops, which continued, in various parts of the city, tnrough
.the day, causing us somc loss. The first shot fired at a group of
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officers at the head of my column, struck down Colonel Garland,
badly wounded ; and later in the day, Lieutenant Sydney Bmith
was shot down mortally wounded—since dead.

« The free use of heavy battering guns upon every building from
which fire proceeded, together with musketry from some of our
men thrown out as skirmishers, soon quelled these hidden and das-
tardly enemies. About the time of our entrance into the city, the
convicts in the different prisons, to the number of some thirty
thousand men, were liberated by order of the flying government,
armed and distributed in the most advantageous houses, including
the churches, convents, and even the hospitals, for the purpose of
exciting, if possible, the entire population of the city to revolt, and
effect, by secret and dastardly means, what the whole Mexican army
had been unable to accomplish. This was no time for half-way
measures ; and if many innocent persons suffered incidentally under
the just infliction of punishment we found it necessary to bestow
on these miscreants from the jails, the responsibility should rest
upon the barbarous and vindictive chief who imposed upon us the
necessity. :

«Officers and men of every corps carried themselves with wonted
gullantry and conduct. Be pleased to refer to reports of subordi-
nate conmanders. Major Sumner reported to me with his cavalry
on the morning of the 18th, was actively on service and under fire,
and was advanced upon the San Cosme road, to be at hand to pur-
sue the enemy. Towards evening, the general-in-chief ordered his
command to re-occupy Tacubaya. The commander and his excel-
lent corps rendered every service which the incidents of the day
offered to their ready acceptance. |
» L ] . * L * * L L . L]

« ] am most happy to have occasion to submit but a moderate list
of casualties, compared with recent reports ; two officers killed, ten
wounded, and one hundred and twenty-nine rank and file killed,
wounded and missing, of which full returns are forwarded here-
with% as also a aketch of the ground, &c., covered by the opera-
tions of my command.

“All of which is respectfully submitted to the general-in-chief,
himself a close observer of the incidents of the day.”

Such has been the course of General Worth up to this time. He
now ranks among the ablest and most successful of Amencan offi-

cers,
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN E. WOOL.

.

BrioApiER-GENERAL Jonn E. WooL was Lorn in Orange cofhty,
New York. His family were Whigs of the Revolution. Losing
his father at an early age, he was taken by his grandfather, a farmer
in Rensselaer county, to be brought up ; and, consulting the bent of
his disposition, he placed him when a boy as a clerk in a store in
the city of Troy. By attention, industry, and perseverance, he be-
came in a few years a merchant,and in due time he would have
reached, in that capacity, the wealth and distinction that always
follow energy, perseverance, and high honour; but a total loss of his
property by fire induced him to turn his attention to some other
pursuit—one more congenial to his own mind. The war with Eng-
land breaking out about this time, Wool was offered, and accepted
a commission as captain in the 13th regiment of United States’ in-
fantry, and at once entered that career, in which he has lately be-
come so distinguished.

Wool was early thrown upon his own resources, for the family
from whence he sprung were poor but true and bonest patriots of
the Revolution; he was, in consequence, the founder of his own
fortunes, and has literally fought his way to military distinction.

His commission as captain bears date, April, 1812. Immediately
after its receipt, he commenced raising a company in Troy, and
having done so, he made his military debut at the battle of Queens- -
town Heights. DPrevious to this memorable action, our army had
stifered so many reverses and defeats, as to cast upon our officers
and troops the stigma of cowardice and misconduct; it was there-
fore necessary that some brilliant effort should be made, in order to
redeem their character, and to raise throughout the United States a
proper spirit for carrying on the war.

The first and most brilliant effort was made at Queenstown Heights.

11+ (125)
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a formidable post, fortified and held by a part of the British army.
This place Major-General Stephen Van Rensselaer, who commanded
the militia of the state of New York on the Niagara frontier, and
who had established his quarters at Lewistown, determined to storm ;
and accordingly, a detachment of six hundred men, under the com-
mand of Colonel Van Rensselaer, and Lieutenant-Colonel Chrystie,
were despatched on this hazardous service. In this detachment
were three companies of the 18th, commanded by Captains Wool,
Malkolm, and Armstrong. On Captain Wool the command of
thesg devolved, and never did either officers or soldiers conduct
themselves so gallantly under such trying circumstances. A po-
sition of extraordinary etrength was about to be attacked by a band
of less than three hundred men. The moment they reached
the Canadian side of the river they encountered a tremendous
fire from the enemy, so deadly in effect, that nearly every officer,
and most of the soldiers in Captain Wool’s command were either
killed or wounded. Colonel Van Rensselaer was badly wounded,
and was fast sinking from loss of blood, when Captain Wool, al-
though himself wounded in both thighs, sought him and requested
permission to continue the assault, The Colonel, at first unwilling
to entrust the fate of the affair to so young an officer, and who was
for the first time on the field, reluctantly consented. The assault
was renewed with vigour by Wool and his gallant little band ; they
climbed the heights and drove the British from their batteries. The
British, receiving a reinforcement under General Brock, the battle
was renewed. Captain Wool, rallying his forces by a desperate
effort, once more charged the British, reinforced though they were,
and drove them a second time from the heights. General Brock
was slain : seeing this, the British, panic-stricken, abandoned their
position and fled, leaving the Americans the victors of the field.

For his gallant conduct at Queenstown, Wool was promoted to
the rank of Major in the 20th regiment, and we find him volunteer-
ing his services wherever and whenever duty and danger led.

After this engagement, Major Wool continued actively engaged
with the army until the great battle of Plattsburg, [September, 1814,]
in which he again distinguished himself. The following report of
- the American general, Macomb, is a vivid description of the dangers
of that glorious event :—

“T have the honour to communicate, for the information of tha
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war department, the particulars of the advance of the enemy into’
the territory of the United States, the circumstances attending the
siege of Plattsburg, and the defence of the posts intrusted to my
charge.

«The governor-general of the Canadas, Sir George Prevost,
having collected all the disposable force in Lower Canada, with a
view of conquering the country as far as Crown Point and Ticon-
derogn, entered the territories of the United States on the 1st of the
month, and occupied the village of Champlain ; there avowed his
intentions, and issued orders and proclamations tending to dissuade
the people from their allegiance, and inviting them to furnish his
army with provisions. He immediately began to impress the
wagons and teams in the vicinity, and loaded them with his heavy
baggage and stores. From this I was persuaded he intended to
attack this place. I had but just returned from the lines, where I
had commanded a fine brigade, which was broken up to form the
division under Major-General Izard, ordered to the westward. Being
senior officer, he left me in command ; and except the four com-
panies of the 6th regiment, I had not an organized battalion among
those remaining. The garrison was composed of convalescents and
recruits of the new regiments—all in the greatest confusion, as well
as the ordnance and stores, and the works in no state of defence.

«To create an emulation and zeal among the officers and men in
completing the works, I divided them into detachments, and placed
them near the several forts; declaring in orders, that each detach-
ment was the garrison of its own work, and bound to defend it to
the last extremity.

« The enemy advanced cautiously and by short marches, and our
soldiers worked day and night ; so that by the time he made his ap-
pearance before the place, we were prepared to receive him.

« General Izard named the principal work Fort Moreau, and, to
remind the troops of the actions of their brave countrymen, I called
the redoubt on the right Fort Brown, and that on the left Fort Scott.
Besides these three works we have two block-houses strongly
fortified.

« Finding, on examining the returns of the garrison, that our force
did not exceed fifteen hundred effective men for duty, and well in-
formed that the enemy had as many thousands, [ called on General
Mooers, of the New York miIiFtiz:, and arranged with him plans for
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bringing forth the militia, en masse. The inhabitants of the village
fled with their families and effects, except a few worthy citizens and
some boys, who formed themselves into a party, reccived rifles, and
were exceedingly useful, By the fourth of the month General
Mooers collected about seven hundred militia, and advanced seven
miles on the Beckmantown road, to watch the motions of the enemy,
and to skirmish with him as he advanced : also to obstruct the roads
with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges.

“On the lake road to Dead creek bridge, I posted two hundred
men, under Captain Sproul of the 13th regiment, with orders to
abattis the woods, to place obstructions in the road, and to fortify
himself; to this party I added two field-pieces. In advance of this
position was Lieutenant-Colonel Appling with one hundred and ten
riflemen, watching the movements of the enemy, and procuring in-
telligence. It was ascertained, that before daylight on the 6th, the
enemy would advance in two columns on the two roads before-men-
tioned, dividing at Sampson's, a little below Chazy village. The
column, on the Beckmantown road proceeded most rapidly; the
militia skirmished with his advanced parties, and, except a few
brave men, fell back most precipitately in the greatest disorder, not-
withstanding the British troops did not deign to fire on them, except
by their flankers and advanced patroles. The night previous I or-
dered Major Wool to advance with a detachment of two hundred
and fity men to support the militia, and set them an example of
firmness. Also Captain Leonard, of the light artillery, was directed
to proceed with two pieces to be on the ground before day, yet he
did not make his appearance until eight o’clock, when the enemy
had approached within two miles of the village. With his conduct,
theiefore, I am not well pleased. Major Wool, with his party, dis-
puted the road with great obstinacy, but the militia could not be pre-
vailed upon to stand, notwithstanding the exertions of their general
and staff officers; although the fields were divided by strong stone
walls, and they were told that the enemy could not possibly cut them
off. The state dragoons of New York wear red coats, and they
being on the heights to watch the enemy, gave constant alarm to
the militia, who mistook them for the enemy, and feared his getting
in their rear. Finding the enemy’s columns had penetrated within
a mile of Plattsburg, I despatched my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant
Root, to bring off the detark~ant at Deqd creek, and to inform
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Licutenant Appling that I wished him to fall on the enemy’s right
fiavk. The colonel fortunately arrived just in time to save his re-
treat, and to fall in with the head of a column debouching from the
woods. Here he poured in a destructive fire from his riflemen at
rest, and coutinued to annoy the column until be formed a junction
with Major Wool. The field-pieces did considerable execution
among the enemy’s columns. 8o undsunted, however, was the
enemy, that he never deployed in his whale march, always pressing
on in column. Finding that every road was full of troops crowding
oa us on all sides, T ordered the field-pieces to retire across the bridge
and form a battery for its protection, and to cover the retreat of the
infantry, which was accordingly dooe, and tlie parties of Appling
and Wool, as well as that of Sproul, retired alternately, keeping up.
o brisk fire until they got under cover of the works. The enemy’s
light troops occupied the houses near the bridge, and kept up a
constant firing from the windows and balconies, and annoyed us
much. I ordered them to be driven out with hot shot, which soon
put the houses in flames, and obliged these sharp-shooters to retire.
The whole day, until it was too late to see, the enemy’s light troops
endeavoured to drive our guards from the bridge, but they suffered
dearly for their perseverance. An attempt was also_made to cross
the upper bridge, where the militia handsomely drove them back.

“The column which marched by the lake road was much im-
peded by the obstructions, and the removal of the bridge at Dead
creek, and, as it passed the creek and beach, the galleys kept up a
lively and galling fire.

« Qur troops being now on the south side of the Saranac, I di-
rected the planks to be taken off the bridges and piled up in the
form of breastworks to cover our parties intended for disputing the
passage, which afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges against
very superior numbers.

“From the 7th to the 11th the enemy was employed in geting
on his battering train, and erecting his batteries and approaches, and
constantly skirmishing at the bridges and fords. By this time the
militia of New York, and the volunteers of Vermont, were pouring
in from all quarters. I advised General Mooers to keep his force
along the Saranac to prevent the enemy’s crossing the river, and
to lendastmngbody in his rear to harass hlmdayandmgb;,and
keep him in continued alarm.
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« The tnilitia behaved with great spirit after the first day, and the
volunteers'of Vermont were exceedingly serviceable. Our regular
troops, notwithsianding the skirmishing and repeated endeavours
of the enemy to cross the river, kept at their work day and night,
strengthening the defences, and evinced a determination to hold out
to the last extremity.

«It was reported that the enemy only waited the arrival of his
flotilla to make a general attack. About eight in the evening of the
11th, as was expected, the flotilla appeared in sight round Cumber-
land Head, and at nine bore down and engaged our flotilla at anchor
in the bay off the town. At the same instant the batteries were
opened on us, and continued throwing bomb-shells, shrapnels, balls,
and congreve rockets until sunset, when the bomberdment ceased,
every battery of the enemy being silenced by the superiority of our
fire. The naval engagement lasted but two. hours, in full view of
both armies. Three efforts were made by the enemy to pass the
river at the commencement of the cannonade and bombardment,
with a view of assaulting the works, and he had prepared for that
purpose an immense number of scaling-ladders. One attempt to
cross was made at the village bridge, and another at the upper
bridge, and a third at a ford about three miles from the works. At
the two first he was repulsed by the regulars, at the ford by the
brave volunteers and militia, where he suffered severely in killed
and wounded, and prisoners; a considerable body having crossed
the stream, but were either killed, taken, or driven back. The
woods at this place were very favourable to the operations of the

_militia A whole company of the 76th regiment was here de-
stroyed, the three lieutenants and twenty-seven men taken prisoners,
the captain and the rest killed.

«] cannot forego the pleasure of here stating the gallant conduct

" of Captain McGlassin, of the 15th regiment, who was ordered to
ford the river, and attack a party constructing a battery on the right
of the enemy’s line, within five hundred yards of Fort Brown, which
he handsomely executed at midnight, with fifty men, drove off the
working-party, consisting of one hundred and fifty, and defeated a
covering party of the same number, killing one officer and six men
in the charge, and wounding many.

“ At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery from the batteries,
and raised the siege ; and at nine, under cover of the night, sent off
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in a great hurry all the baggage he could find transport for, and all
his artillery. At two the next morning the whole army precipi-
tately retreated, leaving the sick and wounded to our generosity, and
the governor left a note with a stirgeon, requesting the humane at-
tention of the commanding genenl

“Vast quantities of provisions were left behmd and demoyed
also an immenss quantity of bomb-shells, cannon-balls, grape-shot,
ammunition, flints, &c. &c., intrenching-tools of all sorts, also tents
and marquees. A great deal has been concealed in the ponds and
creeks, and baried in the ground, and a vast quantity carried off by
the inhabitants. Such was the precipitance of his retreat, that he
arrived at Chazy, a distance of eight miles, before we discovered he
had gone. The light troope, volunteers, and militia, pursued imme-
diately-on learning of his flight; and some of the mounted men
made prisoners five dragoons of the 19th reglment, and several
others of the rear-guard. A continual fall of rain and a violent
storm prevented further pursuit. Upwards of three hundred de-
serters have come in, and many are hourly arriving.

« We have buried the British officers of the army and navy with
the honours of war, and shown every attention and kindness to thase
who have fallen into our hands.

« The conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and sol-
diers of my command, during this trying occasion, cannot be repre-
sented in too high terms; and I feel it my duty to recommend to the
particular notice of government, Lieutenant-Colonel Appling of the
1st rifle corps ; Major Wool, of the 20th ; Major Totten, of the corps
of engineers; Captain Brooks, of the artillery ; Captain McGlassin,
of the 156th; Lieutenants de Russy and Trescott, of the corps of
engineers ; Lieutenants Smyth, Mountford, and Cromwell, of the
antillery ; also my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Root, who have all dis-
tingnished themselves by their uncommon zeal and activity, and
bave been greatly instrumental in producing the happy and glorious

. zesult of the siege.

S “The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, prisoners, and de-
serters, since his first appearance, cannot fall short of twenty-five
hundred, including many officers, among whom is Colonel Welling-
ton of the Buffs.”

Afier this action, Wool received the rank of Brevet Lieutenant.
Colonel, [September 11th, 1814,] “ for gallant conduct at the bat-
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tle of Plattsburg.” Before the close of the war he was in seve-
ral engagements of less magnitude than the two above mentioned,
and in each displayed that coolness, ntrepidity, and careful fore-
thought, which have been his principal characteristics throughout
life.

At the expiration of the war, Lieutenant-Colonel Wool continued
in the army, and in 1816 was commissioned Inspector-General, with
the rank of Colonel. In 1826, he was brevetted a Brigadier-Gene-
ral; and, on the 25th of June, 1841, he was promoted to the rank
of full Brigadier, and assigned to the command of the eastern divi- _
sion of the army, which had become vacant by the appointment of
General Scott as general-in-chief, on the death of General Macomb.
As Inspector-General, General Wool acted for twenty-five years.
His duties were connected with every department of the military
establishment in the United States and her territories, extending
from Eastport, in Maine, to the gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. There were military posts established at Mackinac,
Sault St. Marie, Chicago, Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, St. Peter’s
on the Upper Mississippi, twenty-two hundred milés from its mouth,
Council Bluffs, some eighteen hundred miles up the Missouri; and
posts on the Arkansas, six hundred miles from its mouth, and on
the Red River four hundred miles. All of these were within the
limits of his tours of inspection, which annually embraced a distance
of from seven to ten thousand miles. There were no means of
reaching these several posts but by canoes and on horseback, with
provisions packed for a journey of months through the wilderness.
The dangers, privations, and hardships, unavoidable in traversing
lakes, rivers, and forests by such means, often with Indian guides,
and always without a shelter, or any resting-place but the earth and
a blanket, can hardly be realized by those who witness only the
facilities and advantages of travelling in civilized communities.
Such was the nature of the duties of Inspector-General prior to the
settlement of the states west of the lakes and of the Mississippi
river; yet, notwithstanding the many privations and. hardships,
Wool was at all times cheerful, prompt and energetic.

General Wool was also employed by the government in three
special services, each of which required the skill, experience, and
address of an accomplished officer and gentleman. These were,
1at, the suppression of the Canadian outbreak, when the sympathy
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of our people for the struggles of- the “ Canadian Patriots” nearly
Newtheﬂameofdmnrbnneemtoﬂneonﬂagnuonofmr Its
suppression was therefore a delicate and hazardous service ; but it
was admirably conducted and completely accomplished by General
Wool. A conflict with Great Britain, when the exasperation along
the frontier threatened a total disregard of boundaries, and the burn-
ings and marches of British troops, Canadian refugees, and border-
patriots, menaced a catastrophe which neither nation wished, was
prevented by the extraordinary management of General Wool, in
breaking up the convocations, and prevailing on armed bodies to
sorrender their weapons to bim.

2d. His military visit to Europe. The object of this visit was
to examine the state of military improvement abroad, for the purpose:
of engrafting on our own system and establishing any valuable
changes. His reception abroad was as flattering to the object as he
could wish. No national jealousy closed the gates of fortresses,
armories or garrisons. King Louis Philippe gave General Wool
an opportunity that seldom occurs. He invited him on the occasion
of the celebration of the “ Three Days,” to a grand review, when
more then seventy thousand men passed in battle array before them. .
At Belgium General Wool witnessed a practical operation in Euro-
pean warfare, being present at the siege of Antwerp.

3d. General Wool was placed in command of the Cherokee
country, for the purpose of carrying out the treaty with those Indi-
ans, and extondmg the arm of the government for their protection
until their transportation to the west. His conduct in this affair not
only met with the approbation of the government, but with the gra-
titude of the Indians themselves.

Since the war with Mexico was declared by Congress to exist
[May, 1846], General Weol has been occupied, 1st: In the organi-
zation of the western volunteers; 2d, In the concentration of a
division at San Antonio de Bexar; 3d, In their march to Saltil'o;
and 4th, In the battle of Buena Vista.

Immediately after the war with Mexico was declared, General
Wool volunteered to take part in the campaign, and a few days
subsequent to the passing of the act by Congress, he was gratified
by receiving orders to repair forthwith to Washington. The very
day be received these orders he was en roufe to the capital, and
having obtained his instructions, he proceeded to the west to

E]
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organize and muster into the service the twelve months’ volunteers
of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi.
In six weeks he accomplished the task assigned bim; mising in
that short time fourteen and a half regiments, or over twelve thou-
sand troops. Nearly ten thousand of thesc he sent to reinforce
General Taylor; the remainder, nearly three thousand, he concen-
trated at San Antonio de Bexar, as a separate division under his
own command. .

All these men were from the ranks of private life, and were with-
out experience in the art of war,—all destitute (when General Wool
arrived) of the means and supplies of a campaign, and all anxious
to push forward to their respective rendezvous to be inspected, mus-
tered, organized, provided for, and sent off to the seat of war.
General Wool found himself engaged in a novel, arduous, embar-
rassing, and unpleasant duty ; in a situation involving all the details,
great and small, unavoidable in mustering an army into service ; in
the heat of June and July, and amid the ten thousand questions,
wants, and cowmplaints of the volunteers.

It required patience, skill, and labour to prepare an army from
six different states, and at the same time to conduct a correspondence
with local governors, colonels, agents and other officers, as well as
with the military authorities at Washington ; —to fly from state to
slate, rendezvous to rendezvous, and be almost simultaneously at
them all, where volunteers were rushing forward in all the confu-
sion incident to their first appearance, without even a tent or a
camp-ketlle. Notwithstanding all this, from the first week in June
to the third in July this perplexing and arduous, but most important
service, was performed. He ordanized and prepared for service
three regiments from Ohio, three from Indiana, four from Illinois,
two from Kentucky — one of these a regiment of cavalry, and con-
sequently requiring much more preparation than infantry ; one of
cavalry from Tenncssee; and one and a half from Mississippi.
How all this was done in so short a period, considering the various
difficulties already mentioned, and the delays in procuring arms,
camp-equipage, means of transportation and other necessaries, was
a matter of surprise and admiration to military men and public
authorities.

In six weeks after he had fulfilled his instructions in. organizing
the volunteers, and ¢ ~uired reinforeements to Ggv
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neral Taylor, General Wool arrived at San Antonio de Bexar, and
commenced preparations for his own march through the province of
Coahuila. This march terminated at Salillo, and is one of the most
remarkable and interesting of the war.

General Wool arrived at San Antonio de Bexar about the middle
of August. His army (aboat three thousand men) had concentrated
at this place. By the application of great exertion, and with the
aid of indefatigable stafFofficers, he was able to put about one-half
of his army into a condition for marching, leaving the rear to be
brought forward by the chiefof his staff, Inspector-General Churchill,
as soon as means of tranrportation, and indispensable supplies should
arrive.

For a complete narrative of the march of General Wool, and of
the battle of Buena Vista, we refer the reader to the following letter
from a soldier in General Wool’s army :—

“Dgar Sir:—1I seize the first opportunity afforded since the
battle of Buena Vista, of writing to you from the field an account
of the more recent operations of General Taylor’s army, including
that of General Wool’s, heretofore known as the centre division.
The official details of the battle are, I suppose, already published in
the states, and made familiar to you; but you must be ignorant of
many occurrences of great interest precedent and subsequent to that
memorable event.

“General Wool landed from the Gulf on the 2d of August, 1846,
at Labaca, Texas, with the 1st and 2d lllinois regiments (infantry)
commanded by Colonels Hardin and Bissell ; and soon after took up
the line of march for San Antonio de Bexar, one hundred and fifty
miles to the north. There he was joined by Colonel Yell’s mounted
regiment from Arkansas, and by that of Colonel Marshall of Ken-
tucky : Captain Washington’s well-drilled company of flying artil-
lery, eight pieces, from Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Major Bonnerville's
baualion of regular infantry, and Colonel Harney, with four compa-
nies of dragoons, were also attached to this division.

« General Wool displayed great activity in organizing his army,
and putting the commissariat in the finest possible condition. Sugar
and coffee of.the best quality have always been a part of his sol-
diers’ daily diet. No army was ever better provided than this with
all the munitions and appliances of war; if we except the quality
of the powder, which the government, by some most culpable agents,
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furnished for us—the infantry : an article far inferior to that of Eng-
lish manufacture, used by the Mexican eoldiers.

“The two months passed in this delightful region were well
spent in drilling for active service. On the 26th of September,
two days after the capitulation of Monterey, the advance, under
Colonel Harney, marched for the Rio Grande, followed soon afier
by General Wool, who left Colonel Churchill, the inspector, and
Colonel Bissell, to bring up the rear, as they began to do on the 14th
of October. The whole army at this time was two thousand six
hundred strong.” , We, of the advance, marched to the Rio Grande,
two hundred miles, in twelve days, resting one for General Wool to
join us.

« As I can only approximate to accuracy, I shall use round num-
bers in mentioning distances and the population of towns. Crossing
the present boundary between our country and Mexico on the 12th
day of October, we set foot upon the soil of the enemy. Thence,
marched a distance of four hundred miles to the city of Parras, on
the south-western confines of this state, (Coahuila,) and near a lake
of the same name; passing through and taking peaceable posses-
sion, in our circuitous route, of the cities, Presidio del Rio Grande,
Nava, San Fernando, Santa Rosa, Monclova, the ancient capital of
this state, and Parras, which last we reached on the Gth of Decem-
ber, 1846. 'These cities contain each a population of from five to
fifteen thousand souls, except Nava, which numbers about two thou-
sand. Monclova and Parras are quite wealthy, and exhibit fine spe-
cimens of Spanish art and refinement. We spent some time in
each of these cities with pleasure and profit, viewing much of
Mexican manners and customs, and enjoying an apparently cordial
intercourse with the citizens. Our line of march carried us through
a great variety of scenery, marked, after three days’ progress in
Mexico, by high and barren mountains on the south and west,
covered with traces of rich ores; by sterile plains and table-lands,
scantily supplied, in the dry season, with water; and in the interior,
by beautiful fertile valleys, embosoming the quiet Mexican cities,
towns, and haciendas, and surrounded in the hazy distance by cloud-
capt mountains covered with cedars. You are acquaigted with Illi-
nois, and can form some idea of Mexico, as I saw it for six hun-
dred miles, by imagining the Prairie State elevated @ thousand
feet, and made somewhat more broken and undulating, with craggy
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rocky mouwnieine lowering (rom tue to’ two thousand feet above the
plins, taking the place of the grdves and interesting face of the
country in all directions. * Bat it is only by actual visiop, that you
can adequstely estimats the grand, though uninviting picture of
lonely desolation—the inhospitable sterility that met the eye of the
wearied soldier, in his toilsome, thirsty marches, and often made him
wish that an earthquake had sunk the country he was sent to con-
quer. The conntry bordering on the Rio Grande, where we crossed .-
it, and for a considerable distance into Mexico, west and south, is
low, level, very fertile, and well watered by streams or irrigating
canals. It already supports a large population, and contains the
cities of Presidio, Nava, and Fernando; the last two, situated forty
and fiy miles west of the river, struck me as quite flourishing.

«The fand between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, for nearly
a bundred miles, except a fow fertile prairies, is divided into sandy
deserts and marshy chapparals, almost as difficult of access as the
jungles of India. It will be the haunt only of savages and wild
beasts for many generations, if not forever. Personal observation
satisfied me that Senator Benton was right when h& pronounced the
Nueces ¢ the most profitable western boundary of Texas.” Of the
country east of this river, of which I saw much, I must say as of
Texas generally, with her rolling prairies and crystal streams, that
here I beheld the futare France of America,a Jand destined to
bloom with « the olive and myrtle, the cedar and vine,” and to flow,
even in our own time, with milk and honey.

“The effect of our long marching, the strict discipline enforced
by our general, and the exercise taken in drill were most salutary
upon the health of our army. After the professional and sedentary
life in the bilious atmosphere of the Mississippi, the campaign had
a most renovating eflect. The army lay encamped at Monclova
three weeks, during which period our rear came up, and General
‘Wool was ordered 0 co-operate with General Taylor at Monterey,
instead of marching upon €hihuahua, which, up to this time, had
been our destination. Eleven days brought us to Parras, two hun-
dred miles farther into the country, where supplies were abundant.
Here we lay in camp eleven days, in friendly intercourse with the
people, of whom many were not destitute of moral worth and intelli
gence. The American sharpers among them — soi-disans gentle-
men, —engaged in trade and marrying fortunes, struck me with

12+



138 BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN E. WOOL.

more disgust than the most degraded Mexicans. Many of the better
class of natives commanded my-highest esteem. One Don Manue)
Toarra, who was educated in the United States, found some old
friends in the army, and treated ns with a hospitality commensurate
with his great wealth. The position was fixed in neutrality by his
intelligence and prudence ; by his respect for the American charac-
ter and institutions, sympethy for his country, and by an unfeigned
aversion for his own rulers—the demagogues in the city of Mexico.

. Santa Anna had asseseed his contribution for the army at sixty dol-
lars per week. His reply to Santa Anna was, ¢ Come with your
army and take it.’

« But these halcyon days scon passed over our heads, and more
stirring scenes were at hand. General Worth, who lay at Saltillo,
one hundred and twenty miles north of east from us, with a thou-
sand regulars, received intelligence (which he credited) on the 16th
of December, that Santa Anna was within three days” march of him,
with thirty thousand men, and was advancing. He despatched ex-
presses to Monterey and Parras for aid, promising to hold out one day
against any force, and requesting us to reinforce him on the fourth day.

« General Wool received this news in the evening of the 17th,
and in Jess than two hours the whole of the army was on the march.
On the 21st we reinforced Worth, but no enemy was to be seen.
For three nights in succession on this march, which was accom-
plished in three days and a half, the army was aroused at one o’clock
in the morning to resume the advance. The cavalry and artillery
called us sleep-walkers, and complained that we were killing off
their horees.

«The spirit displayed by the men, their alacrity, cheerfulness and
patience, were most admirable. Expecting as they did to meet the
enemy every hour, their demeanour inspired the staff and all other
officers with confidence in the result. Volunteers as they were,
and, as compared with the regulars, but imperfectly disciplined,
they suddenly assumed a bearing, and readiness to obey orders, not
altogether unworthy of the ¢« Old Guard of Napoleon.” This march
was a fitting prelude to the battle of Buena Vista.

4 On the 21st of December we sat down at Agua Nueva, a small
rancho or town, twenty-one miles south of Salillo, and near the great
pass in the mountaine leading to San Luis Potosi, the seat of the
Mexican power. Here we passed Christmas watching for the ap-.
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_pearance of the enemy ia this pess, and in two smaller ones, a few
miles distant on each side of us. New Year's day was spent at
Eoncantada, nine miles nearer to Saltillo; -we still watching, how-
ever, and enjoying the luxury of frequent false alarms. We soon
after took up our fighting position at the rancho of Buena Vista,
five miles from Saltillo, and prepared to defend the pass two miles
in advance of our camp.

«In the mean time, General Taylor was concentrating all his
available forces at Monterey, either to receive the attack or to make
it himself. General Scott, however, chose that he should receive
it. Early in January, General Worth was detached with his divi-
sion from General Taylor, and joined to Scott at Tampico. Not
content with taking this and General Patterson’s command at Mate-
moras, Scott broke into our division — the marching column — and
drew off to himself Colonel Harney with two companies of dragoods,
and Major Bonneville’s battalion of four companies, leaving General
Wool an army of volunteers, exclusively ; if you except Captain
Steen’s squadron of dragoons, and Captain Washington's battery,
which last even he (Scott) had the modesty to request for his
own use.”

The following valuable extracts from a letter of one in General
Wool’s army, [dated San Antonio de Bexar, Oct. 14th, 1846,] give
accurate estimates of the force and condition of the Division of the
Centre,

«It was the last of August before all the various detachments
which bad been ordered here to compose this division, arrived. As
soon as they had done so, they were actively employed in organiz-
ing, drilling, manceuvring, &c., preparatory to taking the field.
The stores, both of subsistence and ammunition, came in but slowly,
as they had to be hauled in wagons from Port Laraca, on the Gulf,
a distance of one hundred and fifty miles; and sufficient means for
transporting them were not supplied in season to bring them all on
atonce. It was the 25th of September before these stores had ac-
cumulated here, over and above the necessary quantity for the daily
use of the troops, to allow the general to commence his campaign.
By that time a train of wagons large enough for the advance had
been collected, and the 26th was appointed as the day on which
that portion of the division should move. It was composed of the

" following troops :—
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«Colonel W. 8. Harney, 24 dragoons, in command.
First Lieutenant Daniel H. Rucker, 1st dragoons, acting assistant
adjutant-general. . '
Captain Osborne Cross, assistant quartermaster.
Dr. Josiah Simpson, assistant surgeon, U. 8, A.
Dr. William Levely, assistant surgeon, U. 8. A,
Captain Robert E. Lee, U. 8. corps of engineers.
Captain William D. Fraser, U. 8. corps of engineers.
Captain George W. Hughes, U. 8. corps of topographical engi-
neers.
First Lieutenant Lorenzo Sitgreaves, U. 8. corps of topoo'raphl-
cal engineers.
Lieutenant William B. Franklin, U. 8. corps of topographical
engineers.
Captain John M. Walhmgton 4th artillery.
First Lieutenant John P. J. O'Brien, 4th artillery.
First Lieutenant Thomas L. Brent, 4th artillery.
Second Lieutenant Henry M. Whiting, 4th artillery.
. Total. Aggregate.
These are the officers of Washington’s light ar-
tillery, (company ¢ B,’ 4th artillery,) which num-
bered for duty, and able to march . 95 99
One squadron 2d regiment U. 8. dragoons, com-
posed of ‘A’ and ‘I’ companies—able to march 118 124
The officers composing this squadron were
Brevet-Major Benjamin L. Beall, 2d dragoons.
First Lieutenant John H. Hill, “
First Lieutenant Daniel G. Rogers, «
Second Lieutenant John Y. Bicknell,
Sccond Licutenant James M. Hawes, «
One battalion of light infantry, composed of three
companies of the 6th U. 8. infantry, and one
of Kentucky volunteers—able to march . . 23
These are the officers of that battalion, so far as I
.have been able to ascertain—
Major B. L. E. Bonneville, 6th U. 8. infantry.
Captain William Hoffinan, L
Captain Albemarle Cady, “
Captain John Williams, Kentucky voluntcers
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First Lieutenant Edward H. Fitzgerald, 6th
infantry A. C. 8.

First Lieutenant Leonidas Wetmore, &th, com-

manding company,

Second Lieutenant Edwin Howe. 6th.

Second Lieutenant William Read, 5th U.
infantry.

Brevet Second Lumtenn& William Rhes, 6th
U. 8. infantry.

(Three subalterns of Capt. Williams’ company
.of Kenmclxy volunteers, names not known.)

8ix companies of Arkansas mounted volunteers.

Their collective strength of men able to march,

WBS . . . . . e . . 802 4
Colonel Arch. Yell, Arkansas mounted vol.
Lieutenant-Colonel J. 8. Rone, «
First Lieutenant G. Meares, adjt. «
Captain Albert Pike, “
Captain John Preston, Jr., “
Captain John Dillard, . o“
Captain Danley, “

Captain Porter, “
Captain Inglish, “
(Subalterns’ names not known.)
Two companies (‘A’ and *I’) Ist regiment of Illi-
nois volunteers, commanded by Captain Morgan,
of the Qunncy riflemen, . . . 150 156
Two companies (‘ B’ and *H') 2d regxment of Ili-
nois volunteers, commanded by Captain Webb
of the 2d reglment IL.V. .. . 18 Ml
One company of pioneers, under the dmcuon of
Captain Lee, and numbering . . . . 80

s 2 8 8 2 8 a 2

Advance—with 66 officers, . . . . 1171 12387

« Two boats had been constructed at this place by Captain Fraser,
Engineers, by which the division is to cross the Rio Grande. They
were taken apart and transported thither in wagons. The generul
dirccted that all the men who were npable to march fiftecn miles per
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day should be left behind, to come up with other troops, should they
recover {rom sickness, and regain their strength.

« This force started oft the momning of the 26th September. Every
man in fine spirits, and every company in the best possible fighting
order. Captain Washington had a fine battery of six brass pieces
—two twelve-pounders and four six-pounders—and a good supply
of ammunition for them. Two more brass six-pounders are to be
forwarded from here. These are to be added to his battery, and
will reach him at the Rio Grande.

On the morning of the 20th of September, General Wool, staff,
and escort (one squadron of 1st regiment U. 8. dragoons) left San
Aantonio for the Rio Grande. The officers were— .
Brigadier-General John E. Wool, U. 8. army.

First Lieutenant Irvin McDowell, 1st artillery, A. D. C.
Brevet Second Lientenant Francis T. Bryan, topographical engi-

neers, additional A. D. C.

Captain James H. Prentiss, 1st artillery, assistant adjutant-general.
Captain William W. Chapman, assistant quartermaster.

First Lieutenant Marsena R. Patrick, 2d infantry, A. C. S.

Dr. Charles M. Hitchcock, assistant surgeon, U. S. A.

Major David Hunter, paymaster, U. 8. A.

Second Lieutenant Charles P. Kingsbury, ordnance department.
Captain Enoch Steen, 1st regiment U 8. dragoons.

Captain William Eustis, [
Second Lieut. Abram Buford, “ “
Sec. Lieut. Joseph H. Whittlesey, « “

The squadron of 1st dragoons was composed of ‘A’ and ‘E”’ com-
panies, and numbered one hundred and thirty-one.

Aggregate of all the force which left on the 20th, one hundred
and forty-four.

4 Colonel Sylvester Churchill, inspector-general U. 8. arnry, was
left in command of the forces remaining at San Antonio de Bexar,
which forces were to be forwarded on to join the general at the
Presidio del Rio Grande, as fast as means of transportation would
allow.

«“On the 24 of October eight companies of the 1st regiment 1lli-
wvuis volunteers took up their line of march. This force was com-
marded by
Culvae! John J. Flardin, st regiment Illinois volunteers.
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His ficld and staff officers were—
Lieutenant-Colonel Westherford, h regiment llnl. 'dmleen.
Major Warren, -

CaphmBobettH.Chlm.A.Q.H.,U.s.my. ,
Dr. Herrick, amistant surgeon (by the new law).

Dr. Zabriskie, acting assistant surgeon (by appointment).

First Licutenant W. H. Wallace, adjutant Ist regiment Ilincia

volunteers.
'The captains of companies were—
Captain Mower, 1st regiment Iliinois volonteers.
Cnphm Fry, - - -
Captain Zabriskie, « - -
Captain Richardecn, - -
Captain Crow, - - -
Cnphin WM - - - ¢
Captain Montgomery, - -

2:

ThetotalofColonel Hardin’s command was 538—36 officers—
aggregate, 574.

 This command was also in fine order, and not encambered by
any men unable to march fifteen miles per day.

«The last intelligence received bere from General Wool was
dated at his head-quarters on the evening of October 5th. He had
overtaken Colone] Harney and the advance, and was then encamped
twenty-five miles only from Presidio del Rio Grande. By bis table
of distances from one watering-place to anotber, for the whole route,
(and giving an account of the grazing, &c., for the information of
the forces to succeed him,) Presidio is estimated to be one hundred
and fifty-seven miles from San Antonio. The water abounded in
sufficient quantities, and at intervals short enough to prevent the
necessity of transporting it, except for a part of one day’s march, for
the whole way. The grazing is also reported as being generally
good, except at the Leona and Nueces rivers.

« Since writing the foregoing, another express has arrived frum
the general, with communications dated the 11th instant. He had
arrived at the river on the 9th, and nearly the whole of the advance
had crossed without opposition, and was already in Mexico. ‘The
following order was published to the troops on the 9th:—

« Soldiers '—Afier a long and tedious march, you have arrived

G
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on the bank of the Rio Grande.- In the performance of this service
the commanding general has witnesséd with the greatest pleasure
your patience, good order, and perseverance under many depriva-
tions and hardships. All have done their duty, and in a manner
that reflects the highest credit on both officers and men. From this
remark he would not except his staff, who have actively and zeal-
wously devoted themselves to the service ; whilst Captain Cross has
been eminently successful in forwarding his long train of supplies,
without delay or serious accident.

% To-morrow you will cross the Rio Grande, and occupy the ter-
ritory of our enemies. We have not come to make war upon the
people or peasantry of the country, but to compel the govemnment
of Mexico to render justice to the United States. The people, there-
fore, who do not take up arms aguinst the United States, and remain
quiet and peaceful at their homes, will not be molested or interfered
with, either as regards their persons or property ; and all those who
furnish supplies will be treated kindly, and whatever is received
from them will be liberally paid for.

«It is expected of the troops that they will observe the most rigid
discipline and subordination. All depredations on the persons or
property of the people of the country are strictly forbidden ; and any
soldier or follower of the camp who may so far forget his duty as to
violate this injunction, will be severely punished.

“ A report reached San Antonio last evening, that the Mexicans
had assembled a force of secven thousand at Monclova, to arrest
General Wool’s advance at that place; and it is also reported that
Santa Anna has taken command of his army 1n person, and already
established his head-quarters at Saltillo.

“ The rear of the Central Division leaves here this day, to join the
general.  The officers are—

Colonel Sylvester Churchill, Inspector-Gencral U. 8. A., com-
manding.

First Licutenant J. Henry Carlton, 1st dragoons, aid-de-camp.

Major Charles Thomas, quartermaster U. S. A.

Captain Davis, A. Q. M. (Under new act.)
Captain Howard, A. C. 8. “ “
Dr. Edward B. Price, surgeon, “ “
. J. Ham White, surgeon, “ “
[ “

Wxir John B. Butler, paymaster,
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&phmGeova.H.th.tdengoom.commnﬂmgdehch-
ment of artillery, dragoons smd infantry.
Bnmﬂemdhoumhm&h,ﬁdnmondutymﬂx
Cuptuthke
Twwmpnmdmmnudmhnmmndedby
Captain William G. Preston and Captain Hunter. -
Golonel William H. Bissell, commanding 24 regiment Ilinois
volunteers.
heuwmdeonelMornm.%ngmmmmvdunwu.
Major Trail,
Bemwmpanmmly,dthzﬂdmglm.nmhmtbﬂmcom—
mand —two having goone with Colsnel Hamey, and ove (Captain
-Hacker’s) left as a guard to this place. They are commanded by
the following officers :

Captain Wheeler, Captain Buker,
Onptain Coffee, Captaia Armstrong,
Captain Lemon, Captain Lott.
Captain Miller, .

One company of Texas volunteers, commanded by Captain Charles
A. Seefeld. (Names of subalterns not known.)

The whole of this command numbers, aggregate, 724.

“ With the next train of wagons, Major Solon Borland, with the
remaining two companies of Arkansas volunteers, is to come up.
They are commanded by Captain Moffit and Captain Patrick, and
will number, aggregate, 150.

« Then all the forces of this division will have left for the field,
and will number, all told, only 2829.

«The general will probably establish a depdt for stores somewhere
in the interior beyond Presidio —as when the rainy season com-
mences, he no doubt desires to have the distance for immediate and
frequent transportation as short as possible. It is thought by many
here that we shall have a hard struggle before we capture Chihua-
hua. Let that be as it may, we will all try to render o country a
good account of ourselves.

1 shall write you again from the Presidio del Rio Grande. You
have in this crude letter the different corps,and the strength of each ;
and when they are mentioned in future letters, you can refer to this
for many data which will in them be necessarily suppressed.

“The north-western fronticr of Texas, during our advance, will

13
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be protected by a military police, composed of four or five compa-
nies of mounted rangers, three of which have already been mustered
into the service of the United States for twelve months.”

Fortunately for General Taylor, Wool was not sent with the
regular troops who had been called away from the Rio Grande to
Vera Cruz. To him was entrusted the management of the battle
of Buena Vista, and in all the extremities of that eventful field, the
army leaned on him for advice and assistance. There the volun-
teers learned the use of that strict discipline which he had been so
indefatigable to enforce; and his stern voice sounded along the
gorges of. Angostura like some mighty spirit’s, to whom was en-
trusted the chances of battle. His official report of the action,
which we insert entire, is the most scientific description of it ever
published.

« Agreeably to the ofders from the commanding general, I bave
the honour to report that, on the 21st ult., the troops at Agua Nueva
broke up their encampment, and, preceded by the supply and bag-
gage train, marched for Buena Vista and Saltillo, except Colonel
Yell's regiment of Arkansas volunteers, which remained to look
out for the encmy, reported to be advancing on Agua Nueva in
great force, and to guard some public stores lefi at the hacienda until
transportation could be obtained to carry them to Buena Vista.

“On the arrival of the commanding general at Encantada, he di-
rected that Colonel McKee’s regiment, 2d Kentucky volunteers, and
a section of Captain Washington’s battery, be kept at that place to
give support to Colonel Yell in case he should be driven in by the
enemy. Between Encantada and Bucna Vista, ata place called the
Pasgs, Colonel Hardin’s regiment 1st Illinois volunteers was stationed.
The rest of my command encamped near the hacienda of Buena
Vista, The major-general commanding, accompanied by Licute-
nant-Colonel May’s squadron, (2d dragoons,) Captains Sherman and
Bragg's batteries, (3d artillery,) and the Mississippi regiment, com-
manded by Colonel Davis, proceeded to Saltillo, to provide against
the attack meditated by General Minon, with a cavalry force reported
to be three thousand strong. As many wagons as could be obtained
were ordered to return forthwith to Agua Nueva, and bring off what
remained of the stores at that place.

« In the course of the evening, agreeably to the instractions of the
vvinanding general, transmitted from Saltillo, Colonel Marshall,
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with his regiment and the 1st dragoons, were ordered to Agus
Nueva to reinforce Colonel Yell, who was directed, in case he
should be attacked, to destroy every thing at that place he could got
bring off, and to retire before 12 o’clock, P. M. Colongl McKee, at
Encantada, with the section of artillery, was directed to join Colonel
Yell on his retreat, and the whole to fall back to Buena Vista, should
the enemy pursue them to thet place. Before leaving Agua Nueva,
Colonel Yell's pickets were driven in by the advanced parties of
the Mexicans. He then retired with the reinforcements under the
command of Colonel Marshall, afier destroying a small quantity of
corn yet remaining at the hacienda, and leaving a few wagons
which had begn precipitately abandoned by their teamsters.

«All the advanced parties came into Buena Vista, except Colonel
Hardin’s regiment, before daylight on the morning of the 22d.

« At 8 o’clock, A. M., on the 22d, I received notice that the
Mexican army was at Agua Nueva, and ordered a section of Cap-
tain Washington’s artillery to move forward and join Colonel Hardin.
Shortly afterwards I repaired to that position, where it had been de-
termined to give battle to the enemy. During. the previous night,
agreeably to my orders, Colonel Hardin’s regiment had thrown ap
a parapet on the height, on the left of the road, and had dug a small
ditch, and made a parapet extending from the road around the edge
of the gulley, on the right of the road. They were then directed
to dig a ditch, and make a parapet across the road for the protection
of Captain Washington’s artillery, leaving a narrow passage nex
to the hill, which was to be closed up by running into it two wa-
gons loaded with stone.

« About 9 o’clock, our pickets, stationed at the Encantada, three
und a half miles distant, discovered the enemy advancing. Word
was immediately despatched to the commanding general at Saltillo ;
and I ordered the troops at Buena Vista forthwith lo be brought
forward.

« Captain Washington’s battery was posted across the road, pro-
tected on its left by a commanding eminence, and on its right by
deep gullies. The 2d Kentucky infantry, commanded by Colonel
McKee, was stationed on a hill immediately in the rear of Wash-
ington’s battery. The six companies of the 1st Lilinois regiment,
commanded by Colonel Hardin, took post on the eminence on the
left; and two companies, under Lieutenant-Colone: Weatherford
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L. e & e 3reascwork on the right of Washington's battery. The
w4 . s xyioent was stationed on the left of the Kentucky regi-
mwa. Use Indiana brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General
e, was posted on a ridge immediately in rear of the front line,
1m2 Capiain Stein’s squadron in reserve, in rear of the Indiana bri-
gale. The Kentucky regiment of cavalry, under the command of
Colonel Marshall, and the Arkansas regiment, under the command
of Colonel Yell, were stationed to the left of the second line towards
the mountains. Shortly afterwards the rifie companies of these two
regiments were dismounted, and with the cavalry companies of the
Kentucky regiment, and a battalion of riflemen from the Indiana
brigade, under Major Gorman, under the command of Colone] Mar-
shall, were ordered to take post on the extreme left, and at the foot
of the mountains.

“These dispositions were approved by the major-general com-
manding ; who had now returned from Saltillo, bringing with him
Lieutenant-Colonel May’s squadron of the 2d dragoons, Captains
Sherman and Bragg’s batteries of artillery, and the Mississippi
regiment of riflemen.

% The enemy had halted just beyond cannon-shot, and displayed
his forces on either side of the road, and commenced pushing his
light infantry into the mountains on our left. At the same time, in-
dications of an attempt on our right induced the commanding ge-
neral to order the 2d Kentucky infantry and Captain Bragg’s bat-
tery, with a detachment of mounted men, to take post on the right
of the gullies, and at some distance in advance of Captain Wash-
ington’s battery, in the centre.

«Captain Sherman’s battery was held in reserve in rear of the
second line.

“The enemy was now seen pushing his infantry on his right
towards the heights, showing evidently an intention to turn our left,
in order to get possession of the key to our position — the eminence
immediately on the left of Washington’s artillery—and thus open a
free passage to Salillo.

“Colonel Marshall, with his regiment, the Arkansas riflemen,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Roane, and the Indiana rifle battalion,
under Major Gorman, was charged with meeting this party, and
checking their movement on our left. Brigadier-General Lane,
with the 2d Indiana regiment, and a section of Captain Washing-
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ton’s artillery, under Lisutenant O'Brien—since caplain in the quar-
termaster’s department — was ordered to the extreme left and front
of the plain, which was terminated by & deep ravine, extending
from the mountain to the road, with orders to prevent the enemy
from coming aroand by. the base of the mountain,

“ At % o’clock, as the enemy’s light infantry were moving up the
side of the monntain and 1n the ravines, they opened s fire on our
rifiemen from a large howitzer posted in the yoad ; and between 3
and 4 o’clock Colonel Marshall engaged the Mexican iafantry on
the side of the mountsin, and the firing continned on both sides at
intervals until dark. Inthnmumpcmmmdnoh-.whiht
that of .the ememy is known, by a subsequent .inspection of the
ground, to be considerable. Afier the firing had cessed, the major-
general commanding again returned to Sakillo to see to maiters at
that place, sad to guard against General Minon angd his cavaky,
waking with him the Mississippi regiment and squadron of the 2d
dragoous.

+ The troops remained under arms during the night in the position
they occupied at the close of the day. About 2 o’clock, A. M., of
the 23d, our pickets were driven in by the Mexicans, and at the
dawn of the day the action was renewed by the Mexican light in-
fantry and our riflemen on the side of the mountain.

«The enemy had succeeded during the night, and early in the
morning, in gaining the very top of the mountain, and in passing to
our left and rear. He had reinforced his extreme right by some
fiteen hundred to two thousand infantry.

«Major Prail, 2d Illinois volunteers, was ordered, with his battalion
of riflemen, to reinforce Colanel Marshall, who was engaged in
"holding the right of the enemy in check.

«The enemy now opened a fire upon our left from a battery planted
on the side of the mountain near where his light infantry had com-
menced ascending it— every thing now indicating that the main
atiack would be against our lef.

«The 2d Kentucky infantry and Bragg’s battery of artillery were
by instructions given to Major Mansfield, ordered from the extreme
right, and Sherman’s battery ordered up from the rear to take post
with Colonel Bissell’s regiment (24 Illinois volunteess) on the pla-
teau which extends from the centre of the line to the foot of the
mountain, the sides of which were now filled with the Mexican in-

13
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fantry and our riflemen, between whom the firing had become very
brisk. About this time the major-general commanding was seen
returning from Saltillo with the Mississippi regiment and the squad-
ron of the 24 dragoons; and, shortly afier, he arrived and took his
position in the centre of the field of battle, where he could see and
direct the operations of the day. At 8 o’clock, a large body of the
enemy, composed of infantry, lancers, and three pieces of artillery,
moved down the high road upon our centre, held by Captain Wash-
ington’s battery and the 1st Illinois volunteers, but were soon dis-
persed by the former. The rapidity and precision of the fire of the
artillery scattered and dispersed tlfis force in a few minutes with
considerable loss on their side, and little or none on our own.

«In connection with this movement, a heavy column of the enc-
my’s infantry and cavalry and the battery on the side of the moun-
tain moved against our left, which was held by Brigadier-General
Lane, with the 2d Indiana regiment, and Lieutenant O’Brien’s sec-
tion-of artillery, by whom the enemy’s fire was warmly returned,
and, owing to the range, with great effect by Lieutenant O'Brien’s
artillery. General Lane, agreeably to my orders, wishing to bring
his infantry within striking distance, ordered his line to move for-
ward. This order was duly obeyed by Lieutenant O’Brien. The
infantry, however, instead of advancing, retired in disorder ; and, in
spite of the utmost efforts of their general and his officers, left the
artillery unsupported, and fled the field of battle. Some of them
were rallied by Colonel Bowles, who, with the fragment, fell in the
ranks of the Mississippi riflemen, and during the day did good ser-
vice with that gallant regiment. 1 deeply regret to say that most
of them did not return to the field, and many of them continued their
flight to Saltillo.

¢ Lieutenant O’Brien, being unsupported by any infantry, and
not being able to make head against the heavy column bearing down
upon him with a destructive fire, fell back on the centre, leaving
one of his pieces, at which all the cannoniers and horses were either
killed or disabled, in the hands of the enemy. Seeing themselves
cut off from the centre by the flight of the 2d Indiana regiment, and
the consequent advance of the Mexican infantry and cavalry upon
the ground previously occupied by it, the riflemen under the com-
mand of Colonel Marshall retreated from their position in the
mountain, where they had been so successfully engaged with the
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enemy on the other side of the dry bed of a deep and broad torrent
that is immediately in rear of our position. Here many fled in dis-
order to the rear. Some of them were subsequently rallied and
brought again into action, with their brave companions ; others were
stopped at the hacienda of Buena Vists, and there re-formed by
their officers. N
“The enemy immedistely brought forward a battery of three
pieces, and took a position on the extreme left of our line, under
the mountain, and commenced an enfilading fire on our centre,
which was retarned with so much effect upon the advancing column
of the Mexicans, containing near six thousand infantry and lancers,
that it forced them to keep to the upper side of the plateau, close
under the side of the mountain; and, instead of turning to the left
and advancing on our centre, against the heavy fire of s0 much
well-served artillery, continued its course perpendicular to our line
on the extreme left, crossed over the bed of the dry torrent, in the
direction taken by our retreating riflemen, keeping all the while
close to the foot of the mountain. Colonels Marshall and Yell, with
their cavalry companies, Colonel May, with the squadron of the 1st
and 2d dragoons, and Captain Pike’s squadron, Arkansas regiment,
in connection with a brigade of infantry, formed of the Mississippi
regiment, the 3d Indiana, (Colonel Lane) and a fragment of the 2d
Indiana regiment, under Colonel Bowles, and Bragg’s attillery, and
three pieces of Sherman’s battery, succeeded in checking the march
of this colamn. The Mississippi regiment alone, and with a howit-
zer under Captain Sherman, moved against some four thousand of
the enemy, and stopped them in their march upon Saltillo. A large
body of lancers from this body formed column in one of the moun-
tain gorges, and advanced through the Mexican infantry, to make a
descent on the hacienda of Buena Vista, near which our train of
supplies and baggage had been packed. They were gallantly and
successfully met by our mounted men, under Colonels Marshall and
Yell, and the attacking column separated —part returning to the
mountain under cover of their infantry, and a part through the ha
cienda. Here the latter were met by a destrucuve fire from those
men who had left the field in the early part of the action, and had
been rallied by their officers. Colonel May’s dragoons and a section
of artillery, under Lieutenant Reynolds, coming up at this moment,
completed the rout of this poétion of the enemy’s cavalry. ‘The
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column that had passed our left, and had gone some two miles to
our rear, now faced about, and commenced retracing their steps,
exposing their right flank to a very heavy and destructive fire from
our infantry and artillery, who were drawn up in a line parallel to
the march of the retreating column, of whom many were forced on
and over the mountains, and many dispersed.

« General Santa Anna, seeing the situation of this part of his army,
and, no doubt, considering them as cut off, sent in a flag to the ma-
jor-general commanding to know what he desired. The general
asked me to be the bearer of his answer, to which I cheerfully
assented, and proceeded immediately to the encmy’s battery under
the mountains, to see the Mexican generpl-in-chief. But in conse-
quence of a refusal to cease firing on our troops, to whom the news
of the truce had not yet béen communicated, and who were actively
engaged with the Mexican infantry, I declared the parley at an
end, and returned without seeing General Santa Anna, or commu-
nicating the answer of the general commanding.

#'The Mexican column was now in rapid retreat, pursued by our
artillery, infantry, and cavalry; and, notwithstanding the effect of
our fire, they succeeded for the greater part, favoured by the con-
figuration of the ground, in crossing the bed of the torrent, and
regaining the plateau from which they had previously descended.

« Whilst this was taking place on the left and rear of the line,
our centre, under the immediate eye of the commanding general,
although it suffered much in killed and wounded, stood firm, and
repelled every attempt to march upon it.

«The Mexican forces being now concentrated on our left, made
a bold move to carry our centre, by advancing with his whole
strength from the left and front. At this moment, Lieutenant
O’Brien was ordered to advance his battery and check this move-
ment. He did so in a bold and gallant manner, and maintained
his position until his supporting force was completely routed by an
immensely superior force. His men and horses being nearly all
killed and wounded, he found himself under the necessity of aban-
doning his pieces, and they fell into the hands of the enemy. From
this point the enemy marched upon the centre, where the shock
was met by Colonel McKee, the 1st Illinois, under Colonel Hardin,
and the 2d, under Colonel Bissell, all under the immediate eye of
- the commanding general, This was the hottest as well as the most
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critical part of the action ; and at the moment when our troops were
sbout giving way before the vastly superior force with which they
were contending, the balteries of Captains Bherman and Bragg
coming up most opportunely from the rear, and under the immediate
direction of the commanding general, by a well-directed fire checked
and drove back with great loss the enemy, who had come close upon
the muzzles of their pieces. A part of the enemy’s lancers took
our infantry in flank, and drove them down the ravine in front of
Captain Washington's battery, who saved them by a well-directed
and welltimed fire from his pieces.

“ This was the last great effort of General Santa Anna; the firing,
however, between the enemy’s artillery and our own, continued antil
night.

“The troops lay on their arms in the position in which they were
placed at evening. Major Warren’s command, consisting of four
companies of Illinois infantry, and a detachment of Captain Web-
ster’s company, under Lieutenant Donaldson, were brought on the
field from Salillo; where they had performed, during the day, im- _

" portant services in connection with Captain Webster's battery, under
a piece ably served by Lieutenant (now Captain) Shover, 8d artil-
lery, in repelling the attack of General Minon and his cavalry on
that place. Every arrangement was made to engage the enemy
early the next morning, when, at daybreak, it was discovered he
had retreated under cover of the night, leaving about one thousand
dead and several hundred wounded on the field of battle, and two
hundred and ninety-four prisoners in our hands, one standard, and
a large number of arms.

“ Our own loes was, I deeply regret to say, very great—equalling,
if not exceeding, in proportion to the nambers engaged, that of the
enemy. In killed, wounded, and missing, it amounted to rising of
seven hundred. Among the dead, some of the most gallant of our
officers fell while leading their men to the charge, and some who
are well known to the country for distinguished services on other
fields, among whom were Colonel A. Yell, of Arkansas, Colonel
William McKee, Lieutenant-Colonel H. Clay, of Kentucky, and
Colonel Hardin, of Illinois. I also lost my assistant adjutant-gene-
ral, Captain Lincoln, who was as brave, gallant, and as accomplished
an officer as I ever knew. FHe fell in the execution of my orden.
and in the attempt to rally our men.
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« The troops posted in the centre were constantly under the eye
of the commanding general, and their movements and bearing during
the battle are better known to him than myself. I think it proper,
however, to bear witness with bim to the particular good conduct
of the 1st Illinois volunteers, under Colonel Hardin, and, after his
death, under Colonel Weatherford ; of the 2d Illinois volunteers,
under Colonel Bissell ; and the 2d Kentucky infantry, under Colo-
nel McKee, Licutenant-Colonel Clay, and after their death, under
Major Fry. These regiments suffered greatly in the contest, and
were ably and gallantly led on by their officers, as their number,
names, and rank of the killed will abundantly testify.

«I also desire to express my high admiration, and to offer my
warmest thanks to Captains Washington, Sherman and Bragg, and
Lieutenants O’Brien and Thomas, and their batteries; to whose
services at this point, and on every other part of the field, I think
it but justice to say, we are mainly indebted for the great victory so
successfully achieved by our arms over the great force opposed to
us—more than twenty thousand men and seventeen pieces of
artillery. Without our artillery we would not have maintained our
position a single hour.

« Brigadier-General Lane was very active and prompt in the dis-
charge of his duty, and rendered good service throughout the day.
He reports, among many others, Colonel Lane and the 3d Indiana
regiment as having done themselves great credit. To Colonel
Davis and the Mississippi regiment under his command, whose ser-
vices were conspicuous in the open engagements on the rear of our
left, great credit is due for the part they performed, and much praise
for their conspicuous gallantry, which caused them to be a rallying
point for the force that was driven in from the left, and who, in con-
nection with the 3d Indiana regiment, and a fragment of the 2d
Indiana, under its gallant colonel, constituted almost the only in-
fantry opposed to the heavy column of the encmy.

 Colonel Marshall rendered gallant and important scrvices, both
as the commander of the riflemen in the mountains, where he and
his men were very effectual, and as the commander of the cavalry
companies of his regiment, in connection with those of the Arkan-
sas regiment, under Colonel Yell, and after his death, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Roane, (who commanded them in a gallant manner,)
in thejr nperations against the enemy’s lancers. Colonel Marshall
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reports that Lioutenant-Colonel Field was everywhere during the
baitle, and equal entirely 30 'his."station, and rendered the most es-
sential assistance. .

“&ovuwllnl lﬁy. ﬂddngoom.vmh thaqmdm
of the 1st and 2d dmgooms, snd Captain Pike’s squadron of Arma-
ss cavalry, and a section of artillery, admirably served by Liea-
tevant Reynolds, 8d aitillery, played an important part in checking
and dispéming the enemy in.the rear.of .our let. They retired be-
fore him whenever be approached them. The gallant Captain
Stesn; whilet rallying, uader the orders of the commanding general,
some men mnnngftomthe field of battle, was severely wounded
in the thigh.

« Major McCulloch, quartermaster, in command of nTem spy,
company, hes, on-the field, and in all the reecancissances for seve-.
M@muhm;rmmgvatmud
valuable information.

« Though belonging to the staff of the mu]or-genenl oommand
ing, yet the very important and valuable services of Major Mans-
field, 10 whom I am greatly indebted for the aid I received from his
untiring exertions, activity, and extensive information, as well as for
his gallant bearing during the days and nights of the 21st, 22d,
23d and 24th, give me the privilege of expressing to the com-
manding general my entire admiration of this accomplished officer’s
conduct.

« My thanks are also due to Major Monroe, chief of artillery, for
the services rendered by him on the field, as chief of artillery, and
for his exertions in rallying the men at Buena Vista, and disposing
of themrnt that place, to meet. the attack of the enemy’s lancers.
Paymaster Dix and Captain Leonard rendered very valuable axd
by their gallantry in rallying the troops. Lieutenant Renham, en-
gineer, was very gallant, zealous, and efficient at all times, night
and day, in the performance of the important duties with which he
was charged.

«Of my staff I cannot speak in too high terms; their devotion to
duty at all times, day and night, and their activity and gallant bear-
ing on the 21st, 22d, 28d, and 24th, not only command my adroi-
ation, but is worthy of all praise.

L ] » * » L L L] L] » - L ]

« caunot close my report without expressing, officinlly [
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mally, as I have heretofore done personally to the major-general
commanding, the feelings of gratitude I have for the confidence and
extreme copsideration which have marked all his acts towards me ;
which have given me additional motives for exertion, and increased
zeal in the execution of the responsible duties with which I have
been charged.

» L L ] L ] L L L L ] L L] L ] -

«The forces engaged in the great battle of the 22d and 23d
ultimo, were as follows :—

« The United States troops, commanded by Major-General Taylor,
amounted to only four thousand six hundred and ten, including
officers.

« The forces under the command of General Santa Anna amount-
ed to twenty-two thousand. Some of the Mexican officers taken
prisoners stated the number to be twenty-four thousand, exclusive
of artillery. This number, I presume, included General Minon’s
cavalry, reported to be from two to three thousand.

«The army is represented to be in a disorganized state, and that
the losses in killed and wounded, and by desertion, exceed six thou-
sand men. The dead, the dying, and the wounded in a starving
condition, everywhere to be scen on its route, bespeak a hurried re-
treat and extreme distress.”

A writer, already quoted, gives the following account of Wool's
conduct in the battle, together with many interesting incidents :

« Our general was encamped on the 5th ult., with Colonel Bissell
and Captain Washington, on the heights above and to the south of
Baltillo, the rest of the army being distributed through the valley,
still watching the passes to San Luis, when he who is called by his
devoted soldiers Old Rough and Ready, came up with Bragg’s and
Bherman’s batteries and Colonel Davis’ Mississippi regiment. He
expressed great satisfaction and pleasure with our discipline and the
manner in which General Wool had ¢ brought us up.’ By command
of General Worth, General Lane, with bis Indianians, and Lieute-
nant Kingsbury, had built a very good fort on the heights of Sal-
tillo, and in it Captain Webster’s two twenty-four-pound howitzers,
with smaller pieces, were placed, and commanded every building in
the city below, as well as the whole plain from mountain to moun-
tain, east and west.

% Qa the 8th of February, the whole army with General Taylor,
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except four eompabies of Kinis, Jeft to guard the town, lay in camp
at Agua Nueva, and: here onr'generals patiently awnited the arrival
of new levies, which they hopéd would make their forces ten thon-
sead strong, and forty days® provisions, ts enable us to march for
Santa Anne’s stronghold, San Lais Potosi, three trundred miles
south of Seltflle. General Taylor expected to be ready for the
méreh on the 1st of April. But for a long time the signs had been
thickening, that the Mexfonn dictator was siming a blow at us, the
Veluniarios, as compoeed of more conquerable staf” than the regu-
lars under Beott. Om the 220 of Januery, Majors Borland and
Gaines, Captain C. M. Clay, and Lieutenant Davidson; with eighty
men, were at Incarnacion, sixty miles from Sakiflo, on the San Luis

* yoad, soowting, when they were saddenly surrounded in the night by
three thowsand lancers under Gleneral Minon, taken prisoners in the
moring, and marched off for the city of Mexico. Boon after this,
Captain Eddy, of Kentucky, with seventeen men on picket guard,
was captured in the same manner—a manner little creditable to
soldiers.

% Our pickets were several times driven in, and the enmemy’s
cavalry frequently hovered around us on the south and east, to cat
off small parties. Many of the citizens suddenly became sullen to-
wards the Americanos, who had scattered money among them with
00 lavish a hand. Three men were missing out of the Arkansas
regiment, one of whom was found on the 9th uk., near the camp,
dead, with a lasso around his neck, and presenting a horrid specta-
tle. For this act of an unknown criminal, a few comrades of the
deceased, on the next day, took a frantic and senseless revenge, by
shooting down in cold blood about thirty unarmed Mexicans, who,
with their families, had abandoned the ranch, and were living in the
mountains under cover of trees and bushes, to cut wood, as they
smaid, for sale in our camp. Some Illinois infantry saved the greater
part of these poor people from massacre. Generals Taylor and Wool
were greatly enraged at the act, and branded it in general orders as
a cruel and cowardly outrage. Meanwhile a black cloud was gather-
ing up from San Luis, soon to burst upon our heads in storm and
thander. On the 20th uh., Colonel May, Captain Howard, and
Lieutenant O’Brien, with a scouting party at Idionda, twenty-five
miles south-east, took a Mexican, who said that Santa Anna was
advancing upon us from Incarnacion. They came into camp eari~

14
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23d, when, finding nothing to do on the right, they abandoned this
position and rushed ipto the battle, then raging on our left.

« It became evident on the 22d, that the high plain was to be the
principal field of battle. - Moet of that day was spent by Santa Anna
in throwing a large force of infantry, under General Ampudia, into
the mountain to our left, for the purpose of gaining our rear. At
four o’clock P. M. of the 22d, the battle began, with'a cannonade
on our right and centre, followed soon after by a sharp engagement
in the mountain to our left, between Kentucky rifiemen from Colonel
Marshall’s mounted regiment and the flankers of Ampudia, at least
three thousand strong. The mountain sides to the top seemed alive
with the enemy, whose bright English muskets glistened in the
rays of the setting sun.

« Night came, and all was still, save the humg of voices from the
two opposing armies, bivouacked whhin musket-shot of each other:
Had our forces been a little larger, that night wonld have seen the
destruction of Santa Anna’s army. But our only safety lay in an
obstinate defence of our position. Early in the morning of the 23d
the ball opened. The 2d of Illinois, Colonel Bissell, occupied the
right of the plain, his right resting on the head of a ravine, and well
guarded by Bragg's and Sherman’s antillery. On his left were
O'Brien’s three pieces, detached from Washington’s battery; and
still further to our left, next to the mountain, stood the 2d of In-
diana, Colonel Bowles, with General Lane and his staff. The 3d
of Indiana, Colonel Lane, and Colonel Davis’ well-tried Mississip-
pians, were held in reserve. Bebind our line, and sheltered by a
ravine from the heavy artillery of the enemy, (much heavier than
ours,) was our cavalry. The battle to-day was opened by our rifle-
men in the mountains, who renewed the attack which they com-
menced the evening before. To their assistance was soon sent the
rifle battalion of the 2d Illinois, three companies under Major Trail.
Here the blows of our men were soon felt by the enemy, who stood
at bay, at a respectful distance from their rifles.

 The main force of Santa Anna soon advanced against us on the
plain, while their artillery played upon our ranks on the left. The
infantry came on in admirable order, crossing one deep ravine after
another in our front, and deploying out of them into line, with a re-
gularity that excited our admiration, and must have struck the fancy
of eur two regular geneials. Their eight columns of regimer
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vancing in line, looked formidable indeed. As the enemy rose out
of the first ravine ia our front, they opened their fire upon us of the
2d Illinois, which we received some timie without returning, and ad-
vanced a short way.in it; but which, whefi we did return it, quickly
slackened. The manks immedistely before us soom staggered under
our fire, and were ripe for a charge of bayodets by us, whean the 2d
Indiana, on dur left, was seen in hase, inglorious flight. General
Lane, and his aid, Ms. Robinson, strove in wain to rally them. The
geveral bad, just before this disgraceful rout, replicd to an officer
who suggested a retreat — ¢ Retreat ! No; I will charge them with
the bayonet’ Many of this ¢ flying infantry’ ran ta the ranch, many
40 town, and some, the bearers of ill-tidings, may have ran, for aught
I know, to the United States. The enemy now charged O’Brien’s
guns, of which they teok one ; end our left bsing turaed, were con-
centrating their fire upon our single regiment with destructive eflect.
By command of Colonel Churchill, Colonel Bissell ordered his ranks
to cease firing and retreat to the ravine in our rear; which order was
several times repeated amidst the rauling volleys before it could be
heard and obeyed. Rallying out of the ravine to the right behind
the artillery, which was now ploughing through the advancing
columns of the enemy, we quickly joined the Kentuckians under
Colonel McKee, and with them drove back the enemy’s left with
slaugbter into the ravines, where many of them were killed and
wounded. But on owr left the enemy were victorious, and were
fast pushing into our rear, Their flankers in the mountains rushed
forward to surround our riflemen, and the swarms of lancers driving
before them the Arkansss cavalry, whom Colonel Yell in vain called
upon and adjured to follow him to the charge.

%QOur brave skirmishers from the mountains were on the point
of being exterminated, when Colonels Yell and Marshall, with a
few compenies and the dragoons of Captain Btern’s squadron,
slightly checked the career of the lancers, and enabled the greater
part of our riflemen to retreat to the ranch. About this time, Captain
Stern was struck with a grape-shot and compelled to retire. The
gallant and good old captain was greatly missed throughout the
day. Here, with maoy others, fell Lieutenant Price of Ilimois,
seventy-two years old. Captain Conner, of the rifles, was attacked
by three lancers, and-saved himself by his skill with the sword.

%The lancers still made head against our cavalry, and drove them
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_ to Buena Vista, vhete they ‘were finelly repulsed, after charging

and dispersing the Arkansas zegiment, with the loss of its noblo
colonel. May, with the: dmgaons, now came uyp, and with our
rifiemen aad two picece of, affillery, s00p. drave back the main body
of the lamcérs. . Bt in the menn time, a lerge brigade of Mexican
infantry had gained our rear, end: a lasge foree of lancers had gone
by our left to astack Sakilio, in eonjunetion with Generl'Minon on.
the north, Tlhese last were quickiy repelled. by our caunon in the.
front, and were chesed & considerable disence. back, by infaptcy
from the town with a suiall canson; The Misinippi. infantry now
marched to stiack that of the ememy ia owr roar; deewn up along
the base of the monntain, and geve them batle with a.galianicy and
steadiness worthy of veterans. - They were soon jeined by the 84
of Indiana, and a large part of the tarsished 2d, who had milied and
returned to the coaflict. General Lane wae in cnmmend bere,
though wounded early in the morning. The betle was blaedy,
obstinate, and long-continued. Two pieces of artillery, with our
rallied riflemen under Major Wall, came up to the left, and attacked
the right of the Mexican line with great eflfect. With thia squad,
for a short time, was General Wool, cool and collected, directing the
fire of the artillery and men, and placing them in the best positions.
The battle on the plain, meanwhile, was confined to artillery, of
which the enemy had planted a battery on our left, and alongside
of which was the main body of the infantry. On the flanks of our
artillery, opposed to that of the enemy, were Colonels Hardin, Bis-
sell, and McKee, ready to repel an expected charge of the Mexican
infantry, and Tn fall view of the splendid contest going on in our
rear. Colonel Hardin, on finding that all the attacks by lancers on
Washington’s battery were feints, and that the stream of battle flow-
" ed only on our side of the field, left his hill and came with a portion
of his regiment to the plain. With us was young Clay, whose firm-
set countenance and eye of fire, called up in memory his eloquent
father in the height of an oratorical triumph.

“ At length, about three o’clock P. M., we saw the Mexican force
in our rear begin to falter- and retrace their steps, under the well-
directed shot of our ranks of marksmen, and the artillery still pour-
ing its iron death-bolts into their right. Their lancers, who had
taken refuge behind their infantry, and there watched the progress
of the fight, made one desperate charge to turn the fortune of the

11+
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day by breaking the line of Indiana and Mississippi. Bat the cool,
steady volunteers, sent them with carnage and confusion to Senta
Anna, on the plain above, with the report that our reserve was five
thousand strong, and filled all the ravines in our rear. The retrest
of their infantry, which paused for 2 moment, was now bastened by
the repulse of the lancers, bat still under a gulling fire. They march-
ed back in excellent order. While making their toilsome and bloody
way back, with their men falling at every step, Santa Anna practised
a ruse, to which any French or English officer would bave scorned
to resort. He exhibited a flag of" truce, and sent it across the plin
to our right, where stood our generals. The heralds first asked what
troops we were ; and one officer, 2 volunteer too, had the folly to say:
we were regulars, ¢ froupos de ligne’ They then asked Generl
Taylor what terms he had to propose. ¢I demand that General
Santa Anna surrender himseif and his whole army prisoners of war;
I will release them on parole’—was his reply. In the morning Santa
Anna bad summoned Taylor to surrender, representing the folly of
resistance with volunteers against his overwhelming force of regu-
lare. The old hero then replied, ¢ we are here, come and get us.’
The tables were now turning. The bearers of the flag asked what
time they could have to consider these terms—* An hour? <Not
half that time,’ exclaimed our second in command, who may be
called Old Ready as well as our first; ¢not half that time." «Take
thirty minutes,’ said our chief. The flag returned to the Mexican
army, accompanied by General Wool. By this time the detachment
in our rear, to save which the flag was exhibited, had nearly gained
the plain, still, however, under the fire of General Lane, who did
not intermit for a moment his terrible blows upon the retreating
enemy. At length they joined the main army. The cannonade had
recommenced on the side of the enemy aguinst us, with the return -
of the flag, and was quickly answered by our ¢mortal engines.’
. Soon afterwards their whole army commenced an orderly retreat
along the base of the mountains. Now came & disastrous movement.
Colonel Hardin called his men to a charge on the retiring enemy.
Colonels McKee and Bissell, under the influence of his example,
and willing to share his fate, seconded the movement, and marched -
with their men against ten times our numbers. Our batteries took a
nearer position and continued their fire. O’Brien, with his two re-
maining guns on our left, accompanied us to the middle of the plain,
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ranks aguinst the whole Méxican line, that now only four men of
the regiment were within hearing of this appeal, who answered it
by rallying instantly, with a few Kentuckians and Illincians of the
1st, to repel, with General Lane, a threatened charge. These four
men were, private Harman Buach, corporal Charles Gooding, a lieu-
tenant, and Colonel Bissell. I mention the last with greater plee-
sure, because he is a true man, 2 good officer, a native of your state,
and my colonel. Our force- augmented swiftly with the rallyiog
fugitives ; but Santa Anna judged it prudent not to make this charge;
and thus to save a part of his armry for other fields. Had he made
it, I cannot bring mywelf to doubt as to the result, when I consider
the exasperated mind of every survivor among us, inflamed to the
-highest and bitterest resentment for the wanton murdeyrs of the
wounded and vanquished, committed under our' eyes throughout
the day. We had now determined to conquer or to die.

“Santa Anna resumed his retreat. 8till under the five of our
artillery, and in good order, he recroesed the ravines, out of which
‘he had marched upon us in the morning. His bivouack was a little
in advance of our position till about midnight, when he retired to
Agua Nueva, and thence, on the 26th ult., marched for San Luis
Potosi. He admitted his loss to have been four thousand killed,
wounded and missing, of whom, certainly, not half were deserters.
We exchanged his prisoners for C. M. Clay and the others taken
in January, whom he promised to send to Vera Cruz. Our killed
and wounded were seven hundred. The despatches have already
informed you who they are. The letter is now so long that I must
close with a brief notice of a few of the dead, reserving the most
recent events for another epistle.

« Captain Lincoln, so distingnished at Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palma, was shot through the head early in the day, while rallying
us, and fell from his horse, near me, into the arms of Captain Raith.
He was a gallant New Englander, and stood high in the esteem of
all. He was adjutant to General Wool.

« Colonel Hardin was slain by lancers, near where, and soon after
McKee and Clay were shot. He was an excellent officer, a good
lawyer, and & man of talent. His character and fate bear a strong
similitude to that of Colonel Davies, who fell at Tippecanoe.

s« Colonel McKee, whom I did not know, is much regretted in



.bim to be General Wool ; and some prisoners taken soon after said
that General Taylor alone was left to save us. They judged erro- .
-neously of us from themselves, and would have found us an army
still, though deprived of our three generals.
 Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Clay, jr., was much lamented. His
manners, voice, and features reminded the obeerver strongly of his
father. You saw the suavity, ease, and dignity of his carriage and
deportment in them both. The statesman of Kentucky will sav
with old Siward :
«+My son has paid a soldier’s debt,
In the unshrinking station where he fought.
Head I as many sons as I bave heirs,
I would not wish them a fairer death:
And so0 his knell is knolled.

« In the same part of the field, and about the same time with Clay,
McKee, and Herdio, another fell, pierced by a lance, whose name
is worthy of a place in the yolls of fame—Private Alexander Konze,
of company H., 2d regiment of Hiinois. The writer was honoured
with bis friendship, and had an opportunity of knowing him well,
being a member of the same company and his tent-mate. His con-
duct on the field was most soldierly, cool, calm, deliberate, and
prompt in obeying orders, His courege was conspicuous, even in
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-the moment of his death, when he refused to surrender. Except a
brother in South America, he left na relatives on this continent. His

-widowed mother lives in Bueckeburg, in Hanover, near to his native
city—Hamburg, He received a aplendid education at the universi-
ties of Jena and Goettingen. He had been but a year in the United
-States when he joined our regiment in Altcn, whither he had come
to volunteer, from Wisconsin. His motives in taking this step were
that he might serve the country, whose constitution he respected
before all other systems of government, and gratify his curiosity in
a new mode of life, by seeing Mexico, and obeerving as he did with
a philosophic eye, the character of her people and institations. The
writer promised much pleasure to himself in travelling with him
thrbugh this country. He was twenty-seven years of age, and pro-
bably the most learned man in the army. His knowledge of philo-
logy was accurate and profound. Such was his familiarity with the
Latin, that by one day’s examination of a Spanish grammar, he was
able to read this cognate language with facility. Many pleannt
hours have we spent together in rambling over the plains and

. mountains of Mexico, while he filled his haversack with new plants
to send to Germany, and which his knowledge of botany often en-
abled him to class in their several genera and species.

« A better or a braver heart than his never beat its last on a field
of battle. While awaiting upon the field, on the night of the 23d
of February, the renewal of the attack by Santa Anna, the thought
was most consolatory to several of his comrades, that death on the
pext day, might make them companions of Miltiades, of Socrates,
and of Konze. This man died for a country of which he was not
a citizen ; shall it be said that he, the republican son of Germany,

" was not a true American? May his example animate the hearts
of those whom alone he would acknowledge as countrymen—the
good and the true of every clime and country.”

General Taylor did not forget to accord due credit to the con-
duct of General Wool. In his first hasty despatch to the depart-
ment, he mentions him alone. These are his words :—¢ I may be
permitted here, however, to acknowledge my great obligations to
Genetal Wool, the second in command, to whom I feel particularly
indebted for his valuable services on this occasion.” In his enlarged
report is the following testimonial :—

« To Brigadier-General Wool my cbligations are especially due.

.
-
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10 their townsman, Brigadier-General John E. Wool, as a token of
their personal esteem, and of their high appreciation of his gal-
lantry and military ability, as displayed on the bloody field of
Buena Vista, on the 22d and 238d days of February, 1847.’

«The scabbard is richly engraved with numerous battle scenes,
arms, and banners, and other suitable devices, and bears the follow-
ing inscription :

« « QuEENsTOWN, Oct. 13, 1812. PrarTeBURG, Sept. 11, 1814,
Buzna Vista, Feb. 22 and 23, 1847."”

The following letter and accompanying remarks will be pleasing
to every friend of General Wool. While it accords due justice to
him, it also shows that his skill is as great in selecting an advanta-
geous battle-ground, as in defending it when the enemy are upon

« 8o many persons have claimed the credit of saving the day at
Buena Vista, and some in a most extraordinary manner, and so
any claimants have appeared for praise for the honour of selecting
the ground upon which the glorious battle of Buena Vista was
fought, that it may not be improper, even at this late period, to
¢render unto Ceesar the things that are Cesar’s.’ As General Wool,
in my opinion, is entitled to the credit of having selected the spot,
the following letter, which incontestably establishes that fact, may
not prove uninteresting. It is from the pen of Captain Carleton, of the
United States Dragoons, & very gallant officer, and one whose pen
has often enriched the columns of the New York Spirit of the
Times in times past, and is addressed to General Wool.”

Now follows the letter of Captain Carleton, dated Buena Vista,
July 27th, 1847 :—

- «By reference to my journal of the marches, &c., of General
Wool’s column, I find that on the 21st of December, 1846, you
#rrived in the valley of Encantada with your whole force, consist-
ing of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, with their complete trains,
#nd encamped at Agua Nueva, situated at its southern terminatior.
That point is twenty miles in advance of Saltillo, which city was
then occupied by General Worth, to whose assistance you had
marched from Parras, a distance of one hundred and fifteen miles,
in less than three days. At that time the command of General
Worth was only a brigade, and he had sent by express a request to
you at Parras, to join him with your column as soon as possible, to
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General Churchill and his assistant, Captain Drum, United States
Army,) st the time saying that you had selected it for a battle-ground,
and repeating all you had stated in relation to it.

« It may not be improper likewise to add, that on the 26th of De-
cember General Butler visited you at Agua Nueva ; and that on the
21th, before he returned to Seliillo, he gave you an order to move
with your troops and select in the neighbourhood of La Encantada
or further down the stream towards Saltillo, 2 suitable place, and
there encamp. As this order was entirely discretionary as to the
precise locality for your proposed camp, you chose the plain between
La Angostura and the hacienda before alluded to as the best, be-
cause it was not only less exposed to the bleak winds which contin-
ually swept through the pass at La Encantada, and which at thet
season of the year would cause the troops much suffering, as we
were all in tents and fuel very scarce, but offered the additionsl
advantage of an abundant supply of pure water, and beeides
was just in rear of what you had selected as the strong point of
defence.

“That evening (the 28th) General Butler sent you an order te
retumn to La Encantada and encamp there. You wrote a note to
him, requesting, for reasons which you assigned, that he would
permit yoy to remain where you were, and sent it by Colonel Har
din. Captain Drum and myself accompanied Colonel Hardin, and
were present at the interview between General Butler and himself,
During the conversation that ensued after your note had been deli-
vered, Colonel Hardin, among other reasons which he gave why he
hoped your request might be complied with, urged.the fact that you
were near & point which you believed you could maintain in case
the enemy advanced upon you from the direction of San Luis Po-
tosi. General Batler said he would not revoke his order, and re-
marked that if the Mexican army came he had already chosen a
ground for battle, and even gone so far as to fix the points to be
occupied by the several corps. That ground was the broad plain
immediately in front of Saltillo, and I think he also said he had
already prepared roads for the artillery, leading from the city up on
toit. I have mentioned all these circumstances to show with what
anxiety and exertion you endeavoured to be permitted to occupy a
point within striking distance of the one you had selected as the best
for battle. On the 30th of December your whole command was
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their homes. The general commanding takes this occasion to ex-
press his deep regret at the departuré of those who have been so
long under his immediate command, and who have served, and
served so well, their country. Few can boast of longer marches,
greater hardships, and none of greater gallantry in the field of Buena
Vista. It was there that the general witnessed with infinite satis-
faction their valour, which gave an additional lustre to our arms, and
increased glory to our country. To their steadiness and firmness,
in connection with the 24 Kentucky Foot, in resisting the Mexicans
at a critical moment, and where there were fivé to one against
them — and, as General Santa‘Anna said, ¢ when blood flowed in
torrents, and the field of battle was strewed with the dead,’—we may
justly ascribe a large share of the glorious victory over more than
twenty thousand men.

“A great victory, it is true, but attained at too great a sacrifice ;
Hardin, Zabriskie, Woodward, McKee, Yell, Clay, and many others
fell leading their men to the charge. Their names and gallant deeds
will ever be remembered by a grateful people.

“In taking leave of these regiments, the general cannot omit to
express his admiration of the conduct and gallant bearing of all, and
especially of Colonels Bissell and Weatherford, and their officers,
who have, on all occasions, done honour to themselves, and heroic-
ally sustained the cause of their country on the field of Buena Vista.

“The wishes of the general will attend them to their homes,
where they will be received with joy and gladness as the pride of
their families and their state.”

On the 234 of June, the following reply was made by the officers
of these regiments :

« Brigadier-General Wool,—~The officers and soldiers of the 1st
regiment of Illinois volunteers, on the eve of ledving Mexico for their
homes, would do violence to their own feelings did they not tender
to their immediate commanding general a testimonial of their regard.

«Upon entering the service a year since, they were not prepared
to appreciate the importance of discipline and drill, and consequently
complained of them as onerous and unnecessary. Complaints were
loud and many. Their judgment convinced, their feelings have
undergone a change, and they now thank you for your untiring ex-
ertions to make them useful to their country and & credit to their
state.
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“ Whatever, sir, of service we may have done our common coun-
try, or whatever honour we may have done the state of Illindis, to
General John E. Wool is due the credit. You, sir, brought your
colamn into “the field, well provided for, and well disciplined, and
fought them well when you got them there ; and should our country
ever agnin need our services in the field, it would be our. proudest
wish to again meet the enemy under the immediate command of
one in whose energy, watchfulness and courage we, and the whole
army, have the most unlimited confidence.

« With the best wishes for your future fame and happiness, on
- the part of the regiment, we beg leave to subscribe ourselves yoar
friends.”

This paper was signed by W. Weatherford, colonel of the 1at -
Iinois volunteer regiment, by W. B. Waring, lieutenant-colonel,
and forty company and staff’ officers.

. From the batile of Buena Vista, up to the ‘last accounts fmm
General Wool’s command, we find that he has been stationed at
Buena Vista, awaiting reinforcements to enable him and General
Taylor to make a movement in the direction of San Luis Potosi,
passing through and taking possession of Encarnacion on the route,

16¢
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MAJOR RINGGOLD.

Mason Sanuxs Rivocorp was the eldest son of General Samuel
Ringgold, formerly United States’ senator from Maryland. His
mother was daughter of General Jolin Cadwalader, endeared to the
citizens of Philadelphia for his patriotic services in the revolution,
The major was born in the year 1800, at Front Park, near Hagers-
town, Washington county, Maryland. In 1814, he entered the
military academy at West Point, and after remaining there four
years, and performing its laborious requirements with promptness
and success, he graduated [1818] with distinction, at the head of
his class. But not satisfied with his proficiency in military matters,
he determined to visit the various professional schools of Europe,
£0 that nothing of a theoretical nature might be wanting to com-
plete his education. He entered the Polytechnique, and afterwards
the military institution at Woolwich, perfecting himself in the
science of artillery. Returning to his country, he laid before go-
vernment thesresult of his arduouns researches, pressing the import-
ance of an efficient organization of artillery to complete our military
establishment. Although neglected by the department, and dis-
countenanced by the public, yet such was his untiring perseverance,
that he was at length partially 3uccessful, and saw added to the
national army a branch of flying artillery, which, during the whole
of our war with Mexico, has proven the bulwark of success.

Ringgold first entered the army as lieutenant, and being recom-
mended by General Scott, he was received as aid-de-camp into that
officer’s staff. After improving rapidly in this capacity, he com-
menced service, as brevet licutenant of the Ist regiment. In July
1822, he was promoted as first lieutenant ; in which capacity he oc-
cupied Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, until the settlement of the

nullification difficulties in 1888, Next year he received the brevet
’ (174)
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borse, and came out through the left thigh. Men and officers cams
to his assistance, but be waved them away, exclaiming, “ Don’t stay
with me ; you have work to do— go ahead.”

He was immediately carried from the field under the direction of
Dr. Byme, who dressed his wounds. Although nearly all the an-
terior muscles were torn from each thigh, yet no bonea were broken-
nor any important artery divided. His pain was trifling, and up to
the time of his death, he conversed cheerfully with his attendanws
upon the incidents of the battle, He steadily grew worse, however,
until one o’clock on the morning of the 10th, when ba expired.
His burial took place on the following day.

Major Ringgold was formed by nature to be popular. No man
possessed more the affection and obedience of the soldiers, and no
one was ever move sinceroly lamented. Even those who had
lmown him only for a fow months, partook of the general sorrow ;
and when it was announced throughout the United States that
Ringgold had fallen, the shout of victory was dashed with a wail of
sympathy. In his native state especially was this feeling mani-
fested. At the Monument Square a meeting convened to hear the
detaibs of the struggles of the 8th and 9th. Colonel Davis was one
of the speakers; and when be announced that Ringgoid had been
killed, n deep silence settled over the dense mass, and every head
wes uncovered. The Baltimore county court adjourned on learn-
ing the melancholy event. On that occasion the honourable Judge
Le Grande roade the following remarks :

% In the motion of the attorney-general the court recognises a be-
coming appreciation of the sad feeling which the announcement of
the death of our brave townsman has inspired in the bosoms of our
entire community. It is Htting that the court and indeed every
branch of the government should exhibit the sincerest evidences of
she affliction which all have sustained in the death of one who sur-
readered his life in the defence of his country. Custom has pre-
scribed, amongst its usual cold ceremonials, the expression of grief
at the final departure of any distinguished citizen ; but when tke
resolute and noble defender of . the honour of the country and the
integrity of its suil is swallowed up in the jaws of death, whilst in
the act of adding by his daring intrepidity another brilliant page to
its history, the patriotic heart properly-demands, and will have the
uribute which the just and the grateful_ever promptly pay-to the
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service. Major Ringgold’s constitution was much impaired by his
long campaign in Florida ; but passionately attached to the profes-
sion of arms, he still remained in the army, and died a martyr to his
country.

« His death has stricken thousands of hearts that gush under the
blow with feelings which no ordinary public calamity could have
excited. Ho was generally known and appreciated in this city as
the Bayard of the age—the star of the war; and his career was
watched with anxious eyes and hearts. That it would be glorious
no one doubted ; but who thought that an orb so bright would sink
so early? The soul of chivalry and honour, accomplished as a sol-
dier, lofty as a patriot, beloved as a man, it demands an agonizing
struggle to reconcile us to such a sacrifice. And yet it is a noble
one. In the flash of his fame he has died as he lived —for his
country. The offering was doubtless a glad one. He desired no
better fate than such a death; he could leave no richer inheritance
than such an example. While we feel as if destiny had robbed the
future of the fame which such a nature must have won, we dare
not repine that his career has been closed in its moming with this
sunburst of glory. His memory will be gratefully cherished so long
as honour has a victory, freedom a hero, or his country a name.”









CAPTAIN WALKER.

Samver Hamiron Warker was born about the year 1816, in
Prince George county, Maryland. His brothers and other relatives
now reside in Washington city. During the Seminole Indian war
he enlisted in the United States’ service as a private, and was one
of Colonel Harney’s picked men to penetrate the everglades of

“Florida, where foot-prints of the white man were siever before seen,

In that hazardous expedition, which effectually put an end to the
Florida war, by conquering the Indians around their own council
fires, young Walker greatly distinguished himself. He was a
favourite of the daring Harney, whose quick perception never failed
to select the most energetic and bold.

At the close of the Seminole war, Walker went to Texas and
joined Colonel Hays’ company of rangers. In the summer of 1844
he was one of the fifteen of Hays’ men, armed with revolving pis-
tols, who attacked eighty Camanche Indians, and defeated them,
leaving thirty-three dead Indians upon the field ; and, from the num-
ber of dead and dying carried off; it was believed that more than
half of the Camanche force was slain by these fifteen rangers. In
this fierce battle Walker was pierced through the body by the spear
of an Indian, the spear pinning him to the ground! He was left
in that condition by his companions, who supposed he was dead.
After the battle, he was found with the spear still sticking through
him, though he had succeeded in getting it out of the ground. His
companions relieved him from it, and found it had not touched a
vital part. He recovered.

Walker was also one of Colonel Fisher’s three hundred men who
marched against two thousand Mexicans stationed at Mier, and was
captured by the Mexicans previous to that battle, as he was muking
an excarsion among them. After the defeat of the Mier expedition, he

(179)
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was marched, with other prisoners, to the castle of Perote. These
prisoners received the inhuman treatment which no other people on
earth, save Mexicans and cannibals, inflict upon those within their
power. At Salado, the Texans resolved to make their escape.
Walker was foremost. It'was arranged that he should seize and
disarm one of the guard, and that Cameron, a Scotchman, should
serve the other in the same way. At the signal, the guards were
disarmed in a moment, and the Texans, two hundred and fourteen
in number, rushed into the outer court, where one hundred and fitty
Mexican infantry were guarding a quantity of arms and ammuni-
tion. The Texans soon had command of this point, and armed
themselves. Whilst doing so, three hundred Mexicans, cavalry and
infantry, formed outside of the gates. The Texans rushed upon
these, and defeated them, killing ten of their number, and losing
five. The company then escaped, but finally became lost in the.
mountains, and suffered greatly from hunger. As Walker expressed
it to a friend, after his return, their eyes became so sunken, from
hunger and fatigue, that they appeared like augur-holes in the head.

In this condition they were re-captured by the Mexicans and
taken back to Salado. Here the blood-thirsty Santa Anna demanded
the life of every tenth man, and the company was marched out to
draw the black beans—one black bean for every tenth man being
placed in the bowl, and all who drew them were shot. Young Torrey
was one of these unfortunates, and was killed on the spot. Those
who drew the white beans were subjected to intense sufferings.
Walker, with eight others, however, finally escaped from Mexico,
and returned to Texas. He then joined the Texas revenue service,
where he exhibited his usual efficiency.

When General Taylor marched into Texas with his army of ob-
servation, and matters were wearing a hostile appearance, Walker,
at the head of a company of Texas rangers, armed with Colt’s
patent repeaters, offered his services to the United States, was ac-
cepted, and aided in defending Poiot Isabel. He was stationed be-
tween that place and General Taylor’s advance camp, with instruc-
tions to keep the communication open, if possible. This service
was perilous: but Walker's bravery and rapid movements over-
came all obstacles. On the 28th of April, 1846, he ascertained that
quite a large body of Mexicans intended to surround General Tay-
lor’s camp, and he at once set out with seventy-five men, to commu-
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‘Walker and bis little band performed arduous and trying duty in
the batles of the Sth and 9th of May. He was by turns in every
part of the field, and followed May in the headlong charge upon the
baxteries at Resaca de la Palma. The best evidence of his efficiency
is given by General Taylor himself. “I would mention the ser-
vices of Captain Walker, of the Texas rangers, who was in both
affairs, with his company, and who has performed very meritorious
services as & spy and partisan.”” It is rarely that a young man of
so short a term of service is mentioned in so flattering a manner.

Without sclicitation, government rewarded his services and sig-
nal bravery by a captain’s commission in the new regiment of
United States’ mounted rifles. Thus promoted, he repaired o Mary-
land, and soon rallied around him, principally from Maryland and
Kentucky, two bundred and fity volunteer rangers, whose services
were accepted by the government. With this company he went to
Vera Cruz, and was employed to keep the guerillas at bay, and
open communication. The bold feats of himself and his confident
followers struck terror into the prowling guerillas, and this class of
highway robbers, always well armed and well mounted, were sure
to leave a clear path when “ Walker and his rangers” were on the
track. ’

One of the most brilliant actions of Captain Walker was his batle
at the pass of La Hoya on the 20th of September, 1847. A full
description of it is given in his official report to Colonel Wynkoop,
dated from the castle of Perote.

“ When ordered forward by you at 8 o’clock, on the moming of
the 20th, I understood from you that you had an advance picket
about two hundred yards. In this I was disappointed; I had not
advanced more than one hundred yards before I was hailed by the
enemy, who appeared about forty in number. I could not return or
delay a moment to reconnoitre, as I intended, without subjecting
my command and yours also to a raking fire; and I immediggely
ordered the charge.

“The enemy were completely routed, and fired in such confusion
and haste that no man was wounded ; but, unfortunately, we found
a curve in the road, which we supposed to be straight, and a num-
ber of us were unhorsed by the falling of our horses over a fence,
which was not seen until we were upon it. In this affair I lost
seven public horses, which probably fell into the hands of the
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men, and the deadly crack of their rifles, soon convinced them that
it was better to retire. There could not have been less than three
hundred Mexicans in the engagement, besides about three hundred
more who were close by to support them, and might very properly
be included in the number of the atiacking party. I suppoee their
loss in this affair, as nearly as I could judge, was at least forty killed
and wounded. My whole number of men was fifty-one, which in-
cludes several who were injured by the fall of their horses in the
charge the night previous.

«The action was warmly contested, and lasted about thirty
minutes. I had one horse killed, and one man, private Huguenin,
who volunteered his services—belonging to compeny E, rifle regi-
ment, having been leR sick in hospital —slightly wounded. My
officers and men behaved with great gallantry, and such daring
bravery, that it was with reluctance that many of them seemed to
obey my orders to take cover behind the rocks, from the shower of
oullets which for some time filled the air above their heads.

« Where all behaved so nobly, it is difficult to make distinctions.
Among the many, however, who have gained my esteem for their
good conduct, I cannot omit to mention the names of Sergeant
Thomas Sloan, of England ; Edward Harris, of Virginia; both of
whom were wounded in former engagements ; also Sergeant Henry
Haugh, of Maryland ; Corporal Thomas Gosling, of Maryland, who
was also wounded at Cerro Gordo, is entitled to the distinction of
being called the bravest of the brave ; also, Corporals Jos. E. Mer-
riken, of Maryland, Samuel Hescock, of Maine, and Besson Con-
stant, of France; also, privates Thomas H. Tilghman, of Mary-
land, Jas. M. De, Baupe, of Maryland, Isaac P. Darlington, of
Maryland, Thaddeus 8. Bell, of Virginia, William Glanding, of
Maryland, Francis G. F. Waltemeyer, of Maryland, and also
Richard M. Bradford, of Baltimore, Maryland, who was always
among the foremost, and the last to retire from pursuit of the enemy.

«All of these I recommend to the favourable consideration of the
commander-in-chief of the American forces and to the war depart-
ment, and request that they may be rewarded for their gallantry.
Many of them are gentlemen of education, and worthy of commis-
sions in the service of the United States, and I cannot too strongly
recommend them for promotion to higher stations. And I must

also take occasion to regret that sickness should have prevented so
¥
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many of my most gallant spirits from participating with me in this

“1 must not omit to mentiod that Lieutenant Charles L. Denman
—who was by my side, and behaved gallantly in the charges, was
in the engagement and behaved well, and continued in pursuit of
the enemy to the last point — deserves much credit for his perse-
verance, energy and bravery. Although on the sick report, and
suffering severely for some weeks past, he would not remain behind.
Lieutenant Thomas Claiborne took a rifle, and used it with consi-
derable effect upon the enemy.

* «Surgeon John T. Lamar, of Georgia, also deserves my thanks
for volunteering his professional services, and remaining with us
during the pursuit. I must also mention Lieutenant A. H. Goff,
of the 1st Pennsylvania volunteers, who was with us, and took the
pews of our engagement to you."”

The following description of the battle of Huamantla, in which
Captain Walker was killed, will be read with the greatest interest.
It is fuller and more circumstantial than any which has yet ap-
peared.

“On the evening of October 8, the train halted at a hacienda two
and a half leagues from Nopaluca. General Lane sent out a spy
to the town of Huamantla that night, having received information
that General Santa Anna had gone thither during the day before.
The next morning he returned, and reported that the cavalry of the
enemy had left the town, leaving behind six pieces of artillery.
Orders were immediately issued for the cavalry under Captain
Walker, Colonel Gorman’s regiment, Major Lally’s battalion, Colo-
nel Wynkoop’s regiment, Captain Taylor'’s battery, and Captain
Heitzelman’s battalion to be in readiness to march for the town,
Jeaving the train with about eleven hundred men and two pieces of
artillery, under the command of Colonel Brough.

“At eleven o’clock the whole moved off in fine style. The cavalry
were ordered to keep some distance in the advance. We had gone
about two miles when Captain Walker determined to push on at a
gallop and surprise the enemy. For five miles the cavalry moved
ata very rapid pace until we reached the outskirts of the town, when
Captain Walker gave orders to form fours and close up. He then
entered a very narrow lane, both sides of which were lined with
tlluk maguey, o narrow in many places that the sets of fours had .

e 16° ,
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to be broken, and the column moved by twos. Obn we went at a
trot, until the lane opened into the main street leading to the plaza,
when, in column of four, the order was given to draw sabres and
charge. Then rose a wild yell, and such a charge! The flashing
of the sabres, the thundering of the horses’ feet over the paved
streets, were enough to strike terror into the hearts of the enemy.
Two of their cannon were pointed up the street, another pointed
down a cross street, and the fuse was burning in it. The terrified
artillerymen moved merely to the sides of the houses, at whom our
men made their thrusts and right and left cuts, killing many in this
manner. 'The cavalry rushed over their cannon; the lancers (how
many we did not know, but supposed there were three or four hun-
dred,) fled, and our men separated into small parties, pursuing them
beyond the town, on the outskirts of which a good many were killed.
Captain Walker went beyond the town for the purpose of overtaking
the artillery which had left the place. Captain Lewis went in an-
other direction for the same purpose. Captain Besan¢on was ordered
to follow the road to see if the artillery could be overtaken. In the
mean time, most of our men having gone in pursuit, Captain Loyall
with a few men, assisted by Adjutant Claiborne, secured some fifty
or sixty prisoners at their quarters, together with their arms, &e.
Lieutenant Claiborne then proceeded to secure and bring up to the
plaza the cannon (three pieces,) we had cuptured. Captain Walker
returned about this time, and going to the plaza was collecting our
men. Lieutenant Anderson, of the Georgia volunteers, pursued
and captured Major Iturbide and Colonel La Vega, (a brother of the
general’s,) and a lieutenant ; these he delivered to Captain Walker.
Lieutenant Claiborne, assisted by Corporal Hescock and private
Myers, and oneortwo others, limbered up the six-pounder and brought
it to the plaza; leaving it limbered up and the mules standing in it,
and returning to get the four-pounder, the lieutenant was in the act
of bringing it up, when he was forced to leave it by the appearance
of all Santa Anna’s cavalry, two thousand five hundred strong.
Corporal Tilghman, of company C, (rifles,) brought up a small
howitzer. Private Dusenbery, of company C, took a lieutenant of
artillery prisoner, and turned him over to Surgeon Reynolds. By
this time a good many of our men had returned, and were in the
plaza in scattered groups, when the lancers charged them suddenly
and unexpectedly. Our men received them with great bravery, and

3
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«Killed, Corporal Merriken, Privates Huguenin and Tarbox.
Wounded, Corporal Glanding, (since died;) Meachem, (Soverely ;)
* Raborg, (lost a leg;) Welch, Wayne, McGill, Bcott, and Myers,
slightly. Missing, Sergeant Goslin ; Privates Dement, Darlington,
Collins, McCleary, and Richards, of company C, rifles. Captain
Lewis’s company, Private Murry, wounded. Captain Loyall’s
company, killed, Private Richardson; slightly wounded, anam
Fornely and Milton.

“The enemy lost over one hundred men, two pieces of qmllery,
and large quantities of ammunition, Moet of the prisoners escaped
doring the charge.

4 The command behaved in the most gallant manner, and received
the highest praises from the commanding general. The whole force
under General Lane returned to camp that night.”

When the news of Walker’s death reached the United States,
it created the deepest sensations of sorrow. The chivalric exploits
of the gallant ranger, during the hours of gloom and anxiety on the
Rio Grande, united with a remembrance of his former sufferings,
bad endeared his name to all. The press especially was eloquent
in its contribution of respect. Among other notices were the follow-
lng J—

«Jt would be in vain for me,” says the New Orleans correspondent
of the Baltimore Sun, “to attempt to describe the state of public

deeling here this morning, on reading the above brief but deeply
interesting information in the caption of the news by your special
express from Mexico. The brave and patriotic Walker was our
fellow-citizen ; we have known him from his youth up; he was an
independent mechanic, who laid aside the implements of his trade,
and cheerfully volunteered his services in the hardest, roughest kind
of warfare. He encountered peril from which escape was almost’
miraculous, and fought his way, through desperate risks, to promo-
tion and distinguished honour.

«] now assume a responsibility hitherto prohibited. Captain
Walker enjoyed the confidence of Major-General Scott in an eminent
degree. He was opposed to formidable display in taking possession
of defenceless towns or villages, or of intimidating unprotected wo-
men and children. So far from being censured for sacking a certain
village, and allowing the perpetration of outrages, the ¢ head and
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ness and vigour of the American character which have ever been
recorded—the Texan expedition against Mier—Samuel H. Walker,
though but a beardless youth, was one of the leading spirits, ever
foremost in the combat, and the last to yield. Endowed with great
activity and .skill in the ‘use of arms, whether the deadly rifle, the
sure revolver, or the irresistible bowie-knife ; capable of great en-
durance against all the dangers, suflerings and trials of the battle,
of captivity, chains, want and starvation, he was a terror to the
Mexicans.

% These qualities enabled him to pass safely through the unpa-
ralleled fight of Mier, where two hundred Texans kept at bay Am-
pudia and a large and complete Mexican army of two thousand;
slaying five or six hundred, and only surrendering on honourable
terms, which were basely violated by the brutal Ampudia; to bear
up under the horrible oppression and cruelty of the Mexicans whilst
a prisoner; to sustain the sgverest visitations of hunger, thirst and
destitution in the desert valley of Salado; and, finally, to break
through the walls and iron bars of that famous Mexican bastile, the
castle of Perote.

« By a strange coincidence, he has now fallen in the neighbour-
hood of the caste, where he once pined in captivity, but not in his
former unhappy condition, as one of a few ragged, dispirited, half-
starved prisoners, jeered at by the dastard Mexicans; but he fell in
glorious battle, heading the charge of the resistless rangers, and in
the arms of victory. Captain Walker was one of the best spies or
rangers on this continent. We have heard Colonel Hays and Major
McCulloch say that if they required a man to go into the enemy’s
camp, or approach his lines, and pry out his desigus, or perform
any other act requiring great danger, coolness and sagucity, they
would select Walker in preference to any other man living.

« Just previous to the attack of the Texans on Mier, Captain
Walker entered the town, mixed with the people, ascertained the
condition of things, reported to his commander, and subscquently
guided the Texans through the strects of Mier. He was then a
youth of about twenty years.

« We have now before us a letter from a gallant young officer
stationed at Perote castle, dated August last, in which occurs the
following allusion to Walker, with which we conclude this notice :

“sWho, I ask, has not seen or heard of the gallant Walke
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lected by the different journals, especially those which relate to the
ranger’s death. The following are a few of the moet interesting :—

“1 heard a touching anecdote of Colonel Wynkoop and Captain
Walker yesterday, which I fear I cannot give as I received it. It is
koown, probably, in the United States, that difficulties had existed
botween these gentlemen, which their mutual friends bave always
regretted. They had, I believe, preferred charges against each
other, but when Colonel Wynkoop heard that Captain Walker was
seriously wounded, and not likely to live, he sent a stafl’ officer at
once to beg an interview with the dying chief. Becoming impa-
tient before the return of his messenger, the colonel hastened to
where the captain lay and found him dead. The shock to him was
overwhelming, and he could scarcely utter a word. In a few mo-
ments, however, he said, with much emotion, ‘I would give six
years of my life for one word with that man !’ —and turned from
the corps to ask of General Lane the command of Walker’s troop,
that he might dash upon the retreating enemy and avenge the death
of the gallant trooper! The General refused this request, as
‘Walker’s men had been greatly reduced, and those not killed were
much exhausted ; and Colonel Wynkoop returned to his command
with a heavy heart.”

At the time that the gallant Walker was attacked by the Mexi-
can reinforcements, one of his men was despatched to watch the
approach of the column of infantry, and by signals to hasten its
movements. He ascended the steeple of an immense church, and
at a distance of some two hundred feet from the earth, got out upon
a platform, about thirty inches in width, which ran around the
steeple. Missing his footing, he fell upon the platform and dislo-

. cated his thigh,—narrowly escaping a fall to the earth. After the
battle was over, the poor fellow’s cries attracted attention, and some
of his comrades ascended to assist him down again, He was, how-
ever, found to be so badly injured, and suffering such intense pain,
that it was impossible to remove him, until the dislocated bone should
be replaced. Surgeon Reynolds ascended for that purpose. In his
first effort, his bold upon the limb slipped, and losing his own
balance, he was very near being thrown to the ground. He was,
however, fortunate enough to grasp a fixture of the steeple, by
which he recovered his position, and upon that narrow platform,
with the aid of one or two men, he replaced the bone in its socket
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CAPTAIN M’CULLOCH.

Carran Benyaxin McCurroca was born in Rutherford county,
Tennessee, about the year 1814. His father was aid-de-camp to
General Coffee, and served under General Jackson in the Creek
war. He fought under the latter officer at Talladega, Tallabassee,
and the Horse-Shoe Bend, where he exhibited that reckless daring,
which often proves so efficient against savages, and which has since
rendered his son so famous. Young McCulloch was early placed
at school, where he remained until his fourteenth year, at which
time his father removed to the western part of the state, and settled
in Dyer county. This neighbourhood was then a wilderness,
covered with swamps and dense forests, and infested by wild ani-
mals. Bears were so abundant as 10 form the principal meat of the
scttlers; and the hunting of them was an essential part of youthful
“education. McCulloch soon signalized himself in this dangerous
occupation, and became renowned throughout the settlement as a
most successful hunter.

A youth spent in this manner could not fail to engraft a love of
enterprize and roving adventure into the bosom of the young Ten-
nesseean. Accordingly, having reached the age of twenty-one, he
set out for St. Louis, in order lo join a trapper company destined
for the Rocky Mountains. Much to his disappointment, he arrived
at that city afier the expedition had started. He then applied for
admission into a company of Santa Fé traders, but here he was also
unsuccessful, as their number was complete.

Disappointed in his ardent expectations, McCulloch seems to have
given up his intentions at roving for awhile, as we hear little of him
‘until the war between Texas and Mexico. This at once roused his
daring spirit. The deep fecling excited throughout the United
States by this event is well known. The barbarity of the Mexicans,
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198 CAPTAIN M'CULLOCH. °
in Gonzales county, and beeame nseful in surveying and appostion-
ing land.

Like many of the Texans who had suffered during the revolution,
McCulloch immediately joined the standard of the United Biates,
at the opening of the war with Mexico, and hurried forward to meet
his old enemies. He was not able to orgenize his company of
mounted “ Texas Rangers” until afier the capture of Matamoras,
and of course missed the battles on the Rio Grande.

Reid thus describes the camp and appearance of this celebrated
ranger: “Captain MeCulloch is a man of rather delicate frame,
of about five fegt ten inches in height, with light hair and coms
plexion. His features are regular and pleasing, though, from long
exposurs on the frontier, they have a westher-beaten cast. His
quick and bright blue eye, with & mouth of thin compressed lips,
indicate the cool, calculating, as well as the brave and daring energy
oftheman, ®* ® ® ® » & ® ¢

4 The first of July was a clear beautiful day. We had had very
heavy rains for the last week,and to see a bright day once more
was a great relief to us all. In the moming we rode up to Fart
Paredes, which was now garrisoned by our troops, and crossed the
river; then taking a winding path along the banks of the opposite
shore, through corn-fields, we arrived at last at the camp of the
Rangers. Here was a scene worthy of the pencil. Men in groupes,
with long beards and mustachios, dressed in every variety of garment,
with one exception, the slouched hat, the unmistakeable uniform of
a Texas Ranger, and a belt of pistols around their waists, were occu-
pied drying their blankets, cleaning and fixing their guns, and some
employed cooking at different fires, while others were grooming
their horses. A rougher-looking set we never saw. They were
without tents, and a miserable shed afforded them the only shelter.
Captain McCulloch introduced us to his officers and many of his
men, who appeared an orderly and well-mannered people. But
from their rough exterior it-was hard to tell who or what they were.
Notwithstanding their ferocious and outlaw look, there were among
them doctors and lawyers and many a college graduate. While
standing in the midst of & group, talking to the captain, a young
fellow came into camp with a rifle on his shoulder, and a couple of
ducks in his band, and sAddreesing the captain, said, *Ben, if you
havn't bad dinner, yot = with me, for I know none of

\
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volunteers. The head-quarters will march with the first division.
Captain Gillespie, with balf of his company, will report to Major-
General Butler ; the other half, under the first lieutenant, to Brigs-
dier-General Worth. These detachments will be employed for out-
posts and videttes, and as expresses between the column and head-
quarters.

«The subsistence supplies will be divided between the three co-
lumns; the senior commissary of each division receipting for the
stores, and being charged with their care and management. The
senior commissaries of divisions will report to Captain Waggaman
for this duty.

«“Each division will be followed immediately by its baggage
train, with a strong rear-guard. The ordnance train under Captain
Ramsay, will march with the second division, between its baggage
and supply train, and will come under the protection of the guard
of that division. The medical supplies will in like manner march
with the first division.

“The troops will take eight days’ rations, and forty rounds of
ammunition. All surplus arms and accoutrements, resulting from
casualties on the road, will be deposited with Lieutenant Stewart,
left in charge of the depdt at this place, who will give certificates
of deposite to the company commanders.

“'The wagons appropriated for transportation of water will not
be required, and will be turned over to the quartermaster’s depart-
ment, for general purposes.

“Two companies of the Mississippi regiment will be designated .
for the garrison of this place. All sick and disabled men, unfit for
the march, will be left behind under charge of a medical officer, to
be selected for this duty by the medical director.”

In obedience to these orders, the advance marched for Marin early
on the 12th. It was composed of McCulloch’s rangers, Captain
Graham’s dragoons, and a small body of pioneers and engineers.
On the 14th, the rangers encountered a body of two hundred
mounted Mexicans, whom they defcated, driving them in hot haste
through the little town of Ramos. On the following day McCul-
loch entered Marin. The entrance is thus described by Mr.
Kendall :—

« On reaching the hill overlooking the town, eight hundred or a
thousand yards distant, we came in plain sight of a large body of
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beaten ~—severely beaten —after we bad appeared in the night, by
some of Torrejon’s officers, to induce him to leave ; but, regardles
of blows, he had determined tp stick by his premises and propeny.
All the inhabitants had been shamefully abused, their propesty
taken from them, and they were then driven into the chappenl;
and we were told that in an hour’s time more, had our company wat
appeared in sight, they would have set fire to the place.

« Such is the policy which has been adopted, and such the cous
pursued by Torrejon, at every rancho and town since the enemy
left Serralva. To drive off the inhabitants and destroy all the sap-
plies on the road, is the game they are now playing, certainly do-
termining to harass General Taylor, if they do not intend to fight
him. The Mexicans all along on the road spoke confidently that
General Taylor would meet with stout resistance at this place ; bat
the force we met only amounted to some eight hundred or a thou-
sand cavalry, and they started off without firing a gun.”

McCulloch’s company formed part of the regiment of Texas
rangers, commanded by Colonel Hays, which marched with Genenl
Worth [September 20th] to assist in storming the Bishop’s Palace.
The following was the order of the general’s march : — The first
brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Staniford, consisted of
Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan’s battery of horse artillery ; Lieutenant-
Colonel Childs’ artillery battalion, composed of the following com-
panies :—Company K, of the 2d regiment ; companies A and B,
of the 8d regiment ; and companies G, H and I, of the 4th regiment,
acting as infantry ; and the 8th regiment of infantry under Captain
Scrivner. The 2d brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General P. F.
Smith, was composed of Lieutenant Mackall’s battery of horse artil-
lery ; the 5th infantry, to which was attached Captain Blanchard’s
company of Louisiana volunteers, under Major Martin Scott; and
the 7th infantry, under Captain Miles. Added to these, as we have
mentioned, were the Texas rangers.  ~

In all the operations of General Worth’s division, McCalloch
distinguished himself in a remarkable manner. When the troops
left the main camp, (noon of the 20th,) his rangers, with Gillespie's,
formed the reconnoitring party. While passing a ridge on the follow-
ing day, the enemy opencd upon them with a howitzer and twelve-
pounder, firing shell and round-shot as fast as they could discharge
their pieces. This continued until they arrived at the base of a hill
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ing the entire cavallada, with the exception of Major McCoulloch's
horee, and that of the brave Captain Cheshire. These gentlemea
mounted at once and put off in pursuit. On coming up with them,
McCulloch received a flight of arrows, one of which wounded kis
horse, and caused him to dismount. He and one of the Indisns
then commenced maneuvring for advantages. MecCulloch conld
not bring his five-shooter to bear. Mean time the other Indies,
armed With a rifle, was creeping round, trying to level it upoa
McCulloch ; but the major was too cunning to be caught, even ina
double-handed game. By this time Cheshire came up, whea *
McCulloch proposed a charge. Cheshire, however, thinking. it
more prudent to try his rifle, fired, but it did not tell.

“The manccuvring continued —it was a sort of running ﬁgh.
McCulloch charged up, close enough to let loose his repeater; two
shots did no execution ; at the third it broke, and the Indian escaped. ,
Cheshire now fired and wounded his man; the Indians retrestsd,
leaving the horses. The Texans drove them back in triumph to
the camp. In the interim the foof company were in the utrasst
suspense, watching the prairie to catch a glimpse of their returmng
comrades ; and when they at last hove in sight, with the horves safe
and sound, the air was rent with huzzas. Never was there a more
joyful crowd, for never did a set of gentlemen come nearer footing
it into white settlements.”

On his return to Monterey, McCulloch was employed by General
Taylor to obtain information of the strength and movements of Santa
Anna, who was reported to be moving toward him. He set out
[February 16th] with about twenty men; at about an hour before
midnight he encountered a small detachment of Mexican cavalry, ex-
tending across the road. The rangers mistook it for chapparal, but
were soon undeceived by a full volley of musketry. Although
ignorant of the enemy’s force, McCulloch ordered a charge, which
was vigorously executed, breaking the Mexican ranks, and driving
them toward Encarnacion. The rangers escaped without loss.

On the 20th, the major again set out with but four men, on a
similar expedition. As he approached the foe, he sent all his men
except one back to General Taylor, to report his observations. In
this perilous situation, he was met by the enemy’s picket guard,
who immediately gave chase. Instead of retreating, McCulloch
and his companion (William Phillips) galloped directly toward the
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Mexican camp, thus completely deceiving the picket, who imagined
them their own men on duty. They then rode leisurely to a neigh-
bouring hill, where they concealed themselves and passed the night.
Next day they commenced their retreat, but in passing between
two roads, were greeted with the sight of a picket of twenty men
placed upon each of them. No course was now left but to assume
the appearance of Mexican scouts ; and accordingly, without quick-
ening their pace, they passed between the two parties, and proceeded
toward Agua Nueva. Luckily the Mexicans were excessively
fatigued, and having passed the night without fire, they were now
industriously warming themselves. Considering the two strangers
as their own scouts, they neglected to ride after them, and thus
McCulloch escaped. But he was not yet out of danger. “After pro-
ceeding about eight miles he mounted a hill, where to his mortifi-
cation he beheld another picket, guarding the only pass to the road.
After remaining some time in hope of their being relieved by a
fresh guard, he ventured into the plain, and though the pass was
extremely narrow, he rode through it without being observed. The
two friends then galloped on to Agua Nueva, and reported to Gene-

ral Taylor. .
In the battle of Buena Vista, McCulloch behaved with his accus-

tomed bravery. «Major McCulloch,” says General Taylor, “ quar-
termaster in the volunteer service, rendered important services be-
fore the engagement, in the command of a spy company, and during
the affair was associated with the regular cavalry.”

The disbandment of the major’s command took place about this
time, after which most of the Texans returned home.

18



COLONEL HAYS.

Jonn Corree Havs is a native of Tennessee. He was bom
about the year 1818, in Wilson county, and named afier Genenl
Coffce of the United States’ Army. Even in childhood he appes
to have been of a daring disposition, although little of any interest
is known of him until the commencement of the Tezan revolution.
He manifested a lively interest in that stmggle, and determiningto
be near the scene of warfare, emigrated in 1887 to S8an Antonio-
Here he had several severe skirmishes with the Indians, and was
engaged as surveyor on the frontier. In those times of peril, whea
Texas needed the assistance of every soldier, Hays could not loag
remain unnoticed. He was first created captain of a- scouting
party, and soon after superintendent of the entire border, with the
rank of major. Desperate, and sometimes personal encoungers
with the Indians, soon spread his reputation, and before the com-
mencement of our war with Mexico, he was regarded by the sa-
vages as superior to common men—ihe bearer of a charmed life.

He was appointed colonel of the Texan mounted rifles, and
reached the Rio Grande a short time after the battles of the Sth and
Oth of May. Particular incidents of his command are given in the
sketch of McCulloch.

General Worth, in his official despatch of Monterey, speaks thus
of him: “It is my pleasant and grateful duty to present to the con-
sideration of the general-in-chief, and through him to the govern-
ment, the distinguished conduct of Brigadier-General Smith, and
Colonel Hays, of the Texas riflemen.”

An order from the same general, [dated\&ionterey, September
281h,] has the following paragraph :—

“'The general feels assured, that every individual in the command
unites with him in 1 of the distinguished gallantry and
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« It was some Ume in the month of July, 1844, that he was en-
gaged in one of the most remarkable Indian fights perhaps on re-
cord. Remarkable, not for the numbers engaged, nor the duration
of the conflict, but from the fearful odds against the Rangers. At
the time we speak of, Hays was surrounded by as gallant a litte
band of noble and brave men, numbering only fourteen, as ever
fought for the liberty of any land. Among this Spartan band were
the names of a Gillespie, a Walker, and a Chevalier, whose nobls
deeds have since made them known to the world. On this occa- |
sion, Hays had gone out with his men some eighty miles from Ban
Antonio, towards the river Pierdenales, for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the position of the Indians, and to watch their movements. On
arriving near the river, they discovered some ten or fifteen Comanche
warriors, well moanted, who immediately made demonstrations of
fight. As the Rangers advanced upon them, however, they would
retreat, and thus endeavoured to lead the Texians towards a ridge
of thick undergrowth. But Hays was too well acquainted with the
Indian character to be caught by their snares; and he immediately
judged by their manccuvring, that an ambuscade had been laid for
him, and with difficulty restrained the impetuosity of his ¢boys’
from advancing to the attack. He then marched around the copse,
where he supposed the Indians to be concealed, and drew up on
another ridge, separated from their position by a deep ravine. He
had occupied this situation but a short time, when the Indians dis-
covered who he was, and knowing their man, gave up the hope of
catching him by stratagem. The Indians then showed themselves
to the number of seventy-five, and challenged him to the contest.
Hays accepted the challenge, and significd Jo them that he would
meet them, and immediately started down the hill with his men,
towards the Indians, moving at the same time in the slowest possible
pace, until reaching the bottom of the ravine, where he was hid
from the view of the Indians, by the brow of the hill upon which
they were formed. Then turning at full speed down the ravine,
followed by his little troop, he turned the point of the ridge, came
up 11 the rear of the enemy, and charged their column, whean every
eye of the Indian phalanx was looking in momentary expectation
of seeing him rise the hill in their front! His first fire upon them
was with short rifles, which being deadly, threw them into utter
confusion. The yells, inprecations, and war-whoops that filled the
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air after the report of the rifles, would have blanched many a check
as it echoed wildly over the plain. But there stood Hays and his
gallaot men as firm and undaunted as the rock. The Indians sceing
their great superiority in numbers, soon rallied, when the Ranger
ordered his men to throw down their rifles, and prepare with their
five-shooters to receive the charge of the enemy. In order to resist
attack on all sides, as the Indians were surrounding them, Hays
formed his men in a circle, fronting outwards, being still mounted
on their horses, and for fifieen or twenty minutes maintained that
Pposition, never firing a shot until the Indians came within the length
of their lances of them. Their aim was sure, and every fire brought
down a warrior. Some twenty-one of the rcd men were killed on
that spot, before they desisted, and then the Rangers, changing their
ground, charged them in turn. The fight lasted for nearly an hour,
the two parties alternately charging each other. By this time the
Texians had exbausted the loads in their five-shopting pistols, and
the chief was again rallying his warriors for one more desperate
struggle.

« Hays's numbers were now reduced, and the crisis was an awful
one. He saw that their only salvation was to kill the Indian chief,
and demanded of his men, if any one had a charge left. The la-
mented Captain Gillespie replied that he had reserved his rifle.

«¢Dismount then,’ said Hays, ‘and make sure work of that
chiel)’

« Although speared through the body, the gallant Gillespie dis-
mounted, and at the crack of his rifle, the chief fell headlong from
his horse. Panic-struck, the Indians fled in dismay. pursued by the
Texians, who gained 2 complete victory. On the battle-field of
Pierdenales lay some thirty odd of their dead; how many were
wounded was not known. On the part of the Rangers, two were
killed, and some four or five wounded, among whom were Gilles-
pie and Walker, since celcbrated in American history, who were
both speared through the body.

« At another time, Hays went out with a party of some fifteen
or twenty men, upon the frontier of Texas, then many miles west
of the white settlements, for the purpose of surveying and locating
lands in the vicinity of a place well known as the ¢ Enchanted
Rock.” We are unable to give to the rcader the traditionary cause

18
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why this place wes so named, but nevertheloss, the Indians hada
great awe, amounting almost to reverence for i, and would tll
many legendary tales connected with it, and the fate of a fow bran
warriors, the last of a tribe now extinet, who defended themecives
-there for many years as in a stroug castle, ageinst the attacks o
their hostile brethren. - But they were finally overcome and totally
annihilated, and ever since, the * Enchanted Rock® has boen looked
upon as the exclusive property of these phantom warriors. This is
one of the many tales which the Indians tell coboerning it. The
rock forms the apex of a high, round hill, very rugged and difficut
of ascent. In the centre there is a hollow, in the shape of a-bowl,
and sufficiently large to allow a small party of men to lie in it, thes
forming a small fort, the projecting aud elevated sides serving'ssa
protection. .

«Not far from the base of this hill, Hays and his men, ut the tims
of the expedition spoken of, which occurred in the year 1841, o
*42, were attacked by a large force of Indians. When the fight
commenced, Hays being some distance from his party, was cut off
from them, and being closely pressed by the Indians, made good his
retreat to the top of the hill. Reaching the ¢ Enchanted Rock,’ he
there entrenched himself, and determined to sell his life dearly, for
he had scarcely a gleam of hope lefi to escape. The Indians who
were in pursuit, upon arriving near the summit, set up a mbost
hideous howl, and after surrounding the spot, prepared for the
charge ; being bent upon taking this ¢ Devil Jack,’ as they called
him, at all hazards, for they knew who was the commander. As
they would approach, Hays would rise, and level his rifle ; knowing
his unerring aim, they would drop back. Ig this way he kept them
at bay for nearly an hour; the Indians howling around him all the
while, like so many wolves. But finally becoming emboldened, as
he had not yet fired his rifle, they approached so near that it became
necessary for him to go to work in carnest. 8o, as they continued
to advance, he discharged his rifle, and then seizing his five-shooter,
he felled them on all sides; thus keeping them off; until he could
reload. In this manner he defended himself for three long hours ;
when the Indians becoming furiously exasperated, rushed in mass,
and gained the top, on one side of the hill : his men, who had heard
he crack of his rifle, ‘and had been fighting most desperately to
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reach their leader, now succeeded in breeking through the file of
Indians on the other side, and arrived just in time to save him.,

« ¢ This,’ said the Texan who told us the story, ¢was one of
Jack’s most narrow escapes, and he considers it one of the fightest
little places tbat ho ever was in. The Indians, who had Jbelieved
for a long time that he bere a charmed life, were then more than
ever convinced of the fact’

« So many were the stories that weat the rounds in camp, of his
perilous expeditions, his wild and daring adventures, and his cool
and determined bravery, that when we saw the man who held such
sway over his Tellow-beings, we were first inclined to believe that
we bad been deceived. But when we saw him afterwards ia the
ﬂeld,wetbenknewhmtobethe‘mtmpxd Hays.’ 8o gredt is his
repntauod among the Mexicans, that he is everywhere known as

“Capitan Jack’ Notwithstanding bis rigid discipline, Tor his word
is lawamong his men, yet off duty he is a bland and pleasapt com-
panion, and the men familiarly call him Jack ; though there is that
about the man, which prevents one from taking the slightest liberty
with him.”



MAJOR TWIGGS.

Masor I.evi Twicas was born in Richmond county, Georgia, on
the 21t of May, 1793. He was the sixth son of Major-Genenl
John Twiggs of revolutionary memory, whose patriotic devotion of
his person and his purse in the war of independence earned for him
an imperighable renown. A faithful son of his country, who, at the
outset of that unequal contest, raised from his private fortune an
effective brigade, which, with his own services, he tendered to the
cause of liberty, services which proved most efficient, earning for
himself the rank of Major-General in our then infant army, and the
still higher title of “Saviour of Georgia.”” The present eminent
Major-General David E. Twiggs, is the fifth son of the same illus-
trious sire.

At the declaration of war against Great Britain in 1812, the sub-
ject of the present notice, then just having completed his nine-
teenth year, was desirous of entering the service, but failing to
obtain the sanction of his parents at that time, he continued his
studies at the Athens college in his native state, for some months
longer. At length his military ardour was fanned into an irrepres-
sible flame by the gallant exploits of our little navy, and on learning
the news of the capture of the Macedonian frigate, by the United
States under Commodore Decatur, he immediately left college, and
solicited again his parents’ consent to apply for an appointment in
the marine corps, which was now granted. He entered this corps
as second lieutenant, on the 10th of November, 1813, and, after a
brief sojourn at head-quarters, was stationed on the Patuxent with
the troops which were posted there to oppose the passage of the
British fleet, then hovering along the coasts of the Chesapeake,
where he displayed the energy of character and good conduct which
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and ambuscades, and the more fatal dangers of o pestilemtial climale,
and every species of suflering and exposure. :

From the period of his return from Florida ontil 1843, haviag
altained the rank of Major on the 15th of Novernber, 1840, he wa,
from tims to time, placed mmmndohhomdtbuud
stations of Washington, New York, and Philadelphia, discharging
his duty at every post, and on all occasions, to the eatire sstisfaction
of the Navy Department, and of the local authorities and eitisems
with whom he had either official or personal intercourse.

In 1848, Major Twiggs assumed the command at the Philadel-
phia Navy-Yard, where be proved himself worthy of the rank and_
station which his gallantry and long services had earned, by the
scrupulous discharge of every detail of his duty as an officer, snd
no less by his amisble, manly, and unexceptionable bearing as »
good citizen and high-bred gentleman. During the long period of
thirty-four years’ service, he never but once asked leave of absence,
and then on account of the illness of a member of his fumly, when
he was off duty but a single week.

On the 2d of June, 1847, Major Twiggs departed for Mexico,
having solicited active service. On the 29th of June he arrived at
Vera Cruz. On the 16th of July he left for the interior, with General
Pierce’s brigade, and reached Puebla on the 6th of August, which
place he left with Major-General Quitman’s division, a few days
after, and on the 13th of September he fell, at the head of his com-
mand, leading them to the assault at the storming of Chapultepec,
pierced by a bullet through the heart!

Of the details of the operations in which Major Twiggs was en-
gaged, as well on the march to the Mexican capital as on the bloody
fields in its neighbourhood, no precise accounts have yet been re-
ceived. We only know that, whilst in the performance of the
proudest duty of a soldier, his brave spirit took its flight!

Of an imposing presence and noble mien, he was the personifi-
cation of courage; dauntless himself, he infused the same quality
into all his followers, performing the duties of his profession with a
zeal that never flagged, and a singlencss of purpose that considered
no obstacle. Tenderly alive to the domestic sympathies, he sacri-
ficed them ak. to his sense of duty to his country. This sentiment
was uppermost in bis heart. When he left home, therefore, upon
his las( our of service, like a wise and good man, he made all his
worldly arrangements, based upon the probability that he would
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even of his minutest duties: a tender and aflectionate husband,a
most kind and indulgent parent, leaving a wife and three daughters
to lament his loss :'alas! it is to those widowed and orphaned hears
that his many virtues are best known, and by them that they wil
be most fondly cherished ; hearts crushed beneath & weight of afffic-
tion which few are called upon to bear; for scarcely had they begua
to recover from the shock of the loes of a son and brother, before
this last stunning blow fell upon them like a thunderbolt. Let them
be considered henceforth as the widow and children of the nation;
for to their case the annals of war, with its aggravated horrors, csa
scarcely produce a parallel! To their prior bereavements it would
be out of place to refer here. But that gracious Being, who hs
seen fit to visit them with such grievous afflictions, will not fail to
comfort and uphold them in this hour of their bitter trial !
« 01 thoun that will not break the bruised reed,
Nor heap fresh ashes on the mourner’s brow,
Nor rend anew the wounds that inly bleed,
The only balm of their afflictions Thou 1
Teach them to bear thy chastening wrath, O God !
To kiss, with quivering lips, still humbly kiss thy rod !

. . . . . .
Forgive, forgive, e'en should their full heart break,
The broken heart thou wilt not, Lord, despise,
Ah! thou art still too gracious to forsake,
Though thy strong hand so heavily chastise.”

Among the testimonials of respect from superior officers, and
different friends, was the following order, dated adjutant and inspec-
tor’s office, Washington, November 20th, 1847, and addressed to
Captain J. G. Williams, commanrding marines at Philadelphia :

« The commandant of the corps with profound and cordial sorrow,
announces to the officers and soldiers the death of Major Levi
Twiggs, while leading his command to victory and glory, on the
18th September, under the walls of the city of Mexico. In his loss
the corps has to mourn for a gallant officer, who has passed all of
his youth in its ranks, and his country for an estimable and patriotic
citizen, and those who knew him most intimately, fora valued friend
and a high-minded gentleman.

“The usual badge of mourning will be worn for him by the
officers of the corpe for one month, and the flag at head-quarters will
bo half-masted to-morrow. '

¢ By order of the Brevet Brigadier-General Commandant.”

-
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miles, but was not able movemkathemmmd‘tha-
hausted condition of his horses. He reached Point Isabel aboat
nine o’clock, P. M., of the 4th.

The report of Captain May shows the part he took"in the actions
of the Sth and 9th.

« Having been detached from the head-quarters of my regimest
with my squadron, dnd acting under the immediate orders of the
commanding-general during the actions of the Sth and Oth instant,
becomes my duty to report the services which the squadron I hed
the honour to command rendered during these actions.

“Yonanawmthumyﬁmordenonthe&hmbmh
the left flank of the army, and sustain Captain Duncan’s battery;
in this position I lost two horses killed and two wounded.

« About half an hour before sunset I reccived orders to proveed
to the enemy’s left flank and drive in his cavalry. In execution
of these orders, and while passing the general and his staff, the
enemywmwdtheﬁnfmthenmnponu,hmngu
of my horses and wounding five men. I succeeded in gaining a
position on the enemy’s left with & view of charging his cavalry, but
found him in such force as to render ineffectual a charge from my
small command, and therefore returned, in obedience to my instruc-

tions, to my first position, where I remained until the close of the

action, which terminated very shortly afterwards. Thus ended the
service of my squadron on the 8th.

“ On the morning of the 9th my squadron was actively employed
in reconnoitring the chapparal in advance of the field of the Sth,
and on the approach of the army I took my position as the advance-
guard. When about half a mile from the position which the enemy
were reported to have taken, I was ordered to halt and allow the
artillery and infantry to pass, and await further orders. I remained
in this position about three-quarters of an hour, when I received
orders to report with my squadron to the general. T did so, and
was ordered by the general to charge the enemy’s batteries and
drive them from their pieces, which was rapidly executed, with loes
of Lieutenant Inge, seven privates, and eighteen horses killed, and
Sergeant Muley, nine privates, and ten horses wounded. Lieu-
tenant Sackett and Sergeant Story, in the front by my side, had
their horses killed under them, and Lieutenant Inge was gallantly
leading his platoon when he fel. 'We charged entirely through the
enemy’s batteries of seven pieces — Captain Graham, accompanied
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gulling fire, at from twenty-five to fity paces;-and here ensueda
most desperate struggle; but our infantry coming up they wen
completely routed.” o

In the march from Matamoras to Monterey, May ocomsisnally
acted as a scout, to obtain information of the énemy. Prior to te
operations against the city, he was promoted to the rank of bes
tenant-colonel. Unfortunately, the nature of the esstult agwinet the
city did not permit the second dragoons to be brought into actios;
but they were usefully employed by Colonel May as escorts, s
in keeping open communications.

At Buena Vista, May was associated with Captain Pike’s squad-
ron of Arkansas horse, and rendered usefiil service in holding the
enemy in check, and covering batteries at several points. Extracts
from his report will show the nature of these duties.

« Before the squadron of the 1lst dragoons could be recalled, it
had gone so far up the ravine as to be in closs range of the enemy’s
artillery. It was thus, for a short time, exposed to a severe fire,
which resulted in the loss of a few men. The other two squadrons
and the section of artillery were in the mean time placed in motion
for Buena Vista, where a portion of our sipplies were stored, and
agninst which the enemy was directing his movements. Lieutenant
Rucker joined me near the rancho, and in time to assist me in
checking the heavy cavalry force, which was then very near and
immediately in our front. A portion of the enemy’s cavalry,
amounting, perhaps, to two hundred men, not perceiving my com-
mand, crossed the main road near to the rancho, and received a de-
structive fire from a number of volunteers assembled there. The
remaining heavy column was immediately checked, and retired in
great disorder towards the mountains on our left, before, however,
I codld place my command in position to charge. Being unable,
front the heavy clouds of dust, to observe immediately the move-
ments of the body of cavalry which had passed the rancho, I fol-
lowed it up, and found it had crossed the deep and marshy ravine
on the right of the road, and was attempting to gain the mopntains
on the right. I immediately ordered Lieutenant Reynolds to bring
his section into battery, which he did promptly, and by a few well-
directed shots, dispersed and drove the encmy in confusion over the
mountains. I next directed my attention to the annoying colamn
which had occupied so strong & position on our left flank and rear
during the whole day, and immediately moved my command to a
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Tux name of Colonel Cross will ever be remembered with sad-
ness. His splendid military talents would no doubt have shed &
halo of glory around him, had théy been permitted to come into
exercise. But this privilege, so ardently desired by himself, and
confidently expected by a large circle of friends, was denied him.—
He was the first martyr in our struggle with Mexico. The editor
of Niles' Register thus speaks of the melancholy event: —

“ War is a horrible evil. The first victim in this new war into
which our country is now plunged, has browght with it a deepening
sense of the evils inseparable from the mad conflict of man with
man, be the occasion what it may. An acquaintance, formed in
early life—a warm and steadfast friend from the commencement of
that acquaintance—a generous, open-hearted, ardent, intelligent, and
talented man ;—one who was in all the attributes a MAN among men,
is the first victim. His father, forty years since, through many an
ardent struggle, political and national, was shoulder to shoulder with
us, in war with arms in his hand, and in peace or war, with as ar-
dent patriotism at heart as ever animated a citizen and a republican.
His son is snatched from our hopes, as well as from a wide circle
of friends, and from his own wife, now widowed, and left with her
orphans to a life—how desolate and lonely ! Wreaths may encircle:
the brow of victors in the coming contest, but what shall compensate
for suffering, of which this is but the type, that must be the price at
which they are purchased 1”

Colonel Trueman Cross was born in Prince George's County,
Maryland. His father was also a colonel in the American service.
From a condition of comparative obscurity, the son raised himself
by his industry and perseverance both to distinction and affluence.
His military career commenced under General Jackson, with whom
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% The remains of the late colonel will be interred with military
honours at 4 P. M. to-morrow. The funeral escort will be composed
{asqmdmnofdmgoomandeightmpniud‘inﬁury;b
tter o be taken from the 2d brigade, and the whole to be organimd
and commanded by Colonel Twiggs. The necessary arrangemens
for the funeral ceremony will be made by Lisutenant-Colonel Payse,
Inspector-General.”

Agreeably to this order the funeral took place on the following
day. The flags were at half-mast, the artillery pealed forth mours-
ful volleys, and the whole ceremony was deeply melancholy aad
impressive.

There is every reason to believe that the Mexican authorities
were entirely ignorant of the colonel’s death. The regions srousd
the Rio Grande bad always abounded with lawless banditti, whese
only trade was murder and theft. Falcon was a most celebrated
leader, acting independent of all control, and irresponsible of asy
one. The occurrence, therefore, can be regarded in no other light
than as the outrage of a robber.
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circle, imparted to the scene a really solemn and funereal appear

ance.”

The following is an extract from the Reverend gentleman's o
dress:—

« But, for obvious reasons, our attention is directed to-day, more
particularly to the life and services of Colonel Jobn J. Hardin, whose
remains are before us, wrapped in the flag of his country. At the
early ago of thirty-six, he has been called to sacrifice his life. His
history cannot fail to be interesting. As soon as he became of age,
or just before, he emigrated from Kentucky, his native state, and
became a resident of Jacksonville, Illinois. From the very begin-
ning of his residence in the state of his adoption, his course was
onward and upward. He served his fellow-citizens in the Legisls-
ture. Their suffrages sent him as a representative to Congress. And
had his life continued, his career would have been, doubtless, more
brilliant and honourable from the universal esteem in which he was
held, not only by those of his own political party, but by those whose
views were of a different complexion.

“ As a citizen, Colonel Hardin was universally esteemed, not only
at home and among those who knew him best, but abrodd and among
strangers. Friends increased around him, and their affections waxed
stronger by the lapse of years. As a husband and father, he was
tender and affectionate in no ordinary degree. May He who *tem-
pers the wind to the shorn lamb,’” who is a ¢ father to the fatherless
and a God to the widow,’” remember them and sustain them in their
hour of anguish and bereavement! As a man, he was honourable
and high-minded in every transaction; true and faithful in every
office, whether of business or friendship. But as a Christian, whese
heart and hopes were in Heaven, I love, pre-eminently, to think
and speak of him now. Not only was he my brother in the mystic
rites which appertain to the outer courts and porches of the Temple,
but he was my brother in a secret and well-assured hope of salva-
tion through Christ the Redeemer. Having cast his anchor withia
the veil, all his conduct was uniform and consistent with his profes-
sion. As a member of the Presbyterian church in Jacksonville, his
life and conduct were pure and stainless. At home he was ever
active in his Master’s cause; when abroad, and especially in the
Congressional prayer-meeting at Washington city, he was exem-
plary and useful. ¢We sorrow not as those that have ne hope, for
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share of both. - Before us lie the bodies of two of hair sons, Calenal
Hardin and Lieutenant Houghton, both fallén on the field of hones
~=both now borne bome to receive the hononm of sepwitare ammg
their friends, families and countrymen. The brave, larnesled, and
beloved Hardin Lies there! (pointing to the catafalque.) #His o
mains are stopped here, with those of his brave associate im death,
10 receive the voluntiry tribute of respct im & stale which fs not
theire-either by birth or adoption ; bt Missouri cleimhe the privilegs
of joining her sister Illinois in these mournfal, but gimteful offices,
o the patriotic dead, and to the no less putrictic survivors who bring
home their remains. The city ¢of 5t. Louis this day sicta Sor the
state of Missouri; she represents the feelings of the whaie itels in
baving claimed the brief possession of thess inanimete sersains, e
companied by their affectionate sumvou,whblhelmplyb
them the tzjbute of respect and sffaction.

« Colonel Benton mdthemenendgmﬂmnn.(lr.?m(}ml.)
to whom it so appropriately belonged to be the priocipal speaker e
this occasion of devotion and pious feeling, and who had so well
fulfilled his office, had well described the tharacter of the lamented
Hardin, cut down in the meridian of his day, and taken so early
from an affectionaie family. He could add the eulogium of his
early friends and acquaintances; for he had heard the voioe of
Kentucky mourning over his death, as he passed through that state.
His name was added to those of her other sons that she had lost,
and universal was the language of encomium wpon his character
and regret for his loss. Mourned and honoured in Kentucky bis
native state—-to receive honours and tears of affection in hiis adopted
state—he now receives from the state of Missouri, in this sponte-
neous act of respect from the citizens of 5t. Louis, the higheet de-
gree of esteem and affection which the brevity of the sccasion pep-
mits her to give.”

% The ceremonies of the rotunda being at an end, the procession
‘was again formed, and the remains escorted to the steamer ¢Defi- -
ance,’ from which they will be debarked at Meredosia, and taken
to Jacksonville.” )

The New Orleans Delta has <he following remarks or the con-
duct of the Illinoians in the bettle of Buena Vista.

“Wehvehadoecumbefontoexpmaourhlghadmmonof
the promptitnde and readiness of the Illinoians, in oboymgtheeall
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of the glve:mulp refly in defence of cur natiopal Sag, sug of
thour gallantyy and conduct éa the field of bastle,: Np atatp hasdur-
aished 80 large a quoia of woops for this war; nor bae suy atate been
s0 largely represented in the great battles which have shed se myuoh
Justre upon the name and higtory of the citigen:soldiery of the
United States. Of the four regiments of Ilkineians in the field, each
has had the good fortune 10 -ebere in the two great batiles of Buena
Vista and Cerro Gordo. In the latter, the regiments of Baker and
Forman led the assault on the well-defended and covered works of
the enemy ; and when they had carried shem, wers foremost in the
pursuit of Santa Anna’s retreating squadrons. It is said that on
this occasion the superier bodily vigour and fleetness of the hardy
boys of the prairies, were fully proved by their pmng all the other
soldiers in the race, and being fhe first who were ¢in at the death’
in this exciting chase.

«At Buena Vista, Hardin’s and Bissell’s regiments bore for some .
time, and with the most heroic steadiness, the whole brunt of the
Mexican charge. The Ist regiment acted in concert with the Ken-
tuckians, and shared in the glory and loss of that fatal charge
against the main body of the Mexican army, in which such prodi-
gies of valour were performed by our volunteer soldiers, and so
many of our officers fell ¢with their faces to the foe.” It was in
this charge that Hardin received his death wound. = His impetuous
daring, and that of the noble Clay, had suggested the charge. The
cooler courage of Colonel McKee doubted the prudence of such a
move. ¢Oh,’ replied Hardin, ¢we have but one life to give our
country—let us at them.” McKee gave the order, and gallantly
was it executed ; but unfortunately, the cnemy had so strengthened
his force, that the charge of our small and already much fatigued
regiments was met by a force of five or six thoasand infantry, and
a whole brigade of cavalry. Our troops stood their charge until
their officers were shot down, and their ranks were so thin that it
seemed like courting death and destruction to maintain their position
any longer.

«This much of the first regiment, whose peans have been sung
by the whole nation, and the memory of the gallant colonel is em-
balmed in the hearts of the people.”

The annexed beautiful lines will be read with mournful interest

" They were written a few ycars since, by Colonel Hardin, while in
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Washington city; and. enclosed in a lotter o is'wike. 2 io we
little satisfaction to refloct, that his buming desirewus granted— .
that he was buried st home, where “ birds may sing and friends a

nigh.”

% Bury me not, whea I em dead,
Amidst the city’s glare—
‘Where thoughtiess, careless morials trdad,
And wealth and misery are wed; -
Oh! bury me not there.

«Buary me not, when I'm no .more,
High on the mountsin bare—
‘Where nought but eagles o’er it soar—
And storms and tempests round it roar ;
Oh! bury me not there,

% Bury me not, when I'm at rest,
‘Where martial pennons glare—
For empty show and gorgecus orest .
Can never soothe an icy breast;

Then bury me not there

“Bory me not, when I shall sleep,
By ocean’s rocky lair;
Where winds and waves their vigils keep
And ever moans the restless deep—
Oh! bury me not there.

* Bury me not, when I am gone,
In boundless prairies, where
The buried dead are left alone,
Unmarked save by a cold grave stone—
Oh! bury me not there.

®Bat bury me, when I shall die,
’Midst woods and flowers rare;
When o'er my grave the winds may sigh,
The birds may sing, and friends are nigh, .
Oh! bury me then there.
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. Limzvrenawt-Ooronzr Hexpy Crav, second sem nf the Honous
able Henry Clay, was a regular graduate of West Point, in which
institution he was ever among the first of his class, He aflerwards
left the army, and travelled through Europe. On his return he was
elected to the Kentucky Legislature, where he remained for some
years. In the meanwhile, he married and settled upon a farm, not
far from his father’s. After leaving the Legislature, he practised
law with great success; but was doomed to experience a heavy
calamity, in the loss of his accomplished wife, the favourite of her
father-in-law. He continued, however, in the legal profession, until
a commission was offered him as lieutenant-colonel of the newly-
raised Kentucky rifles. He eagerly accepted it, and went forth for
Mexico never to return.

Lieutenant-Colonel Clay was killed in a ravine, while pursuing
the enemy’s cavalry after their last charge. Led by himself and
McKee, the Kentucky regiment maintained the pursuit, until they
had got completely beyond the assistance of their comrades. At
this moment, the lancers turned with the suddenness of lightning,
and charged them, while broken and scattered by a rocky ravine.
The ensuing battle was terrible ; and nothing but a section of Wash-
ington’s battery saved that handful of devoted men from entire de-
struction. Young Clay was shot through the thigh, and being un-
able to walk, was taken up and carried some distance by his men;
but owing to the steepness of the hill, and the advance of the enemy,
the gallant lieutenant-colonel begged them to leave him and save
themselves. 8till, with fraternal care they bore him on, until the
whole Mexican army were almost upon them. When last seen, he

@31
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was lying on his back, fighting the enemy with his sword, whik
they were stabbing him with their bayonets.

The letter of General Taylor to Henry Clay, announcing the
untimely event, has already been given. The genasml thus speabs
of him in the official despatch. “No loss falls more heavily upn
the army in the field, than that of Colonels Hardiy and McKee, sad
Lieutenant-Colonel Clay. Possessing in a remavkable degree the
confidence of their commands, and the last two having enjoyed the .
advantage of a military education, I had looked particularly to them
for support in case we met the enemy. I need not sy that their
zeal in engaging the enemy, and the cool and steadfast courage with
which they maintained their positions during the day, fally reslised-
my hopes, and caused me to feel yet more sensibly their untimely
loss.” A similar commendation was bestowed by General Wool.
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Taz remembrance of one, the loss of whom a commander like
General Taylor pronounced irreparable, will ever be cherished by
the nation as one of her proudest legacies. No nobler heart than
Major Brown’s ever throbbed out its life-blood, an offering to pa-
triotism.

Jacob Brown was born in New England about the year 1787 or
1788. He enlisted in the infantry as a common soldier in 1812,
and before the close of the war rose to a lieutenancy. He was in
all the battles on the Niagara frontier, where he not only behaved
with skill and courage, but won the approbation of his superiors.

After the war, Lieutenant Brown remained in the army, and his
character becoming known to government, he was frequently em-
ployed in offices of trust and importance. At one time he was
stationed at Council Bluffs, as commissary of subsistence; after-
wards he was ordered to Arkansas, and subsequently to St. Louis,
as quartermaster of the war department. Like most of our officers
he experienced the trials and mortifications of the Florida cam
paigns, in which he was in continual service; and, like too many

. who there toiled and suffered, his deeds have been allowed to slum-
ber in forgetfulness. At the time of his joining the “ Corps of Ob-
servation” he had risen to the grade of major, which he held at the
time of his death.

When General Taylor left the river fort [May 1] to march for
Point Isabel, h® appointed Major Brown as commandant, with the
7th regiment of infantry, and the artillery companies of Bragg and
Loud, the whole numbering about six hundred men. His orders
were not to make any sally, and, if surrounded, to fire eighteen-
pounders, at regular intervals, in order to apprize General Taylor
of his condition.

(235)
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During the whole of the 2d, the garrison continued to labour
upontheforﬁﬁcaﬁons.unmoleued; but, on the 8d, all the batteries
in Matamoras opened upon the fort, and continued until night. On
the evening of the following day, the Mexicans crossed the river,
spread themselves around the fort, and erected a new _battery ina
neighbouring field. A combined assault was thus made on the &th,
which continued with but little interruption until Taylor's return.
Several demonstrations for assault were made by both infantry sod
cavalry Onthe&h,Ma]orBrownordemdhum to stop firing,
in consequence of the acarcity of ammunition. In the afiernoon be
walked as usual around the fort to sce that every man was at his
post. So thick were the balls showered from the Mexican batteries,
that the Americans were obliged constantly to dodge or fall down.
While the major was conversing with a soldier, a shell struck
the parapet near by, and glancing off; exploded in the ground, scat-
tering clouds of dust and stones around, and mortally wounding the
commandant. His men rushed toward him, but requesting thern to
resume their posts, he remained composed until proper assistance
could be obtained. His right leg was torn off, and he suffered in-
describable agony; yet, perfectly serene, he ordered the troops
to be kept at duty, and expressed his satisfaction that the misfortune
had not befallen a younger man. The command devolved on Cap-
tain Hawkins.

Major Brown lingered until the 9th. Soldiers wept over his
corpse as over that of a friend; and when the hero of Palo Alto
beheld the wreck created in his absence, a tear of bitter agony

"was seen to course down his cheek. Besides the army and the
country, a wife and two daughters were left to lament the sacrifice.

When news of the event reached Little Rock, where he formerly
dwelt, a public meeting was convened, at which the following reso-
lutions were passed :—

“ Resolved, That in the midst of the rejoicings occasioned by the
victories achieved by the Army of Occupation under the command
of General Taylor, we grieve for the loss of many brave officers in
the American army; and among the number of the slain, we have
to deplore the loss of Major Jacon Brown, of the 7th regiment of
infantry, for many years associated and known in this communitv
as a faithful, honest, and efficient public officer.
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« Resolved, That our sorrow for his untimely loss to the army
and to the country, is consoled by the manner of his death, in the
service of his country, by the hand of the enemy, on the field of
baitle, and in the hour of vncmry.

« Resolved, That we desire in this pubhcand solemn manner to
teatify our regard and esteem for the private virtues and personal
worth of the deceased soldier, while he was associated with us, our
.admiration of his public serviges in peace and in war, and our deep
sense of the crowning sacrifice of his life, that endears his memory
‘o his countrymen,

« Resolved, That the proceedings of this meetmg be signed by
the chairman and secretary, and that the papers of the city, and
throughout the state, be requested to publish them ; and that a copy
thereof be made out by the secretary of this meeting, and trans-
mitted to the family of the deceased.”

Similar testimonials were voted in other parts of the Union.
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Genzrar Burexr is the second som of Percival Butler, an officer
of the Revolution. He acted as a volunteer in General Winchester’s
army during the war of 1812, and was captured at the river Raisin.
‘When exchanged, he fought under General Jackson in the actions
of December 234, 1814, and January 8Sth, 1815. Afier the retum
of peace, he practised law, until June 20th, 1846, when be was
appointed Major-General, and aem to Mexico. He speaks thus of
his services at Monterey :—

% Pursuant to the instractions of the mn]m\-genenleommndmg
on the 2lst instant, at about eight o’clock, A. M., I marched my
division, (with the exception of one company from each infantry re-
giment, left to guard the camp;) and placed it in order of battle,
under cover, immediately in rear of the mortar and howitzer bat-
tery, my left resting on the main road to Monterey. I bad been in
position but a short time, when I received the general’s further or-
ders to move as speedily as practicable, with three regiments, to the
support of General Twiggs’ division, then engaged in an attempt to
carry the enemy’s first battery on our left. To expedite this move-
ment, I marched the three nearest regiments, commanded
tively by Colonels Davis, Campbell, and Mitchell, by the left fank,
leaving Colonel Ormsby to sustain the batteries. Finding the rifle
regiment in front, that of Colonel Campbell was ordered to take its
place. The two last-mentioned regiments constituting General
Quitman’s field brigade, he took the immediate command of them,
and moved off with spirit and promptness in the direction indicated
by the enemy’s line of fire. Having seen General Quitman’s
brigade fairly in motion, I turned my attention to that of General
Hamer, now consisting of the Ohio regiment only. Pursuing the
instructions of the major-general, I felt my way gradually, without
any knowledge of the localities, into that part of the city bordering
on the enemy’s continuous line of batteries, assailed at every step

by heavy fires in front and flank. Afier having traversed several
(938)
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The troops remained i and near this position, aad onder fire of the
enemy’s batteries, until late in the day. For the details of the after
proceedings of the day, I refer to General Hamer’s report.

«It is with no little pride and gratifioation thet I hear testivaony
of the gallantry and good conduct of my command. Were prool
wanting, & mowrnful on is to be found.in the subjeined returnof
the casuslies of the day. That part of my divisien prepsdly in
the field did not exceed eleven hundred, of which number full one-
fith were either killed or wounded. The fact that troops for the
first time under fire should have suffered such less without shrink-
ing, in a continuous struggle fer more than two hours, and mainly
sgainst a sheltered and inaccessible foe, finds but few parallels, and
is of itself an eulogium to which I need not add. That these wees
some more prominent for skill and gallmtry than others, even ins
contest where all were brave, there can be no doubt; and I leave
to those better qualified from their situations than myself the pless:
ing though delicate task of reposting upom their respective merits.

“ Of my brigadiers, however, it is proper that I should myuself
speak. General Hamer was placed in a situation where nothing
brilliant could be achieved, but which, at every moment, impera-
tively demanded prudence and calm unbending courage. It is but
justice to him to say that I found him equal to the emergency.

“ General Quitman had before him a field in which military
genius and skill were called into requisition, and honours could be
fairly won, and I but echo the general voice in saying that he nobly
availed himself of the occasion.

My special thanks are due to Major L. Thomas, assistant adju-
tant-general, General A. Sidney Johnston, of Texas, acting inspec-
tor-general, and Lieutenant G. W. Lay, aid-decamp, who not only
displayed great gallantry and coolness, but, by their professional
skill, activity, and energy, rendered valuable service throughout the
action. After my withdrawal they remained with the troops in the
ficld.

“Surgeon R. P. Hunt, my volunteer aid-de-camp, also evinced
great coolness, and conveyed promptly the orders confided to him.

“On my way back to camp, I found the Kentucky regiment,
under the command of Colonel Ormsby, drawn up in fine order to
repel a threatened charge from a large body of Mexican cavalry
then in view. Though necessarily kept from the field of action
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Legion having been leht to guard our mortavs), and of that number
we lost in killed and wounded about two hundred and fifiy.

« We took one battery and a house fitted ap as a fortification, and
assisted the regulars in taking a second. General Worth, with grest
gallantry and equal success, and with far less loas, carried oa his
operations on the opposite side of the town.

«The loss of the regulars, who acted with us, was nearly pro-
portional to ours as I learn, though I have not seen the official
retarns.

“Under all the circumstances, the terms of the capitulation are
favourable to us. There are still several strong forts in the bands
of the enemy, which we would have been compelled to take by
regular approaches or with heavy losses. The plaza is of itself
an enormous fortification of continuous houses, with thick stoss
walls, and all the streets leading into it strongly fortified ull filled
with guns.

“They admit that they will have at least eight thonsand fighting
° men, whilst on our part we cannot muster five thousand for duty,
and have only a few heavy guns, and those we took from them.

« Never, I believe, did troops, both volunteers and regulars, behave
" with more calmness and intrepidity, and I do not believe that for
downright, straight-forward, hard fighting, the battle of Monterey has
ever been surpassed.”

Soon after the assault, General Butler returned to the United
Btates, which prevented his participation in the battle of Buem
Vista, or the subsequent operations of General Scott.



LIEUTENANT J. E. BLAKE.

N

Onz of the best eulogies ever pronounced ou this Jamented officer
is contained in a letter written by General Worth, in which he says,
.*You. will probably by this meil hear of the loes of that gallant
omament and devoted member of the Topographical Corps, my
warmly-cherished friend, Blake. The manver adds poignancy to
our sorrows. Had he fallen in the conflict in which,by all accounts,
he had espegially distingnished himself, regrets would have been
torned into envy. After the battle, on casting aside his weapons,
one of his pistols accidentally discharged, and gave him a mortal
wound. Knowing and valuing him as I did, you will readily con-
ceive how [ deplore his Joss, both as a gallant and true-hearted
" comrade and accomplished friend. He has left no better soldier
behind.”

Lieutenant Blake was a native of Philadelphia, where a large
circle of friends now mourns his loss. His death was occasioned
in a manner rather singular. On the morning of the 9th, the army
stopped at a watering-place, where the lieutenant dismounted, and
after expressing his gratification in view of some rest, he threw his
pistols on the ground, preparatory to lying down. Oae of them ex-
ploded, throwing the ball up through his body, and he fell mortally
wounded. :

The celebrated reconnoissance of this officer is thus descnbed by
Captain Duncan, of the artillery :—

4 The following brief account of the daring reconnoissance made,
by the gallant and ill-fated Blake, at Palo Alto, cannot fail to be in
teresting to his former commander, with whom he was so long asso-
ciated, and who properly estimated and appreciated the high quali
ties he possessed as a man and a soldier.

« At Palo Alto the enemy’s line was formed with his back resting -
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on the chapparal. Partly owing to the bushes in which some of

- his troops were posted, but chiefly owing to our distance from his
lines, it was impossible to ascertain, with the necessary certainty,
the disposition he had made of his different arms.

«To obtaip the important information, Lieutenant J. E. Blake, of
the Topographical Corps, dashed off from the right of our line %

" within musket-shot of the enemy’s left. Here he dismounted, and
with his field-glass coolly counted the number of men in one of the
enemy’s squadrons, which, of course, enabled him accurately w
estimate the enemy’s entire cavalry force. Lieutenant Blake then
remounted his homse, and galloped from left to right of the enemy’s
line, stopping from time to time, and carefully observing the forme- _
tion and number of his infantry, as well as the position, number,
and calibre of his field guns, all of which information was fully
verified by the subsequent events of the day.

« This appropriate act of personal gallantry was certainly unsur
passed on either of our glorious days; and, in my own estimatio,
it kad no superior in interest, among the many it may become the
pleasing task for history to record.”

LIEUTENANT Z. M. P. INGE.

LicuTeNaNT INGE was the sccond man in May’s charge at Re-
saca de la Palma, and the first who fell. He was bom in Alabama,
and in 1838 graduated at West Point. At Palo Alto, he was in-
.defatigable in the discharge of duty, and won the admiration of all
who witnessed his gallant bearing. He was close upon May when
the latter leaped the Mexican batteries, and immediately turned to
wave on his platoon. At this moment the Mexicans opened their
valteries, and the intrepid lieutenant fell dead. Greatly beloved by
the army, his loss was mourned as that of a brother.






COLONEL WATSON.
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to lay inactive while thousands of balls from a sheltered foe are
ploughing the ground around you, is something more than brave.

In a little while the fire of the enemy slackened ; and taking
advantage of it, the colonel leaped from the ground, and called to
his men to follow him. They hurried into the city, and entered a
lane, apparently secure from the artillery. They had advanceda
little distance, when a roar of cannon, succeeded by another and
another, awakened them to a kmowledge of their fearfal situation.
Three full batteries glared upon them from a distance of but one
hundred yards, raking the street from one end to the other, while
two twelve-pounders opened upon them from the castle in front, and
every house, and every wall was bristling with rows of musketry.
All at onoe this tremendous train opened. Then there was & pamss,
and as the echo rolled fainter and fainter in the distance, it was suo-
ceeded by the startling tones of command, the shriaks of the wounded,
and the deep moans of the dying. On the devoled line marched,
when a second discharge scattered their ranks like a whirlwind, and
men and horse leaped in the air, and fell writhing beneath the bur-
rying feet of their companions. The earth shook under this heavy
cannonade; and the strong old walls of Monterey. toppled as though
m an earthquake.

Over the gpace of two hundred yards the soldiers were exposed
to this awful fire;, without the poesibility of resisting it. At length
they halted at a cross street, and turned to survey the line of march.
It was a sickening spectacle. Their track was traced with blood ;
and here and there groups of man and horse, dead and wounded,
told of the points where they had received the discharges of artil-
lery. Some were calling piteously to their companions, others
raving in the agonies of death, their last thrilling appeals, ren-
dering more awful than battle itself the interval of death. Then the
artillery recommenced, sweeping the whole street, and crossing
and re-crossing at every corner. Each man fled to a place of safety.
Bome leaped into ditches, others fell flat upon the ground, a few
concealed themselves behind an ol wall, and a large number sat
down with their backs against the houses. On came the irom
showers, rattling and crashing like hail, and sweeping soldier afier
soldier before it. The dead and wounded were lying at every spot.
The wretch who once fell had no hope ; ball afier ball would riddle
him, until he was tom to pieces. Now a cannon-ball would stsike
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honour. We who once knew him here, shall know hm no more
on earth. Death generally comes to us in a different manner, with
weeping friends around ; but death has come to him in the hour of
victory. In looking around among those who were on that battle-
field, we recognised the names of many members of the bar in sister
states, who had volanteered their services to uphold their country’s
honour. It was not to be expected that when blows were to be
found in the battle-field, the lawyers would be out of the way, bat
would be found in their country’s ranks. They are found so always,
and always so may they be found. With feelings of mingled sor-
vow and exultation, 1 now move the adoption of the follovnngn-
solutions :

% Resolved, That while we participate in the joy that gladdess
every heart at the brilliant and triumphant successes of our coun-
try’s soldiers in the desperate battles which won the surrender of
‘Monterey to their courage and gallantry, we have heard with deep,
unaffected sorrow, that Baltimore has again to mourn another gal-

* lant son, in the death of Lieutenant-Colonel William H. Watson,
who, with his brave companions in arms, volunteered at the first call
of his country, and nobly fell while leading his battalion to victory.

 Resolved, That while we deplore the loss of a youthful warrior,
whose patriotism, courage, and untiring energy gave the brightest
promise to his country, we most deeply mourn the death of one
who, as a member of this bar, was respected by all for his profes-
sional bearing, and loved by those who best knew him, for the
warmth and steadfastness of his friendship.

# Resolved, That we sympathize with his afflicted family, in the
sorrow of their bereavement, and request the chairman of this meet-
ing to offer them our sincerest condolence.

“ Resolved, That, as a tribute to the memory of our departed bro-
ther and friend, we will wear suitable badges of mourning for the
remainder of the present term.

¢ Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be entered upon
the minutes of the Baltimore County Court, with the assent of the
judges, and be published in the several newspapers of the city.”

The remains of this noble officer were conveyed to Baltimore,
and followed to their final resting-place by a concourse of people
nearly two miles long.



CAPTAIN R. A. GILLESPIE.

Carranx Griespie was a native of Tennessee, but for many
years prior to the Mexican war resided first in Alabama and after-
wards in Texas. In the latter country he served under the cele-
brated Hays, in his skirmishes with the Indians. He volunteeyed
his services to General Taylor, which were immediately accepted,
and his rangers performed excellent service in the march from Ma-
tamoras to Monterey. At the latter place he moved with Worth’s
division, and had some severe skirmishing with parties of lancers,
who charged outside their works. General Henderson thus notices
him in his official despatch :— .

«1In doing justice to the living, let us not be forgetful of the dead.
Among the fallen in my command, we have been called upon to
mourn the fate of a young officer who was the brightest ornament
of the service, the soul of honour, and the pride of chivalry. He
had long been employed by the government of Texas in defence of
the western frontier, as the commander of a corps of mounted ran-
gers, and probably no officer ever performed his duty with more
activity and efficiency, or with more satisfactionato the country. He
possessed nothing of the rough habits, ignorance, and presuming
forwardness which is usually supposed to attach to the frontier sol-
dier. He was an educated man, and a gentlemnn by natare ; quiet
in his manners, amiable in temper, just in his dealmgs, and strictly
moral in his habits. During his connection with the present cam-
paign, his deportment was such —so marked by a happy union of
modesty with bravery, and dignity with obedience —as to win the
hearts of all, and constitute him the chief favourite of the army. He
followed the fortunes of General Worth, shared in-all the dangers
of the command, and closed his brilliant career amidst the shouts’
of victory. Though feeble in frame, the inspiring energies of his
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mind enabled him to keep in advance of his comrades, so that in the
storming of the Bishop’s Hill, he was the foremost man and the first
victim upon the ramparts of the foe. He was buried where he fell
—upon the loftiest summit—aend the mountain that encloses his re-
mains will stand an eternal monument of his glory—it will be knowa
in history, and long frequented by his grateful countrymen as the
grave of Gillespie.”

Similar is the language of General Worth. He “eminently dis
tinguished himself while leading his brave company at the storming
of the first height, and perished in seeking similar distinction ona
second occasion.”
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that were playing on him. Having used a twelve-pounder taken
from the first work, against the enemy, till the ammunition gave
out, he was sent with one section of his own bettery still farther in
advance ; but being unable to accomplish much aguinst the enemy’s
heavy breastworks, returned to, and occupied with his battery, the
first work taken from the enemy. Captains R. Ridgely and B.
Bragg, and their subalterns, deserve the highest praise for their
skill and good conduct under the heaviest fire of the enemy, which,
when an opportunity offered, was concentrated on them.”

«On the 23d the advance into the city was resumed — the infan-
try working their way from house to house, supported by Captains

R. Ridgely and B. Bragg, driving the enemy before them.”

" After passing unscathed through all the dangers of this siege,
Captain Ridgely was destined to terminate his valued life by a
trifling accident. He was thrown from his horse on the 28th of
September, his head striking againsta rock. He remained insensible
until his death, September 27th. His funeral at Monterey was at-
tended by all the officers of the army, and in solemn and dignified
pomp as well as in size, has rarely been equalled. )

Ridgely was a scholar as well as soldier. His address and
manners were those of a perfect gentleman ; and his whole person,
though small and delicate, was most beautifully moulded. No man
was ever more sincerely lamented.
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scattered parties of mounted men in the vicinity of the train. About
fifty followed me. By the time I arrived within range of the enemy
—my movement being very slow, owing to the jaded condition of
my horses—1I noticed the Mississippi regiment gallantly led against
a force immensely superior. Overwhelmed by numbers, it was forced
to fall back. I am happy to believe that my rapid and well-directed
fire, opened just at this time, held the enemy in check until Colonel
Davis could gain a position and assume a stand. Under my fire
the enemy retired some hundred yards, and I advanced the same
distance, and again came into action. From this point I several
times fell back, and as often advanced, regulating my movements by
those of the enemy, my support being weak and uncertain. The
effect of my fire was very apparent, frequently throwing whole
columns into disorder. Whilst thus engaged, General Wool came
up, and, at my request, ordered our cavalry, then some distance to
my left, to move to my support. I at once approached within
canister range, and felt confident I should inflict a loss upon the
enemy from which he could not possibly recover. A white flag,
however, rapidly passed me, and I ceased my fire. The enemy
seized the opportunity, availed themselves of the protection of our
flag, and drew off’ beyond the range of our guns.

« As they were retiring by the very route they had advanced, 1
feared they would avail themselves of our weakness at that point,
and renew the attack, regardless of our flag. I accordingly reversed
my battery, and urged my horses to their utmost. They were so
exhausted, however, that a walk was all that could be forced from
them by both whip and spur. Several deep ravines had to be passed
by circuitous routes before I could reach my desired position; and,
as I feared, before I could possibly get there, an awful roar of mus-
ketry commenced. Knowing the importance of my presence, I
left some of my heaviest carriages, caissons, and ‘pushed on with
such as could move most rapidly. Having gained a point from
which my guns could be used, I put them in battery, and loaded
with canister. Now, for the first time, I felt the imminent peril in
which we stood. Our infantry was routed, our advanced artillery
captured, and the enemy in heavy force coming upon us at a run.
Feeling that the day depended upon the successful stand of our
artillery, I appealed to the commanding general, who was near, for
support. None was to be had ; and, under his instruetions to maige
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tain our position at every hazard, I returned to my bauery, encou-
raged my men, and, when the enemy arrived within good range,
poured forth the canister as rapidly as my guns could be loaded.
At the first discharge I observed the enemy falter, and in a short
time he was in full retreat. A very heavy loss must have been
sustained by him, however, before he got beyond our range. My
guns were now advanced several hundred yards, and opened on a
position held by the enemy, with a battery of heavier calibre than
our own—the same from which our left flank had been driven in -
the forenoon. Under the support of the Misaissippi regiment, I con-
tinued my fire, until convinced that nothing could be effected—the
enemy bolding an eminence from which we could not dislodge him
without a sacrifice which might compromise the success of the day.

1 acoordingly withdrew from their fire.”

" Bince the battle of Buena Vista, two attempts have been made to
assassinate this brave officer. Of one of these he gives account in
a letter, [dated August 26th, 1847,] from which the following is ex-
tracted :—

« & » & Apattempt was made about two, A. M., night be-
fore last, to assassinate me in my bed. I have no clue to the per-
petrator, and can suggest no reason for the act. My escape without
injury is regarded as almost miraculous. As exaggerated accounts
will probably reach the press, the truth may interest you. A twelve
pound shell, heavily charged, was placed within two feet of my bed,
just outside of my tent, and exploded by a slow match ; the frag-
ments literally riddling my tent and bedding, pieces passing above
and below me, some through a blanket spread over me, and yet I
was not touched. I was not aware that I had an encmy in the
world, and at times feel disposed to believe now that it may have
been intended as a practical joke, by some fool ignorant of the effect
of - shells thus exploded. Be that as it may, my escape was almost
miraculous, and I prefer not repeating the joke.”

No satisfactory explanation of the motives for these attempts’ has
ever been given.



MAJOR BLISS,

Mason Wianam W, 8. Brow is a sative of New York,  He
wes brevetted second lieutenant of the 4th infantry, Julyln,m
sad is now assistant adjutant-general, with the mnk of msjor. '

Maujor Bliss has acted as secretary to General Taylor, d-iqth
Mofhi-umpig'ninm How his services in this baktle
ﬁeldmappnamdbythugmtmmder,thofdhwhgm
from his official despatches will show :

. Pulo Alto and Resaca de la Palma.—] derived eﬂnimﬂﬂ

botbdays.fmmdlthe officers of my staff—Captain Bliss, sssistant
hmm—geneml * &c.

onterey.—* From the officers of my personal staff, I have de-
rived valuable and efficient assistance during the operations. Major
Bliss served near my person, and was prompt in all situations ia
the communications of my orders and instructions.”
The same expressions of satisfaction, conched in nearly the same
Ianguage, are used in the repart of Buena Vista.

MAJOR EATON.

.

Masor Joserr H. EaToN entered the army from Mussachusetts,
his native state, as brevet second lieutenant, July 1st, 1835. On the
18th of June, he became captain in the 3d regiment of infantry, and
sid-de-camp to General Taylor. His accomplishments as a scholar,
and bravery as a soldier, have rendered his services in the highest
degree valypble to that officer.

. (%66)



CAPTAIN GARNETT.

Carran Roszar 8. Garwzrr was born in Virginia. He en-
tered the army as brevet second lieutenant, on ths Ist of July, 1841;
and on the 18th of August, 1846, was commimiooed as first lien-
sepant of the 4th artillery regiment. He now forms one of the staff’
of Géneral Taylor, and has proven himself worthy the trust im-
posed apon him, by his courage on the battle-field, his promptness
in the delivery of orders, and the babitual politeness which he ex-
ercises both toward officers and soldiers. He is frequently mien-
tioned by the general in terms of the warmest esteém.

COLONEL BELKNAP.

Fxw men in our army are more distinguished for personal daring

than Colonel Belknap. In battle, every thing seems to bend before
his furious course. In the temporary abserice of Captain May,
after the charge at Resaca de la Palma, he rallied the regiment in
the main road, seized a standard, and rushed upon the Tampico
veterans. The fiag-staff was shot away, and ithmediately after his
forse fell dead, throwing its rider. The intrepid officer escaped,
however, without serious injury.
" Colonel William G. Belknap was born in New York. He en-
tered the army April 5th, 1813, as third lieutenant of the 23d infantry,
and has risen by regular gradation to his present rank. He fought
with gtg:}mvery at Monterey and Buena Vista.



COLONEL MUNROE.

CoroNz Jorn Muxzoz is a native of Scotland, but emigrated to
this country in early life. His first appointment in the army dates
March 11th, 1814, with the rank of third lieutenant of the 1st ar-
tillery. On the 15th of February, 1838, he was brevetted major-
of the 2d artillery regiment, and on the 18th of August, 1846,
raised to the rank of full major. He has acted as aid to General
Taylor during his campaign in Mexico, and.won the esteem of both
general and army.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MANSFIELD.

LrevrenanT-CoLonEL Joszrr K. F. MansriELp was .born in
Connecticut. He was brevetted second licutenant, July 1st, 1822,
captain, July 7th, 1888, and for his bravery at Fort Brown, brevet
major, May Oth, 1846. During the bombardment of that post, he
was indefatigable in labour; and elicited high praise from Captain
Hawkins. In General Taylor’s report of Monterey, he has the fol-
lowing commendation: “I must express my particular obligations
to Brevet Major Mansfield, and Lieutenant Scarritt, corps of engi-
neers. They both rendered most important services in reconnoitring
the enemy’s positions, conducting troops in attack, and strengthen-
ing the \;:l;;s captured from the enemy. Major Mansfield, though

(
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‘w anded on the 21st, remained on duty during That and the follow-
ing day, until confined by his wound to camp.”

The general thus mentions him among others in his account of
Buena Vista :—

“Mn]orlhuﬁeldwumployodbeﬁro and during the engage-
ment in making reconnoissances, and on the field was very active
mhrmgmgmﬁomnuonudmmeymgmyordmtodxﬁ‘erent

After the bettle the major was rewarded with the rank ofheu-
tenant-colonel, which he still holds. -

4

CAPTAIN RAMBAY.

Capraiv Georex D. Ransay was born in Virginia, and entered
the army as 2d lieutenant of light artillery, July 1st, 1820. On the
26th of February, 1835, he was raised to the rank of Captain. He
joined the Army of Occupation in Texas, and has rendered valuable
services to General Taylor, as one of his personal staff. Although
deprived by the nature of his office from any display as an officer,
yet he is said to be cool, daring, and perfectly collected while on the
battle-field.”

CAPTAIN SHERMAN.

~

Carraiv Trouas W, SHERNAN is a native of Rhode Island. His
first appointment as 2d lieutenant of artillery is dated July 1st, 1636,
He was promoted as captain May 28th, 1846.
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Captain Sherman has rendered himself immortal by his services
at Buena Vista. On that day his baitery was incessantly moving
from point to point, wherever danger was thickest. * During the
+ greater part of the action, he, in company with Captain Bragg,

fought directly under the ¢ye of the commauding geneml, On one
occasion he stood in front of the Mississippi riflemen with ouly one
gun, while four thousand of the enemy were pouring dowa upas .
him. In company with his brother officer, he held six thowsand
lancers at bay, uatil the American infantry had crossed a deep
ravine, and advanced to share the batle. On asother occasion be
was almost surrounded by the Mexicans, until supported by Colonel
May. General Wool thus speaks of him and the other artillerists:—
« @I desire to expreas my high admiration, and to offer my warmest
thanks to Captains Washington, Sherman and Bragg, and Lieute-
nants O’Brien and Thomas, and their batteries; to whose services
at this point, and on every other part of the field, I think it but jus-
tice to say, we are mainly indebted for the great victory so success-
fully achieved by our arms over the great force opposed to us.
Without our artillery we could not have maintained our position
a single hour.”

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WHITING.

LizvTENANT-CoLoNEL LEVi WHITING entered the army from
Massachusetts, his native state, as 24 lieutenant of artillery, Feb-
ruary 10th, 1812, He served with honour during the war with
England; and has risen by regular gradation to his present rank.
He now forms one of the staff of General Taylor, filling the station
of quartermaster-general. His services at MonterefPand Buena Vista
are mentioned with the highest approbation.



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL DUNCAN.

¢

No officer was more distinguished by his gallant conduct in the
betiles of the Sth and 9th of May, than Captain Duncan. His bat-
teries were continually in one wide blaze; and it was by their fire
that the prairie of Palo Alto was ignited. He marched with the 2d
division at Monterey, and received the thanks of General Worth in
public orders. In January, 1847, he was transferred to General
Scott’s army, where he has taken a brilliant part in all operations
-from the capture of Vera Cruz to the fall of Mexico.

Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan is a native of New York. He was
brevetted 2d lieutenant of the 2d artillery, July 1st, 1834; promoted
to a captaincy, April 16th, 1846 ; and brevetted lieutenant-colonel
for his services at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma.

CAPTAIN O’BRIEN.

Carraiv Joux P. J. O'BrieN is a native of Pennsylvania, and
entered the army in 1836. On the 18th of January, 1847, he was
appointed captain, and assigned the office of assistant-quartermaster.
He won the admiration and gratitude of his country at Buena Vista,

- and probably saved the day. He thus describes his efforts during
the battle :—
. ) @8y
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« On arriving at the point indicated, I found myself within musket
range of about three thousand Mexican infantry, while their battery,
three hundred yards on my left, was pouring in heavy discharges
of grape and canister. I opened the fire against the infantry and
lancers with tremendous effect. Every shot, whether canister or
shell, seemed to tell. The enemy wavered and fell back. I ad-
vanced on him about fifty yards. He was strongly reinforced, until,
in fact, I found his main body pressing on me. The pieces were
admirably served, but failed any longer to check his advance. Every
‘gap in the Mexican ranks was closed as soon as made. On locking
round at this moment, I discovered that the tremendous cross-fire of
the enemy had forced the regiment ordered to my support to fall
back. Deeming it useless to remain-alone, and sacrifice my pieces
needlessly, I waited till the enemy came still closer, and then gave
the order to limber up and retire, I found timt all the horses and
all the cannoneers of the Mexican four-pounders were either killed
or disabled. The other pieces were in but little better condition. I
succeeded, however, in withdrawing them, and retired to our line.

% On arriving there, I had not a cannoneer to work the guns. All
had been disabled or killed. Finding it impossible to replace them,
either from the other batteries or from any other source, I was com-
pelled to return to your battery, which was guarding the pess at the
foot of the heights. .

“You then furnished me with two six-pounders, with which I
again ascended to the battle-ground. I then found myself opposed
to & strong line of the Mexican infantry and cavalry, and to one of
their heavy batteries. I was supported by a body of infantry, posted
in two ravines on my right and left. The remainder of our artillery
and infantry were engaged with the enemy about half a mile or
more to our left. 'We kept the enemy in check, while our troops
on the left drove the body opposed to them round the head of the
ravine, where they united with those against whom I was firing.
At this moment, I received orders to push my section forward. I
advanced, and again opened a heavy fire. The enemy was strongly
reinforced by infantry and lancers. Finding themselves so superior
in numbers by their junction with this reinforcement, and with their
troops driven from our left, they advanced. The position of things
now appeared very critical. If the enemy succeeded in forcing our
position at this poirt * “-y was their's. There was no other ar-
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tillery opposed to them but my section and one other piece. It was
allimportant to maintain our ground until bur artillery came round
the ravine from the plain on our left and joined us. I therefore de-
termined to hold my post.till the enemy reached the muzzles of my
guns. The firing from the section became more and more destruc-
tive as the enemy advanced. It repelled a body of lancers which
was about charging en the Dlinois mgiment. My own loss was
severe. I had had two horses shot under me; the one I was then
on was wounded and limping. I bed received a wound in the leg.
All my cannoneers, except a few recruits who bad joined some days
before, wers killed or disabled. In the midet of this heary fire, with
hotwes and men dropping sround them, the few reoyuits whe-were fit
for duty lost:their presence of mind ; and I found it impossible, with
sll my efforts, 10 keep them 10 their guns. I remaised with the
picees 1o the Inst, until the enemy came within a few yards of them,
when I was forced to retire for want of a singls cannoneer to load or
fire. I was, however, delighted to find that I had masintained my -
ground sefficiently long to cause the victory to be secured ; for, at
this moment, the rest of our artillery arrived, and came into action.
«You are, sir, well aware that it is often the duty of an artillery
officer to mcrifice his pieces for the safety of other troops. Such
was my position. I could have saved the guns, had I withdrawn
them earlier; bat, in such case, the day might, pechaps, have been
“.”



COLONEL CROGHAN.

Corowst, Georer Croenax was born November 16th, 1791, at
Locust Grove, pear the falls of the Ohio, Kentucky. His father
served under Washington in the revolutionary war. His early life
was spent in study; and in 1808 he entered William and Mary
College. On the 4th of July, 1810, be gudunted a8 bachelor of
arts, with distinguished honours. - -

WhenGweanarnmeommenoedhneampugnagnmthe
Indians in the north-west, young Croghan entered his army as a
volunteer, and was appointed one of the general's aids. As such,
he assisted at the battle of Tippecanoe, where he won admiration
from both officers and men by his coolness and gallantry. .In con-
sequence of our difficulties with England, he expressed a desire to
join the army; and by the earnest recommendation of Generals
Boyd and Harrison, he was appointed [March 12th, 1812] captain
in the 17th infantry. He was then but nineteen years old. He

commanded for a short time at Fort Defiance, and was with Har-

rison during the attack on Fort Meigs, where he executed several
brilliant charges on the ‘enemy in their retreat. He was rewarded
by a majority, and stationed at Fort Stephenson, with orders from
General Harrison to destroy the stores and abandon the fort should
the enemy appear. Ascertaining that an attack was intended, he
disobeyed orders, and immortalized his name. His noble deter-
mination was thus expressed in a letter to a friend. “I expect an
attack. I will defend this post to the last extremity. I have just
sent away the women and children, that I may be able to act with-
out encumbrance. Be satisfied. I hope to do my duty. The ex-
ample set me by my revolutionary kindred is before me—let me dis
rather than prove unworthy of their name.” He contmued o labour

day and ri~h+ ~ the fart, in order to put it in the best state of de-
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feace. His garrison consisted of but one hundred and thirty-three
effective men. The works covered one acre; the pickets were ten
feet high, surrounded by a ditch, with a blockhouse at each angle,
one of which contained a six-pounder.

On the 1st of August, General Proctor, with five hundred regu-
lars and seven hundred Indians, appeared before the fort and sur-
rounded it. He then sent a summons to surrender, stating, that in
case of resistance, the whole garrison would be massacred. Crogban
replied, that he was willing to be buried with the fort, but ‘not to
surrender. At the reception of this answer, Proctor immediately
opened his fire. The assault continued during that and part of the
following day, and consisted of a series of heary cannonadings, and
sapid charges. To counteract the first, the major placed bags of
flour, sand, &c., 50 that the picketings sustained no injury. Five
bundred men then advanced to storm the works. They were
severely galled by small arms, until they reached the ditch, when
the six-pounder, doubly charged with balls and slugs, and which
'lud hitberto been masked, opened upon them, raking the ditch from -

end to end, and sweeping dewn all in it, except eleven. The officers
endeavoured to rally the remainder of the column, but it retired in
disorder to a neighbouring wood, leaving behind one hundred and
fitty regulars kLilled, and a number of allies. The American loss
was one killed, seven alightly wounded.

For this brilliant affair, Croghan was raised to the rank of lieu-
tenant-colonel, in which capacity he served during the remainder
of the war.

Colonel Croghan resigned his commission in tho army March
31st, 1817. Ip May of the same year, he was married to a daugh-
ter of John R. Livingston, Eaq., of New York. On the 2Ist of
December, 1825, he was appointed colonel and inspector-general in
the regular army, in which capacity he serves in the Mexican war.
General Taylor mentions him, in a very flattering manner, for his
conduct at Monterey.

After the fall of Monterey, Colonel Croghan was ordered to the
United States, to attend to some duties connected with his office in
the army.

23



CAPTAIN LINCOLN.

WE cannot close the series of General Taylor's officers more ap-
propriately, than by a notice of him of whom the general himself
says :—« We have to lament the death of Captain George Lincols,
Assistant Adjutant-General, serving in the staff of General Wool—a
young officer of high bearing and approved gallantry, who fell early
in the action.”

When the news of his death was received at Massachusetts, his
Dative state, it caused the deepest sensation. Being son of the ex-
governor, and a gentleman of the highest promise, thousands knew
his worth and mourned his loss. His remains were afierwards
transported to Boston by the Kentucky volunteers, and attended to
their resting-place with great honour. A letter dated Boston,
July, 1847, gives account of the interesting ceremony, of which the
following is the substance :—

«Captain George Lincoln, assistant adjutant-general U. 8. Amy,
who fell mortally wounded at Buena Vista, arrived here in—a boz,
six feet by two. His body was received a few days ago from New
Orleans,. by sea, and deposited in the vault of the old stone chapel,
on School street. Last Thursday morning the remains of the gullant
soldier were taken from the vault at nine o’clock, in a splendid
black walnut coffin, over which hung the American flag, and on the
coffin lay two swords —one, alas! the present, but a few months
ago, from his fellow-townsmen of Worcester. On a neat silver
. plate, upon the coffin, was engraved : )

) GEORGE LINCOLN,
Captain 8th Regiment Infantry, U. S. 4.,
FELL AT BUENA VISTA, MEXICO, FEB. 23d, 1847,
AGED TWENTY-NINE YEARS.

« A grand and imposing military escort were present, to whom
our worthy mayor, Josiah Quincy, Jr., presented the coffin and body,
with the following brief address, which embodies nearly all lhe par
viculars known of his history .

(208)
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MAJOR-GENERAL GAINES.

Bazver Maror-Gzuxzal Epxvnp P. Ganezs is one of the oldest
officers in the American army, his first commission as ensign of in-
fantry bearing date January 10th, 1799. He is a mative of Vir-
givia, and his father was an officer in the army of that state during
the revolutionary war. About the year 1780, he removed to Tex-
nessee, where his early days were passed smid the hardships of a
woodman’s life. During this time, his education was superintend-
ed principally by his mother, who was indefatigable in her atten-
tion to this particular. He afterwards studied mathematics, and
employed his leisure hours in surveying land.

The date of his entering the army has alrcady been given.
During the same year he was appointed as second lieutenant in the
6th infantry. From this period, until 1806, he was employed by
government in various duties, both as surveyor and an officer in the
army. In this year, by order of the president, he arrested the
famous Colonel Burr, whose movements had long countenanced the
opinion that he entertained treasonable designs against the govem-
ment. .

For his fearless promptitude in this affair, Captain Gaines was
appointed United States’ marshal, by President Jefferson, and in
this capacity summoned a number of officers to_attend the trial of
Colonel Burr. The result of this momentous trial-is well known;
Burr was acquitted of the charges preferred against him, and many
individuals incurred the animosity of his friends by the course they
had pursued. Although Captain Gaines acted under, direct otders from
the president, there is every reason to believe that a portion of this
disapprobation fell upon him.

Afier the war had been declared with Great Britain, Gaines (now
advanced to colonal\ wag employed in different expeditions against

the northsw ls;wes afierwards present at the battle
(26 .
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accused of exceeding authority, and summoned to Washington for
trial. A court of inquiry met at Fortress Monroe, July 20th, 1846,
and a thorough investigation took place. The result was the findiag -
of no direct authority for the course pursued by the general, exceptan
honest conviction that he was acting in accordance with the dictates
of duty. Appended to their verdict was the following recommes-
dation :=— ‘

« Having now reported their finding and opinion, the court re-
commend to the favourable consideration of the president, the gool
and patriotic motives, and the public zeal by which, as the comt
believe, General Gaines was actuated in all these transactions, ssd
therefore they recommend that no further proceedings be had in this
m.ﬂ

The matter was accordingly dropped, and General Gaines ro-
stored to that confidence which the public have been ever proud s
repose in him.



'COLONEL JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Arrxz the opening of the Mexican war on the plains of Texas,
General Taylor made large demands to the governors of several
states for reinforcements, to carry on the campaign. -His call was
promptly met, and more than ten thousand men were mustered into
service, and sent to the seat of war. The Mississippi volunteers,
under Colonel Jefferson Davis, marched with General Quitman’s
brigade, joined the Army of Occupation during the summer of 18486,
and proceeded with it to Monterey.

During the three days’ battle before the city, Colonel Dnvm won
the highest applause by bis fearlessness, both within the walls and
while employed to repel the charges of cavalry. His riflemen were
freduently in the thickest battle, between cross-fires, and exposed to
the full action of the enemy’s lancers. He was appointed by General
Taylor one of the commissioners to negotiate a capitulation, and
subsequently became one of the warmest defenders of that measure.
His fame as a soldier and leader is based upon his operations at
Monterey.

The battle of Baena Vista was one in which each officer sustained
at intervals the fortune of the day. This was the case with Colonel
Davis, after the retirement of the 2d Indiana regiment. The Mexi-
can cavalry, elated by their success, rushed down in heavy columns,
with shouts that rang above the din of battle, and in a direction
which would bring them in contact with the Mississippians. Un-
daunted, however, by the formidable arrdy, the colonel threw his
coramand into the form of a V, with the opening toward the enemy,

(271)



26 MAJOR-GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT.

«On the 24th, Licutenant Oliver Hazard Perry, with a zeal
worthy of his illustrious father, ¢the hero of Lake Erie,’ dismounted
one of the waist guns of the *‘Albany,’ & sixty-eight-pounder, pro-
cured a number. of volunteers who would willingly have charged
up to the muzzles of the Mexican cannon with such a leader, and
taking about forty rounds of Paixhan shells, proceeded on shore,
where, after dragging his gun through the sand for three miles, be
arrived at a small fortification, which the engineers had constructed
of sand-bags for him, and there planted his engine of destruction,
in a situation which commanded the whole city of Vera Cruz.
Roused by such a gallant example, guns from each of the other
ships of the squadron were disembarked, and conveyed to the breast-
work, which was as yet concealed from the cyes of the Mexicans,
by being in the rear of an almost impervious chapparal, and in a
short time a most formiduble fortress was completed, which was
styled the Naval Battery.

“At this period, General Scott, having quietly made all his ar-
rangements, while a constant shower of shot and shell were thrown
at his army Ly the enemy, sent a flag of truce, with a summons for
the immediate surrender of the city of Vera Cruz, and the castle
of San Juan d'Ulloa, and with a full understanding that unless his
demand was immediately complied with, an attack would follow.
As a matter of course, the Mexicans, expecting an assault, for which
they were well prepared, and not a bombardment, returned an in-
dignant refusal, and were told that at four o’clock, I’. M., they should
hear farther from us. In the mean time, the chapparal had been
cut away, disclosing the Naval Battery to the gaze of the astonished
Mexicans, and the mortars and heavy artillery, which had been
planted upon the hills overlooking the city, and were ready to vomit
forth their fires of death. Every person was now waiting with
trembling anxiety the commencement of the fray.

“About four o’clock, I. M., while the crews of the squadron were
all at supper, a sudden and tremendous roar of artillery on shore
proclaimed that the battle kad begun.  The tea-things were left to
‘tuke care of themselves,’ and pellmell tumbled sick and well up
the ladders to the spar-duck. I followed with the human tide, and
soon found myself in the fore-top of the ‘Albany,’ and looking
around me, a sublime but terrific sight my clevated perch presented
to the view. Some two hundred sail of vessels were lying imme-
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diately around us, their tope, cross-trees, yards, shrouds —every
thing where a foot-hold could be obtained ~—crowded with human

-beings, clustered like swarming bees in mid-summer on the trees,

gll intently watching the battle. I tumed my eyes on shore. Jowa-
aman bad at last awakened from his slumber, and had set to work

-in earnest. Bomb-shells were flying like hail-stones into Vera Cruz

from every quarter; sulphurous fiashes, ¢clouds of smoke, and the
dull boom of the heavy guns arose from the walls of the city in re-
turn, while ever and anon a red sheet of flame would leap from the
great brass mortars on the ramparts of the grim castle, followed by
a report, which fairly made the earth tremble. The large ships of
the aquadron could not approach near enough to the shore to parti-
cipate in the atiack upon the city, without exposing them to the fire
of the castle ; but all the gun-boats, smail steamors, and every thing
that ‘could be brought to bear upon the enemy, were sent in and
commenced blazing away; a steady stream of fire, like the red
glare of a volcano! This state of things continued until sunset,
when the small vessels were called off'; but the mortars kept throw-
ing shells into the devoted town the live-long night. I was watch-
ing them until after midnight, and it was one of the most striking
displays that I ever beheld.

A huge black cloud of smoke hung like a pall over the American
army, completely concealing it from view ; the Mexicans had ceased
firing, in order to prevent our troops from directing their guns by
the flashes from the walls; but the bombardiers had obtained the
exact range before dark, and kept thundering away, every shell fall-
ing directly into the doomed city. Suddenly, a vivid, lightning-like
flash would gleam for an instant upon the black pall of smoke hang-
ing over our lines, and then as the roar of the great mortar came
borne to our ears, the ponderous shell would be seen to dart upward
like a meteor, and after describing a semi-circle in the air, descend
with a loud crash upon the house-tops, or into the resounding streets
of the fated city. Then, after a brief but awful moment of sus-
pense, a lurid glare, illuminating foran instant the white domes and
grim fortresses of Vera Cruz, falling into ruins with the shock, and
the echoing crash that came borne to our cars, told that the shell
bad exploded, and executed its terrible mission !

« Throughout the whole night these fearful missiles were trvel-
ling into the city in one continued strcam ; but the enemy did not
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return the fire. At day-light, however, the Mexicans again opesed *
their batteries upon our army, with the most determined bravery.

«About eight o’clock, A. M., the gallant Perry and his brave aso-
ciates, having finished the mounting of their guns, and completed
all their arrangements, opened with & tremendous roar the Newd
Battery upon the west side of the city, and were immediately s
swered from four distinct batteries of the enemy. The firm earth
trembled beneath the discharge of these ponderous gums,and the
shot flew like hail into.the town, and were returned with interest
by the Mexicans. Their heavy guns were served with wonderful
precision ; and almost every shot struck the little fort, burst open
the sand-bags of which it was constructed, and covered our beave
officers and men with a cloud of dust. Many shot and shell were
thrown directly through the embrasures ; and to use the expressions
of one of our old tars who had been in several engagements, ¢the
red-skins handled their long thirty-two’s as if they bad been rifles?
Beveral of our men and one officer had fallen, but the remainder of
the brave fellows kept blazing away ; while the forts and ramparts
of the city began to crumble to the earth. This state of things con-
tinued until the twenty-seventh; the army throwing a constant
shower of bombs into the city, and the Naval Battery, (manned
daily by fresh officers and men,) beating down the fortifications, and
destroying every thing within its range, when a flag of truce was
sent out with an offer, which was immediately accepted, of an un-
conditional surrender of the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San
Juan d’Ulloa.”

Before the siege commenced, General Scott had sent printed pass-
ports to the different consuls, and also requested a surrender of the
¢ity, in order to preserve the lives of the non-combatants. These
were disregarded at the time ; but when the siege was in full ope-
ration, he received a communication from the consuls, requesting
that the women and children might be permitted to pass out. His
answer we give in his own words :—

» I enclose a copy of a memorial reccived last night, signed by
the consuls of Great Britain, France, Spain, and Prussia, within
Vera Cruz, asking me to grant a truce to enable the neutrsls, to-
gether with Mexican women and children, to withdraw from the
scene of havoc about them. I shall reply, the moment that an op-
portunity may be taken, to say—1. That a truce can only be granted
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* on the application of Governor Morales, with a view to surrender.
2. That in sending safeguards to the different consuls, beginning as
far back as the 13th inst., I distinctly admonished them—particularly
the French and Spanish consuls—and of course, through the two,
the other consuls, of the dangers that have followed. 8. That al-
though at that date I had already refused to allow any person what-
soever 1o pass the line of investment either way, yet the blockade
bad been left open to the consuls and other neutrals to pass out to
their respective ships of war up to the 22d instant ; and 4th:

“I shall enclose to the memorialists a copy of my summons to
the governor, to show that I had fully considered the impending
hardships and distresses of the place, including those of women and
children, before one gun had been fired in that direction. The in-
tercourse between the neutral ships of war and the city was stopped
at the last-mentioned date by Commodore Perry, with my concur-
rence, which I placed on the ground that the intercourse could not
fail to give to the enemy moral aid and comfort.”

The following were the terms of surrender, finally agreed upon
by Generals Worth and Pillow, and Colonel Totten, on the part of
the Americans, and Villannuera, Herrera, and Robles, on the part
of the Mexicans !

«1. The whole garrison, or garrisons, to be surrendered to the
arms of the United States, as prisoners of war, the 20th instant, at
ten o’clock, A. M. ; the garrisons to be permitted to march ont with
all the honours of war, and to lay down their arms to such officers
as may be appointed by the general-in-chief of the United States’
armies, and at a point to be agreed upon by the commissioners.

«2. Mexican officers shall preserve their arms and private effects,
including horses and horse-furniture, and to be allowed, regular and
irregular officers, as also the rank and file, five days to retire to their
respective homes, on parole, as hereinafier prescribed.

« 3, Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in article 1, the
Mexican flags of the various forts and stations shall be struck, sa-
luted by their own batteries; and, immediately thereafter, Forts
Santiago and Conception, and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, oc
cupied by the forces of the United States.

« 4. The rank and file of the regular portion of the prisoners to
be disposed of after surrender and parole, as their general-in-chief

ge

-
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may desire, and the irregular to be perwmitted %o relusm to ther
homes. The officers, in respect to all arms and descriptions of
force, giving the usual parole, that the seid rank and 6le, as well @
themselves, shall not serve again until duly exchanged.

“5. All the material of war, and all public prapesty of evesy
description found in the city, the castle of San Juan ds Ullos,ssd
their dependencies, to belong to the United States; but the ame
ment of the same (pot injured or destroyed in the further prassee
tion of the actual war) may be considered as liable to be restared
Mexico by a definite treaty of peace. .

46, The sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to remain ia
the city, with such medical officers and attendents, and officess of
thearmyumyheneemrytotbeirmnndmm

«7. Absolute proteetwn is solemnly guarantied to persons ia the
city, and property, and it is clearly understood that no private baild-
ing or property is to be taken or used by the forces of the United
Btates, without previous arrangement with the owners, and for &
fair equivalent.

«8. Absolute freedom of religious worship and ceremonies is
solemnly guarantied.”

General Scott remained about two weeks at Vera Cruz, and then
set out for the capital. On the 17th of April he arrived at the pass
of Sierra Gordo, where General Santa Anna was entrenched with
eleven thousand men. On the same day Scott issued the following
celebrated order :—

% The enemy’s whole line of entrenchments and batteries will be
attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early in the day to-
morrow—probably before ten o’clock, A. M.

% The second (Twiggs’s) division of regulars is already advanced
within easy turning distance towards the enemy’s left. That divi-
sion has orders to move forward before daylight to-morrow, ind take
up position across the National Road to the enemy’s rear, so as to
cut off a retreat towards Jalapa. It may be reinforced to-day, if
unexpectedly attacked in force, by regiments one or two, taken from
Shiclds’s brigade of volunteers. If not, the two volunteer regi-
ments will march for that purpose at daylight to-morrow moring,
under Brigadier-General Shields, who will report to Brigadier-Ge-
neral Twiggs on getting up with him, or the general-in-chief, if be
be in advance.

(4
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«The lemnining regiment of that volunteer brigade will receive
instructions in the course of this day.

«The first division of regulars (Worth's) will follow the move-
ment against the enemy’s loft at sunrise to-morrow morning

« As already arranged, Brigedier-General Pillow’s bngude will
march at six o'cloek to-morrow morning along the route be has care-
fully reconnoitred, and stand ready as soon as he hears the report
of arms on our right— sooner, if circamstances should favour him
—40 pierce the enemy’s line of batteries at such point—the nearer
the river the Qetter—as he may select. Once in the rear of that
line, he will turn to the right or left, or both, and attack the batteries
in reverse, or if abandoned, he will pursue the enemy with vigour
until further orders.

« Wall's field-battery and the cavalry will be held in reserve on
the National Road, a‘little out of view and range of the enemy s
batteries. They will take up that position at nine o’clock in the
morning.

« The enemy’s batteries being carried or abandoned, all our divi-
sions and corpe will pursue with vigour.

«This pursuit may be continued many miles, until stopped by
darkness, or fortified positions towards Jalapa. Consequently, the
body of the army will not return to this encampment, but be fol-
lowed to-morrow afiernoon, or early the next morning, by the bag-
gage trains for the several corps. For this purpose, the feebler offi-
cers and men of each corps will be left to guard its camp and eflects,
and to load up the latter in the wagons of the corps.

“ As so0n as it shall be known that the enemy’s works bave been
carried, or that the general pursuit has been commenced, one wagon
for each regiment, and one for the cavalry, will follow the move-
ment, to receive, under the directions of medical officers, the
wounded, who will be brought back to this place for treatment in
the general hospital.

«The surgeon-general will organize this important service and
designate that hospital, as well as the medical officers to be left at
that place.

«Every man who marches out to attack or pursue the enemy
will take the usual allowance of ammunition, and subsistence for at

" least two days.”
This document is famous for its exact delineation of every move-
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place, severely wounded; and Captain Patten, 2d United States’
anfantry, lost his right hand. ’

« Major Sumner, 2d United States’ dragoons, was slightly wound-
ed the day before, and Captain Johnston, topographical engineers—
mow lieutenant-colone] of infantry—was very severely wounded some
days earlier, while reconnoitring.

«1 must not omit -to add that Captain Mason and 2d Lieutenant
Davis, both of the rifles, were among the very severcly wounded in
storming the same tower. I estimate our total loss, in killed and
wounded, may be about two hundred and fifty, and that of the enemy
three hundred and fifty. In the pursuit towards Jalapa, (twenty-
five miles hence,) I learn we have added much to the enemy’s loss
in prisoners, killed, and wounded. In fact, I suppose his retreating
army to be nearly disorganized, and hence my haste to follow, in an
bour or two, to profit by events.

+ In this hurried and imperfect report, I must not omit to say that
Brigadier-General Twiggs, in passing the mountain range beyond
Cerro Gordo, crowned with the tower, detached from his division,
as 1 suggested before, a strong force to carry that height, which
commanded the Jalapa road at the foot, and conld not fail, if carried,
to cut off the whole, or any part of the enemy’s forces from a retreat

in any direction. A portion of the Ist artillery, under the often-dis-
tinguished Brevet Colonel Childs, the 3d infantry, under Captain
Alexander, the 7th infantry, under Licutenant-Colonel Plymton, and
the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the temporary command
of Colonel Harney, 2d dragoons, during the confinement to his bed
of Brevet Brigadier-General P. F. Smith, composed that detach-
ment. The style of execution, which I had the pleasure to witness,
was most brilliant and decisive. The brigade ascended the long and
difficult slope of Sierra Gordo, without shelter, and under the tre-
mendous fire of artillery and musketry, with the utmost steadiness,
reached the breastworks, drove the encmy from them, planted the
colours of the 1st artillery, 3d and 7th infantry — the enemy’s flag
still flying — and, after some minutes of sharp firing, finished the
conguest with the bayonet.

«It is a most pleasing duty to say that the highest praise is due
to Hamey, Childs, Plymton, Loring, Alexander, their gallant offi-
cers and men, for this brilliant service, independent of the great
results which soon followed.
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« Worth’s division of regulars coming up at this time, he detached
Brevet Licutenant-Colonel C. F. Smith, with his light battalies, to
support the assault, but not in time. The general, reachiig the
tower a few minutes before me, and observing & white flag dingleyed
from the nearest portion of the enemy towards the m
sent out Colonels Harney and Childs to hold a parley. Fhemr
render followed in an hour or two. ol 1

% Major-General Patterson left a sick bed to share in thedmgen
and fatigues of the day; and after the surrender, went. fogmmil ©
command the advanced forces towards Jalapa. Sodx

« Brigadier-General Pillow and his brigade twice m
great daring the enemy’s line of batteries on our left; smdidhongh
without success, they contributed much to distract and d_‘u
immediate opponents.

“President Santa Anna, with Generals Canalizo lni he,
and some six or eight thousand men, escaped towards Jalspa just
before Sierra Gordo was carried, and before Twiggs' division fwached
the National Road above. .

«I have determined to parole the prisoners—officers and men—
as 1 bave not the means of feeding them here, beyond to-day, and
canunot afford to detach a heavy body of horse and foot, with wagons,
to accompany them to Vera Cruz.  Our baggage train, though -
creasing, is not yet half large enough #o give an assured progress to
this army. Besides,a greater number of psisoners would, probably,
cscape from the escort in the long and dvep sandy road, withont
subsistence — ten to one — that we shall find again, out of the same
body of men, in the ranks opposcd to us. Not one of the Vem
Cruz prisoners is believed to have been in the lines of Sierra Gordo.
Some six of the officers, highest in rank, refuse to give their paroles,
except to go to Vera Cruz, and thence, perhaps, to the United
States. -

“'The small arms and their accoutrements, being of no valus to
our army here or at home, I have ordered them to be destroyed, for
we have not the means of transporting them. I am also somewhat
~mbarrassed with the picces of artillery—all bronze—which
we have captured. It will take a brigade, and balf the mules of this
army to transport them fifty miles. A field battery I shall take for
scrvice with the army ; but the heavy metal must be collected, and
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left here for the present. We have our own siege-train and the
proper carriages with us.

« Being much occupied with the prisoners, and all the details of
a forward movement, besides looking to the supplies which are to
follow from Vera Cruz, I have time to add no more — intending to
be at Jalapa early to-morrow. We shall not, probably, again meet
with serious opposition this side of Perote — certainly not, unless
delayed by the want of means of transportation.

«] invite attention to the accompanying letter to President Sauta
Anna, taken in his carriage yesterday; also to his proclamation,
issued on hearing that we had captured Vera Cruz, &c., in which
he says :—If the enemy advance one step more, the national inde-
pendence will be buried in the abyss of the past.’ We have taken
that step.

“One of the principal motives for parohug the prisoners of war
is, to diminish the resistances of other garrisons in our march.”

After the capture of Puebla by General Worth, [May 15th,] the
army remained there until the 7th of August, when it commenced
its march for the Mexican capital. An excellent description of this
march, and of the great battles consequent upon it, is given by a
perticipator.

« We left Puebla on the moming of the 7th, and entered upon a
beautiful rolling country of great fertility, supplying with its gar-
dens the inhabitants of Puebla with food, and surrounded by lofty
mountains, some of which were covered with snow. Our road was
gradually ascending, and so good that on looking back from the
head of the column our train could be seen for miles in rear, dotting
with its snow-whije tops the maguey-covered plain. On our left
was Popocatapetl and Iscatafet], the snow on their not distant tops
rendering the air quite chilly. General Scott did not leave with us,
but came on the next day with Captain Kearny’s dragoons.

«The second day’s march was like the first, gradually ascending,
passing through defiles, narrow passes, and over deep chasms, where
a more determined enemy might have seriously annoyed us by
merely making use of the obstacles Nature everywhere presented.
Thick woods of the finest forest-trees were abundant, and the rugged
mature of the country would readily carry one back to the northern
parts of New England, or the passes of the ¢ Noich.” Here and
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there beautiful little lakes were interspersed in: the- dewp valloya/
and the clearness and coldness of their waters wese aluaast insvejible.

“The third day we were to encounier the ysuch-vanunted pess of
¢ Rio Frio,’ and also the passage of the mountain whick wes v bid
us 10 the El Dorado of our hopes, the great plain’ of Menics. G
march was to be long and difficult, and three o’clogk saw us wadw
way, with heart and hopes full of the prospect befovs: ss. Ths
dreaded defile is resched and passed. The mountaine wiyich shia
tho road on the left here close upon it for sbout u mile, over
hanging and enfilading it completely, and affording with their et
most excellerit coverings for an enemy’s marksmen. ‘The sewip
cut trees and long range of breastworks thrown up en-the cnst,
showed us that preparations had been made, while oumerons pase
pets with embrasures in the logs, taught us what might have tem
done. But no men were there; the muskets snd cesnen wer
gone. Valencia, with six thousand Mexicans, was full « day's
march ahead, making for Mexico with a speed which betrayed home-
sickness. Rio Frio was found to be a little stream pouring down
from the Spow mountain,-of icy coldness and crystal purity. Afiee
a slight pause for refreshment, we commenced our ascent of the
ridge which separates the plains of Puebla and Mexico, the former
of which it had hitherto skirted. For several long miles we toiled
up the hill, only recompensed for our labour by what we hoped 1
attain at last. When all were pretty nearly worn out, a sudden
turn in the road brought to our view a sight which none can ever
forget. The whole vast plain of Mexico was before us. The cold
ness of the air, which was most sensibly felt at this great height,
our fatigue and danger were forgotten, and our eyes were the oaly
sense that thought of enjoyment. Mexico, with its lofty steeples
and its chequered domes, its bright reality, and its former fame, its
modern splendour and its ancient magnificence, was before us;
while around on every side its thousand lakes seemed like silver
stars on a velvet mantle.

« We encamped that night at the base of the mountain, with the
enemy's -scouts on every side of us. The next day we reached
Ayotla, only fifteen miles from Mexico by the Nationa! Road, which
we bad hitherto been following. Here we halted until Generals
Quitman, Pillow, and Worth, with their divisions, should come up,
‘We were separated from the city by the marshes which surround
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assistance of both men and mules. The next was nearly the same,
except that the road was, if possible, worse than before, as the Mexi-
cans had blocked it up with large stones, rolled down from te
neighbouring hills. This night we encamped at a most beantifd
olive grove, of immense size, and accommodating at once both divk
sions. In the town, as well as in Chalco, there are still standing
the churches of the Indians, where the fire-worshippers assembled
before Cortez had introduced a new religion. They are large and
sombre edifices, differing but little from the churches of this eountry,
and, being near the city, are said to have been formerly resorted
by the ancieat kings.

“The next day we arrived in sight of the rest of the atmy, sad
heard the guns with which Worth was breaching the walls of San
Antonio. That night the news of the death of Captain Thorntos,
of the 2d dragoons, reached*us. He was a brave officer and a tho-
rough gentleman, but was always unfortunate in his military career.

¢ On the morning of the 18th, we left the little village where-we
bad heard this sad news, and took the road to San Juan, about
seven miles to the west, and only about ten miles from the city.
When we arrived here we heard the sound of Ge »
guns, who w *» sitacked Sen Lugusti ]

[ S
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the skirmishers thrown forward to Jode (hei¢ relative positide; as wéll
s the column. Abeut foar, the baltery got in pebition wmder & sout
m:dcmaﬁnofgnpo,mnm.nl reund-aiot, Hdlhﬁﬂi-
riority of the memys pieces rendered our Sré tugatory. WA

get but tAree pieces in battery, wh:hllleyhdm

them three times the calibre of ours, mmmuw
lbmdlmwkudthoymmm

every discharge they laid fiat dowa to avoid &mdﬂl“
sprung up fo serve the guns. At the end of thal Hinis, tw8 of i
guns werp dismounted, and we badly hurt : thirteet of thi hésis
were killed and disabled, and fifteen of the catioticy kiid dnd
wounded, The regiment was then recalled. The lanicets had beest
vepoiled in throe successive charges. The 3d infantry eisd fut setih
Jery had sled engaged and successfully repelled the esienwy’s olij-
mishers without loding either officers or men. The greatest haot had
been at the batterips. Officers looked gloomy for the first day’s gt
but the brigade was formed, and General Smith ia person tosk cer-
wand. All felt revived, and followed him with 4 yell, as, creeping
Jow to avoid the grape, (which was coming very fast,) we made ¢
circuit in rear of the batteries ; and, passing off to the right, we were
soon lost to view in the chapparal and cactus.

« Passing over the path that we scrambled through, behol ws-at
ahnost six o’clock in the evening, tired, hungry, and sorrowful,
emerging from the chaparral and crossing the road between it and
Valencia. Here we found Cadwalader and his brigade already
formed, and discovered Riley's brigade skirmishing in rear of the
enemy’s works. Valencia was ignorant of our appreach, and we
were as yet safe. In front of us was Valencia, strongly entrenched
on a hill-side and surrounded by a regular field-work, concealed fromt
us by.an orchard in our rear. Mendoza, with a column of six
thousand, was in the road, but thinking us to be friends. On out
right was a large range of hills whose continued ctest was paralfel
to the road, and in which were formed in line of battle five thousand
of the best Mexican cavalry. On our left we were separated from
our own forces by an almost impassable wilderness, and it was now
twilight. Even Smith looked round for help. Suddenly a thon-
sand vivas came across the hill-side like the yells of praitie wolves
in the dead of night, and the squadrons on our right formed for
charging. Smith is himself again! « Face t0 the rear!” « Wait
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till you see their red caps, and then give it to them!” Furiously
they came on a few yards, then changed their minds, and, disgusted
~ at our cool reception, retired to their couches.

On the edge of the road, between us and Valencia, a Mexican
hamlet spread out, with its mud huts, large orchards, deep-cut roads,
and a strong church ; and through the centre of this hamlet ran a
path parallel to the main road, but concealed from it; it is nearly a
mile long. In this road Smith’s and Riley’s brigade bivouacked.
Shields, who came up in the night, lay in the orchard, while Cad-
walader was nearest the enemy’s works. As we were within range
of their batteries, which could enfilade the road in which we lay,
we built a stone breastwork at either end to conceal ourselves from
their view and grape. 'T'here we were, completely surrounded by
the enemy, cut off from our communications, ignorant of the ground,
without artillery, weary, dispirited, and dejected. We were a dis-
heartened set. With Santa Anna and Salas’s promise of “ no quar-
ter,” a force of four to one against us, and one half defeated already,
no succour from Puebla, and no news from General Scott, al: seemed
dark. Buddenly the words came whispered along, “ we storm at
midnight.” Now we are ourselves again! Bat what a horrible
night! There we lay, t0o tired to eat, too wet to sleep, in the mid-
dle of that muddy road, officers and men side by side, with a heavy
min pouring down upon us, the officers without blankets or over-
coats, (they had lost them in coming across,) and the men worn out
with fatigue. About midnight the rain was so heavy that the
streams in the road flooded us, and there we stood crowded together,
drenched and benumbed, waiting till daylight.

At half-past three the welcome word « fall in” was passed down,
and we commenced our march. The enemy’s works were on a
hill-side, behind which rose other and slightly higher hills, separated
by deep ravines and gullies, and intersected by streams. The
whole face of the country was of stiff clay, which rendered it almost
impossible to advance. We formed our line about a quarter of a
mile from the enemy’s works, Rilcy’s brigade on our right. At
about four we started, winding through a thick orchard which effec-
tually concealed us, even had it not been dark, debouching into a
deep ravine which ran within about five hundred yards of the work,
snd which carried us directly in rear and out of sight of their batte-
gies, At dawn of day we realgl‘led our place after incredible exer.

4+ )
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tions, and got ready for our charge. The men threw off their wet
blankets and looked to their pieces, while the officers got ready for
a rush, and the first smile that lit up our faces for twelve hours boded
but little good for the Mexicans. On the right, and opposite the
right of their work, was Riley’s brigade of the 2d and 1st infantry
and 4th artillery, next the rifles, then the 1st artillery and 3d infen-
try. In rear of our left was Cadwalader's brigade, as a support,
with Bhields’s brigade in rear as a reserve—the whole division an
der command of General Smith, in the abeence of General Twiggs.
They had a smooth place to rush down on the enemy’s work, with
the brow of the hill to keep under until the word wes given.

«At last, just at daylight, General Smith slowly walking up, asked
il all was ready. A look answered him. ¢ Men forward” And
we did ¢ forward.” Springing up at once, Riley’s brigade opened,
when the crack of a hundred rifles startled the Mexicans from their
astonishment, and they opened their fire. Useless fire ! for we were
#0 close that they overshot us, and, before they could turn their
pieces on us we were on them. Then such cheers arose as you
never heard. The men rushed forward like demons, yelling and
firing the while. The carnage was frightful, and, though they fired
sharply, it was of no use, The earthen parapet was cleared in an
instant, and the blows of the stocks could be plainly heard mingled
- with the yells and groans around, Just before the charge was made,
a large body of lancers came winding up the road leoking most
splendidly in their brilliant uniforms. They never got to the worl,
but turned and fled. In an instant all was one mass of confusion,
each trying to be foremost in the flight. The road was literally
blocked up, and, while many perished by their own guns, it was
almost impossible to fire on the mass from the danger of killing our
own men. Some fled up the ravine on the left, or on the right, and
many of these were slain by turning their own guns on them. To-
wards the city the rifles and 2d infantry led off the pursuit. Seeing
that a large crowd of the fugitives were jammed up in a pass in
the road, some of our men ran through the comfield, and by thus
heading them off and firing down upon them, about thirty men took
over five hundred prisoners, nearly a hundred of them officers.
After disarming the prisoners, as the pursuit had ceased, we went

bl to the fort, where we found our troops in full possession, and
complete,
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“ We found that the enemy’s position was much stronger than
we had supposed, and their artillery much larger and more abun-
doot. Our own loss was small, which may be accounted for by
their perfect surprise at our charge, as to them we appeared as if
rising out of the earth, 80 unperceived was our approach. Our loss
was one officer killed, Captain Hanson of the 7th infantry, and
Lieutenant Van Buren of the rifles shot through the leg, and about
fifty men killed and wounded. Their force consisted of eight thou-
sand men, under Valencia, with a reserve, which had not yet arrived,
under Santa Aana. Their loss, as since ascertained, was as follows:
Killed and buried since the fight, seven hundred and fifty ; wound-
ed, one thousand, and fifteen hundred prisovers, exclusive of officers,
including four generals—Salas, Mendoza, Garcia, and Guadalupe—
in addition to dozens of colonels, majors, captains, &c. We captured
in all on the hill twenty-two pieces of cannon, including five eight-
inch howitsers, two long eightecns, three long sixteens, and several
of twelve and eight inches, and also the two identical six-pounders
captured by the Mexicans at Buena Vista, taken from Captain
‘Washington’s battery of the 4th artillery. The first officer who
saw them happencd to be the officer of the 4th, sclected by General
Scott to command the new battery of that regiment, Captain Drum,
In addition were taken immense quantities of ammumtion and mus-
kets; in fact, the way was strewed with muskets, escopcts, lances, ,
and flags for miles. Large quantities of horses and mules were also
captured, though large numbers were killed.

«'Thus ended the glorious baule of Contreros, in which two thou-
sand men, under General P. F. Smith, completely routed and de-
stroyed an army of eight thousand men, under General Valencia,
with Santa Anna and a force of twenty thousand men, within five
miles.  Their army was so completely routed that not fifteen hun-
dred men rejoined Santa Anna and participated in the gecond bat-
tle. Most people would have thought that a pretty good day’s work.
Not so. We had only saved ourselves, not conquered Mexico, and
men’s work was before us yet.

“At eight A. M. we formed again, and General Twiggs having
taken command, we started on the road to Mexico. We had hardly
marched a mile before we were sharply fired upon from both sides
of the road, and our right was deployed to drive the enemy in. We
soon found that we had caught up with the retreating party, from
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the very brisk firing in front, and we drove them through the litle
town of San Angelo, where they had been halting in force. About
half a mile from this town we entered the suburbs of another called
San Katherina, when a large party in the church-yard fired on the
head of the column, and the balls came right among us. Our men
kept rushing on their rear and cutting them down, until a discharge
of grape-shot from a large piece in front drove them back to the
column. In this short space of time five men were killed, ten taken
prisoners, and a small colour captured, which was carried the rest
of the day.
- % Meanwhile General Worth had made a demonstration on San
Antonio, where the enemy was fortified in a strong hacienda ; but
they retired on his approach to Churubusco, where the works were
decmed impregnable. They consisted of a fortified hacienda, which
was surrounded by a high and thick wall on all sides. Inside the
wall was a stone building, the roof of which was flat and higher
than the walls. Above all this was a stone church, still higher than
the vest, and having a large steeple. The wall was pierced with
loop-holes, and so arranged that there were two tiers of men firing
at the same time. They thus had four different ranges of men firing
at once, and four ranks were formed on each range, and placed at
such a height that they could not only overlook all the surrounding
~country, but at the same time they had a plunging fire upon us.
Outside the hacienda, and completely commanding the avenues of
approach, was a field-work extending around two sides of the fort,
and protected by a deep wet ditch, and armed with seven large
picces. This hacienda is at the commencement of the causeway
leading to the western gate of the city, and had to be passed beforc
getting on the road. About three hundred yards in rear of this
work another field-work had been built where a cross-road meets
the causeway, at a point where it crosses a river, thus forming a
bridge head, or téte de pont. This was also very strong, and armed
with three large pieces of cannon. The works were surround-
ed on every side by large corn-ficlds, which were filled with the
encmy’'s skirmishers, so that it was difficult to make a reconnoissance.
It wus therefore decided to make the attack immediately, as they
were full of men, and cxtended for nearly a mile on the road to the
city, completely covering the causeway. The attack commenced
about ane, . M. General Twiggs's division attacked on the sidu
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and stores. Santa Anna, in his report, states his loss in “killed,

wounded, and missing at twelve thousand. He bas only sighteta

_ thousand left out of thirty thousand, which he g’l\u s 'his tuua
the 20th in both actions.

“Thus ended the battle of Churubusco, one of the lnuﬁliﬁ
and deadly, for its length, of any of the war. For reasons which
- he deemed conclusive, General Scott did not  enter the city that
night, but encamped on the battle-field, abont four miles fhom ‘the
western gate of the city. The next day a flag of truce came el
and propositions were made which resulted in an sarmistice, -

« Menawhile, the army is encamped in the villages arcwsd Ge
city, recruiting from their fatigue and nursiug the sick and wounded.
There are but few sick, and the wounded are gemng along o
fortably in their hospitals.

The New Orleans Delta has the following murln on thesd
battles :

«Never have there been exhibited in one day so many individea!
instances of heroic courage, indomitable valour, and detérmination
in overcoming great and apparently insurmountable obstacles. From
one end of the army to the other there prevailed but one feeling and
one resolve, and " that was victory or death. Our officers set noble
examples to their men, which were imitated with as mnch cool de-
termination as they were set. There was no faltering, no holding
back, and there is no corps or command but acquitted itself with
honour to themselves and credit to the country. The regulams
added new laurels to those already acquired, and the volunteers
bave given a repetition of the noble bearing of their countrymen e
the bloody field of Buena Vista. South Carolina chivalry and the
sons of the Empire State have inscribed their names on the roll of
fame, and will return home bright ornaments to the states from
whence t.hey came.

“The Mexicans alsd fought as they never fought before ; they
strongly resisted us at every point, and contested every inch with
the strongest determination and even to desperation. They knew
that their capital and their all depended upoun the issue, and with
this knowledge and thus prompted, they threw themselves into the
breach as no person ever expected they would—and one of the best

ences of this is the number of killed and wounded on both sides.
General Scott, at the head of our army during the engagement,
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sioners were appointed by Santa Ansa to confor srith these #d
the American army, named by General Scot. The fellowing tem
of a preparatory armistics were concloded by these gentiomeno-

« Axr. 1. Hostilities shall instantly and sheclutely csass betien
the armies of the United States of Amervica and the United Ml |
States, within thirty leagues of the espital of the latter sttayh
allow time to the commissioners appointed by the United Sumail
thmbhnwwhlmw"

“3 '.l‘ln armistice shall coutinne ss long e ﬁt commaimisam
of the two governments may be engaged on negotiations, or il
the commander of either of the said armies shall give formsl asine
to the other:of the cessation of the mﬂhm
hours after such notics.

3. In the mean time mhrmynhnﬂ.wnhnthnyhp-‘
the city of Mexico, commence any new fortification or miliery
work of offence or defence, or do- anything to enlarge or
any existing work or fortification of that character within the ssid
limits,

4, Neither army shall be reinforced within the same. Any rein-
forcements in troops or munitions of war, other than subsistencs '
pow approaching either army, shall be stopped at the distance of
twenty-eight leagues from the city of Mexico.

45. Neither army or any detachment from it, shall advance b
yond the line it at present occupies.

46. Neither army, nor any detachment or individual of either,
shall pass the neutral limits established by the last article, exoept
under a flag of truce bearing the correspondence between the twe
armies, or on the business authorized by the next article, and indi-

" viduals of either army who may chance to straggle within the new-
tral limits shall, by the opposite party, be kindly wamned off or sent
back to their own armies under flags of truce.

7. The American army sball not by violence obstract the pas
sage, from the open country into the city of Mexico, of the ordinary
supplies of food necessary to the consumption of its inhabitants or
the Mexican army within the city ; nor shall the Mexican authori-
ties, civil or military, do any act to obstruct the passage of supplies
from the city or the country needed by the American army.

“8. All American prisoners of war remaining in the hands of the
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Mexican army, and not heretofore exchanged, shall immediately, or
as soon as practicable, be restored to the American army, against a
like number, having regard to rank, of Mexican prisoners cuptured
by the American army. .

«9, All American citizens who were established in the city of
Mexico prior to thre existing war, and who have since been expelled
from that city, shall be allowed to return to their respectjve business
or families therein, without delay or molestation.

% 10. The better to enable the belligerent armies to execute these
artiles, and to favour the great object of peace, it is further agreed
between the parties, that any courier with despatches that either
army shall desire to send along the line from the city of Mexico or
its vicinity, to and from Vera Cruz, shall receive a safe conduct from
the commander of the opposing army.

% 11. The administration of justice between Mexicans, according
to the general and state eonstitutions and laws, by the local authori-
ties of the towns and places occupied by the American forces, shall
not be obstructed in any manner.

« 12. Persons and property shall be respected in the towns and
places occupied by the American forces. No person shall be mo-
lested in the exercise of his profession ; nor shall the services of any
one be required without his consent. In all cases where services
are voluntarily rendered a just price shall be paid, and trade remain
unmolested.

# 13. Those wounded prisoners who may desire to remove to
some more convenient place, for the purpose of being cured of their
wounds, shall be allowed to do so without molestation, they still re-
maining prisoners.

« 14. The Mexican medical officers who may wish to attend the
wounded shall have the privilege of doing so if their services be
required. -

« 15, For the more perfect execution of this agreement, two com-
missioners shall be appointed, one by each party, who in case of
disagreement shall appoint a third.

« 16. This convention shall have no force or effect unless approved
by their Excellencies, the commanders respectively of the two
armies, within twenty-four hours, reckoning from the 6th hour of
the 23d day of August, 1817.”

These articles were signed by Generals Quitman, P. F. Smith,

5












OPINIONS RESPECTING THE ARMISTICE. 53

' conduct was not only foolish, but, in view of the consequences which
they ascribe to it, criminal. To him they impute the delay in cap-
turing the city, the failure of the negotiations, and the subsequent
loss of life in the combats that ensued from the 8th to the 14th of
September. Bowing, as we do, with becoming deference to opi-
nions so carefully formed, and so fearlessly promulgated, we yet beg
leave to suggest, that before General Scott i§ finally condemned, it
would be as well to wait for further information ; and, before he is
even arraigied at the bar of public opinion for an alleged offence,
it would be no more than fair to examine closely the information
which we already possess.

«In the advance upon Mexico, the ¢ first line of defence’ of the
city, tonsisting of the strong posts of El Penon and Mexicalcingo,
was avoided by a detour to the left, around the head of Lalke Chalco.
This movement began on the 15th of August, and, owing to the
broken nature of the country and the necessity of cutting a road for
many miles, it was a work of great toil and hardship. It was, how-
ever, accomplished in two days, and on the 18th our troops were in
a posilion to act against Contreros and Churubusco, forming with
the secondary works in their neighbourhood ¢the second line of de-
fence.” On the 19th, the movement was made against Contreros.
Of the prolonged and difficult operations of that day, through dense
chapparal, along rocky and precipitous paths, and amid constant
combat and peril, it is not necessary to speak, for all will recollect
the truthful descriptions which we have already published. To this
day of toil and danger succeeded one of the most dismal nights ex-
perienced in that climate. The storm is described as terrific. "The
soldiers might perchance have snatched a morsel of food, but a mo-
ment’s sleep was impossible. Under these circumstances, Contreros
was captured and Valencia’s force dispersed early in the morning,
and the battle of Churubusco closed, and the second line of defence
was carried after the most desperate and bloody engagement of the
war at five o’clock in the afiernoon. Now the first question that
arises is, could General Scott have entered Mexico on the night of
the 20th? His soldiers had been watching, marching, fasting, and
fighting for more than thirty-six hours; over a thousand of his
emall force were killed or disabled, and the heights of Chapultepec
and the line of the garitas were still before him, capable, as was
afterwards shown, of making a strong defence. How easy socver

[+ 3
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the achievement may scem to an editor in his closet, we apprehead
that it was a labour not to be undertaken by a geoeral in the field.
The Mexican army which defended Churubusco, though defeated,
was not destroyed ; it retreated towards the third and strongest live
of defence, and was, or could easily have been, rallied behind in
batteries. For General Scott to have attempted to enter Mexico o
the night of the 20th of August, it appears to us would bave beea
an act of desperation which nothing could have justified but the ex-
ceedingly improbable result of success. Had he undertaken it and
failed, the warriors of the quill would have been the first to discover
and expose the madness of the act. They would have inquired
why he could not bave waited until morning; why, with balf-fam-
ished and exhausted troops, with the wounded calling for assistance,
the dead unburied, and the living scarce able to drag one leg after
the other, he had marched against strong works and a densely pope-
lated city, when one night's rest would have quadrupled the efli-
ciency of his force? And the voice of censure would have beea
as general as it would probably have been deserved.

“The conclusion has thus been forced upon us, that Genenl
Scott was obliged to pause for breath after the continued operations
of the 19th and 20th, which terminated in the terrible slaughter of
Churubusco.

“But that same evening he reccived a flag of truce from the
enemy, asking for an armistice and proposing peace. Representa-
tions were at the same time made to him by those connected with
the British Embassy, that there was every probability that negotia-
tions would terminate favourably and honourably to all parties. The
American commander was placed in a position of great delicacy
and responsibility. It was his ardent desire to terminate the war,
spare the lives of his soldiers, and avoid the infliction of unaeces-
sary injury, even upon the foe. e had good reason to believe that
by granting the armistice all these objects would be atwained ; and
he did grant it, making it terminable in forty-eight hours. What
would have been said of himm had he refused? He must, in that
case, either have taken the city or failed in the attempt. If the
former, we would have heen precisely in the condition in which we
are at present, and General Scott would have been accused of sac-
rificing the lives of his countrymen, and unnecessarily prolonging

1o promote his own ambitious aims, and gratify the perni-
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or gatcs, over arches — each of which we found defended by a sys-
tem of strong works, that seemed to require nothing but some men
and guns (0 be impregnable.
., “Outside and within the crose-fires of those gates, we found to
the south other obstacles but little less formidable. All the approaches
.pear the city are over elevated causeways, cut in many places (to
.oppose us) and flanked, on both sides, by ditches, also of unusual
dimensions The numerous croes-roads are flanked, in like manner,
baving bridges at the intersections, recently broken. The meadows
thus checkered, are, moreover, in many spots, under water or
.marshy; for, it will be remembered, we were in the midst of the
,wet season, though with less rain than usual, and we could not wait
_for the fall of the neighbouring lakes and the consequent drainage
.of the wet grounds at the edge of the city—the lowest in the whole
) @ “ After a close personal survey of the southern gates, covered by
Pillow’s division and Riley’s brigade of Twiggs® — with four times
.our numbers concentrated in our immediate front—I determined, on
.the 11th, to avoid that net-work of obstacles, and to seek, by a sudden
inversion, to the south-west and west, less unfavourable approaches.

«To economize the lives of our gallant officers and men, as well
as 10 insure success, it became indispensable that this resolution

.should be long masked from the enemy ; and, again, that the new
movement, when discovered, should be mistaken for a feint, and the
old as indicating our true and ultimate point of attack.

« Accordingly, on the spot, the 11th, I ordered Quitman’s division
from Coyoacan, to join Pillow by daylight, before the southern gates,
and then that the two major-generals, with their divisions, should,
by night, proceed (two miles) to join e at Tacubaya, where I was
quartered with Worth’s division. Twiggs, with Riley’s brigade,

.and Captains Taylor’s and Steptoe’s field-batteries — the latter of
twelve-pounders — was left in front of those gates, to maneuvre, to
threaten, or to make false attacks, in order to occupy and deceive

.the enemy. Twiggs' other brigade (Smith’s) was left at supporting
distance, in the rear, at San Angel, till the morning of the 13th, and
also to support our general depdt at Miscoac. The stratagem against
the south was admirably exccuted throughout the 12th and down to

_the afternoon of the 13th, when it was too late for the enemy to re-

,cover from the effects of his delusion.
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« The first step in the new movement was to earry Chapultepec,
a nataral and istlated mound of great elevation, stroagly fortified ot
its base, on its acclivities and beights. Besides a aumerons gamixs,
there was the military college of the republic, with a large Wamber
of sub-lieatenants and other-stadents. Those works were witha
direct gunehot of the village of Tacubaya; snd, umil carried, w
could not approach the city on the west, without making a tircsit
too wide and too hazardous.

«In the course of the same night, (that of the 11th,) heavy be-
teries, within easy raziges, were established. No. 1, on our right,
under the command of Captain Drum, 4th artiiery, {relieved ks
wext day, for some hours, by Licutenant Andrews of the 8d,) nd
No. 2, comminded by Lisutenant Hagner, ordnance«both sapport-
ed by Quitnran’s division. Nos. 8 and 4, on the opposite side, vap-
ported by Pillow’s division, were commanded, the former by Oaptain
Brooks and Lieutenant 8. 8. Anderson, 24 artillery, niternately, atd
the latter by Lieuterant Stone, ordmance. The baiteries were traced
by Captain Huger and Captain Lee, engineers, and constructed by
them, with the able assistance of the young officers of those corps
and the artillery.

“To prepare for an assault, it was foreseen that the play of the
batteries might run into the second day; but recent captures had
not only trebled our siege pieces, but also our ammunition ; and we
knew that we should greatly augment both, by carrying the place.
I was, therefore, in no haste in ordering an assault before the works
were well crippled by our missiles.

 The bombardment and cannonade, under the direction of Cap-
tain Huger, were coramenced early in the morning of the 12th.
Before nightfall, which necessarily stopped our batteries, we had
perceived that a good impression had been made on the castle and
its outworks, and that a large body of the enemy had remained out-
side, towards the city, from an early hour, to avoid our fire, and to
be at hand on its cessation, in order to reinforce the garrison against
an assault. The same outside force was discovered the next mom-
ing, after our batteries had re-opened upon the castle, by which we
again reduced its garrison to the minimum needed for the guns.

“Pillow and Quitman bad been in position since early in the
nio** ~*  »1ith. Major-General Worth was now ordered to hold

\ reserve, necar the foundry, to- support Pillow ; and

1
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Brigadier-General Smith, of Twiggs’ division, had just arrived with
his brigade from Piedad, (two miles,) to support Quitman. Twiggs’
guns, before the southern gates, again reminded us, as the day be-
fore, that he, with Riley’s brigade and Taylor’s and Steptoe’s bat-
teries, was in activity, threatening the southern gates, and there
holding a great part of the Mexican army on the defensive.

“ Worth’s division furnished Pillow's attack with an assaulting
party of some two hundred and fifty volunteer.officers and men,
under Captain McKenzie, of the 2d artillery ; and Twiggs’ division
supplied a similar one, commanded by Captain Casey, 2d infantry,
to Quitman. Each of those little columns was furnished with scal-
ing ladders.

«The signal I had appointed for the attack was the momentary
cessation of fire on the part of our beavy batteries. About eight
o’clock on the moming of the 13th, judging that the time had ar-
rived, by the effect of the missiles we had thrown, I sent an aid-de-
camp to Pillow, and another to Quitman, with notice that the con-
certed signal was about to be given. Both columns now advanced
with an alacrity that gave assurance of prompt success. The bat-
teries, seizing opportunities, threw shot and shells upon the enemy
over the heads of our men, with good effect, particularly at every
attempt to reinforce the works from without to meet our assault.

« Major-General Pillow’s approach on the west side lay through
an open grove, filled with sharp-shooters, who were speedily dis-
lodged ; when, being up with the front of the attack, and emerging
into open space, at the foot of a rocky acclivity, that gallant leader
was struck down by an agonizing wound. The immediate com-
inand devolved on Brigadier-General Cadwalader, in the absence
of the senior brigadier (Pierce) of the same division—an invalid
since the events of August 19th. On a previous call of Pillow,
Worth had just sent him a reinforcement—Colonel Clarke’s brigade.

« The broken acclivity was still to be ascended, and a strong re-
doubt, midway, to be carried before reaching the castle on the
beights. The advance of our brave men, led by brave officers,
though necessarily slow, was unwavering, over rocks, chasms, and
mines, and under the hottest fire of cannon and musketry. The
redoubt now yielded to resistless valour, and the shouts that followed
announced to the castle the fate that impended. The enemy were
steadily driven from shelter to shelter. The retreat allowed not



80 MAJOR-GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT.

time to fire a single mine, without the certainty of blowing up fiieal
and foe. Those who at a distance attempted to apply mutches
the long trains, were shot down by our men. ‘There was desth b
low as well as above ground. At length the ditch and walldf de
main work were reached ; the scaling ladders were brought wpmd
planted by the storming parties ; some of the daring spirits fintit
the assauk were cast down —killed or wounded ; but a ledgma
was scoa made ; ‘dreams of heroes followed ; all opposities v
overcame, and several of our regimental colours flung out from the
upper walls, amidst long-continued shouts and cheers, which st
dismay into the capital. No scene could have been more animatiag
or glorious. )

« Major-General Quitrsan, nobly supported by BrigadierGese-
nals Shields and Smith, [P. F.] his other officers and men, was wp
with the part assigned him. Simultaneously with the movement o
the west, he had gallantly approached the south-emst of the ssme
works over a causeway with cuts and batteries, and defended by aa
army strongly posted outside, to the east of the works. Those for-
midable obetacles Quitman had to face, with but little shelter for his
wroops or space for manccuvring. Deep ditches, flanking the canse-
way, made it difficult to cross on either side into the adjoining mes-
dows, and these again were intersected by other ditches. Smith
and his brigade had been early thrown out to make a sweep to the
right, in order to present a front against the enemy’s line, (outside,)
and to turn two intervening batteries, near the foot of Chapultepec.
This movement was also intended to support Quitman’s storming
parties, both on the causeway. The first of these, furnished by
Twiggs' division, was commanded in succession by Captain Casey,
2d infantry, and Captain Paul, 7th infantry, afier Casey had been
severely wounded ; and the secead, originally under the gallant
Major Twiggs, marine corps, killed, and then Captain Miller, 24
Pennsylvania volunteers. The storming party, now commanded
by Captain Paul, seconded by Captain Roberts of the rifles, Lieu-
tenant Stewart, and others of the same regimeunt, Smith’s brigade,
carricd the two batteries in the road, took some guns, with many
prisoncrs, and drove the enemy posted behind in support. The
New York and the South Carolina volunteers, (Shields’ brigade,)
and the 24 Peansylvania volunteers, all on the left of Quitman’s
line, together with portion= ~f his storming parties, crossed the mea-
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if not met by very superior numbers, to threaten or to attack,
in rear, that body of the enemy. The movement, it was also
believed, could not fail to distract and to intimidate the enemy gene-
rally.

% Worth promptly advanced with his remaining brigade—Colonel
Garland’s—Lieutenant-Colonel C. F. Smith’s light battalion, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Duncan’s field battery—all of his division—and three
squadrons of dragoons under Major Sumner,-gghich I had just or-
dered up to join in the movement.

« Having turned the forest on the west, and arriving opposite to
the north centre of Chapultepec, Worth came up with the troops in
the road, under Colonel Trousdale, and aided by a flank movement
of a part of Garland’s brigade, in taking the one-gun breastwork,
then under the fire of Lieutenant Jackson’s section of Captain
Magruder’s field battery. Continuing to advance, this division
pessed Chapultepec, attacking the right of the enemy’s line, resting
oo that road, about the moment of the general retreat, consequent
upon the capture of the formidable castle and its outworks.

« Arriving some minutes later, and mounting to the top of the
castle, the whole field to the east lay plainly under my view.

« There are two routes from Chapultepec to the capital, the one
on the right entering the same gate, Belen, with the road from the
south via Piedad; and the other obliquing to the left, to intersect
the great western or San Cosme road, in a suburb outside the gate
of San Cosme.

« Each of these routes (an elevated causeway) presents a double
roadway, on the sides of an aqueduct of strong masonry and great
height, resting on open arches and massive pillars, which together
afford fine points both for attack and defence. The sideways of
both aqueducts are, moreover, defended by many strong breastworks,
at the gates, and before reaching them. As we had expected, we
found the four tracks unusually dry and solid for the season.

« Worth and Quitman were prompt in pursuing the retreating
enemy — the former by the San Cosme aqueduct, and the latter
along that of Belen. Each had now advanced some hundred

ards.
Y «Deeming it all-important to profit by our successes, and the
consequent dismay of the enemy, which could not be othet
general, I hastened to despatch from Chapultepec —firs
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prigade, and then Cadwalader’s, to the support of Wotth, dind gave
orders that the necessary beary guns should follow. Fierce's bei-
gade was, at the same time, sent to Quitman, and; in the-course of
the afternoon, I caused some additional siege pieces to be addid
nis train, Then, after designating the 16th infantry, under Lise-
tenant-Colone] Howard—Morgan, the colonel, had been disabled:by
2 wound at Churfibusco —as the garrison of Chapultepee, and gie
ing directions for the care of the prizoners of war, the eaptured ord-
pance and ordnance stores, I proceeded to join the adwvanee of
‘Worth; within the suburb, and beyond the turn ot the jumetion of
the aqueduct with the great highway from the west % the gate of
Ban Cosme. )

© At this junction of roads we first passed one of those formidalie
systems of city defences spoken of above, and it had not a gtmi-a
strong proof— 1. That the enemy had expected -us to fail in the
sattack upon Chapultepec, even if we meant ay thing move thes &
feint; 2. That, in either case, we designed, in his belief, to retern
and double our forces against the southern gates —a delusion kept
up by the active demonstrations of Twiggs and the forces posted on
that side; and 3. That advancing rapidly from the reduction of
Chapultepec, the enemy had not time to shift guns — our previous
captures had left him, comparatively, but few — from the southem
gates.

% Within those disgarnished works I found our troops engaged in
a street-fight against the enemy, posted in gardens, at windows and
on house-tops—all flat, with parapets. Worth ordered forward the
mountain howitzers of Cadwalader's brigade, preceded by skirmish-
ers and pioneers, with pick-axes and crow-bars, to force windows
and doors, or to burrow through walls. The assailants were soon
in an equality of position fatal to the enemy. By eight o'clock in
the evening, Worth had carried two batteries in this suburb. Aec-
cording to my instructions, he here posted guards and sentinels, and
placed his troops under shelter for the night. There was but one
more obstacle —the San Cosme gate (custonr-house) between him
and the great square in front of the cathedral and palace—the heart
of the city ; and that barrier, it was known, could not, by Aaylight,
Tesist our siege guns thirty minutes.

“I had gone back to the foot of Chapultepec, the point from
which the two aqueducts begin to diverge, some hours enher,
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-efder'to be wear that et depot; and in sary eommenication withe
Quitman and Twiggs as well as with Wonth.
« From this poiat I ordered all detachmonts and mgghnbdmr
. pespective corps, then in advanee ; sewt to Quitsan additional stege
. gaea, ammmnition, entrenching tools; directed Twigge’ remaining
.brigade (Riley’s) from Piedad, to support Worth, and Captain Step-
-toe’s field bastery, also at Piedad, %0 rejoin Qukman's division. -

s ] had been, from the fisst, well aware ‘thatwthe western, or 8en
Coame, was the lesms difficult route to the oénire and ecoquest of the
aapital ; and thersfore intended that Quitmen sheuld only manceuvre

.and threaten the Belen or southwestern gute, in order to favour the
mom sttack by Worth—knowing that the strong defemces at the

- Jnlem were directly under the guns of the much strenger fortress,
called the Citadel. just withia. Both of these defences of the eherhy
wese also within easy supporting disiances from the San Angel (or
Nino Perdido) and San Antonio gates. Hence the gredter support,
in numbers, given to Worth’s movement as the main attack.

“Those views I repeatedly, in the course of the dey, communi-
cated $o0 Major-General Quitman ; but, being in hot pursuit—gallant
himself, and ably supported by BrigadierGenerals Shields and
Smith—~8hields badly wounded before Chapaltepec, and refusing to
retire—es well as by all the officers and men of the column—Quit-
man continued to press forward, under flank and direct fires—car-
ried an intermediate battery of two guns, and then the gate, before
two o’clock in the afternoon, but not without proporionate loss, in-
creased by his steady maintenance of that position.

« Here, of the heavy battery—4th artillery—Captain Drum and
Lieutenant Benjamin were mortally wounded, and Lientenant
Porter, its third in rank, slightly. The loss of those two moet dis-
tinguished officers the army will long mourn. Lieutenants J. B.
Moragne and William Canty, of the Bouth Carolina volunteers, also
of high merit, fell on the same occasion —besides many of our
bravest non-commissioned officers and men—particularly in Cap-
tain Drum’s veteran company. I cnnot, in this place, give names
or numbers, but full returns of the killed and wounded of all corpa
in their recent operations, will accompany this report.

% Quitman, within the city—adding several new defences to the
position he had won, and -heltenng his corps as well as practicable

[ L4
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awaited the return of daylight under the guns of the for-
midable citadel, yet to be subdued.

« At about four o’clock: next morning, (September 14,) a depuia- '
tion of the ayuntamienfo (city council) waited upon me to report
that the federal government and the army of Mexico had fled from
the capital some three hours before, and.to demand terms of capitu- .
lation in favour of the church, the citizens, and the municipal e
thorities. I promptly replied that I would sign no capitalation ;
that the city had been virtually in our possession from the time of
the lodgements eflfected by Worth and Quitman the day before ;
that I regretted the silent escape of the Mexican army ; that I shoald
levy a moderate contribution, for special purposes; snd that the
American army should come under no terms, not i
such only as its own honour, the dignity of the United States, and
the spirit of the age, -hould. in my opinion, imperiously demend
and impose.

* [ 2 [ 2 [ [ 2 L [ 2 [ 2 [ ] - ® L]

s At the termination of the interview with the city deputation, [
communicated, about daylight, orders to Worth and Quitman to ad-
vance slowly and cautiously (to guard against treachery) towards
the heart of the city, and to occupy its stronger and more command-
ing points. Quitman proceeded to the great plaza or square, planted
guards, and hoisted the colours of the United States on the national
palace—containing the halls of Congress and executive departments
of federal Mexico. In this grateful service, Quitman might have
been anticipated by Worth, but for my express orders, halting the
latter at the head of the Alemeda, (a green park,) within three
squares of that goal of general ambition. The capital, however,
was not taken by any one or two corps, but by the talent, the science,
the gallantry, the prowess of this entire army. In the glorious con-
quest, all bad contributed—early and powerfully—the killed, the
wounded, and the-fit for duty—at Vera -Cruz, Sierra Gordo, Con-
treros, San Antonio, Churubusco, (three battles,) the Molinos del
Rey, and Chapultepec—as much as those who fought at the gates
of Belen and San Cosme.

«Soon after we had entered, and were in the act of occupying
the city, a fire was opened on us from the flat roofs of the houses, from
windows and corners of streets, by some two thousand couvicts,
liberated the night before by the flying government—joined by per-
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haps as many Mexican soldiers, who had dishanded thomseives s
thrown off their uniforms. This wnlawfal war lested mevs then
twenty-four hours, in spite of the exestions of the menisipal sntho- ©
sevenl officers, killed or wounded, snd bad punished the mincovants.
Their cbjects were, 1o gratify national hatsed ; and, in the genesal
"alarm and confusion, to plunder the weakby ithobitants—gpusicalaiy
the desertod houses. But families ase now graemily stswming ;
business of every kind has bosn resmmed, and the city is shuady
tranquil and cheerful, under the admissble condnct (with caytions
very few and trifling) of cur gailant tseps.

ummhhmwhﬂgy
some sinistor process on the part of cestain individasls & home, in
sumbers bave been generally slmest tswbled in cur public popen—
beginning st Washington.

“Leaving, as we all feared, inedeguste gursioens @8 Vess Cruz,
most reluctantly, from the same cowse, (gencwml puncity of somhem.,
o0 abandon Jalaps, we masched [Angnst 7-10] fown Packin, wirh
This sumber inclndes the gasvison of Jalaps, and the twe thomssnd
four hundred and twemty-nine men busught wp by Brigadies G-
neral Pierce, August 6.

« At Contseros, Charabusco, &c., [Aungust 38,) we had but eigit
thousand four bundred and mimety-seves men engagel—afier de-
dnging&opnindﬂ.“(ﬂpnnlbpﬁ.}tbb—
termediate sick and the dead ; at the Molinos del Rey {[Beptember
8] but three brigades, with some cavalry and srtillery—making in
all three thousand two bundred and fifiy-one men—mere in the ~
battle ; in the two days [Sepiember 12 and 13] our whole eperating
force, after dednaing.uguin.thmﬂbd.'o-lld.lnd-’ck.
wgexhawimthegnrﬁmdukwu(th&ngeunldep&)ud
thatoancubnyn.wubntmentbmndmhmdndndeiglly;
and, finally, after deducting the new garrison of Chapukepec, with
the killed and wounded of the two days, we took possession, Sep-
tember 14, of this great capital, with less than six thousand men!
And I re-assert, upon accumulated and unquestionable evidence,
that, in not one of those conflicts, was this army oppfosed by fewer
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ghan three and a balf times its numbers—in several of them by'a
atill greater excess,

«I recapitulate our losses since we arrived in the baain of Mexich.

« Avevst 19, 20.—Killed, 187, including 14 officess. FFoundul,
877, including 68 officers. Afissing, (probalily killed,) 88 mok and
file. Total, 1,062

= Szrreuaun 8.—killed, 116, incloding 9 officers.  #Folmdad,
665, including 49 ofiicers. dfissing, 18 rank and fle. Total, 808

«8crramnce 13, 13, 14.—Killed, 180, incloding 30 officens.
Frewnded, 703, including 68 officers. JMissing, R0 rank and -fl.
Total, 862. s

. “Grand totel of losves, 2,708, including 963 officers.

“Qn the othet hand, this amall force has beaten on the sume oo
casions, in view ef Cheir capital, the whole Mexican army, of (at
the beginning) thirty-odd thousand men—posted, always, in chosen
positions, behind entrenchments, or more formidable defences of na-
ture and art; killed or wounded, of that number, more than seven
thousand officers and men ; taken three thousand scven hundred sad
thirty prisoners, one-seventh officers, including thirteen generals, of
whom three had been presidents of this republic; captured more
than twenty colours and standards, seventy-five pieces of ordnance,
besides filty-seven wall pieces, twenty thousand small arms, an im-
mense quantity of shot, shells, powder, &c. &c.

«“ Of that enemy, once so formidable in numbers, appointments,
artillery, &c., twenty-odd thousand have disbanded themselves in
despair, leaving, as is known, not more than three fragments, the
largest about two thousand five hundred—now wandering in differ-
ent directions, without magazines or a ‘military chest, and living a¢
Jree quarters upon their own people.

« General Santa Anna, himself a fugitive, is believed to be on the
point of resigning the chief magistracy, and escaping to neutral
Guatemala. A new president, no doubt, will soon be declared, and
the federal Congress is expected to re-assemble at Queretaro, one
hundred and twenty-five miles north of this, on the Zacatecas road,
some time in October. 1 have seen and given safe conduct through
this city, o several of its members. The government will find itself
without resources ; no army, no arsenal, no magarines, and bat little
revenue, intefal or external.  Btill, such is the obstinacy, or rather
infatuation, of this people, that it is very doubtful whether the new
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by-extensive causeways or dykes. The new Mexico is three mrles
from the lake of Tezcuco, and nearly six from that of Chaleco; yet
Humboldt considers it certain, from the remaine of the ancient
teocalli, or temples, that it occupies the identical position of the for-
mer city, and that a great part of the waters of the valley have been
dried up. Mexico was long considered the largest city of America;
but it is now surpassed by New York, perhaps even by Rio Janeiro,
Some estimates have raised its population to two hundred thourand;
but it may, on good grounds, be fixed at from one hundred end
twenty to one hundred and forty thousand. It is beyond dispmte
the most splendid. ¢ Mexico is undoubtedly one of the finest cities
built by Europeans in either hemisphere ; with the exception of St.
Petersburgh, Berlin, and Philadelphia, and some quarters of West-
minster, there does not exist a city of the same extens which can be
compared to the capital of New Spain, for the uniform level of the
ground on which it stands, for the regularity and breadth of the
streets, and the extent of the squares and public places. The archi-
tecture is generally of a very pure style, and there are even edifices
of a very beautiful structure.” The palace of the late viceroys, the
cathedral, built in what is termed the Gothic style, several of the
convents, and some private palaces, reared upon plana furnished by

the pupils of the Academy of the Fine Arts, are of great extent and
" magnificence ; yet, upon the whole, it is rather the arrangement,
regularity, and general effect of the city which render it so striking.
Nothing in particular can be more enchanting than the view of the
city and the valley from the surrounding heights. The eye sweeps
over a vast extent of cultivated fields to the very base of the colossal
mountains, covered with perpetual snow. The city appears as if
washed by the waters of the lake of Tezcuco, which, surrounded by
villages and hamlets, resembles the most beautiful of the Swiss lakes;
and the rich culivation of the vicinity forms a striking contrast with
the naked mountains. Among these rise the famous volcano Popo-
catepetl and the mountain of Iztaccihuatl, of which the first, an en-
ormous cone, burns occasionally, throwing up smoke and ashes in
the midst of eternal snows. The police of the city is excellent ; most
of the streets are handsomely paved, lighted, and cleansed. The
annual consumption in Mexico has been computed at sixteen thou-
sand three hundred beeves ; two hundred and seventy-nine thousand
sheep ; fifty thousand hogs ; one million six hundred thousand fowls,
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including ducks and turkeys; two hundred and five thousand pigeons
and partridges. The markets are remarkably well supplied with
animal and vegetable productions, brought by crowds of canoes along
the lake of Chalco, and the canal leading to it. These canoes are
often guided by females, who at the same time are weaving cotton
in their simple portable looms, or plucking fowls, and throwing the
feathers into the water. Most of the flowers and roots have been
raised in chinampas, or floating gardens, an invention peculiar to
the new world. They consist of rafis formed of reeds, roots, and
bushes, and covered with black saline mould, which, being irrigated
by the water of the lake, becomes exceedingly fertile. It is a great
disadvantage to Mexico, however, that it stands nearly on a level
with the surrounding lake ; which, in seasons of heavy min,.over-
whelms it with destructive inundations. The construction of a
desague, or canal, to carry off the waters of the lake of Zumpengo,
and of the principal river by which it is fed, bas, since 1629, pre-
vented any very desolating flood. The desague, though not conduct- -
ed with ekill and judgment, cost five millions of dollars, and is one
of the most stupendous hydraulic works ever executed. Were it
filled with water, the largest vessels of war might pass by it through
the range of mountains which bound the plain of Mexico. The
alarms, however, have been frequent, and cannot well cease, while
the level of that lake is twenty feet above that of the great square
of Mexico.”
The New Orleans Picayune gives the following description of

the fortifications around the Mexican capital :—

~ #Much as has already been said, our people even up to this time
bave but an imperfect idea of the immenes superiority of force
General Scout’s litle army had to contend with in the valley of
Mexico. Some weeks since one of the editors of this paper, writing
fron the seat of war, attempted to draw a parallel between the deeds
of the early Spaniards and those of our own gallant soldiers ; but at
the time he did not know the full strength of the Mexican works
and fortifications, all completed previous to the noted 13th Septem-
ber, and ready to repel the onslaughts of the comparatively insigni-
ficant band of invaders. From a statement by Captain Lee, one of
the best engineers in the American or any other service, it would
seem that the Mexicans had at the
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Penon - - - 20 batteries, for 51 guns, and 15 inf. bresstworks.

Mexicalcingo - 8 “ 88 « « 1= -

San Antonio - 7 “ Y « « [« ™

Churubusco - 2 “ 156 ¢« & o -

Contreros -1 “ QW 4 U -

Chapultepec - 7 “ 19 « « T« “
Total, 4 169 265

« These were the outer works, admirably well situated for do-
fence, and presenting & most formidable appearance to those who
were compelled to attack them from causeways, marshes, and open
plains. The works at El Molino, including the battery and the lines
of infantry intrenchments and strong buildings, are not enumerated
in the above. Immediately around the city of Mexico, independent
of the innumerable ditches—these dilches filled with water, gene-
nally twenty-five feet wide and five feet deep, whose banks formed
natural parapets — there were forty-seven additional batteries, pre-
pared like the others for one hundred and seventy-seven guns, and
with seventeen infantry breastworks. Adding these to the above,
and we have on all the lines defending the approaches to the city
no less than ninety-two batteries, prepared for three hundred and
forty-six guns, and forty-two infantry breastworks! When it is
added that to all these works—and our own engineers were forcibly
struck with the admirable style in which all the batteries of the
enemy were constructed—that the city of Mexico was naturally de-
fended by canals, houses of solid and heavy masonry, mud ditches,
water, &c. &c.; that all the buildings bave flat roofs with solid
parapets ; that the convents and many other public edifices are but
s0 many fortifications—when all these circumstances are taken into
consideration, with the immense numerical superiority of the Mexi-
cans, the achievements of the invaders will appear almost incre-
dible.

« The science of engineering is probably as well understood by
the Mexicans as by any of the European nations, as an examination
of their works will at once prove, while their artillery practice is
most effective ; yet all availed them nothing against the bold and
steady advance of the Americans. The sanguinary battle of El
Molino, costly as it was to General Worth’s division, was appallingly
disastrous to the enemy, as there his two best infantry regiments, the
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11th and 12th of the line, were utterly annihilated. From that day
until the capital was entered, comparatively speaking, our army
suffered but Btle from the musketry of the enemy, his cannon doing
pearly all the execution. General Quitman’s advance upon the
Garita of Belen, one of the most daring deeds of the war, was
throogh an avenue of blood caused by the grape, canister and round
shot of the Mexican cannon ; while the streets of San Cosme, through
which the remnant of General Worth’s division was compelled to
advance, was literally swept by the heavy cannon and wall pieces
at the garita of the same name. The infantry firing around the
bese of Chapultepec was as nothing compared with the incessant tor-
nado of bullets which rattled amid the ranks of our columns as they
advanced upon Churubusco and the Molino del Rey.

« And who constructed the batteries and breastworks around the
capital of Mexico? Men, women, and children, as by & common
impulse, were busy night and day, and even ladies of the higher
class are said to have been liberal in their toil in adding to the com-
mon defence. Works complete in every part sprung up, as if by
magic; the morning light would dawn upon some well-barricaded
approach, which the night before was apparently open to the ad-
vance of armed men. From the outposts of the Americans, at any
time between the Sth and 12th September, thousands and thousands
of the enemy could be seen, spade and mattock in hand, strengthen-
ing old and forming new barriers, and the busy hum of labour
reached our scntinels even during the still hours of the night, as
fresh guns were placed in position, or new avenues of approach were
closed against the invaders. Yet all would not do. The Mexicans
had not the stern courage to defend the works they had constructed
with such zeal and care, and one after another fell before the un-
flinching bravery of men who had but victory or death before
them.”

The Hartford Times thus speaks of General Scott’s campaign
Mexico: —

«It seems to us that the merit of General Scott, in gaining the
late astounding victories before Mexico, has not as yet received its
fiting tribute from the public press. His political opinions must
necessarily ever debar him from receiving the suffrages of the Demo-
cratic party for the chief magistracy of the Union. But this circum-
stance cannot prevent us from seeing that this great soldier hes

7
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deserved exceedingly well of the Republic, and acquired a very
strong title to the fervent gratitude of his countrymen. Perhaps,
indeed, to a man whaee hairs are already silvered in the service of
his country, the due appreciation and acknowledgment of that ser-
vice may prove a more acceptable reward than the highest office
that could be conferred upon him. At all events, the least that can
be done is to award just honouundpmoe.mnoﬁmadormwxdly
measure, to those who have no other remuneration to expect for
_their brave deeds. The battles of Contreros and Churabusco cer-
tainly rank among the most brilliant military-achievements of the
sge. A litle band of eleven thousand audacious invaders have de-
feated, with immense slaughter, an army of thirty thousand traops,
drawn up in a position of their-own choosing, on their own soil, to
defend their altars and hearths, in the very heart of their conntry.
Baut it was not alone the indomitable valour of our troops which
distinguished these battles. They were to an equal degree marked
with all the skill, science, and foresight of a masterly strategy.

“In turning the rocky and almost impregnable passes of Penon
and Mexicalcingo, fortified with terrific batteries, upon which the
enemy had expended the labour of months, General Scott displayed
the most consummate generalship. It was not the mere avoiding
or evading these formidable posts which constituted its merit. It
was, that his cool and practised eye discerned at a glance that a
passage could be cut through dense forests and tangled defiles, and
heaps of huge rock, where the enemy never dreamed that such an
exploit was conceivable. It was a repetition of the same skilfal
outflanking manceuvre by which be had before spared so much va-
luable life at Sierra Gordo—a movement which rendered all the
laborious preparations and defences of the enemy useless, and which
Santa Anna himself pronounced to be masterly and worthy of Napo-
Jeon. It has been the crowning merit of Scott, that, while he has
been everywhere victorious, he has also everywhere husbanded his
forces. Daring and intrepid to the last degree where those qualities
were called for, he has at the same time been careful never wantonly
to waste the lives of his troops in unnecessary stormings or reckless
assaults. Under almost any other general, his mere handful of
troops would long since have melted away from repeated collisions
with inert but overwhelming masses. With a humanity not less
conspicuous than his bravery, Scott has always abstained from any
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indiscriminate slaughter even of a sanguinary and merciless foe.
¢ ® & It wasa great thing to have mastered the renowned for-
tress of San Juan de Ulloa—a second Gibraltar—rith so trifling a
loes of life. The victory over Santa Anna at Sierra Gordo, in the
manper as well as in the magnitade of the achievement, was
a daring and masterly exploit. It was also a great thing —a sight,
in fact, full of moral grandeur — when four thousand two hundred
tartered and wayworn soldiers under his command entered the mag-
nificent city of Pucbla, and, with all the confidence of cobquerors,
stacked their arms and laid themselves down to sleep in the great
square, surrounded by a hostile population of eighty thousand.

« Bat, last of all, and more admirable than all, has been the care
with which he has nursed and kept together his little band of eleven
thousand, and the almost fabulous audacity and still more incredible
success with which he has pushed them, step by step, to the very
heart of a civilized nation of seven millions, and to, the gates of a
capital of two hundred thousand souls, the renowned seat of a le-
gendary and mythic magnificence, and the most ancient and best-
built city on the continent. If modern warfare has any parallel for
this great feat of arms, we know not where to look for it.

“The successive triumphs of Vera Cruz, of Sierra Gordo, of
Puebla, and of Mexico, undimmed as they have hitherto been by a
single reverse, bave unquestionably raised the reputation of the
commander to a very great height, and placed it, to say the least,
fully on a level with that of the greatest generals of his time. Nor
is there any denying that those victories have been of such an order
that, while they elevate the successful leader, they also, to at least

"an equal degree, exalt the character and extend the renown of his
country. Hence we cannot bring ourselves to make any apology
for what appears to us a just notice of General Scott, on the score
of his being a Whig. A sense of gratitude for his distinguished
services in this war would not permit us to say less. The fame of
a victorious general cannot justly be held to belong to any party. It
is the property of the whole nation.”

The Baltimore American of October 22d, says :—

“The records of the gallant achievements of our troops in Mexico
add new lustre to the martial history of the Republic. From the
landing at Vera Cruz, to the entrance of our army into the city of
Mexico, a series of brilliant exploits has marked every step of their

K
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way. [If the retreat of Xenophon, with ten thegeid men, fiom the
heart of an enemy’s country, is regarded with admiratios, and men-
tioned in history as one of thase exiraordinery things which genins
and enterprise can accomplish when favoured by fostune, what oyt
be said of the advance of an army litile exceeding wen thoussnd into
the valley of Mexico, into the capital of the epemy’s country, thres
hundred miles from the coast, storming ita way es it marohed, do-
feating armies far excoeding it in numberm, and enirenched: in strong
fortifications, and holding its ponuonmn-mnyh e city of one
hundred and ughtythomnd inbahitants, in the midst of & denes
and hostile

« The mywhdhdmlhnumpﬁhnpﬂd
volunteer sokliers who have seen service for the first time=—of men
who hurried from the peaceful avocations of life to. encounter the
perils and hardships of war, with no preparation, no hahitval dieci-
pline, expecting to receive their firt lessons in mililtary affsirs upon
the field of battle. Noble scholags indeed have they proved them-
selves to be! The soldiers of one campaign, they are veterans al-
ready, able to cope with the veterans of any service. .

4The masterly generalship of the commander-inchief has ex-
hibited the most admirable combinations of discretion and daring
throughout this whole career of bold invasion, of determined per-
severance and heroic achievements. The laurels of Chippewa,
which crowned the youthful brow of Scott, are renewed and fresh-
ened by those plucked from the battle-fields of Mexico. Long may
they flourish in the brightness of their verdure!

“The forbearance of General Scott when he entered the city of
Mexico, as testified to by the letters of resident foreigners who had
witnessed the sacking of European cities when entered by an ex-
cited and victorious soldiery, is a characteristic of the most exalted
kind, reflecting unspeakable honour upon the commander who or-
dered, and upon the troops that obeyed such directions of forbear-
ance at such a moment. The evidence is direct, that no houses
were molested, except those from which shots were fired upon our
men.

“The country has reason to be proud indeed of this brave little
army, of its eminent general, of its noble and accomplished officers.
Worthily bave they sustained the American name ; gloriously have
they exalted its martial renowa in the eyes of the world. It is now
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for the country to sustain them, to strengthen that gallant band, to -
vphold them in that distant and hostile land upon which they have
enstamped the impfess of American valour, and displayed vnctory
on the folds of the national flag.”

Such has been the enreerofMajor-GenerdSewnptot.hepm-
sent time. Beginning his military-eourse at Chippewa, he attained,
during the late war, a renown for bravery, skill, and generalship, as
flaitering as it was singular; and bis recons unparalleled campaign
in Mexico has confinned all former opivion. of his merits, proven
his efficiency in planning and: esecuting a senies of proimocied ope-
mtions, and placed him befose the world an ona of the. ablost gene-
mis. of bie.age..

b £
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837] atthe Univenity
nder Judge Kennedy.
_ me distinguished, and
| te, he is eloquent and
s i ot s e
%" wes 8 delegate 10 the National Democratic Con-
w.mh 1844 ; but, excepting in this instance,
woloh . taken an active part in politics, preferring the evjoy-
b B ks ample fortune in the domestic circle to the cares of
e On the 24th of March, 1831, he married Miss Mary
";'-’ by whom he has seven children. About the same time,
B soosived from his friend, General Carroll, the appointment of
"wamnl of the State militia.
‘” after the news of Taylor’s campaign on the Rio Grande
pod resched the United States, General Pillow proceeded to the
gatof WAI- During the summer and fall of 1846, he was stationed
Camergo: with a large command of volunteers from Tennessee,
- and Georgia, whose discipline, especially that remhng to
re evolutions of the line, he superintended in person. In the
wisies, be marched through the interior of Mexico to Victoria, at
e pead of a regiment of Tennessee cavelry, and two regiments
‘n'bp'- volunteers. With his own brigade, consisting of three
B of Tennessee troops, he subsequently moved from Victo-
fia, over mountains, rivers, and rugged plains, to Tampico, a distance
of four bundred and fity miles. From Tampico he crossed the
Gulf, joined General Scott’s army before Vera Cruz, and was the
officer to debark his command. He had two skirmishes
parties of the enemy before the walls of Vera Cruz, in both
of which be charged with great impetucsity, and drove the superior
of his opponents, in presence of both armies. On the field
dmd'th'eublmhs,wu afterwards erected the Naval Battery,
. 8
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rent into deep chasms and fissures, effectually prevesting any ad-
vance except under his direct fire, I resolved to give him battle.
For this purpose, I ordered General Twiggs to advance with his
finely-disciplined division, and with cue brigade o sasauk the eme-
my’s works in front, and with the other to tura his left flank, and
aseail it in reverse. Captain Magruder's fine field battery and Lieu-
tenant Callender’s howitzer battery (both of which constitute part
of my division) were placed at the disposal of Brigadier-Genenl
Twiggs. . . . . . e .

« Colonel Riley’s command, having now crossed the vast, broken-
up plain of lava, passed the village on the right, and whilst in the
act of turning the enemy’s left, was confronted by several thousand
lancers, who advanced to the charge, when a well-directed fire from
the brigade twice compelled them to fall back in disorder, under
cover of their artillery. About this time Brigadier-General Cad-
walader's command had also crossed the plain, when some five or
six thousand troops of the enemy were observed moviag mapidly
from the direction of the capital to the field of action. Colonel
Morgan, with his large and fine regiment, which I had caused to be
detached from the rear of Pierce’s brigade, was now ordered to the
support of Cadwalader, by direction of the general-in-chief, who bad
now arrived upon the field.

“The general, baving discovered this large force moving upon
his right flank and to the rear, with decided military tact and
promptitude-threw back his right wing and confronted the enemy,
with the intention to give him battle, notwithstanding his over-
whelming force.

This portion of the enemy’s force moved steadily forward until
a conflict seemed inevitable, when Colonel Morgan’s regiment,
having reached this part of the field, presented a front so formidable
as to induce the enemy to change his purpose, and draw off to the
right and rear of his former position.

“ During all this time, the battle raged fiercely between the other
portions of the two armies, with a constant and destructive fire of
artillery. Magruder’s battery, from its prominent position, was much
disabled by the heavy shot of the enemy, as were also Callender's
howitzers. A part of the enemy’s artillery had been turned upon
Riley’s command, whilst actively engaged with large bodies of
lancers; but even these combined attacks could only delay the pur-
pose of the pallant old veteran and his noble brigade.
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ond direcied accordingly—baving, as I jearn, upon being: advised of
the victory, previously given the order. I had moved repidly for-
ward ia execution of this parpose, until I reached the toyn Coyoacan,
where the command was haked to gwait the arsival of :the geseral-
in-chief, who, I was informed, was closest hand.” Upen his arvival,
the important fact was sacertained, that the enemy’s foroes ot Ban
the total defeat and: rout of their forces at Contreros, by which their
rear was opened to assault, had ahandoned the work at San Astonio,
ond fallen back upon their strong entrenchments in rear at Chare-
busco, '

. «Upon the receipt of this information, the generak-in-chief imme-
disely ordered Brigadier-General Twiggs's division to move forward
sod attack the work en the enemy’s right, and directed me 1o move
with Cadwalpder's brigade, and assault the Téte du pont on its left.
Moving. rapidly in execution of this order, I had great difficuky in
passing the command over some marshy fields, and wide and: deep
ditches, filled with mud and water. I was compelled to dismount
in order to cross these obstacles, which were gallantly overcome by
the troops, when the whole force gained the main causeway; at
which place I met General Worth, with the advance of his division,
moving ypon the same work. It was then proposed that our united
divisions should move on to the assault of the strong Téte du pont,
which, with its heavy artillery, enfiladed the causeway. This being
determined upon, the troops of the two divisions moved rapidly to
attack the work on its left flank, and, notwithstanding the deadly fire
of grape and round-shot from the work, which swept the roadway
with furious violence, on and onward these gallant and noble troops
moved with impetuous valour, and terrible and long was the bloody
conflict. But the result could not be doubted. At length the load
and enthusiastic cheer of the Anglo-Saxon soldier told that all wes
well, and the American colours moved in triumph over the bloody
scene.”

During the operations of General Worth upon Molino del Rey,
Pillow with his command was stationed at Tacubaya, but on the
12h of September he received orders to move from that place, and
bold his troops in readiness at the Molino, to storm Chapultepec.
Boon after occupying that station, a large body of lancers appeared
belore it, and for a long while threatened an attack. The general,
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however, presented so bold a front, that they were finally induced
to retire. Similar demonstrations were made during the whole day, *
thus obliging the troops to maintain a constant, painful watchfulness.

At daylight of the 13th the cannonade upon Chapultepec, which
had ceased the evening before, recommenced, and continued until
eight o’clock. During all this time, Pillow was preparing his
troops for sn aseanit.

The part taken by the general in the storming of Chapultepec,
forms one of the most brilliant chapters of his biography. Under
the most dreadful showers of grape, canister, and round-shot, his
soldiers rushed on, with shouts that rang above the roaring of can-
non, leaped the warks, drove the masses of the emnemy at the point
of the bayonet, and, tearing down the Mexican standard, ran- up
that of the United States in its stead. While rushing along by
their side, Pillow was himself struck down by a grape-shot; but,
eager only for victory, he ordered his men to carry him to the for
tress, in order that he might witness the triumph of his regiment.

Pillow’s wound was severe and painful, though, fortunately, not
serious, The season of comparative repose which followed the
taking of the capital, has restored him to his customary health.*

® The general’s father, Gideon Pillow, was born in Rockingham County,
N. C,, September 24th, 1774. He was the second son of John,and Ursula
Johnson Pillow, who, in 1789, removed from North Carolina to Davideon
County, Ten., and settled temporarily with his family at ¢ John Brown’s,’ a
thin frontier station four miles south of Nashville. He was killed in the
fall of 1793, leaving William and Gideon to protect six younger brothers
and sisters. One or both of these young men went upon almost every
excursion sent from Davidson County agsinst the savages from 1789
to 1794. In the latter year the Indians discontinued their annoyances.
Both fought bravely at Nickojack. William was colonel of a rsgiment under
General Jackson in the late Creek war, and was shot through the body at
Talladega, whilst pursning the enemy. He now resides on his farm in
Maury County. Gideon was a farmer and landdealer, but died from
Lomne (Madison Co., Ten.), February 26th, 1830, leaving three sons and
three daughters.
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a full view of the storming of the Bishop’s palace by troops under
General Worth on the heights beyond the city. The shout by
which our brave volunteers greeted the display of the American
flag on the palace, was returned by the enemy from their works
near us by a tremendous fire of round shot and grape upon us with-
. out effect. During the day, plans of assault on the adjacent Mexi-
can works were considered of, but in the evening my attention was
drawn to a line of about fifteen hundred Mexican infantry at some
distance in rear of their works. The presence of this force, amount-
ing to nearly three times our effective numbers, and which appeared
to be posted for the protection of the works, induced me to give up
all idea-of forcing the works without reinforcements. DBuring the
night several reconnoissances were made with details of Captain
Whitfield's company, in the direction of the redoubt ¢ El Diablo.’
Frequent signals between the different posts of the enemy during
the night kept us on the alert; and at the first dawn of day on the
23d, it was discovered that the enemy had abandoned, or were
abandoning, the strong works nearest to us. Colonel Davis, with a
portion of his command, supported by Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson,
with two companies of the Tennessee regiment, was ordered to take
possession of the works. This was promptly done. The enemy
had withdrawn their artillery during the night, and nothing of value
fell into our hands but some prisoners and ammunition. From this
work, which commanded a view of the cathedral, and a portion of
the great plaza of the city, we perceived another half-moon or tri-
angular redoubt in advance of us, and on our right, which appeared
to be immediately connected with heavy stone buildings and walls
adjoining the block of the city. Having reported my observations
to the commanding general, who had approached the field of our
operations, I received permission to advance upon the defences of
the city in this direction, and, if deemed practicable, to occupy them.
It was sufficiently apparent that all the approaches to the city on
this side were strongly fortified. Wishing to proceed with caution,
under the qualified permission of the commanding general, I sent
out a party of riflemen, under Lieutenant Graves, to Yeconnoitre,
supporting them at some distance by a company of Tennessee in-
fantry, under Captain McMurray. Some active movements of the
enemy in the vicinity induced me to halt this party, and to order out
Colonel Davis, with two companies of his command, and two som-
8
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panies of Tennessee troope, to advance on these works. As the
troops advanced, armed men were seen flying at their approach.
Upon reaching the- redoubt which had attracted our atiention, we
perceived that it was open, and exposed to the fire of the enemy
from the atone buildings and walls in the rear. It was, therefore,
necessary to select another position less exposed. Posting the twe
companies of infantry, in a position to defend the jodgement we had
effected, I directed Colonel Davis to post his commend as he might
deem most advantageous for defence or active operations, intending
here to await further orders or reinforcements. In reconncitring
the place, several shots were fired at Colonel Davis by the enemy,
and several files of the rifiemen who had advanced to the slope of &
breastwork, (No. 1,) which had been thrown across the street for
the defence of the city, returned the fire. A volley from the enemy
succeeded. Our party baving been reinforced by additions from
the riflemen and infantry, a brisk firing was soon opened on bath
sides, the enemy from the house-tops and parapets attempting to
drive us from the lodgement we had effected. A considerable body
of the enemy, securely posted on the top of a large building on our
left, which partially overlooked the breastwork, No. 1, continued to
pour in their fire, and killed private Tyree, of company K, whoee
gallant conduct at the breastwork had attracted the attention of both
his colonel and myself. From this commencement, in a short time
the action became general. The enemy appearing to be in great
force, and firing upon our troops from every position of apparent
security, I despatched my aid, Lieutenant Nichols, with orders to
advance the whole of my brigade which could be spared from the
redoubts occupied by us. A portion of the Mississippi regiment,
under Major Bradford, advanced to the support of the troops en-
gaged, but Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, with a part of the Ten-
nessee regiment, was required to remain for the protection of the
redoubts in our possession. With this additional force more active
operations upon the city were begun. Detachments of our troops
udvanced, penetrating into buildings and occupying the flat roofs of
houses, and by gradual approaches, driving the enemy back. They
had been engaged more than an hour, when they were reinforced
by a déachment of dismounted Texan rangers, commanded by
General Henderson, with whose active and effectual co-operations

attack upon the city was gradually, but successfully prosecuted.
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_Buildings, strects, and courts were occupied by our troops without
uch loss, until, after being engaged for about five hours, having
vanced within lees than two squares of the great plaza, appreben-
e that we might fall under the range of our own artillery, which

been brought up to our support, and our ammunition being

arly exhausted, active operations were ordered to cease until the

effect of the batteries, which had been brought forward into one of
the principal streets, could be seen.

It being found that the barricades in the neighbourhood of the
plaza were too strong to be battered down by our light artillery, the
commanding general, who had taken position in the city, ordered
the troops gradually and slowly to retire to the defences taken in the
moming. This was done in good order, the enemy firing occasion-
ally upon us, but not venturing to take possession of the part of- the
town we had occupied. Our forces had scarcely retired from their
‘advanced position in the city, when we heard the commencement
of the attack of the division under General Worth on the opposite
side of the town. The force under my command had been en-
goged from eight o’clock in the morning to three P. M. It should
be recorded, to the credit of the volunteer troops, that the greater
portion of them had been without sustenance since the morning of
the 22d, and exposed throughout the very inclement and rainy night
of the 22d, to severe duty, without blankets or overcoats, and yet
not a murmur was heard among them—their alacrity remained un-
abated to the last moment. The character of this affair, the troops
being necessarily separated into many small parties, gave frequent
occasion to the exhibition of individual courage and dering. The
instances occurred so frequently, in which both officers and men
distinguished themselves, that to recount those which fell under my
own observation, or which were brought to my notice by officers,
would extend this report to an improper length. It is my duty and
pleasure to mention the fact, that the veteran, General Lamar, of
Texas, joined my command as a volanteer in the commencement
of the attack on the city, and by his counsel and example aided and
encouraged the troops. Major E. R. Price, of Natchez, and Cap-
tain J. R. Smith, of Louisiana, both from the recently disbanded
Louisgiana troops, acted with distinguished bravery as volunteers in
Colonel Davis’s regiment.”

Geperal Quitman performed much laborious service before Vera
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Cruz, but was not in the bastle & Sierra Gordo. But his mili-
tary fame rests principally upon the batiles before the Mexican
capital. In these he has wrought himself an undying reputaticn, *
which has placed him before our people as one of the ablest of
their commanders. He accompanied the army in its march from
Puebla toward the <apital, but was not actively concerned in the
battles of the 10th and 20th of August. He was one of the com-
missioners who negotiated the armistice, and on the recommence-
ment of hostilities, was in continued action until the fall of the
capitel. His report is as follows : —

«The generalin-chief, having concluded to carry the strong for-
tress of Chapultepec, and through it advance upon the city, ordered
me, on the 11th, to move my division, nﬂ.er darl:. from its position
at Coyoacan to Tacubaya. * ¢

“Two batteries bad been erected during the mght. My dmmn
being intended to support these batteries, and to advance to the
attack by the direct road from Tacubaya to the fortress, was placed
in position near battery No. 1, early on the morning of the 12th—
detachments from its left extending to the support of battery No. 2.
At seven o'clock, the guns —two sixteen-pounders and an eight-
inch howitzer — were placed in battery No. 1, in position so
as to rake the road, sweep the adjoining grounds, and have
a direct fire upon the encmy’s batteries and the fortress of Chapul-
tepec.

“Qur fire was then opened and maintained with good effect
throughout the day, under the direction of that excellent and
lamented officer, Captain Drum, of the 4th artillery, zealously aided
by Lieutenants Benjamin and Porter, of his company. The fire
was briskly returned from the castle with round shot, shells and
grape. During the day, I succeeded, under cover of our batteries,
in making an important reconnoissance of the grounds and works
immediately at the base of the castle, a rough sketch of which was
made by my aid, Lieutenant Lovel, on the ground. This disclosed
to us two batteries of the enemy — one on the road in front of us,
mounting four guns, and the other a flanking work of one gun, ca-
pable also of sweeping the low grounds on the left of the road, and
between it and the base of the hill.

“The supporting party on this reconnoissance was commanded
by the late Major Twiggs, of the marines, and sustained during the
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teered for this desperate service, rushed forward like & resistless
tide. The Mexicans behind their batteries and breastworks stood
with more than usual firmness. For a short time the contest was
hand-to-hand ; swords and bayonets were crossed, and rifies clubbed.
Resistance, however, was vain against the desperate valour of our
brave troops. The batteries and strong works were carried, and the
ascent of Chapultepec on that side laid open to an easy conquest.
In these works were taken seven pieces of artillery, one thousand
muskets, and five hundred and fifty prisoners — of whom one hun-
dred were officers — among them, one general and ten colonels.

“The gallant Captain Casey having been disabled by a severe
wound, directly before the batteries, the command of the storming
party of regulars in the assault devolved on Captain Paul, 7th in-
fantry, who distinguished himself for his bravery. In like manner
the command of the stormjng party from the volunteer division de-
volved on Captain James Miller, of the 24 Pennsylvania regiment,
by the death of its chief, the brave and lamented Major T'wiggs,
of the marine corps, who fell on the first advance at the head of his
command.

« Simultaneousfy with these movements on our right, the volun-
teer regiments, with equal alacrity and intrepidity, animated by a
generous emulation, commenced the ascent of the hill on the south
side. Surmounting every obstacle, and fighting their way, they
fell in and mingled with their brave brethren in arms, who formed
the advance of Major-General Pillow’s column. Side by side,
amid the storm of battle, the rival colours of the two commands
struggled up the steep ascent, entered the fortress, and reached the
buildings used as a military college, which crowned its summit.
Here was a short pause; but soon the flag of Mexico was lowered,
and 'the stars and stripes of our country floated from the heights of
Chapultepec, high above the heads of the brave men who had
planted them there. The gallant New York regiment claims for
their standard the honour of being the first waved from the battle-
ments of Chapultepec. The veteran Mexican general, Bravo, with
a number of officers and men, were taken prisoners in the castle.
They fell into the hands of Lieutenant Charles Brower, of the New
York regiment, who reported them to me. The loss of the enemy
was severe, especially on the eastern side, adjoining the batteries
taken. It should also be mentioned, that, at the assault upon the
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works, Lieutenant Frederick Steele, 2d infantry, with a portion of
the storming party, advanced in front of the batteries towards the
left, there scaled the outer wall through a breach near the top, made
by a cannon-shot, ascended the hill directly in his front, and was
among the first upon the battlements. The young and promising
Lieutenant Levi Gantt, 7th infantry, was of this party. He had
actively participated in almost every battle aince the opening of the
war, but was destined here to find a soldier’s grave.

 After giving the necessary directions for the safe-keeping of the
prisoners taken by my command, and ordering the several corps to
form near the aqueduct, I hastily ascended the hill, for the purpose
of reconnoitring the positions of the enemy in advance towards the
city. Ithere had the pleasure of meeting Major-General Pillow,
who, althongh seriously wounded, had been carried to the heights
to enjoy the trinmph in which he and his brave troops had so largely
shared

“ Perceiving large bodies of the enemy at the several batteries on
the direct road leading from Chapultepec to the city, by the garita
or gate of Belen, my whole command, afier being supplied with
ammunition, was ordered to be put in readiness to march by that
route. When the batteries were taken, the gallant rifle regiment,
which had been deployed by General Smith on the right of his bri-
gude, formed under the arches of the aqueduct in position to ad- .
vance by the Chapultepec or Tacubaya road. As the remainder
of General Smith’s brigade came up from their position in reserve,
that officer, with his usual foresight, caused them to level the para-
pets and fill the ditches which obstructed the road where the enemy’s
batieries had been constructed, so as to permit the passage of the
heavy artillery, which was ordered up by the general-in-chief im-
mediately upon his arrival at the batteries. In the mean time,
while General Shields, with the assistance of his and my staff offi-
cere, was causing the deficient ammunition to be supplied, and the
troops to be formed for the advance, Captain Drum, supported by
the rifle regiment, had taken charge of one of the -enemy’s ‘picces,
and was advancing towards the first battery occupied by the enemy,
on the road towards the city in our front.

«The Chapultepec road is a broad avenue, flanked with deep
ditches and marshy grounds on either side. Along the middle of
this avenue runs the aqueduct, supported by arches of heavy ma-

~
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sonry, through the garita or gate of Belen into the city. Tbe rifles,
supported by the South Carolina regiment, and followed by the re-
mainder of Smith’s brigade, were now advanced, from sych to.aroh,
towards another strong battery which had besn.thrown .anross the
road, about & mile from Chapultepec, baving: fous exbrasures with
a redan work on the right.

« At this point, the enemy in considerable force mads an obatinate
resistance ; but, with the aid of the effective fire of an eight-inch
howitzer, directed by the indefatigable Captain Drum, and the daring -
bravery of the gallant rifle regiment, it was cartied by aseault, The
column was here reorganized for an attack upon the bateries a3 the
garita of the city. Thexegxmentofnﬂomen.mtcmnghdm
the bayonets of the South Carolina regiment, were placed. in. the
advance—three rifles and three bayonets under each apch, They
were supported by the residue of Shjelds’ brigade, the 24 Peansyl-
vania regiment, and the remainder of Smith’s brigade, together with
a part of the 6th infantry, under Major Bonueville, who had fallen
into this road. In this order, the column resolutely advanced from
arch to arch of the aqueduct, under a tremendous fire of astillery
and small arms from the batteries at the garita, the Paseo, and a
large body of the enemy on the Piedad road to the nght. extending
from the left of the garita.

“ Lieutenant Benjamin having brought up a sixteen-pounder,
Captain Drum and his efficient subalterns were pouring a constant
and destructive fire into the garita. As the enfilading fire of the
encmy from the Piedad road became very annoying to the advance
of the column, a few rounds of canister were thrown by our artil-
lery in that direction, which effectually dispersed them. The whole
column was now under a galling fire, but it continued to move for-
ward steadily and firmly. The rifles, well sustained by the Sonth
Carolinians, gallantly pushed on to the attack; and at twenty mi
nutes past one the garita was carried, and the city of Mexico entered
at that point. In a few moments the whole command was com-
pactly up—a large part of it within the garita.

«The obstinacy of the defence at the garita may be accounted
for by our being opposed at that point by General Santa Anna in
person, who is said to have retreaied by the Paseo to the San Cosme
road, there to try his fortune against General Worth.

% On our approach to the garita, a body of the enemy who weze.
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Chapultepec had given important aid, had been seriously wounded.
Tt was therefore fortunate that, in the commencement of the route
to the city, Lieutenant Beauregard, of engineers, joined ine. 1 was
enabled, during the day, to avail myself of his valuable services;
and, although disabled for a time by a wound received during the
day, he superintended, during the whole night, the erection of two
batteries within the garita for our heavy guns, and a breestwork on
our right for infantry, which, with his advice, I had determined to
construct. Before the dawn of day, by the persevering exertions
of Captains Fairchild and Taylor, of the New York regiment, who
directed the working parties, the parapets were completed, and a
twenty-four-pounder, and eighteen-pounder, and eight-inch howitzer
placed in battery by Captain Steptoe, 8d artillery, who, to my great
satisfaction, had rejoined my command in the evening. The heavy
Iabour required to construct these formidable batteries, under the
very guns of the citadel, was performed with the utmost cheerful-
ness by the gallant men whose strong arms and stout hearts had al-
ready been tested in two days of peril and toil.

“ During the night, while at the trenches, Brigadier-General Pierce
—one of whose regiments (the 9th infantry) had joined my column
during the day—reported to me in person. He was instructed to
place that regiment in reserve at the battery in rear, for the protec-
tion of Steptoe’s light battery and the ammunition at that point.
The general has my thanks for his prompt attention to these orders.

“At dawn of day on the 14th, when Captain Steptoe was pre-
paring his heavy missiles, a white flag came from the citadel, the
bearers of which invited me to take possession of this fortress, and
gave me the intelligence that the city bad been abandoned by
Santa Anna and his army. My whole command was immediately
ordered under arms. By their own request, Lieutenants Lovell and
Beauregard were authoriged to go to the citadel, in advance, to as-
certain the truth of the information. At a signal from the ramparts,
the column, General Smith’s brigade in front, and the South Caro-
lina regiment left in garrison at the garita, march®d into the citadel.
Having taken possession of this work, in which we found fifteen
pieces of cannon mounted and as many not up, with the extensive
military armaments which it contained, the 2d Pennsylvania regi-
ment was left to garrison it. Understanding that great depredations
were going on in the palace and public buildings, I moved the
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on behalf of himself and brother officers, addressed him in a pesti-
nent speech, the conclusion of which was as follows :

« ¢« We, as officers of your division, can only repay you upon your
sudden departure with an expression of our feelings. We ahall
meet you again after the war as fellow-citizens, and our present
sentiments written upon our hearts as upon adamant, will losp no-
thing by the hand of time—uniting then with a gratified people, your
present sacrifices may be somewhat compensated by the only boon
of the patrict—the grateful acknowledgments of your country. We
shall then bave deposited our standards with the authorities of our
respective states, but ever ready to rally under our victorious ban-
ners as the prestige of success, and ever ready to be directed by.cur
gullant general, whom we now part with as a father and a friead.’

“This spegch was frequently interrupted by the company pre-
eent, who expressed their approbation of the sentiments by warm
applause. When this had subsided, General Quitman replied in
substance as follows :

« He said that when he looked around him and found himself in
the presence of the gallant officers who had participated so largely
in the recent brilliant events before the city, and heard himself ad-
dressed by the senior officer of the division, yet leaning upon his
honourable crutch, in remarks so full of the elegant feeling of the
beart, he was overwhelmed with emotion, and felt himself wholly
unable to do justice to the occasion. Circumstances had rendered
it necessary as a matter of high duty that he should apply to the
proper authority for some permanent assignment to duty, where he
might be best enabled to serve his country. Had he consulted per-
eona] feeling merely, he would have been gratified to remain with
the brave associates of his cares, his perils and fortunes in war, but
he regarded it the soldier’s part to seek the path where duty called
him. That path now separated him from the gallant officers and
men to whose good conduct and services he took this occasion to
say he felt himself whally indebted for whatever reputation or
honour he might have acquired in this campaign. It was theirs,
not his. They were entitled to his regard, his esteem and his
friendship. He would bear these feelings with him wherever his
Jot should be cast.

“In conclusion, he expressed his heartfelt regret at his separation
from them, and hoped that they would receive for themeelves, and
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and his stafl; consisting of Major E. R. Price, of the 2 Mississippi
rifles ; Captain Dougluss Cooper, of the Ist Mississippi rifles, and
Lieutenant Keiger, of the volunteers. The moment of the move-
ment of the procession was announced by Captain R. Fitzpatrick,
from a new brass piece of state artillery, named ‘ Quitman,’ snd
carried ia the procession. It was answered by Captain Fox, from
his siationary battery on the Esplanade, who kept up a running
cannon-accompaniment during the whole progress to the ecity.
When the procession came proudly down Main street and balted
oppusite the City Hotel, the coup d’eil was most imposing — ban-
ners waved over the street, every balcony and window, and even the
roofs were filled with ladies and children, while the street iplow,
far and near, was choked with the plumed soldiery and the dense
masses of citizens. The civic welcome to Quitman, amidst thun-
ders of applause, was pronounced by the young and eloquent Mar
tin, the district attorney for this circuit. Colonel A. L. Bingaman
had been elected the orator of the day, but his unavoidable absence
to New Orleans prevented his acceptance, and Martin, as well as any
other orator could have done, supplied his place. Both the address
and Quitman’s rejoinder were extemporaneous, and thrilled the
multitude with the high impulses of the occasion. How wonderful,
said Martin, is it that the very city (Natchez) bearing the name of
a noble fragment of the Aztec race, who, in some convulsion or
other, perhaps to avoid the murderous sword of Cortez, had been
expatriated from Mexico, and stood on the bluff where their proud
pame still remains—how remarkable was it that from the very ashes
of their graves there should have risen an avenger of their wrongs,
and that our Quitman, from fair Natchez, had been deputed by
Providence ¢to spoil the spoiler!” I do not attempt to quote his
buming language. Quitman’s reply was modest, and replete with
gratitude to his fellow-citizens; filled with encomiums upon those
great masters in the science of war under whom he had served—
Taylor and Scott — naming, with a heart full of affection, not only
the officers with whom he had associated, but those who had served
under his orders, and in particular the rank and file of the army ;
he spoke of the immense mountain of prejudice that had been re-
moved from the minds of the regular army entertained against the
volunteer service, and trusted that the American name now stood
far higherin Europe and all over the world, in consequence of the
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tepec to the Garita de Belen, and the Piedad Gale, Seplember 13, .
1847—~The bridge of Lodi in Ameriogn history!

¢ General Quitman’s dinner-table response to the seatiment in ki
honour was most happy. He spoke of his unexpected major-gene-
ralship without any adequate command, but was oo much of ane
American “to give it up 80;’ hed, temporarily, commanded soldiess
from nearly every sate in the Union—broken and wasted regiments
—wfragments—the odds and ends of commands—but he sssured the
audience that when he commanded such officers as Generals Smith
and Bhields, aud such men as he led to Chapultepec and the Garita
de Belen, they were butf-enders, at least !

« Among other sentiments, the * State of Kentucky’ was tossted.
In response,a young and eloquent lawyer, nowsettled in New Orleans,
Thomas H. Holt, Esq., a pative of Old Kentucky, made s most
eloquent and thrilling speech, which was received with tamulktvons
applause. The sentiment which called him out, offered by J. A.
Van Hoesen, Esq., was: —

% Old Kentucky—The battles in Mexico attest the valour of her
sons |

“No one can conceive the enthusiasm which the eloquent Holt
called up. He concluded by relating an anecdote of Madame Quit-
man, the wife of the general; said he: When the brave veteran
was bursting open things at Monterey, some neighbouring ladies,
thinking that Mrs. Quitman must feel in the depths of sorrow and
affliction at such terrible doings, went to condole and sympathize
with her—asking her if she had not dreadful feelings at the danger
and exposure of her husband among those ¢ rude-throated engines’
of death. She confessed that she had her feelings on the occasion,
among which one feeling was predominant, which was, that she
¢would rather be the widow of a man who had fallen fighting the
battles of his country, than the wife of a living coward !"*

We cannot close this sketch of General Quitman better, than by
giving extracts of a letter [October 15th, 1847] in which he gives
his opinion concerning the future duty of the United States, with
regard to Mexico. However parties may disagree on this important
subject, all will respect the fearlessness with which a war-worn vete-
ran advocates the measures that he believes right.

“I wish now, instead of an epistle written in the reception-room
of the successors of Cortez, I could only have you by the button for
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would be preserved by csr presence upen the fisntier. They would
keep alive this distant war on the froatier frumn cheice, fovce ws inko
the necessity of keeping up suong gurrisons frem the mouth of the
Rio Grande t0 the Pacific; becanse, frum the ceatre, they could
strike a blow upos say part of the kse bofess it conld be seinforced.
They would move on & semi-diameter, whilo our opesations would
be on the circumference. If, on the other hand, the twenty thos-
sand disbanded officers, the military aristocracy of the country, shonld
not be able to establish & government, the country would be Jeft in a
state of sbeolute anarchy upon our withdrawal, and would soon be
wasted, plundered and depopulated. It would become derelict, snd
would be seized as a waif by some Earopesn power. Think you
such a prize as this splendid country is, would be long without some
chimant? England would be resdy 1o throw in an army here to
protect her mining interests, or to league with France to establish &
momarchy. [ do not exaggerste, when I say that it would become
derelict! (that is, viterly forsaken.) It is already prostrated. Five,
out of its seven millions of inhabitants, are beasts of burden, with as
linle of intellect as the asses whose bardens they share. Of the
population of this city, one hundred thousand are leperoe, with no
social tie, no wives, no children, no homes; Santa Anna was the only
man who could even for a time keep together the rotten elements
of his corrupt government. Here in this capital we are in the pos-
session of all the machinery of that miserable contrivance which was
called the government ; out of this capital they cannot establish an-
other. No sensible man in this country believes it. Then it follows,
that if we abandon this capital, either the official jackals return and
set up the old carcase of the state, or reduced to anarchy, the country
will be seized upon by some foreign power.

“On the other hand, with ten thousand men, we can hold this
capital and Vera Cruz, and keep open a safe communication be-
tween the two points. Possessing the heart, there could be no
sufficient force concentrated to annoy us upon the frontier line we
might choose to occupy. The expense would be less to hold this
point and the frontier line, than 10 occupy the latter, and leave this
~~a rallying point for the enemy. I mean to say it would require

men and less money, and would be attended with less difficulty
risk, to keep this capital and the seaports, as a part of the policy
te defensive line, than to adopt the lajter exclusively. Bat by
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holding on to the seaports and the capital, and by keeping open the
communication between them, a large portion of the expenses of this
mode of prosecuting the war would be drawn, by very sithple means,
from the country. The duties on imports into Vera Cruz, during
the month of August, with the very restricted internal commerce
which then existed, amounted to sixty thousand dollars. I do not
hesitate to say it will this winter amount to three times that sum per
month, If, then, we lay but half the duty on the exportation of
bullion and the precious metals, existing under the Mexican govern-
ment, we may readily anticipate, from these sources alone, an income
of three millions of dollars per annum.
- «Let foreign goods be brought to this capital under our low sys-
tem of duties, and we should soon obtain a moral conquest over this
country which would bring us peace—aunless, indeed, it should pro-
duace so violent a friendship for our institutions and government that
we would be unable to shake off our amiable neighbours—a contin-
gency, [ assure you, not unlikely to occur. What then? Why,
the ¢ old hunker’ will say, as he has sung since the first new state
was admitted —as he said when Louisiana and Florida were pur-
chased, and latterly when Texas was annexed, that the Union is in
danger, the country will be ruined, &c. &c.”” * © ¢

With a glowing account of the resources of the country, and the
advantages of the commercial pass of Tehuantepec, the general
boldly strikes out for the policy of holding the country in possession ;
and says :— .

“Let us try the policy, and not be alarmed, because, in process
of time, it may result in extending our federation to the isthmus,”

s * s e & e = =
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Baieapiza-Genzrar Davip E. Twices is a vative of
His father, John Twiggs, was & major-general in the Revolution,
and by his valuable services oblained the title of  Saviour of Geor-
gia.” Born in Richmond county in 1790, young Twiggs grew up
in the immediate sunset of the revolution, and imbibed the spirit of
that glorious period in his earliest teachings. Accordingly, the study
of law, which he commenced in Franklin College, and prosecuted
under General Thomas Flourney, was abandoned as soon as our
difficulties with England gave promise of a war. Through the
exertions of his fathe= he received a commission as captain of the
8th infantry, March 12th, 1812. He was not entrusted with a se-
parate command during the war, but so far distinguished himself
18 to receive the commendations both of government and his native
Atate.

Major Twiggs served under Genenls Gaines and Jackson in the
difficulties with the Spaniards and the Seminole war. At the head
of two hundred and fifty men, he totally defeated a large party of
Indians, under the celebrated chief Hornetlimed. In 1817, he ac-
companied General Jackson in his march toward St. Augustine, and '
was appointed to take possession of 8t. Marks. He was subse-
quently concerned in the Black Hawk war, stationed at the Augusta
arsenal during the national difficulties with South Carolina, and
then removed to New Orleans. His services in Florida, like those
of most other officers there, were arduous but not brilliant. On the
8th of June, 1836, he was appointed colonel of the 2d dragoons.

When General Taylor approached Point Isabel in his march to
the Rio Grande, he discovered it to be on fire. Colonel Twiggs
was immediately despatched with two hundred and fity men, to
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Lieutenant French, opened a fire on them, and scattered them in
all directions. In this effair, the enemy lost some twenty-eight or
thirty men. This portion of the right wing served in about this
position until the close of the action. In the mean time, Major
Ringgold, with the remaining two pieces of his battery, continued *
to play on the enemy with great success, The gallant major was
mortally wounded by a cannon ball towards the close of the action,
and his horse shot under him at the same time. The army and the
country will long deplore the loes of so brave and accomplished an
officer.” ,

For his bravery in these battles, Twiggs was promoted to the
brevet rank of brigadier-general. He commanded the advance ap
the capture of Matamoras, and was appointed military governor of
the city. ‘This station he occupied until the movement of the army
toward Monterey. Twiggs was one of the most efficient officers
concerned in the storming of Monterey. In the street fight he es-
pecially distinguished himself ; and the annexed portions of his re-
port will show the trials endured by his command, in the eveatful
“three days:”

“On the morning of the 2lst instant, my division advanced to-
ward the city. Lieutenant-Colonel J. Garland’s brigade, composed
of the 3d and 4th regiments of -regular infantry, and Captain B.
Bragg’s horse-artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel H. Wilson's brigade,
composed of the lst regiment of regular infantry, and the Wash-
ington and Baltimore battalion of volunteers, were ordered to the
- east and lower end of the city, to make a diversion in favour of
Brevet Brigadier-General W. J. Worth's division, which was ope-
rating against the west and upper part of the city. It being deemed
practicable, an assault was ordered against two of the enemy’s ad-
vanced works. The regular force of my division was thrown to
the right of the two works, with orders to take possession of some
houses in the city, on the right and rear of the enemy’s advanced
position, with a view of annoying him in flank and rear. The
Washington and Baltimore battalion was ordered on the road leading
directly to the works., Under a most galling and destructive fire
from three batteries in front and one on the right, as well as from
that of small arms from all the adjacent houses and stone walls, my
division advanced as rapidly as the ground and the stern opposition
of the enemy would admit of. The 1st, 8d, and 4th regiments of
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the enemy. Captains R. Ridgely and B. Bragg, and their subal-
terns, W. H. Shover, G. H. Thomas, J. F. Reynolds, C. L. Kil
burn, and 8. G. French, deserve the highest praise for their akill
and good conduct under the heaviest fire of the engmy, which, when
an opportunity offered, was concentrated on them. In the advancdi
works referred to were taken four officers and sixteen men, prisoers
of war, together with five pieces of ordnance, some ammunition snd
small arms. Having thrown up some slight breastworks, the 1st,
8d, and 4th infantry, and Captain R. Ridgely’s battery, occupied
this position until the morning of the 22d.
. . . . . . . .

«On the 28d, the advance into the city was resumed—the in- .
fantry working their way from house to house, supported by Cap-
tains R. Ridgely and B. Bragg's battery, driving the enemy before
them. When night closed our operations on the 234, our mem had
ndvanced to within two squares of the centre of the city.”

After the surrender of the city, Twiggs occupied it with his di-
vision, until ordered to join General Scott on the gulf coast. He
assisted at the taking of Vera Cruz, and received from the com-
mander the honour of conducting the main attack at Sierra Gordo.
The annexed graphic description of the movements of his division,
on the night preceding the battle, is from the pen of one of its
number :—

“The day preceding the battle of Sierra Gordo was one of ex-
ceeding beauty, more so than even many of those seen beneath a
tropical sun. A gentle breeze, which was wafted across the Tierra
Caliente from the ¢ Blue Gulf,’ unfolded upon the summit of the
Sierra Gordo the gay ensign of the haughty Mexican, and at the
same time floated the starspangled banner in its balmy embrace
over a handful of Americans who came to battle in their country’s
cause. Stretched along the heights behind strong fortifications, de-
fended by frowning cannon and bristling bayonets, attired in all the
gay paraphernalia of a splendid army, lay the Mexican hosts, ga-
thered to defend their country from the ¢ northern barberians,” who
laid quietly encamped in the small valley of the Plan del Rio, pa-
tiently awaiting the order for battle, when they should rush forth
upon that proud army and drive them in confusion from their strong -
holds.

« Among the latter party was myself—an humble soldier in the

e &
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«Up to this time it had been the impression that omr brigade
would be held in reserve; hence the nomchalance manifested by
most of the corps; but this pleasant hallucination wes banished by
the ¢long roll, beaten by ¢old Brown,’ the drum-major——a very
Paganini on the drum. Our colonel had prevailed on Genem!
Scott to order us in the advance to suppost Twiggs. All thinking
now ceased ; he who was cleaning his musket quickly shouldesed
it; the Jetterwriter closed his mournful epistle; the cook left his
supper at the mercy of the fire; the gasconading youth was silent,
and hoped from the bottom of his heart that it was a false alarm;
the silént thinker calmly equipped himself; the musician baked in
the middle of a tune; the card-players threw down their Aands,
and, instead of shufffing the papers, thought of shgfling off this
mortal coil.

«The drums beat a merry tune as the companies  marched into
their places. The words, ¢ Attention —shoulder arms " from our
adjutant, made every man a soldier; and the regiment was formed
—as fine a body of men as ever took the field. Our gallant colonel®
drew his good sword, and, glancing proudly upon us, gave the com-
mand, ¢ By the right flank —right face —forward —march!” And
away we went. As we reached the road, I glanced behind me
upon our camp. The fires burned with lurid flickering flame ; the
camp-kettles, brimming full of good ¢bean-soup,’ sung a moumful
song ; our poor invalids, unable to follow us to the field of glory,
gazed with tearful eyes upon their departing comrades, and mourned
not so much because they could not go as because we were going.
On we went at a smashing pace, and, having three miles to go, just
as we were ascending the first hill between our camp and the enemy,
we met Sergeant Scott, General Twiggs' orderly, coming at a forced
gallop with a prisoner seated upon the crupper of bis horse. Scott
was a giant in comparison with the diminutive form of the Mexican,
who grasped him about the waist and held on, as you have seen a
dirty-faced urchin while riding behind his daddy, his ear glued
Scott’s back, as if osculating his spine. At every bound of the horse
his body flew out in a direct line from that of the sergeant’s; and
when he struck the horse again—oh, awful, awful, indeed, was the
‘shock! Thus had Scott ridden with him for three miles; end I
guess the Mexican did not much admire that kind of transportation.
This is the way that Sergeant Scott takes prisoners. It is snid






after the fugitives. Next day he entered Jalapa, of which he
undisputed possession. ) :

In the march toward the capital, Twiggs’ troops encountered
hardships more frightful titan even those on the battle-field ; and in
turning Lake Chalco, near Penon, they were obliged to drag their
cannon over rocks and ravines, and rugged lava, where horses were
entirely useless. During the battles of the 19th and 20th of August,
they fought and marched all day, and at night lay amid drenching
rains, with tents without blankets, on bare rocks. Their bearing
under these trials elicited the applause of every one, and was no-
ticed by General Scott in terms of high commendation.

Twiggs was not concerned in the attack on Molino del Rey, al-
though one brigade (Riley’s) from his division formed the reserve
of the assailing force. The following extracts show the part he tovx
in the storming of Chapultepec :—

« Steptoe’s twelve-pounder battery was placed in position during
the night of the 11th, and by daylight in the morning was enabled
1o open on the enemy’s batteries, situated at the garita in the San
Antonio road ; and between that and the San Angel road the firing
was kept up briskly during the day on both sides, with but little
loss to us, who were protected by 2 good temporary breastwork. On
the morning of the 18th the firing was renewed with great spirit,
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which compelled the enemy to withdraw his guns from the garita,
within the protection of the city walls.

« Smith’s brigade was now ordered to proceed in the direction of
Chapultepec, and support one of the colamns of attack, commanded
by Major-General Quitman. With the stormers from my division
in front of the road, the attacking column on the lef, and Smith’s
brigade on the right of it, the force advanced in the face of a well-
directed fire from a battery at the base of Chapultepec, near a point
where the aqueduct leaves it, and also from musketry sheltered by
the aqueduct, and by breastworks acroes and om each side of the,
road. When within charging distance, the stormers, with the as-
sistance of the right of Smith’s brigade, which had been thrown for-
ward toward the aqueduct, rushed on the enemy’s guns, drove off
or killed the cannoneers, and took possession of this strong point.
8mith’s brigade having advanced three companies of mounted rifle-
men considerably to its right, to protect the right of Quitman’s divi-
sion, they were found near the first battery when the stormers were
about atacking, and were thus énabled to enter with the advance.
The brigade pushed on and captured a second battery in the rear
of the first, when several guns and many prisoners were taken;
after some brisk skirmishing, the enemy was finally driven from
every point on the east of the hill, and were pursued on the San
Cosme road some distance by the storming party, under the com-
mand of Captain Paul, 7th infantry ; this party having been over-
taken by the Ist division, and their specific duties as stormers having
been accompllshed were ordered to return and rejoin their respective
regiments.

« Early in the action, Captain Casey, 2d infantry, who command-
ed the storming party from my division, was severely wounded, and
obliged to retire. The command devalving upon Captaia Paul, 7th
infantry, Lieutenant Gantt, 7th infantry, with a portion of the party,
was ordered 1o cross the ditch on the left of the road, and proce
further to the left of the base of Chapultépec, and, by scaling
wall, gain admittance to the body of the work. This gallant of
was shot dead at the head of his men ; the command of this p
devolving upon Lieutenant Steele, 2d infantry, who led his mll
with intrepidity and success. ¢ ¢ ¢ s @ g

« Smith’s brignde — the riflemen leading, supr Y]
inch howitzer, in charge of the late and galla



For the remaining operations df Twiggs’ command, we refer the
reader to the lives of Scott, Quitman and Pillow. Twiggs is now
with the commander at the capital. Few officers can boast of more -
valuable service than he has rendered, and the verdict of his natioa
. bas placed him among those whom she delights to honour.



GENERAL SMITH.

Baever Brioaver-GEnzrat Prreiror F. Surrn bas but recently
entered the army, in which he now occupies 5o honourable a station.
He is a native of Pennsylvania, although appointed from Louisiana.
His first commission as colonel of mounted rifles, is dated May 27th,
1846, and he was brevetted brigadier-general in September of the
same year.

Smith’s first services in his new profemon were brilliant’and use-
ful. He formed part of General Worth’s division, and was in-
trusted by that officer with the storming of the forts near the Bishop’s
Palace. His troops marched through extensive com-fields, over
rocks and ledges, and through a branch of the San Juan river, while
it was plashing and foaming with the Mexican shot. The enthu-
siasm with which they attacked the forts, entering them at a perfect
rush, was not surpassed by any achievement of that eventful day.
For his manner of conducting the attack, and his subsequent ser-
vrices, General Smith is mentioned by Worth among those whom it
vas “ his pleasing and grateful duty to present to the consideration
f the general-in-chief, and through him to the government.” After
the capitulation, he was appointed to receive the surrender of, the
ciadel, a ceremony which he conducted with forbearance and dcli-
cacy to the unhappy and humiliated foe.

General Smith was prevented by sickness from pumcxpatmg in
the battle of Sierra Gordo, but at Contreros and the succeeding ac-
tions, he acted a most conspicuons part. “We give extracts from his
official account of these victories :—

«On the 19th instant, my brigade, with the rest of the division,
marched from San Augustin & covey the division of General Pil-
low opening the road from San Angweth 1 through
this place to the city, in order to tum 4 atonio.
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Advancing about one and a half mile, we were met by the fire of
the Mexican batteries opposite to us on the San Aungel rond. Be-
tween us was about a half mile of lava rocks, almost impassable for
a single footman, then a slope down towards a ravine, on the oppo-
site bank of which were the road and the enemy’s works, on a
height called Contreros. The front faced us, and the lefi flank
swept the road below it, a turn forwards in the road bringing the
work directly in the prolongation of the lower part of the road. The
work had upwards of twenty large guns, was full of infantry, and
large masses of cavalry and infantry were behind it and on its-flanks.
Magruder’s battery was ordered forward to a position in front of the
enemy, and partially covered by a ledge of rocks. My brigade was
ordered to follow and support it, and cover the advance of the party
making the road. We went forward under a very heavy fire, and
took a position on the left of Magruder’s bauery. We found Lieu-
tenant Callender’s howitzer battery at this point. When we took
this direction, Riley’s brigade was sent to the right. Magruder’s
battery and the howitzer battery were soon disabled, and, on ex-
amining the ground, it was evident that we were advancing by the
only path that crossed the broken bed of lava, and on which the
enemy were prepared to receive us, having cleared away all the
_bushes that obstructed their view. The guns could go no further,
and the infantry would, on its march down the slope, be exposed to
a terrible fire, without knowing whether the crossing of the ravine
below was possible. Being isolated from the division, 1 determined
to try one of the enemy’s flanks; and that on our right being pre-
ferable, as it would cut off his retreat, I detcrmined to move in that
direction. Captain Magruder was directed to open his fire as we
passed his rear, to occupy the enemy, and mask our movements to
the right. This he did most effectually, though suffering from a
great loss, especially of officers.

“ To replace this loss, Lieutenant Haskins and twenty men were
detached from Major Dimick’s regiment, and three companies of the
3d infantry were left to support him. 'With great difficulty we suc-
cecded in crossing the rock for near a mile, and desceuded towards
the village of Encelda, whose church was visible among the trees.
As we emerged from the rocks, we saw immense numbers of troops,
cavalry and infantry, approaching from Mexico, and forming onvthe
slope on the opposite side of the village. We crossed twegy

~
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position, which was of the utmost importance to the commanding
general, by the most prompt and energetic action. I therefore di-
rected an attack on the works at Contreros, [the entrenched camp,]
by turnin}y their rear before day ; and Captain Lee, of the engi
offered to return to General Scott, (a most difficuit task;) and inform
him of our position, and that I would march out at three o’clock,
A. M., so that any diversion that he could make in our favour from
that side might be prepared accordingly.

« At precisely three o’clock in the morning of the 20th, the troops
commenced their march. It had rained all night, and the men had
lain in the mud, without fire, and suffering from cold. It rained
now, and was 80 dark that an object six feet off could not be seen.
The men were ordered to keep within touch of each other, so that
the rear could not go astray. Lieutenant Tower, of the engineers,
with Lieutenant Brooks, acting assistant adjutant-general of the 2d
division, now acting in my stafl, had, during the night, reconnaitred
the pass, to assure the practicability of the march. The path was
narrow, full of rocks and mud, and so difficult was the march that
it was daylight before the head of Cadwalader's brigede got out of
the village, where the path descends to the ravine; and as the
march was by a flank, the command was stretched out thrice its
length. Having followed up the ravine to a point where it seemed
possible to get at the rear of the work, the head was halted, and the
rear closed up; many loads that were wet were drawn, and Riley
formed two columns by divisions.

% He thus advanced further up the ravine, turning to his left, and
rising over the bank, stood fronting the rear of the work, but still
sheltered from its fire by a slight acclivity before him. Having re-
formed his ranks, he ascended the top of the hill, and was in full
view of the enemy, who immediately opened a warm fire, not only
from the work, but on his right flank. Throwing out his two first
divisions as skirmishers, he rushed down the slope to the work.
The engineer company and rifles had been thrown across an inter-
vening ravine, under the brow of the slope, and from that position
swept it in front of his column, and then, inclining towards their left,
joined in the attack on the troops outside of the left bank of the fort.
In the mean time, Gencral Cadwalader followed the route taken by
Riley, and forming his columns as the troops came up, moved on
to his (Riley’s) support. The first brigade had been ordered o fol
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L 4
wall and dyke, laid down their arms, and so choked the way, that
the pursuit was interrupted for upwards of twenty minutes, which
sufficed (we having no cavalry) for the safety of many of the fugi-
tives. A large body escaped upwards towards the mountaies. 1
did not pursue them, being entirely out of ouy direction.

« Accounts from Mexican officers, intercepted since the batile,
inform us that there were seven thousand in and about Gontrercs,
[the entrenched camp,] commanded by General Valencia, and up-

- wards of twelve thousand in front of Encelda, [or the hamlet of
Contreros,] in reserve, commanded by General Santa Anns. We
killed seven hundred, and took fifieen hundred prisoners, among
them™everal generals. We captured tweaty<wo pieces of brass
ordnance, viz: four Spanish sixteen-pounders, four eight-inch how-
itzers, two five and & half-inch howitzers, six six-pounders, and six
smaller pieces, with a large amount of shells and other ammunition.
‘We also took seven hundred pack mules and many horses, and an
immense number of small-arms, which we destroyed. After direct-
ing the prisoners and property to be collected, I directed the pursuit
to be continued, and was forming the column, when General Twiggs
arrived. He immediately ordered the most vigorous pursuit, and
we moved forwards. As we approached San Angel, the rifles were
again thrown forward as skirmishers, and entered the town at the
heels of the enemy’s lancers, capturing an ammunition wagon.
Here General Pillow assumed command, and at Coyoacan the
commander-in-chief, L A R .

s At this time the tremendous fire from the neighbourhood of the
church, showed clearly, not only that there was a strong force sta-
tioned there, but that there was also a more considerable work than
was at first supposed ; but being all surrounded by very high corn,
its form could not be discovered. It afterwards proved that the
place was regularly fortified. The church buildings formed a large
square; the lower front towards us was chiefly a wall scaffolded for
infantry, Behind it rose a higher building, also covered with infan-
try ; behind it the church, and the high steeple on its right flank,
also filled with men. In front of the first was a curtain, connecting
two salient angles which flanked it, and were continued back to the
side walls of the church. It was garrisoned by about two thousand
nen, and mounted seven pieces. What was supposed the one-gun
battery, was the right salient angle which enfiladed the road from
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cast upon my command the necessity of holding the position to be
evacuated by General Smith, and which was threatened by the
enemy's artillery and infantry on the right, and a large force of his
cavalry on the left. About daybreak the enemy opened a brisk fire
of grape and round shot upon the church and village in which my
brigade was posted, as also upon a part of our own troops displayed
to divert him on his right and front — evidenitly unaware of the
movement in progress to turn his position by the left and rear.
This continued until Colonel Riley’s brigade opened its fire from
the rear, which was delivered with such terrible effect, that the
whole Mexican force was thrown into the utmost consternation.

« At this juncture, I ordered the two regiments of my command
to throw themselves on the main road, by which the enemy must
retire, to intercept and cut off his retreat; and, akhough officers
and men had seffered severely during the march of the night,and
from exposure without shelter or cover to the incessant rain until
daybreak, this movement was executed in good order, and with ra-
pidity. The Palmetto regiment, crossing a deep ravine, deployed
on both sides of the road, and opened a most destructive fire upon the
mingled masses of infantry and cavalry ; and the New York regi-
ment, brought into line lower down, and on the roadside, delivered
its fire with a like effect. At this point many of the enemy were
killed and wounded ; some three hundred and sixty-five captured,
of which twenty-five were officers, and amongst the latter was
General Nicolas Mendoza.

«In the meanwhile the enemy’s cavalry, about three thousand
strong, which had been threatening our position during the morning,
moved down towards us in good order, and as if to attack. T imme-
diately recalled the infantry, to place them in position to meet the
threatened movement; but soon the cavalry changed its direction
and retreated toward the capital. I now received an order from
General Twiggs to advance by the main road towards Mexico ; and
having posted Captain Marshall's company of South Carolina
volunteers and Captain Taylor’s New York volunteers, in charge
of the prisoners and wounded, I moved off with the remainder of
my force, and joined the positions of the 2d and 3d divisions, already
en route on the main road. On this march we were joined by (b~
general-in-chief, who assumed command of the whole, and the mids#
continued uninterrupted until we arrived before Churubusco, B
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the enemy was found strongly fortified, and posted with his main
force—probably twenty-five thousand.
*® - L - L » L] L] L]

“ Leaving Coyoacan by a left-hand road, and advancing about a
mile upon it, I moved thence with my command towards the right,
through a heavy corn-field, and gained an open but swampy field,
in which is situated the hacienda de los Partales. On the edge of this
field, beyond the hacienda, I discovered the road by which the ene-
my must retire from Churubusco, and found that his reserve of about
four thousand infantry already occupied it, just in rear of the town,
As my command arrived, I established the right upon a point re-
commended by Captain Lee, engineer officer, in whose skill and
judgment I had the utmost confidence, and commenced a move-
ment to the left to flank the enemy on his right, and throw my troops
between him and the city; but finding his right supported by a
heavy body of cavalry of some three thousand strong, and seeing,
too, that with his infantry he answered to my movements by a cor-
responding one towards his right flank, gaining ground faster than
I could, owing to the heavy mud and swamp through which I had
to operate, I withdrew the men to the cover of the hacienda, and
determined to attack him upon his front. I selected the Palmetto
regiment as the base of my line, and this gallant regiment moved
forward firmly and rapidly, under a fire of musketry as terrible,
perhaps, as any which soldiers ever faced; the New York, 12th
and 15th deployed gallantly on the right, and the 9th on the left,
and the whole advanced, opening their fire as they came up, and
moving steadily forvard. The enemy began to waver, and when
my order to charge was given, the men rushed upon and scattered
his broken ranks. As we reached the road, the advance of Worth’s
command appeared, driving the enemy from his stronghold of Chu-
rubusco. I took command of the front, and continued in pursuit
until passed by Harney with his cavalry, who followed the routed
Joe into the very gates of the city.

« In this terrible battle, in which a strongly-fortified encmy fought
behind bis works, under the walls of his capital, our loss is neces-
sarily severe. This loss, I regret to say, has fallen most severcly
upon my command. In the two regiments of my own brigade,
numbering about six hundred in the fight, the loss is reported two
hondred a ¥ in killed and wounded.



brow, and his countenance ever wore a smile. His beard was
closely shaven, and his eyes were lighted up with the brilliant fire
of hope. And yet, how a short term of serviee alters a man? "
Yesterday he looked like the hero of many wars. His brew was
seamed with the lines of fatigue and suffering, and his upper lip
was garnished with a thick moustache. His complexion was
bronzed, his arm, from a late wound, hung in a sling; bat his eye-
was still brilliant with martial fire. There were hundreds who
flocked around him and sought to grasp his hand, and all were re-
ceived by him with the most cordial warmth and friendship. Those
around looked upon the gallant hero with feelings of reepect and
admiration, and there was not one in that broad saloon whe went
out, without saying in his heart, ¢that man is a true soldier.’
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Brieapize-Gexnerat Joszrn Laxe is a native of North Carolina,
but was appointed to the army from Illinois. He entered the army
July 1st, 1848, and marched to Mexico as one of General Wool’s
column. The following is his own account of his operations at
Buena Vista :—

« About nine o’clock I was informed by Colofiel Churchill that
the enemy were advancing toward my position in great force, shel-
tering themselves in a deep ravine which runs up towards the
mountain directly in my front. I immediately put my columns in
motion, consisting of those eight battalion companies, and Lieutenant
O’Brien’s battery, amounting in all to about four hundred men, to
meet them. The enemy, when they deployed from the ravine and
eppeared on the ridge, displayed a force of about four thousand in-
fantry, supported by a large body of lancers. The infantry imme-
diately opened a most destructive fire, which was returned by my
small command, both infantry and artillery, in a most gallant manner
for some time. I soon perceived that I was too far from the enemy
for my muskets to take that deadly effect which I desired, and im-
mediately sent my aid-de-camp to Lieutenant O'Brien, directing him
to place his battery in a more advanced position, with the determi-
nation of advancing my whole line. By this movement I should
not only be near the enemy, but should also bring the company on
my extreme left more completely into action, as the brow of the hill
impeded their fire. By this time the enemy’s fire of musketry, and
the raking fire of ball and grape-shot of their battery posted on my
left flan o
as was (
position,
cers to |
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has scldom been equalled. The forces on either side were nearly
equal in numbers. Instead of throwing my command into squares
to resist the charge, the enemy were received in line of two ranks,
my force reserving its fire until the enemy were within about se-
venty yards, which was delivered with a deadly aim, and which
proved most destructive in its effects — the enemy flying in every
direction in disorder, and making a precipitate retreat towards their
own lines. About sunset the enemy withdrew from the field, and
the battle ceased. In a brief report it is impoasible to enter into the
details of a day like the 23d. The fighting throughout counsisted of
different engngements in different parts of the field, the whole of
them warm and well-contested ; many of them bloody and terrible.
The men under my command actually diecharged eighty, and some
pinety, rounds of cartridges at the enemy during the day. The 2d
regiment of my command, which opened the battle on the plain in
such gallant style, deserves a passing remark. I shall attempt to
make no apology for their retreat; for it was their duty to stand or
die to the last man until they received orders to retire; but I desire
to call your attention to one fact connected with this affair. Zhey
remained in their position, in line, receiving the fire of three or
Jour thousand infantry in front, exposed at the same time on the
left flank to @ most desperate raking fire from the enemy’s battery,

posted within point-blank shot, until they had deliberately dis-
charged twenty rounds of cartridges at the enemy.”

On the 9th of October, 1847, General Lane fought the battle of
Huamantla ; and on the 18th, he bombarded and captured the town
of Atlixco. His despatches contain fall details of these two affairs :—

« After my departure from Vera Cruz, and when near the San
Juan river, a party of guerillas was observed near the hacienda of
Santa Anna. Captain Lewis's company of mounted volunteers was
detached "in pursuit; a portion of the command, under Lieutenant
Lilley, came upon the enemy, and had a smart skirmish with them.
Licutenant Lilley bebaved in the most gallant manner, rallying and
encouraging his men under a severe fire. Upon leaving Paso de
Ovejas, the rear-guard was fired upon by a small guerilla force, and
1 regret to have to announce the death of Licutenant Cline, who was
shot in the affair. He is reported to have been a most encrgetic and.
efficient young officer, belonging to Captain Lewis’s company of
Louisiana mounted volunteers,



within about three miles, parties of hersemen being seen making
their way through the fields towards the eity, Captain Walker com-
manded a gallop. Owing to the thick maguey bushes liming the
sides of the road, it was impossible-to distinguish his further move-
ments. But a short time had elapsed when firing was heard from
the city. The firing continuing, the column was pressed forward
as rapidly as possible. At this time a body of about two thousand
lancers was seen hurrying over the hills towards the city. I directed
Colonel Gorman, with his regiment, to advance towards and enter
the west side of the city, while Colonel Wynkoop’s bettalion, with
the artillery, moved towards the east side, Captain Heintzelman's
moving on his right, and Major Lally’s constituting the reserve.
«Upon arriving at the entrance to the city, Captain Walker dis-
covering the main body of the enemy in the plaza, (about five hun-
dred in number,) ordered a charge. A hand-to-hand conflict took
place between the forces; but so resolute was the charge, that the
enemy were obliged to give way, being driven from their guns.
They were pursued by our dragoons for some distance, but the pur-
~#uit was checked by the arrival of their reinforcements. Colonel
Gorman'’s regiment, on arriving at the entrance to the city at about






themselves at long range. The dragoons were again ordered to
follow and keep them engaged. After a running fight of about
four miles, and when within a mile and a half of Atlixco, the whole
body of the enemy was discovered on a hill side, covered with chap-
paral, forming hedges, behind which they bad posted themselves.
Our cavalry dashed among them, cutting them down in great nom-
bers. So thick was the chapparal that the dragoons were ordered
to dismount and fight them on foot. A most bloody conflict ensued,
fatal to the enemy. Our infantry for the last six miles had been
straining themselves to the utmost to overtake the enemy, pressing
forward most arduously, notwithstanding the forced march of sixteen
miles since eleven o’clock. Owing to the nature of the road, al-
most entirely destroyed by gullies, the artillery could only advance
at a walk. As soon as the infantry again appeared in sight, the
enemy again retreated. So worn out were our horses, (the sun
having been broiling hot sll day,) that they could pursue the enemy
no further. The column was pressed forward as rapidly as possible
towards the town ; but night had already shut in, giving us, how-
¢ver, the advantage of a fine moonlight. As we approached, several
shots were fired at us, and, deeming it unsafe to risk a street fight
in an unknown town at night, I ordered the artillery to be posted on
a hill near to the town, and overlooking it, and open its fire Now
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ensued one of the most beautiful sights conceivable. Et¥ery gun
was served with the utmost rapidity ; and the crash of the walls and
the roofs of the houses, when struck by our shot and shell, was
mingled with the roar of our artillery. The bright light of the
moon enabled us to direct our shots to the most thickly populated
parts of the town,

“After firing three-quarters of an hour, and the firing from the

town having ceased, I ordered Major Lally and Colonel Brough to
advance cautiously with their commands into the town. On enter-
ing I was waited upon by the ayuntamiento, desiring that their town
might be spared. After searching the next morning for arms and
ammunition, and disposing of what was found, I commhenced my
return. . .
“ General Rea had two pieces of artillery ; but as soon as he was
aware of our approach, he ordered them with haste to Matamoras,
a small town eleven leagues beyond. The enemy state their own
loss in this action to be two hundred and nineteen killed and three °
hundred wounded. On our part, we had one man killed and one
wounded. Scarcely ever has a more rapid forced march been made
than this, and productive of better results. Atlixco has been the
head-quarters of guerillas in this section of country, and of late the
seat of government of this state. From hence all expeditions have
been fitted out against our troops. So much terror has been im-
pressed upon them, at thus having war brought to their own homes,
that I'am inclined to believe they will give'us no more trouble.”

The capture of Atlixco has been the last military achievement of
General Lane, and he now remains with the army awaiting the
course of events.



Boon after his arrival at the seat of war,a small party under
Colonel McIntosh was attacked by a considerable Mexican force,
and experienced some loss. In a few days it was joined by Gene-
ral Cadwalader with eight hundred men and two howitzers, and the
whole command advanced toward the National Bridge. On ap-
proaching it, the general occupied some neighbouring heights, from
which the enemy had previously fired on a party under Captain
Bainbridge. - Here he was attacked by a large Mexican force, sta-
tioned on the ridges and in the chapparal, and a battle ensued which
lasted several hours. During this time several brilliant charges
were made, the enemy driven from their positions, and the bridge
successfully passed. The troops were then attacked by guerilla
bands stationed in the thickets along the road, and fired upon during
several miles of their march. The total loss of the Mexicans in
this affair was nearly vne hundred; General Cadwalader’s about
fitty, of whom fifieen were killed.

In his report of Contreros, General Smith uses the following
complimentary language of General Cadwalader, who contributed
materially to the fall of that stronghold.

« Brigadier-General Cadwalader [in the morning] brought his
corps up from his intricate bivouack in good order, formed the head
of his column to support Riley’s, and led it forward in the most
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a large force of the enemy, who then occupied a hill near the scene
of action. The duty was performed, and the enemy driven back
several times. The 11th regiment was ordered to charge the bat-
tery, and the 14th, the remaining regiment of the brigade, was held
in reserve. The 11th had to charge over the same ground where
fell so many of our gallant troops, and every one looked for its an-
nibilation. Their gallant leader, Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, sat on
his horse in the coolest manner, and gave his commands as collect-
edly as when on a parade. They advance steadily; but now the
enemy is vomiting his grape and canister upon them, and they leave
a train of dead and dying. Do they falter? No—their gallant com- l
mander is waving his sword, and they are now rushing forward in -
full run. On, on they go! But, see —do they halt? They do,
but it is for a moment. Do you hear that shout?! Comes it from
the Mexican ranks? No—no; that is a true Pennsylvania shout,
and tells of danger defied, and glory to be won. There they go,
onward, right up to the enemy’s guns. Huzza for the Old Key-
stone! The Mexicans are giving way before our gallant little band,
who are now dealing vengeance and death on the murderers of their
slaughtered countrymen. Lieutenant Tippin is the first to s

into the fort; he mounts one of the guns, and waves his »

his men to come on. But jurt then, an unexpected and
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salutes him from the top of the building, and he is compelled to re-
tire, being grazed by several balls. ‘And see—the enemy are rally-
ing again, and returning to the attack. Their success at the com-
mencement of the action has given them courage. Will the 11th,
that gallant band, be crushed now? No! They remain firm and
determined. Lieutenant Johnson has just fallen, mortally wounded ;
he expires while cheering his men on to victory. Captains Irvin
and Guthrie are badly wounded, and yet they are both on the field,
animating their respective commands, and leading them on to the
attack.”

General Cadwalader entered the capital with his gallant associates
in arms, and is now with General Scott at the National Palece.

u



communicating with the states. Although but a few months in the
service, I know what is fatigne, anxiety, and exposure. Contrary
to my expectations, and contrary to my orders from the department
at Washington, I was compelled, for the want of the requisite pro-
visions for transportation, to remain for more than three weeks at
Vera Cruz, and more than four in Terra Caliente, (the vemito re-
gion, as it is called.) I left the dreaded city on the 10th of July,
with two thousand five hundred men of all arms, and a train of wa-
gons, which, when closed up, extended more than two miles. On
the 6th of August I reached Puebla, without the loss of a single
wagon, with my command in fine condition. My command was
attacked six-times on the march, but the enemy’s force in each in-
stance was easily dispersed, with trifling loss on our side. The
National Bridge afforded the enemy great natural advantages, to
which they had added breastworks on a high bluff which command- .
ed the bridge perfectly. Across the main bridge they had also thrown
a barricade. I soon discovered that there was no way in which his
poeition could be turned, and that my artillery was ineffective from
the most commanding point where it could be placed. I determined,
of course, to cross under-the plunging fire of the enemy’s escopetas.
My order to advance was admirably executed. At the moment
Lieutenant-Colonel Bonham's battalion rushed forward with a shout,
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night. It was exceedingly dark, the rain poured in torrents, and,
being separated from my servants and baggage, I was without tent
or covering ; add to this that, during the afternoon of the 19th, we
had gained no advantages over the enemy, who remained firmly
entrenched with seven thousand men opposed to about four thou-
sand on our side, without the possibility of bringing our artillery to
bear, and you will readily conceive that our situation was not -the
most agreeable. The morning of the 20th was, however, as bril-
liant as the night of the 19ih was dark and gloomy. Soon after
daylight the enemy’s works were carried with the bayonet, and of
their seven thousand men, regular troops, under the command of
General Valencia, probably four thousand cannot be found to-day. -
As we passed this field in pursuit of the fugitives, the scene was
awful ; the road and adjacent fields everywhere strewed with man-

- gled bodies of the dead and dying. We continued the pursuit until

one o’clock, whenour front came up with the enemy’s strong works

‘at Churubusco and San Antonio, where the great conflict of the

afternoon commenced. At San Angel dispositions baving been
made to attack in reverse the enemy’s works on the S8an Augustin
road, General Scott ordered me to march my brigade, in concert
with that of the intrepid General Shields, across the open country

- between Santa Catarina and the above-named road, in order to cut
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off the enemy’s retreat. We gained the position sought, and,
although the enemy’s line was perfectly formed, and extended as
far as the eye could reach in either direction, they were attacked
vigorously and successfully. Arriving at a ditch which it was im-
possible” for my horse to leap, I dismounted and hurried forward,
without thinking of my injury, at the head of my brigade, for two
or three hundred yards, when, turning suddenly upon my knee, the
cartilage of which had been seriously injured, I fainted and fell
upon the bank, in the direct range and within perfect reach of the
enemy’s fire. That I escaped seems to me now providential.
The rout and overthrow of the whole Mexican force soon became
complete, and we could easily have taken the city; but General
Scott was met with a proposition for an armistice, (after demanding
the surrender of the city,) with a view to open negotiations for
peace.

“1n my judgment, the army, full of ardour and confidence, was
humanely and wisely restrained. Major-General Quitman, General
Persifor F. Smith, and myself, were appointed commissioners to
meet the Mexican commissioners to settle the terms of the armistice.
I had not taken off my spurs or slept an hour for two nights in cor-
sequence of my engagements and the pain of my knee. I obeyed
the summons, was helped into my saddle, and rode two and a half
miles to Tacubaya, where the commission assembled at the house
of Mr. McIntosh, the British consul-general. Our conference com-
menced late in the afternoon, and at four o’clock the next morning
the articles were signed.

«That I was thoroughly exhausted you will readily imagine. I
slept an hour or two that morning at General Wonth's quarters, and
my sprained knee, which was by far my most serious injury, has
been daily improving, and to-day I ride without much inconveni-
ence. I have lost several dear friends, although our acquaintance
had been of short duration. I visited the hospital yesterday, and
saw officers and men with shots in all parts of their persons. Al-
though all who were not really dying seemed cheerful, and many
who had lost limbs in high spirits, still I sickened at the sight. My
general health has been good. I have been either in my saddle or

. on my feet every rod since I left Vera Crus, which can be said by
few officers in my command - obliged, at some
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MAJOR-GENERAL PATTERSON:

Masor-GeNERAL RoBERT PaTTERSON was born January 12th,
1792, near Strabane, County Tyrone, Ireland. His father, one of
the actors in the rebellion of 1798, emigrated to this country on the
failure of that ill-starred enterprise, and settled in Delaware county,
Pennsylvania. At the age of fourteen, Robert entered the counting-
house of Edward Thompson, Esq., who was then the principal
American merchant engaged in the East India trade. In October,
1811, he removed with his father’s family to Tennessee; but after
the declaration of war with Great Britain, he retarned to Pennsyl-
vania, obtained a lieutenancy in the army, and after sewving for a
time on the staff of Brigadier-General Bloomfield, was commis-
sioned captain (April 19th, 1814) in the 82d infantry. When his
company was disbanded in consequence of the termination of the
war, he embarked in mercantile pursuits, devoting his leisure hours
to the study of tactics, and to the discipline and improvement of the
volunteers of Philadelphia, with whom:he retained his connection
till after his appointment as major-general in the United States’ army,
July 7th, 1846.

The command of the troops called out to repress the disturbances
at Harrisburg in the winter of 1838-9, devolved on him as senior
major-general ; he was again employed to quell the riots in Phila-
delphia.

During the action at Madeline river, General Patterson brought
up a reinforcement of Tennessee volunteers, but declined super-
seding Colonel Harney, preferring to fight under that gallant officer,
rather than by assuming the command to deprive him of the credit
of one of the moet brillia~ ~ "= of the war. Posting his Tennes-

13 : 4 (146)
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General Scott, in his genenl orders subsequent to the battle of

Bierra Gordo, says :—

Bpeaking of this order, a correspondent says :—

«He leaves us with the regrets of all. We saw him at Vera
Cruz, and witnessed, during the whole of that harassing siege and
severe cannonade, his thorough devotion to his duties. He was so
lame as to be compelled to wear crutches, and could not get up
the hills into our positions without aid. I bave seen him in ex-
posed positions again and again, leaning on his crutches, and ex-
amining the enemy’s movements, when the shells and round shot
were flying around him and passing over him in every digection.
At Sierra Gordo, when 5o ill that it was almost madness to think of
leaving his bed, be astonished his command by riding in among
them immediately previous to the attack, and was received by a
simultaneous shout, from three or four thousand voices, which must
have made the enemy shake. At that time be was so weak that
he could scarcely manage the animal he rode.”

General Patterson was second in command on the Rxo Grande,
immediately after the capture of Matamoras, and was entrusted with
the control of all the forces on the river during General Taylor’s
march toward Monterey. He assisted at Vera Crug, but was pre-
vented from taking an active part at Sierra Gordo, in consequence

" severe sickness. During Scott’s march to the capital; he has
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been stationed at Vera Cruz, to keep in check the numerous guer-
illa parties of that region. In connection with his services mn this
respect a correspondent writes :—

“In the afternoon of the same day, Father Ahrouta (or Jarauta),
who commands a guerilla party, and has become notorious by his
misdeeds on the road from Jalapa to Vera Cruz, sent in & flag of
truce by two of his officers, proposing to surrender as a prisoner of
war or join the American army, if General Patterson would guaranty
the safety of himself and followers, and their property. To this
General Patterson replied that he wanted to have no intercourse
with the guerilla priest, but would advise him to return to his
prayers, and send his band back to their honest employments, if
they had any, as no one would molest them then, while, if they
continued to infest the road, and he should catch any of them, he
would certainly hang them.

« The name of Pennsylvania operated on the general here like a
charm, and in & manner quite gratifying to us. Among the first
of his acts on arriving at the bridge, where the 18th regiment and
the Baltimore artillery battalion were stationed, was to inquire what
amount of provision the garrison bad on hand. He was informed,
among other things, that Captain Diller had drawn twenty-five hun-
dred rations for Colonel Wynkoop's regiment. ¢What- is that
for I’ said the general, sternly —¢send him to me.” Captain Dil-
ler 1n a few minutes was before the general, who asked him why
he had drawn for so many rations. The latter replied, that he had
brought but_five days’ rations with him, as he expected to meet
General Patterson’s train and obtain more. ¢It cannot be done,
sir,’ said General Patterson, ¢ you must return them.” ¢But, gene-
ral,’ said Captain Diller, ¢ they are in the wagons, and I have given
my receipt for them.” ¢I can’t help that,’ was the stern reply, ¢ you
ought to have brought more with you.” ¢But, general,’ again said
Captain Diller, imploringly, ¢ remember the Pennsylvania boys have
secn hard service and fought nobly, it will not do to let them starve.’
¢ Ah, yes,’ rejoined the general, while his face relaxed into a bene-
volent smile, and bis eye sparkled with proud recollections, ‘they
were with me at Vera Cruz and Sierra Gordo— say no more, but
keep the rations and start back to the Plan with them the first thing
in the morning—the Pennsylvania boys shall not starve I’

« On his arrival the next day at the Plan del Rio, General Patter-
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- In December, 1846, orders were issued to the army to prepare for a de-
scent upon Tampico. One part of General Patterson's force was sent to
General Taylor, another down the Rio Grande, and the remainder under
his own direction, crossed the country from Matamoras, by way of Victoria,
a distance of about two hundred miles. Notwithstanding many obstacles
to this march, the head of the column entered Victoria simultaneously
with that of General Taylor from Monterey. From this place General
Patterson was ordered to Tampico, where he met General Scott, and pre-
ceeded with him to Vera Cruz.

' In Ootober, 1847, the general commenced his march for the capital of
Mexico, where he arrived about the latter end of November,
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COLONEL HARNEY.

" For intrepidity, perseverance, and impetuosity in battle, no man
0 the American army is superior to Colonel Harney. His dragoon-
fight at Vera Cruz, his charge at Sierra Gordo, and his recent heroic
actions before the capital, have rarely been surpassed, and have
won for him a reputation as brilliant as it is just.

The colonel’s personal appearance is thus described by one who
visited him during his present journey through the United States :

«Our attention was next arrested by seeing a man of towering
height and gigantic frame, with a chest like that of Hercules and
an eye like that of Mars. He was, indeed, to use the language of
Hamlet, made ¢ to threaten and command.” With a smile upon his
lips and a sparkle of pleasure in his light blue eyes, he stood the
¢ observed of all observers.” He was the gallant Colonel Harney—
one of the most accomplished and heroic soldiers in the army —to
whom has been so generally assigned the chief glory of the great
victory of Sierra Gordo.”

Colonel William 8. Harney was born in Louisiana, and received
his first appointment as 2d lieutenant 1st infantry February 13th,
1818. He was brevetted colonel December 7th, 1840, and raised
to full colonel June 80th, 1846. He served with great credit in the
Seminole wars, and when the present war with Mexico opened,
joined Wool’s Division of the Centre, and was included amo=~ sha
troops despatched for the Gulf coast. His famous &
during the bombardment of Vera Cruz, is thus descri
respondent : .

« Information was received in camp this moming
Mexicans were hangifig on our rear, intending to fon
possible, and make their way into the city with a nw
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2d Tennessee volunteers, under the command of Colonel Haskell,
accompanied by General Patterson in person, although he did not
take the command from Colonel Harney, but merely participated
as any other individual who was engaged.

“Colonel Harney then formed the Tennesseeans on the right, his
dragoons on the left, and advanced slowly, to draw the fire of the
Mexicans, until Lieutenant Judd got his artillery in such a position
a8 he desired. The movement succeeded admirably : Lieutenant
Judd got his ground within one hundred and fifty yards of the Mexi-
cans, and commenced firing —they attempted to return it, but as
soon as a slight breach was made in the parapet, Colonel Harney
ordered a charge, which was answered by a yell from the dragoons
and Tennesseeans. Colonel Haskell, Captain Cheatham, and Cap-
tain Foster were the first men to leap over the breastwork, and, as
a naval officer remarked, who witnessed the whole affair, the balance
went over so much ¢like a thousand of brick,’ that there was no
telling who was first or last. As might have been expected, the
Mexicans were unable to stand a charge from ¢the boys who stood
the fire of thie Black Fort at Monterey.’ A few of the incumbrances
were soon thrown out of the way, and Colonel Haraey, with his
dragoons, leaped the breastwork and gave chase,

“He had not proceeded- more than a mile before he found the






it was not until the affrighted fugitives had reached a point without
the extreme range of their own cannon, which had been turned
upon them at the onset, that they ceased in their flight. The na-
tional colours of our country now supplanted the banner of the
enemy ; the different regimental flags were also planted on the crest;
and shouts louder than ever from the victors rose upon the air, strik-
ing terror into the very hearts of the enemy in the works still un-
taken, for they knew that their strong positions had been turned, and
that they were at the mercy of the men they had scoffed at in the
morning. Never was victory more complete, although purchased
with the blood of some of our best men. Lieutenant Ewell, of the
rifles, was among the first within the enemy’s breastworks, and it
was here that he received his death wound. The interior of the
work was covered with the dead of the enemy, among them General
Vasquez, Colonel Palacio, and many of their officers, while the
hill-side down which they fled was strewn as well. Near two hun-
dred men were left dead, while the wounded would swell the number
to at least five hundred—some even put it down as high as seven
hundred.”

In all the subsequent operations of the war Colonel Harney has
“een most usefully employed. We give extracts from his report

his duties in August :—

“The cavalry force being necessarily weakened by detachments
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commencement of the march from Puchls, have been cngaged ca
more srduous’in consequence of the small force of cavalry, compared
with the other arms of service. Small parties being constantly en-
gaged in reconnoitring and on picket guards, the utmost vigilance
and precaation bave been required to prevent surprise and disaster.
The gallant Captain Thomton, while reconnoitring the enemy near
8an Antonio on the 18th instant, was shot through the body by a
cannon shot, and instantly killed. His death is much to be regretted.
On the 20th, although I had but four companies of my brigade with
me on the field, the remainder were actively employed in the per-
formance of important and indispensable duties. Captain Hardee,
while watching the enemy with his company near San Augustin,
was attacked by a band of guerillas ; but the enemy was promptly
and handsomely repulsed, and a number of their horses, with arms
and accoutrements, captured.”
After the capture of the Mexican capital, Colonel Harney return-
ed to the United States, where he still remains [January, 1848.]
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« No open acts of hostility, other than the murdering of straggling
soldiers, occurred until the night of the 13th of September, when a
fire was opened from some of the streets. On the night of the 14th
it recommenced, and from every street, with a violence that knew
of no cessation, for twenty-eight days and nights.

4 The enemy, with their numerous cavalry, succeeded in cutting
off at once every kind of supply, and vainly attempted to change
the current of the stream of water, that we might become a more
easy prey. The night, however, before the cattle and sheep disap-
peared from this vicinity, two well-directed parties obtained thirnty
of the former and four hundred of tbe latter.

«The various points to be defended for the preservation of San
Jose, on which the safety of the other posts depended, demanded
the untiring vigilance of every officer and man.

“The enemy augmented in numbers daily, and daily the firing
was increased ; and finally, on the 22d of September, General Santa
Anna arrived with large reinforcements from Mexico, much to the
delight of the besicgers, on which occasion a general ringing of
bells took place, and was only stopped, as it had been several times
Lefore, by a discharge of shells and round-shot from Loreto into the
heart of the city.

“On the 25th of September, General Santa Anna demanded my
surrender.



4,









had been enfilading the plaza. This he did in a very handsome
manner, and to my entire satisfaction, with only a few men wounded.

«Other minor acts of gallantry and good conduct were exhibited
by officers and men at San Jose, and from Guadalupe one or two
successful sorties were made upon the enemy when engaged in
their daily attacks on San Jose.

“From Lieutenant-Colonel Black, the immediate commander of
8an Jose, and his officers, I have received the most cotdial support.
Colonel Black, for more than thirty days, was untiring in his efforts
and zeal for the safety of that point. Officers and men were at
their posts night and day, without regarding the pelting storm ; and
I cannot say too much in praise of the gallant colonel, his officers
and men, before and during the siege.”

Immediately after this gallant defence, General Lane arrived at
Puebla; but ascertaining that Santa Anna had retired to Atlixco, he
pushed forward for that place, leaving Colonel Childs still in com-
mand of the post he had so ably defended.
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GENERAL CUSHING.

Bricaprzr-Gznemar Carxs CusHinG is a native of Newburyport,
in the commonwealth of Massachusetts. He was educated at Har-
vard University, where he graduated in the year 1817 with
very distinguished honours. He afterwards became a tutor in the
University, and was elected a member of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences. During his connection with the University
he was one of the ablest of the contributors to the North American
Review. Abandoning these purely literary pursuits, he studied
law, and practised Tn his native town till the year 1885, when he
was elected a member of Coungress from his native district, on the
Whig ticket. He continued to be a member of the House of Rep-
Tesentatives until the year 1843, when he was sent on the mission
to China by President Tyler.

After his return he remained retired from public life until April
14th, 1847, when he was appointed brigadier-general in the army.
He joined General Taylor during the summer, but was afterwards
ordered to Vera Cruz. A number of important duties detained him
at this place until after the capture of the Mexican capital, thus pre-
venting him from participating in the toils and dangers of our
army. His prompt discharge of every known duty, and his ami-
ability as an officer and companion, have endeared him to all those
with whom the fortune of war has placed him.

(159)



COLONEL RILEY.

Corowxr. Briwxr Ruxy is
with distinction in the war of ¥
riflemen, to which he was app
risen by regular gradation to his
the assailing party on both day:
the bayonet, in a style which }
the whole of those eventful da;
and performed actions, worthy of a place beside the wildest re-
cords of chivalry. General Smith thus speaks of it:—

«The opportunity afforded to Colonel Riley by his position
was seized by that gallant veteran with all the skill and energy
for which he is distinguished. The charge of his noble brigade
down the slope, in full view of friend and foe, unchecked even
for a moment, until he had planted all his colours upon their
farthest works, was a spectacle that animated the army to the bold-
est deeds.”

Similar. was the conduct of Colonel Riley in the battle along
the aqueducts leading to the capital. He stormed some of the
enemy’s positions, and on the night of December 13th bad arrived
before the principal gate. He entered Mexico next morning, in
company with the commander-in-chief, and still remains at the head
of his troops in the capital.
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“We lay before our readers,” says the Charleston Mercury, “the
following interesting correspondence. Its perusal cannot fail to
heighten our admiration of the character, and endear more strongly
the memory, of that gallant spirit whose heroic aspirations are now
quenched in the grave. Though doomed himself, with his brave
command, as was supposed, to inglorious inaction, and gloomy and
chafed from the disappointment, Colonel Butler could appreciate
the yearnings of a brother soldier for a closer participation in the
coming fray—-¢to be nearer the flashing of the guns’—and lend his
fricndly aid to secure their gratfication. The letter of General
Worth is as honourable to himself as to the memory of the gallant
Butler. Kindred spirits! they could appreciate each other; and
gracefully has the survivor wreathed the laurel and cypress over
the grave of his friend. A soldier needs no nobler eulogist.

Letter from Major-General Worth to Hon. A. Buller, [dated
Tacubaya, Mexico, August 206th, 1847.]

“Smr: I trust a cordial intimacy and friendship of twenty-five
years with your late brother, the gallant Colonel Butler, will excuse
the trespass of a stranger. Your brother fell most gloriously in the
great battle of the 20th, before the gates of Mexico. In that bloody
conflict, no man gave higher evidence of valour and patriotism, or*






for several years on topographical duty on the Atlantic coast and
the Canada line, and yet was so good a tactician, that at an early
age he was appointed by General Eustis adjutant at the school of
practice, and gave entire satisfaction, in that arduous office, to a fas-
tidious commander. While residing at Washington, as aid to Ge-
neral Brown, he was employed by the government in several duties
of a special nature, and certain papers which he prepared were so
generally admired in Congress, that in a leading speech in favour
of the Military Academy, Lieutenant Vinton was referred to as an
instance of the kind of men the system of that institation could
produce.

By ‘pursuing a course of rigid self-denial® and discipline, he
was able to perform labours in various departments of art and acience,
in such a manner as to command the respect of men to whom those
pursuits were professional. The works of his pencil are received
among artists ; his correspondence upon astronomical subjects was
valued by men of science; his general scholarship procured him a
degree of Master of Arts in a leading university ; his edition of the
work on military tactics was highly satisfactory to the government
and the general-in-chief ; and in the second volume of Mr. Sumner’s
Reports, the lawyer will find an argument prepared by him in a case
in which he was personally interested, depending before Judge
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saloud, by himself, in the forest. He says, in his journal :=—«It re.
quires time and habitude for one to become reconciled to the sound
of his own voice. It throws one, at first, into absolute trepidation.
In the solitude it is sufficiently appelling. What must it be in an
assembly of people, a silent auditory, where a thousand eyes are
fixed upon you, a whole congregation of faces bent upon you, ready
to criticise and condemn the slightest fault1?” This, from a man
who could stand with firm nerves a three-hours’ fire from concealed
Indians, scale the heights and walls of Monterey, and face the blaz-
ing batteries of Vera Cruz!

It was Captain Vinton's fortune to be engaged in one of the few
battles of that distasteful war—the action at Lake Munrce. The
event, and his own feelings, are faithfully described in his letter of
February 12th, 1837 :—
. “%Early in the morning of the Sth instant, half an hour before

daylight, we were aroused by the war-cry of the savages, and a fire
~ was poured into our camp on all sides, except that towards the lake.
Our men, though recruits, almost without exception, repaired with
alacrity to their posts, and returned upon the enemy full volleys of
musketry. The morning was rendered still more obecure by a dense
fog, which, with the smoke from the fire-arms, nearly concealed the
snemy from our sight. But we had the direction with sufficient
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up, over rocks and brambles, amid a shower of musket-balls, they
drove the enemy from the top, at the point of the bayonet, and
forced them to retreat to the stronghold of the Bishop’s Palace.

The part performed by him in the capture of the Bishop’s Palace
was of so distinguished a character, and attracted such admiration at
the time, that it deserves a full recital here. We cannot present a
juster description of it than is contained in a letter from Caplain
Blanchard, who served under him at the time,

«] found Captain J. R. Vinton in command of the advance, and
he then told me that his plan was to try to draw the enemy from
their position, in and near the palace, and when they were fairly
out, to rise and charge them vigorously, and, if possible, to get
possession of the palace. The advance was covered as much as
possible behind the rocks, to protect them from the dreadful shower
of grape and musketry which the enemy kept up from their de-
fences. I asked him if we should advance or fire. He told me
that I might advance if I did not expose my men too much, and that
he wished me to fall back whenever I saw the enemy coming out,
until we were upon his line of ambush, and then to close on him
and rush on them. It was a well-conceived plan, and the result
showed that it was well executed. The enemy were induced to

me out and charge, and as they came up the hill, Captain Vinton
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shouted, ¢ Now, my men, close and drive them " With one will they
closed -to centre, delivered their fire, and with charged bayonets
rushed on the Mexicans. They were thunderstruck, and, after a
moment’s stand, broke and ran. Our men were in the palace and
fort before they all escaped, and in ten minutes their own guns were
tarned upon them. The main body under Colonel Childs came
down in solid column, and we were the victors. It was a stirring,
thnllmg scene, and I cannot do it justice, for it should be seen to be
felt.? Captain Vinton derived all the credit which his position en-
abled him to obtain, and I shall always bé’of opinion that his plan
was an admirable one. I hope he will be promoted, not only for his
skilful and gallant conduct on that day, but for his general merito-
rious conduct as an officer.”

After some time spent at Monterey and Saltillo, he was ordered
with the greater part of the regulars to join General Beott in the
attack on Vera Cruz. Here it was that he wrote his last letter,
which has already been given to the public. Those who knew him
know how truly he speaks of his past life. His country will not
forget in what spirit he gave his life to her “in her time of appeal.”
«1 have hitherto lived mostly for others—but my children will reap
some of the fruits of my self-denial, by the means I shall leave them
of living independently, and securing a good education. I commit
them, in full reliance, to the care of their Heavenly Father, and I
hope their trust in him will ever be at least as firm as my own. My
confidence in the overruling providence of God is unqualified, so
that I go to the field of action assured that whatever may befall me
will be for the best. I feel proud to serve my country in her time
of appeal ; and should even the worst, death itself, be my lot, I shall
meet it cheerfully.”

His habits of order were singularly preserved to the last. On
the leaves of a pocket-book he made daily and almost hourly memo-
randa in pencil, which he afierwards transferred at leisure to his
Journal. These notes are carried down, in a clear hand, to within
less than an hour of his fall, and being found on his person are now-
in the possession of his friends. The last entry is as follows :—

« March 22d.—Ordered to the trenches to command the batteries,
early. General Scott sent in"a flag for the city to surrender, at 2
P. M.; refused. Seven mortars opened at 4 P. M. Heavy cannon-
ading” These were his last words.

15



general-in-chief and all the officers who could be spared from daty,
and the service of the church was read over him by a brother officer
—a friend of many years—amid the roar of cannon, the falling of
the enemy’s shot, and the whuhng of sand in the fierce Norther—
snatched from the victory of the morrow, that his spirit might gain
a greater victory over death and the grave.






encountered a severe fall, he succeeded in approaching within about
five miles of the American camp. But at this place he was inter-
cepted by an advance-guard of the enemy, and conveyed. prisoner
to Matamoras. i

Lieutcnant Mason was killed before the chapparal, and Kane

shared the fate of Thornton.
- Notwithstanding the disadvantages against which the Americans
contended, this affair was a source of unbounded exultation to the
enemy. Besides public rejoicing in Matamoras, Arista wrote to
Genceral Torrejon in terms of congratulation, which would have
been considered extravagant in General Taylor after the battle of
Palo Alto.

Captain Thornton was retained by the Mexicans until after the
battle of Resaca de la Palma, when &n exchange of prisoners re-
stored him to the American army. He was immediately placed
under arrest, and a court of inquiry held upon the causes of his
capture, which resulted in his honourable acquittal of all blame He
accompanied the army to Monterey, and subsequently joined the
commander-in-chief in his march toward central Mexico. The
hardships of that terrible journey preyed upon his naturally delicate
conslitution, and rendered him an invalid before the city of the
Montezuma’s greeted the army’s longing sight. Eager, howeves
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for duty, nothing could prevail on him t be inactive, as soon as
prospect of battle was presented. During the reconnoissance near
San Antonio, on the evening of the 18th August, ke accompanied
the men, assisting personally in the most fatiguing duties. While
thus engaged, a discharge from a battery within the fort struck him
dead from his horse, and wounded a guide.

Thornton seemed born to misfortune. He was a passenger in the
ill-fated Pulaski, and after doing all he could to rescue others, he
attempted to save himself by seizing upon a chicken-coop. He
picked several out of the water; but one by one they died and
dropped off, and he himself became a half-famished maniac, before
he was found. In military affairs he was always unfortunate. He
was endowed with a courage which nothing could daunt; but his
spirit was much too ardent and impetuous for his physical structure,
he being of a small stature and delicate constitution, -



in the various studies pursued there. The outrages perpetrated by
Grreat Britain on our commerce, roused him from a scholar’s seclu-
sion, and fired his spirit with ambition for distinction in the coming
contest. He marched under Captain [now General] Wool to the
Canada border, and fought with the army which so gallantly com-
pensated for the disgrace of Hull’s surrender at Detroit. He was
with Wool at Queenstown, and in company with Colonel Scott, was
taken prisoner by an overwhelming British force on the Canadian
side, and sent to Quebec. Inp a little while he was exchanged, re-
joined the army, and served with distinction and usefulness, until
the close of the war.

From this time, until the commencement of our struggle with
Mexico, he remained in the army, performing various dutes, prin-
cipally among the Indian tribes and the scattered posts owned by
government in the western wilderness. He conducted several ex-
peditions to the Rocky Mountains and New Mexico, gaining valu-
able information of those territories and their inhabitints, and ac-
customing himself to the labours and privations of a western hunter.
At the same time he employed all his leisure hours in gaining a
knowledge of military tactics, both froin books and by means
personal intercourse with distinguished officers.

On the 30th of June, 1846, by order of government.
(1714)












but the calm which precedes the storm—that a general insurrection
is brewing, and may at any moment break out. Others, again, who
also pretend to understand the Mexicans here, say there is no danger
to be apprehended. I am strongly inclined to the opinion that no-
thing serious is at hand. Among these people, there are many who
are always ready for a row, upon the slightest pretence, but I be-
lieve the majority are alike indifferent whether the Great Mogul or
James K. Polk rules over them, provided they can sell their grapes,
peaches, corn and red peppers, and smoke their segars in peace.
«An express, consisting of a captain, lieutenant and fifte

men, started for Washington yesterday. The captain is bearer
despatches from head-quarters here, sent by the commanding «
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« Having learned from Captain Gillespie, of the volunteers, thet
there was an armed party of Californians, with a number of extn
horses at San Pascual, three leagues distant, on a road leading ©
this place, I sent Lieutenant Hammond, 1st dragoons, with a fow
men to make a reconnoissance of them.

« He returned at two in the marning of the 6th instant, reportiog
that he had found the party in the place mentioned, and that he had
been seen, though not pursued by them. I then determined that I
would march for and attack them by break of day. Arrangemieats
were accordingly made for the purpose. My aid-de-camp, Captia
Johnson, (dragoons,) was assigned to the command of the advance-
guard of twelve dragoons, mounted on the best horses we had ; ‘then
followed about fifty dragoons under Captain Moore, mounuted, with
but few exceptions, on the tired mules they had ridden from Sants
Fé (New Mexico, one thousand and fifty miles), then about twenty
volunteers of Captain Gibeon’s company, under his commend, and
that of Captain Gillespie ; then followed our two moanted howitzers,
with dragoons to manage them, and under the charge of Lieutenant
Davidson, of the regiment.

«The remainder of the dragoons, volunteers, and citizens, em-
ployed by the officers of the staff, &c., were placed under the com-
mand of Major Swords (quartermaster), with orders to follow on
our trail with the baggage, and to see to its safety.

« As the day (December 6) dawned, we approached the enemy
at San Pascual, who were already in the saddle, when Captain
Johnson made a furious charge upon them with his advance-guard,
and was in a short time after supported by the dragoons ; soon after
this the enemy gave way, having kept up from the beginning a
continued fire upon us.

« Upon the retreat of the enemy, Captain Moore led off rapidly
in pursuit, accompanied by the dragoons mounted on horses, and
was followed, though slowly, by the others on their tired mules;
the enemy well-mounted, and among the best horsemen in the world,
afier retreating about half a mile, and seeing an interval between
Captain Moore with his advance, and the dragoons coming to his
support, rallied their whole force, charged with their lances, and, on
account of their greatly superior numbers, but few of us in front
remained uatouched ; for five minutes they held the ground from
us, when our men coming up, we again drove them, and they fled
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which they left as we approached ; till reaching San Beruado, a
party of them took possession of a hill near to it, and maintained
their position until attacked by our advance, who quickly drove
them from it, killing and wounding five of their number, with no
loss on our part.

«On ascount of our wounded men, and upon the report of the
surgeon that rest was necessary for them, we remained at this place
till the morning of the 11th, when Lieutenant Gray, of the pavy, in
command of a party of sailors and marines, sent out from San Diego
by Commodore Stockton, joined us. We proceeded at 10, A. M.,
the enemy no longer showing himself; and on the 12th (yesterday)
we reached this place; and I have now to offer my thanks to Com-
modore Stockton, and all of his gallant command, for the very many
kind attentions we have received and continue to receive from
them.” .

After this battle, General Kearny continued his march, severely
harassed by scouting parties of the enemy, until the 8th of January,
1847, when he came up with their main army at Puebla de los
Angelos Here, in company with Commeodore Stockton, he fought
a desultory battle, which lasted two days, and terminated in the over-
throw of the Mexicans. The American loss was one killed and
thirteen wounded ; that of the enemy rather more. Kearny then
took possession of the city without further molestation.

The operations attending this battle have unfortunately become a
matter of serious misunderstanding between General Kearny, Com-
modore Stockton, and Colonel Fremont. The commission of the
former as governor of California, was given by the President and
signed with his signature. To this Stockton objected, on the plea
that the province had been captured and placed under military gov-
ernment prior to the date of the general’s authority. To this Colo-
nel Fremont agreed, and refused to obey the orders of Kearny. At
that time the general’s force was so small that he was obliged to
yield to circumstances ; but on receiving reinforcements, he entered
upon full command, and seizing Colonel Fremont, sent him under
arrest to the United States. His trial for disobedience of orders is
«till going on, and elicits considerable public attention.
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fornia, and so0 long the- terror and scourge of Sonora, Sinaloa, and
New Mexico.

«This object accomplished, and impatient of inactivity, and with-
out’ orders, (General Kearny having departed for California,) you
cast about to carve out some new work for yourselves. -Chihuahus,
a rich and populous city of nearly thirty thousand souls, the seat of
government of the state of that name, and formerly the residence of
the captains general of the Internal Provinces under the vice-regal
government of New Spain, was the captivating object which fixed
your attention. It was a far distant city—about as far from St. Louis
as Moacow is from Paris ; and towns, and enemies, and a laxge river,
and defiles, and mountains, and the desert whose ominous name por-'
tends death to tra%ellers— el jornada de los muertos—the journey
of the dead—all lay between you. It was a perilous enterprise, and
a discouraging one for a thousand men, badly equipped, to contem-
plate. No matier. Danger and hardship lent it a charm, and the
adventurous march was resolved on, and the execution commenced.
First, the ominous desert was passed, its character vindicating its
t¥e to its mournful appellation—an arid plain of ninety miles,
strewed with the bones of animals that had perished of hunger and
thirst—little hillocks of stone, and the solitary cross, erected by pious
hands, marking the spot where some Christian had fallen victim of
the savage, of the robber, or of the desert itself—no water—no ani-
mal life—no sign of habitation. There the Texan prisoners, driven
by the cruel Salazar, had met their direst sufferings, unrelieved, as
in other patts of the country, by the compassionate ministrations (for
where is it that woman is not compassionate?) of the pitying women.
The desert was passed, and the place for crossing the river approach-
ed. A little arm of the river Bracito (in Spanish), made out from
its side. There the enemy, in superior numbers, and confident in
cavalry and artillery, undertook to bar the way. Vain pretension !
Their discovery, attack, and rout, were about simultaneous opera-
tions. A few minutes did the work ! And in this way our Missouri
volunteers of the Chihuahua column, spent their Christmas day of
the year 1846.

“ The victory of Bracito opened the way to the crossing of the
river Del Norte, and to admission into the beautiful little town of
the Paso del Norte, where a neat cultivation, a comfortable people,
fields, orchards and vineyards, and a hospitable reception, offered






tosfonquer, and forcing the restitution of captives and of plundered
ﬁ'bpcrty. A strange story this to tell in Europe, where backwoods
character, western character, is not yet completely known. Baut to
the facts. In the muskeet forest of the Bolson de Mapimi, and in
the sierras around the beautiful town and fertile district of Parras,
and in all the open country for hundreds of miles round about, the
savage Camanches have held dominion ever since the usurper Santa
Anna disarmed the people, and sally forth from’ their fastnesses to
slaughter men, plunder cattle, and carry off women and children.
An exploit of this kind had just been performed on the line of the
Missourians’ march, not far from Parras, and an advanced party
chanced to be in that town at the time the news of the depredation
arrived there. It was only fifieen strong. Moved by gratitude for
the kind attentions of the people, especially the women, to the sick
of General Wool’s command, necessarily left in Parras, and unwil-
ling to be outdone by enemies in generosity, the heroic fifteen, upon
the spot, volunteered to go back, hunt out the depredators, and"
punish them, without regard to numbers. A grateful Mexican be-
came their guide. On their way they fell in with fifteen more of
thoir comrades; and, in a short time, seventeen Camanches killed
out of sixty-five, eighteen captives restored to their families, and
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three hundred and fifty head of cattle recovered for their owners,
was the fruit of this sudden and romantic episode.

“Such noble conduct was not without its effect on the minds of
the astonished Mexicans. An official docament from the prefect of
the place to Captain Reid, leader of this detachment, attests the
verity of the fact, and the gratitude of the Mexicans ; and constitutes
a tropliy of a new kind in the annals ofm Here it is in the
original Spanish, and I will read it off in

«ft is officially dated from the Prefecture of the Depurlment of
Parras, signed by the prefect, Jose Ignacio Arrabe, and addressed
to Captain Reid, the 16th of May, and says:

¢ At the first notice that the barbarians, after killing many, and
taking captives, were returning to their haunts, you generously and
bravely offered, with fifteen of your subordinates, to fight them on
their crossing by the Paso, executing this enterprise with celerity,
address, and bravery, worthy of all eulogy, and worthy of the bril-
liant issue which all celebrate. You recovered many animals and
much plundered property, and eighteen captives were restored to
liberty and to social enjoyments, their souls overflowing with a lively
sentiment of joy and gratitude, which all the inhabitants of this town
equally breathe, in favour of their generous deliverers and their va-
liant chief. The half of the Indians killed in the combat, and those
which fly wounded, do not calm the pain which all feel for the wound
which your excellency received defending Christians and civilized
beings against the rage and brutality of savages. All desire the
speedy re-establishment of your health; and although they know
that in your own noble soul will be found the best reward of your
conduct, they desire also to address you the expression of their gra-
titude and high esteem. I am honoured in being the organ of the
public sentiment ; and pray you to accept it, with the assurance of
my most distingunished esteem.

«+¢God and Liberty I’

« This is a trophy of a new kind in war, won by thirty Missou-
rians, and worthy to be held up to the admiration of Christendom.

« The long march from Chihuahua to Monterey was made more
in the character of protection and deliverance than of conquest and
invasion. Armed enemies were not met, and peaceful people were
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himself, your lawful title to the double sobriquet of the geneml,

with the addition to it which the colonel of the expedition has sup-
plied — ragged —as well as rough and ready. No doubt you all

showed title, at that time, to that third sobriguef; but to see you

now, so gayly attired, so sprucely equipped, one might suppose that

you had never, for an instant, been a stranger to the virtues of soap

and water, or the magic ministrations of the blanchisseuse, and the

elegant transformations of the fashionable tailor. Thanks, perkaps,

%0 the difference between pay in the lump at the end of service, and

driblets in the course of it.

“ You arrived in General Taylor's camp ragged and rough, ss
we can well conceive, and ready, as I can quickly show. You re-
ported for duty! you asked for service ! —such as a march upoa
San Luis de Potosi, Zacatecas, or the ¢ halls of the Montexumas,’ or
any thing in that way that the general should have a mind to. If
he was going upon any excursion of that kind, all right. No matter
about fatigues that were passed, or expirations of service that might
accrue; you came to go, and only asked the privilege.

«That is what I call ready. Unbappily the conqueror of Palo
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey, and Buena Vista, was not in
exactly the condition that the lieutenant-general, that might have
been, intended him to be. He was not at the head of twenty thou-
sand men! he was not at the head of any thousands that would
enable him to march! and had to decline the proffered service.
Thus the long-marched and well-fought volunteers—the rough, the
reedy, and the ragged, had to turn their faces towards home, still
more than two thousand miles distant. But this being mostly by
water, you hardly count it in the recital of your march. Bat this
is an unjust omission, and against the precedents as well as unjust.
¢+ The Ten Thousand’ counted the voyage on the Black Sea as well
as the march from Babylon ; and twenty centuries admit the validity
of the count. The present age, and posterity, will include in the
going out and coming in’ of the Missouri Chihuahua volunteers, the
water voyage as well as the land march; and then the expedition
of the One Thousand will exceed that of the Ten by some two
thousand miles. '

 The last nine hundred miles of your land march, from Chihua-
hua to Matamoras, you made in forty-five days, bringing seventeen
pieces of artillery, eleven of which were taken from the Sacramento
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our apies that the enemy, in great force, had fortified the pass of the
Bacramento river, about fifieen miles in advance, and about the
same distance from this city. We were also informed that there
was no water between the point we were at and that ‘oocupied by
the enemy; we therefore determined.to balt until morning. At
sunrise on the 28th, the last day of February, we took up ths lins
of march and formed the whole train, consisting of three hundred
and fifteen heavy traders’ wagons and our commissary and company
wagons, into four columns, thus shortening our line 20 as to make it
more easily protected.

“Weplwedtheamllerylndall thecommnd.oxeept two hun-
dred cavalry proper, in the intervals between the columns of wagons.
'We thus fully concealed our force and its position by masking our
force with the cavalry. When we arrived within three miles of the
enemy, we made a reconnoissance of his position and the arrange-
ment of his forces. This we could easily do—the road leading
through an open prairie valley between the sterile mountains.
The Pass of the Sacramento is formed by a point of the mountains
on our right, their left extending into the valley or plain so as to
narrow the valley to about one and a half miles. On our left was
a deep, dry, sandy channel of a creek, and between these points the
plain rises to sixty feet abruptly. This rise is in the form of a

- crescent, the convex part being to the north of our forces.

“ On the right, from the point of mountains, a narrow part of the
plain extends north one and a half miles farther than on the left.
The main road passes down the centre of the valley and across the
crescent, near the left or dry branch. The Sacramento rises in tho
mountains on the right, and the road falls on to it about one mile
below the battle-field or entrenchment of the enemy. We ascer-
tained that the enemy had one battery of four guns, two nine and two
six-pounders, on the point of the mountain on our right, (their left,)
at a good elevation to sweep the plain, and at the point where the
mountains extended farthest into the plain.

“On our left (their right) they had another battery on an eleve-
tion commanding the road, and three entrenchments of two six-
pounders, and on the brow of the crescent near the centre another
of two six and two four and six culverins, or rampart pieces, mounted
on carriages; and on the crest of the hill or ascent bétween the
batteries, and the right and left, they had twenty-seven redoubts dug






i 90 ' COLONEL DONIPHAN.

¢d during the cavalry charge, and following rapidly on foot, whils
Major Clarke advanced as fast as practicable with the remainder of
the battery, we charged their redoubts from right to left, with a brisk
and deadly fire of rifiemen, while Major Clarke opened a rapid and
well-directed fire on a column of cavalry attempting to pass to our
Jeft 80 as to attack the wagons and our rear.

«The fire was 80 well directed as to force them to fall back ; and
our riflemen, with the cavalry and howitzers, cleared the parapets
after an obstinate resistance. Our forces advanced to the very
brink of their redoubts and attacked the enemy with their sabres.
. When the redoubts were cleared, and the batteries.in the centre
and on our left were silenced, the main battery on our right still
continued to pour in a constant and heavy .fire, as it had dove
during the heat of the engagement; but as the whole fate of the
battle depended upon carrying the redoubts and centre baitery, this
one on the right remained unattacked, and the enemy had rallied
there five hundred strong.

«Major Clarke was directed to commence a heavy fire upon it.
* Lieutenant-Colonels Mitchell and Jackson, commanding the 1st bat-
talion, were ordered to remount and charge the battery on the left,
while Major Gilpin passed the 2d battalion on foot up the rough
ascent of the mountain on the opposite side. The fire of our battery
was 0 effective as to completely silence theirs, and the rapid advance
of our column put them to flight over the mountains in great confasion.

“Thus ended the battle of Sacramento. The force of the enemy
was welve hundred cavalry, from Durango and Chihuahua, with
the Vera Cruz dragoons ; twelve hundred infantry from Chihuahua;
three hundred artillerists, and fourteen hundred and twenty ranche-
ros, badly armed with lassoes, lances, and machetocs, or corn knives;
ten pieces of artillery, two nine, two eight, four eix, and two four-
pounders, and six culverins, or rampart pieces.

« Their forces were commanded by Major-General Hendea, gene-
ral of Durango, Chihuahua, Sonora, and New Mezxico; Brigadier-
General Jastimani, Brigadier-General Garcia Conde, formerly Mi-
nister of War for the Republic of Mexico, who is a scientific man,
and planned this whole field of defence; General Uguerte and Go-
vernor Tria, who acted as brigadier-general on the field, and colonels
and other officers without number. ’

% Qur force was nine hundred and twenty-four effective men; at
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stretching as far to the north and the south as the eye can reach,
forms the western wall (if I may so call it) of the desert valley we
lndcmedyesterday,andiscomposedofmgged,bampahd
dark basaltic rock, sometimes exhibiting misshapen outlines, st
others towering upwards, and displaying a variety of architectunal
forms, representing domes, spires, and turreted fortifications.

% Qur encampment was on the slope of the mountain, and the
valley lay spread out at our feet, illumined sufficiently by the red
glare of the moon, and the more pallid effulgence of the stars, o
display imperfectly its broken and frightful barrenness and its solemn
desolation. No life, except in the little oasis occupied by our camp
and dampened by the sluggish spring, by excavating which with
our hands we had obtained impure water safficient to quench our
own and our animals’ thirst, existed as far as the eye could penetrate
over mountain and plain. There was no voice of animal, no hum
of insect, disturbing the tomb-like solemnity. All was silence and
dearth. The atmosphere, chill and frosty, seemed to sympathize
with this sepulchral stillness. No wailing or whispering sounds
sighed through the chasms of the mountains, or over the gulfy and
waterless ravines of the valley ; no rustling zephyr swept over the
scant dead grass, or disturbed the crumbling leaves of the gnarled
and stunted cedars, which scemed to draw a precarious existence
from the small patch of damp earth surrounding us. Like the other
clements sustaining animal and vegetable life, the winds seemed
stagnant and paralyzed by the universal dearth around. I contem-
plated this scene of dismal and oppressive solitude until the moon
sunk behind the mountain, and object after object became shrouded
in its shadow.

“Rousing Mr. Jacob, who slept soundly, and after him the other
members of our small party, (nine in number,) we commenced our
preparations for the long and much-dreaded march over the great
Salt Desert. Mr. Hudspeth, the gentleman who had kindly con-
ducted us thus far from Fort Bridger as our pilot, was to leave us
at this point, for the purpose of exploring a route for the emigrant
wagons further south. He was accompanied by threc gentlemen,
Messrs. Ferguson, Kirkwood, and Minter. Consequently, from
this time forward, we are without a guide or any reliable index to
our destination, except our course westward uatil we strike Mary's
river and the emigrant trail to California, which runs parallel with



DESCRIPTION OF THE CALIFORNIA DESERT. 193

1t, some two or three hundred miles distant. The march across the
Salt Plain, without water or grass, was variously estimated by those
with whom I conversed at Fort Bridger at from sixty to eighty
miles. Captain Walker, an old and experienced mountaineer, who
had crossed it at this point, as the guide of Captain Fremont and
his party, estimated the distance at seventy-five miles, and we found
the estimate to be correct.

4 We gathered the dead limbs of the cedars which had been cut
down by Captain Fremont’s party when encamped here last au-
tumn, and igniting them they gave us a good light during the pre-
paration and discussion of our frugal breakfast, which consisted to-
day of bread and coflee—bacon being interdicted in consequence of
its incitement to thirst, a sensation which at this time we desired to
avoid, as we felt uncertain how long it might be before we should
be able to gratify the unpleasant craving it produces.

“ Each individual of the party busied himself around the blazing
fires, in making his various little but important arrangements, until
the first gray of the dawn manifested itself above the vapoury bank
overhanging the eastern ridge of mountains, when, the word to
saddle up being given, the mules were brought to the camp-fires,
and every arm and muscle of the party was actively employed in
the business of saddling and packing ¢ with care’——with unusual
care—as a short detention during the day’s march, to readjust the
packs, might result in an encampment upon the desert for the com-
ing night, and all its consequent dangers—the death or loss, by
staying in search of water and grass, of our mules, (next to death
to us,) not taking into account our own suffering from thirst, which,
for the next eighteen or twenty hours, we had made up our minds
to endure with philosophical fortitude and resignation. A small
powder-keg, holding about three or four pints of coffee, which had
been emptied of its original contents for the purpose, and filled with
that beverage made from the brackish spring near our camp, was
the only vessel we possessed in which we could transport water,
and its contents composed our entire liquid refreshment for the
march. Instructions were given to Miller, who had charge of the
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through the canada, (pronounced kanyeads,) or mountain gorgeé, st
the mouth of which we had encamped, and, by a comparatively easy
and smooth ascent, reached the summit of the mountain afier travel-
ling about six miles. Most of us were shivering with cold, until
the sun shone broadly upon us, after emerging by a steep acclivity
from the gorge through whichi we had paseed, to the top of the
ridge. Here we should have had a view of the mountain at the fost
of which our.day’s joummey was to terminate, but for the demee
smoke which hung over and filled the plain, shutting from the
vision all distant objects.

« Bidding farewell to Mr. Hudspeth and the gentleman with him,
(Mr. Ferguson,) we commenced the descent of the mountain. We
had scarcely parted from Mr. Hudspeth, when, standing o one of
the penks, he stretched out his long arms, and with a voice and ges-
ture as Joud and impressive as he could make them, he called to
and exclaimed, ¢ Now, boys, put spurs to your mules, and ride like
h—" The hint was timcly given and well meant, but scarcely
necessary, as we all had a pretty just appreciation of the trials and
hardships before us.

«The descent from the mountain on the western side was more
difficult than the ascent, but two' or three miles by a winding and .
precipitous path, through some straggling, stunted, and tempest-
bound cedars, brought us to the foot and into the valley, where, after
some search, we found a blind trail, which we supposed to be that
of Captain Fremont, made last year. Our course for the day was
nearly due west, and following this trail where it was visible and
did not deviate from our course, and putting our mules into a brisk
gait, we crossed a valley some eight or ten miles in width, sparely
covered with wild sage (artimisia) and grease-wood. These shrubs
display themselves and maintain a dying existence, a brownish ver-
dure, on the most arid and sterile plains and mountains of the desert,

. where no other vegetation shows itself. Afier crossing the valley,
we rose a ridge of low volcanic hills, thickly strewn with sharp
fragments of basaltes and a vitreous gravel, resembling junk-bottle
glass. We passed over this ridge through a narrow gap, the walls
of which are perpendicular, and composed of the same dark material
as the debris strewn around. From the western terminus of this
ominous-looking passage, we had a view of the vast desert plain
before us, which, as far as the eye could penctrate, was of a snowy






at an sppavent dstance of thisty or ferty miles, high isclaied moss-
teims ree abrupdy from the sarface of the plaim. Those on ourkd
wese as white s the ssow-ike face of the desest, snd may be of the
same cumposition, but | am inclined © the belief thet they ase con-
posed of whise clay, or clay and ssnd i -

=The mimge, & benutifal phesomencn 1 have frequently mes-
tisned as exhibiting iteelf wpen cur josrney, here displayed its wos-
derful illanisns, in a perfection snd with 2 maguificence surpassing
suy preseatation of the kind T had previomly seen. Lakes dotied
with shads snd bosdered by groves of gently-waving timber, whose
shady ilets in their bosoms, lxy spread out before us, inviting m
by therr illusory temptations 10 sray from our path and enjoy their
cooling shades amd refreshing waters. These fading away ss we
advanced, besntifal villas, adorned with edifices, decorated with all
the ornaments of suburben architecture, and surrounded by gardens,
shaded walks, parks, and stately avenues, would succeed them,
renewing the alluring invitation to repose, by enticing the vision
wiii more than calypsan enjoyments or elysian pleasures. These
meZing frem our view as those before, in anather place a vast city
with countless cciumned edifices of marble whitenéss, and studded
with domes, spires, and turrezed towers, would rise upon the hor-
zon of the plain, astonisking us with its stupendous grandeur and
sublime magnificence. But it is in vain to attempt a description of
these singular and extraordinary phenomena. Neither prose, nor
poetry, nor the pencil of the artist, can adequately portray their
beauties. The whole distant view around, at this point, seemed
like the creations of a sublime and gorgeous dream or the effect of
enchantment. I observed that where these appearances were pre-
sented in their most varied forms and with the most vivid distinct-
ness, the surface of the plain was broken, either by chasms hollowed
out from the action of the winds, or by undulations formed of the
drifting sands.

« About eleven o’clock we struck a vast white plain, uniformly
level, and utterly destitate of vegetation, or any sign that shrub or
plant had ever existed above its snow-like surface. Pausing a few
moments to rest our mules, and moisten our mouths and throats from
the scant supply of beverage in our powder-keg, we entered upon
this appalling field of sullen and hoary desolation. It was a sceno
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80 entirely new to us, so frightfully forbidding and unearthly in its
aspects, that all of us, I believe, though impressed with its sublimity,
felt a slight shudder of apprehension. Our mules seemed to sym-
pathize with us in the pervading seniiment, and moved forward with
reluciance, several of them stubbornly setting their faces for a counter-
march,

« For fifteen miles the surface of this plain is so compact that the
feet of our animals, as we hurried them along over it, left but little
if any impression for the guidance of the future traveller. It is
covered with a hard crust of saline and alkaline substances com-
‘bined, from one-fourth to one-half of an inch in thickness, beneath
which is a stratum of damp whitish sand and clay intermingled.
Small fragments of white shelly rock, of an inch and a half in
thickness, which appear as if they once composed a crust, but had
been broken by the action of the atmosphere, or the pressure of
water rising from beneath, are strewn over the entire plain and em-
bedded in the salt and sand.

4 As we moved onward, a member of our party in the rear called
our attention to a gigantic moving object on our left, at an apparent dis-
tance of six or eight miles. It is very difficult to determine distances
accurately on these plains. Your estimate is based upon the probable
dimensions of the object, and unless you know what the object is,
and its probable size, you are liable to great deception. The atmo-
sphere seems frequently to act as a magnifier, so much so that I have
often seen a raven perched upon a low shrub or an undulation of
the plain, answering to the outlines of a man on horseback. But
this object was so enormously large, considering its apparent dis-
tance, and its movement forward, parallel with ours, so distinct, that
it greatly excited our wonder and curiosity. Many and various
were the conjectures (serious and facetious) of the party, as to what
it might be or portend. Some thought it might be Mr. Hudspeth,
wwho had concluded to-follow us; others that it was some cyclopean
nondescript animal, lost upon the desert; others that it was the
ghost of a mammoth or megatherium wandering on ¢ this rendezvous
of death 3’ others that it was the d—I mounted on an ibis, &c. Tt
was the generul conclusion, however, that no animal composed of
flesh and blood, or even a healthy ghost, could here inhabit. A
partaer of equal size soon joined it, and for an hour or more they

17+
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alonguhefom,pnlkltom.wbenthydw“
rently behind the horizon.

« As we proceeded the plain gradually became softer, and o
mules sometimes sunk to their knees in the stiff compasition of s,
sand, and clay. The travelling at length became so difficak sl
fatiguing to our animals that several of the party dismounted; {my
self among the number,) and we consequently slackened our hithers
brisk pace into a walk, About two o'clock, P. M. we discoversd
through the smoky vapour the dim outlines of the mountain i fro
of us, at the foot of which was to terminate our day’s march, if we
were 80 fortunate as to reach it. But still we were a long and weary
- distance from it, and from the ¢ grass and water’ which we exbecied
there to find. A cloud rose from the south soon afterwards, accom-
panied by several distant peals of thunder and furious wind, rushing
across the plain, and filling the whole atmosphere around us with
the fine particles of salt, and drifting it in heaps like the newly-
fallen snow. Our eyes became nearly blinded and our throats
choked with the saline matter, and the very air we breathed tasted
of salt.

“ During the subsidence of this tempest there appeared upon the
plain one of the most extraordinary phenomena, I dare to asser,
ever witnessed. As I have before stated, I had dismounted from my
mule, and turning it in with the caballada, was walking several rods
in front of the party, in order to lead in a direct course to the point
of our destination. Diagonally in front, to the right, our course being
west, there appeared the figures of a number of men and horses, some
fifteen or twenty. Some of these figures were mounted, and others
dismounted, and appeared to be marching in front. Their faces and
the heads of their horses were turned towards us, and at first they
appeared as if they were rushing down upon us. Their apparent
distance, judging from the horizon, was from three to five miles.
But their size was not correspondent, for they appeared nearly a»
large as our own bodies, and consequently were of gigantic stature.
At first view I supposed them to be a small party of Indians (pro-
bably the Utahs) marching from the opposite side of the plain. But
this seemed to me scarcely probable, as no hunting or war party
would be likely to take this route: I called to some of our party
Tearest to me to hasten forward, as there were men in front coming
toward us. Very soon the fifteen or twenty figures were multiplied






tne Smoke Ol & urey wlaica appurcnguy uaad just oeen xinaiea, 8s
doubuless it had been, by Indians, who were then there, and bad
discovered our party on the white plain below, it being the custom
of these Indians to.make signals by fire and smoke whenever they
notice strange objects. Proceeding onward, I overtook an old and
favourite pack-mule, which was familiarly called ¢ Old Jenny.’ She
carried our meat and flour—all that we possessed in fact as a suste-
nance of life. Her pack had turned, and her burden, instead of
being on her back, was suspended under her belly. With the good

- sense and discretion so characteristic of the Mexican pack-mule, be-
ing behind and following the party in advance, she had stopped sbe
in the road until some one should come to re-arrange her-cs
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place it on deck instead of under the keel. I dismounted and went
through by myself the rather tedious and laborious process of un-
packing and repacking. This done, ¢ Old Jenny’ set forward upon
a fast gallop to overtake her companions ahead ; and my own mule,
as if not to be outdone in the race, followed in the same gait. ¢Old
Jenny,’ however, maintained the honours of the race, keeping con-
siderably ahead. Both of them, by that instinct or faculty which
mules undoubtedly possess, had scented the water on the other side
of the valley, and their pangs of extreme thirst urged them forward
at this extraordinary speed, after the long and laborious march they
had made to obtain it.

« As I advanced over the plain, which was covered with a thicker
crust of salt than that previously described, breaking under the feet
of the animals like a crust of frozen snow, the spreading of the fires
in the canada of the mountain appeared with great distinctness,
The line of lights was regular like camp-fires, and I was more than
half inclined to hope that we should meet and be welcomed by an
encampment of civilized men, either hunters or a party from the
Pacific bound homeward. The moon rose about nine o’clock, dis-
playing and illuminating the unnatural, unearthly dreariness of the
scenery.

“¢Old Jenny’ for some time had so far beat me in the race as to
be out of my sight and I out of the sound of her footsteps. I was
entirely alone, and enjoying, as well as a man could with a crust
of salt in his nostrils and over his lips, and a husky mouth and
throat, the singularity of my situation, when I observed about a
quarter of a mile ahead of me a dark stationary object, standing in
the midst of the hoary scenery. I supposed it to be ¢ Old Jenny,'
in trouble once more about her pack. But, coming up to a speaking
distance, I was challenged in a loud voice with the usual guard
salutation, ¢ Who comes there ” Having no countersign, I gave the
common response in such cases, ¢ A friend.” This appeared to be
satisfactory ; for I heard no report of pistol or rifle, and no arrow
took its soundless flight through my body. I rode up to the object,
and discovered it to be Buchanan sitting upon his mule, which had
become 80 much exhausted that it occasionally refused to go along,
notwithstanding his industrious application of the usual incentives
to progress. He said that he had supposed himself to be the ¢ last
man’ before ¢ Old Jenny’ passed, who had given him a surprise, and
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where 1 could gratity my desires 1n this respect, they were greatly
diminished. My first care was to unsaddle my mule and lead it to
the stream, and my next to take a survey of the position of our en-
campment. I then procured a cup of muddy water and drank it
off with a good relish. The fires before noticed were still blazing
brightly above us on the side of the mountain, but those who had
lighted them had given no other signal of their proximity. The
moon shone brilliantly, and Jacob, Buchanan, McClary, and my-
self, concluded we would trace the small stream of water until we
could find the fountain spring. After considerable search among
the reeds, willow, and luxuriant green, we discovered a spring.
Buchannan was so eager to obtain a draught of cold pure water,
that in dipping his cup for this purpose the yielding weeds under
him gave way, and he sunk into the basin, from which he was
drawn out after a good ‘ducking’ by one of those present. The
next morning this basin was sounded to the depth of thirty-five feet,
and no bottom found. We named this spring ¢ Buchanan’s Well.’
We lighted no fires to-night, and prepared no evening meal. Wom
down by the hard day’s travel, afier relieving our thirst, we spread
our blankets upon the ground, and, laying our bodies upon them.
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In May, 1845, Fremont received orders from the War Department
at Washington, to pursue his explorations in the regions beyond the
" Rocky Mountains. His force amounted to sixty-two men." One
of the objects contemplated, was the discovery of a new and shorter
route from the western base of the Rocky Mountains to the mouth
of the Columbia river. To accomplish this it was necessary to
journey, for a part of the distance, through the unsettled portions
of California, and a small tract of the inhabited region. He ap-
proached these settlements in the winter of 1845-6, and halting his
command on the frontier, one hundred miles from Monterey, he
proceeded alone to that city, to explain the object of his coming, and
obtain permission to enter the valley of the San Joaquin. This was
granted, but scarcely had he reached the desired spot, than he re-
ceived authentic information, that the Mexican general, Castro, was
Ppreparing to attack him with a large force of artillery, cavalry and
infantry, supposing that, under cover of a scientific mission, Fre-
mont was exciting the American settlers to revolt. The captain did
Dot retreat ; but taking a position on a mountain overlooking Mon-
terey at a distance of about thirty miles, he entrenched it, raised t
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w0 porceive and able $ direct the proper- messtres for ssctmplh
ing such a daring enterprise. On the 11th of June, a:esmveyd
two hundred horess for Castro’s camp, with em efficer amd fourten
men, were surprised and captured by tweive of - LisatenantOslessi
Fremont’s party. On the 15th, st daybresk, the military pest of
Sonoma was surfrised and taken, with sioe brass canmon, twe he-
drdndﬁhylndldmhﬂ.lﬂnﬁ“lﬂ*u
and munitions of war. Leaving a small garrison in Sonmme, Lise-
tevant-Colonel Fremont went to the Sucrwinento to arouse the Ame-
rican settlers: but scarcely had he arrived there, when an sxpes
reached him from the garrison of Sonoms, with inforwnation thet
Castro’s whole force was crossing the bay 1o attack that place. This
intelligence was received in the afternoon of the $3d of Jume, whik
he was on the American fork of the Sacramento, eighty miles from
the Jittle garrison at Sounoms ; and, at two o’cleck on the messisg
of the 85th, he arrived at that place with ninety riflemen from the
American seitlers in that valley. The enemy had net yet appeared.
Scouts were sent out to reconnoitre, and a party of twenty fell in
with a squadron of seventy dragoons, (all of Castro’s force which
had croesed the bay,) attacked and defeated it, killing and wounding
five, without harm to themselves; the Mexican commander, De la
Torre, barely escaping with the loss of his transport boats, and nine
pieces of brass artillery, spiked.

The country north of the Bay of San Francisco being cleared
of the enemy, Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont returned to Sonoma oa
the evening of the 4th of July, and, on the momiug of the 5th,
called the people together, explained to them the condition of things
in the province, and reccommended an immediate declaration of in-
dependence. The declaration was made, and he was selected to
take the chief direction of affairs. The attack on Castro was the
next object. He was at Santa Clara, an intrenched post on the
upper or south side of the Bay of 8an Francisco, with four hundred
men and two pieces of ficld-artillery. A circuit of more than one
hundred miles must be traversed to reach him. On the 6th of July
the pursuit was commenced, by a body of one hundred and sixty
mounted riflemen, commanded by Colonel Fremont in person, who,
in three days, arrived at the American settlements on the Rio de los
Americanos. Here he learnt that Castro had abandoned Santa Clan,
and waf retreating south, towards Ciudad de los Angelos, the seat
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farny-muandtmlmthoehlgumb-tlnm
against me, and which application from him { adopt and maks my
own.
"4, Thuehrgumdspmﬁmmﬂhmblhm“ly
General Kearny, be made out in form sguinst ine, on all the news-
paper pablications which have come, or shall conie 1o the knowlegs
of the office, and on all other information, oral or written. V
« 8. That I may have a trial as soon as the witnesses now in ths
United States can be got to Washington; for, although the testi-
mony of the voice of California, through some of its most respectshls
inhabitants, is essential (0 me, and also that of Commodore Stockién,
who has not yet arrived from that provines, yet I will not wish the
delsy of waiting for theso far-distant witnesses, and will go into trial
on the testimony now in the United States—part of which is in the
state of Missouri, and may require thirty days to get it to Washing-
ton. I therefore ask for a trial at the end of that time.
- «These requests I have the honour to make, and hope they will
be found to be just, and will be granted. I wish a full trial, and &
speedy one. The charges against me by Brigadier-General Keamy,
and the subsidiary accusations made against me in newspapers,
when I was not in this country, impeach me in all the departments
of my conduct (military, civil, political, and moral) while in Cali-
fornia, and, if true, would subject me to be cashiered and shot under
the rules and articles of war, and to infamy in the public opinion.
It is my intention to meet these charges and accusations in all their
extent ; and for that purpose to ask a trial upon every point of alle-
gation or insinuation against me, waiving all objections to forms
and technicalities, and allowing the widest range to all possible tes-
timony. These charges and accusations are so general and exten-
sive as to cover the whole field of my operations in California, both
civil and military, from the beginning to the end of hostilities, and
as my operations, and those of which I was the subject or object,
extend to almost every act and event which occurred in the country
during the eventful period of those hostilities, the testimony on my
trial will be the history of the conquest of California, and the expo-
sition of the policy which has been heretofore pursued there, and
the elucidation of that which should be followed hereafier. It will
pe the means of giving valuable information to the government,
which it might not otherwise be able to obtain, and thus enlightes
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arvest me until the moment of its execution at Fost Leavenwasth, He
then informed me that, among the charges which he had peofecsi,
were mutiny, discbedience of ordezs, assumption of powes, &c.;
and refexred me to your office for perticulars. Accesdingly, I sew
apply for them, and ask for a full and speedy trial; not caly on the
dmguﬁbdb’dumdgmnl.wnallmm-in
lhspubllnmquum

«The private calamity [the severs iliness of his -m.]-u
has this evening obtained for mo permission from the depastment »
visit South Carclins, does not create any reason for postpomemest &
delay of the trial, or in any way intsrfere with the necessary preli-
WIBANES.  C

« Hoping, then, sir, that you will obtain and communicete to me
an early decision of the proper authorities en these requests, [
yomain, &e.”

1. In conformity with the desire of Colonel Fremont, his trial com-
menoed soon after his arrival at the capital, and is still [Jangary,
1848] progressing:

- The following account of the Colonel’s celobrated ride in Cali
fornie, will exhibit his capability of enduring fatigue and hardships:—

«It was at daybreak on the moming of the 22d of Maxrch, that
the party set out from la Ciudad de los Angelos (the City of the
Angels,) in the southern part of California, to proceed in the shortest
time to Monterey, on the Pacific Ocean, distant full four hundred
miles. The way is over a mountainous country, much of it unin-
habited, with no other road than a trace, and many defiles to pass,
particularly the maritime defile of El Rincon, or Punto Gordo, fifteen
miles in extent, made by the jutting of a precipitous mountain inte
the sea, which can only be passed when the tide is out and the sea
calm, and even then in many places through the waves. The towns
of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo, and occasional ranchos,
are the principal ivhabited places on the route. Each of the party
had three horses, nine in all, to take their turns under the saddle.
The six looee horses ran ahead, without bridle or haker, and required
some attention to keep to the track.

“ When wanted for a change, say at distances of twenty miles,
they were caught by the lasso, thrown either by Don Jesus Pico,
or the servant Jacob, who, though born and raised in Washington,
m his long expeditions with Colonel Fremont had become as e%







.

« The cause of the alarm was soon found ; not Indians, but white
bears—this valley being their great resort—encountered some hun-
dred of them before, killing thirteen upon the ground. The che
racter of these bears is well known, and the bravest hunters do not
like to meet them without the advantage of numbers. On discover
ing the enemy Colonel Fremont felt for his pistols, but Don Jesus
desired him to lay still, saying that ¢ people could scare bears,’ and
immediately he hallooed at them in Spenish, and they went off.

by some powerful emotion. He had been calm, composed, quiet, and al-
most silent, under his trial and condemnation, but at the word pardon, a
storm of impetuous feeling burst forth, and throwing himself at the foet
of Colonel Fremont, he swore to him eternal fidelity, and demanded the
privilege of going with him and dying for him.

« Bat it was not all over yet with Colonel Fremont. His own men re-
quired the death of Pico—he had done so much barm, and in fact was
the head of the insurrection in that district, and had broken his parole
The Colonel went among them, and calmed the ferment in his own camp.
He quieted his own men; but others, who were not there, have since
cried out for the execution of Pico, and made his pardon an accusation
against Colonel Fremont. The pacified state of the country will answer
the accusation, and show that it was a case in which policy and humanit
wernt together.”












ADJUTANT-GENERAL JONES.
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Becretary of War, [Mr. Monroe,] warmly recommending Brevet
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones for the full lieutenant-colonelcy of the
24th infantry.

On the 16th of February, 1834, the legislature of Virginia voted
swords to Colonel Jones and his brother of the navy, as proofs of
esteem for their distinguished services. Owing to accidental causes,
this testimonial was not presented to the colonel until February
224, 1841.

Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Jones remained with his compeny
from December, 1815, until August, 1818, and the admirable con-
dition to which be brought it is still remembered in the service. It
excelled in all that constitutes a model corps. August 10th, 1818,
he was appointed adjutant-general of the Northern Division, with
the brevet rank of colonel. He remained in this capacity until
1821, when, notwithstanding the reduction of the army, he was
retained with his full lineal rank, and assigned to the 3d regiment
of artillery. While yet a captain in the line, he was appointed
[March 7th, 1625] adjutant-general of the United States’ army,
with the rank of colonel. On the 17th of February, 1827, he was
promoted as major of the 2d artillery in the regular line. In 1820
he received the brevet of colonel, [ranking from September 17th,
1824,] and on June 171h, 1832, he was raised to brevet brigadier-
geveral, which rank he now holds in the military service.

In October, 1844, Brigadier-General Jones, Lieutenant-Colonel
Mason, and Governor Butler, Cherokee Agent, were constituted by
the President a commission to the Cherokees, in order to invest and
report upon the causes and extent of the discontents and difficulties
among them. The report which, as president of the commission,
General Jones drew up, was able and conclusive, eventuating in the
formal pacification of the Indians.

General Jones has now been adjutant-general of the army for
more than twenty years. A glance at the army regulations will
show, that his office is one of the principal military bureaus of the
war department. Its civil and ministerial relations to the head of
the department are numerous, weighty, and often confidential ;
whilst in all organizations of the general staff’ of the army, it occu-
pies a position, as regards matters purely military, of the first im-
portance.  As the chief of staff to the commander of the ar
adjutant-general is charged with all orders, military correspor
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than double its previous number; the raising, organizing, and send-
ing to the field fifty thousand volunteers; the legislation necessary
to meet the change from peace to war, and to place the enlarged
military establishment upon the proper basis; the voluminous and
highly important orders and correspondence indispensable to such a
state of affairs, has each received due attention at his hands.
no small share of the efficiency of our armies in Mexico results from
the skilful administration of Adjutant-General Jones.









LIEUTENANT CHRISTOPHER CARSON.

Tur famous Christopher Carson was born in Kentusky, in
1810, but in the following year his father removed, and settled in
Missouri. In this wilderness young Carson remained unt!) he ar-
rived at the age of fifleen, when he joined a trading party destined
for Santa Fé. Afier roaming over the vast phins beyond the Mis-
souri, he reached New Mexico after various adventures, and was
employed as teamster in the copper mines of Chihuahna.

When seventeen years old, he made his first expedition as a
trapper. The party proceeded to the Rio Colorado (California),
met with numerous hardships and adventures, and had several bat-
tles with the Indians. It returned, however, safely to Taos, New
Mexico ; and soon after “Kit”’ joined another party, to visit the head-
waters of the Arkansas. After this he passed cight years as a trap-
per among the Rocky Mountains and in Oregon. Here he became
noted as a successful hunter, an unfailing shot, an unerring guide,
and a brave, sagacious, and steady warrior. Al one time, with a
party of twelve, he tracked a band of nearly sixty Crows, who had
swolen some of their horses; cut loose the animals, which were tied
within ten feet of a strong log fort belonging to the Indians, attacked
them and made good his retreat with the horses—a friendly Indian
bringing away a Crow scalp as a trophy. In a combat with the
Blackfeet Indians, Careon received a rifle-ball in his left shoulder,
breaking it; but excepting this he has escaped the manifold dan-
gers to which- he has been exposed without serious injury.

Colonel Fremont owed his good fortune in procuring Carson’s
services, to an accidental meeting on a steamboat above St. Louis—
neither having ever before heard of the other. It was at the com-
mencement of Fremont’s first expedition. Carson ¢ with
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08 LIZUTENANT CARBON.

the Tiamaths saw him fall, they ran; but we lay, every man wath
bis rifie cocked, until daylight, expecting another attack.

“In the morning we found by the tracks that-from ffisen o °
twenty of the Tlamaths had attacked us. They bhad killed three
of our men, and wounded one of the Delawares, who scalped the
chief, whom we left where he fell. Our dead men we carried o
mules; but, after going about ten miles, we found it impossible ©
get them any farther through the thick timber, and, finding a secret
place, we buried them under logs and chunks, haviog no way to
dig a grave. It was only a few days before this fight that some of
these same Indians had come into our camp; and, althpugh we bed
ouly meat for two days, and felt sure that we should have © et
mules for ten or fifteen days to come, the colonel divided with thesm,
and even bad a mule unpacked to give them some tobacco and
knives.” :

The party then retraced its way ioto California, and two days
after this rencontre they met a large village of Tlamaths-—more than
a hundred warriors. Carson was ahead with ten men, but one of
them having been discovered, he could not follow his orders, which
were to send back word and let Fremont come up with the rest in
case they found Indians. But as they had been seen, it only re-
mained to charge the village, which they did, killing many, and
putting the rest to flight. The women and children, Carson says,
we didn’t interfere with; but burnt the village, together with
their canoes and fishing-nets. In a subseqguent gncounter the same
day, Carson’s life was imminently exposed. As they gallopped up,
he was rather in advance, when he observed an Indian fixing his
arrow to let fly at him. Carson levelled his rifle, but it snapped,
and in an instant the arrow would have pierced him, had not Fre-
mont, seeing the danger, dashed his horee on the Indian and knocked
him down.

The hostile and insulting course of Castro drew Fremont into
retaliatory measures; and, aided by the American settlers, he pur-
sued the Mexicans for some time ; but being unable to make them
stand and fight, they always flying before him, the flag of indepen-
dence was raised at Sonoma, on the Gth of July, 1846. Learning
soon afier of the existence of the war, the American flag was
promptly substituted, and the party proceeded to Monterey, where
they found the fieet under Commodore Sloat already in possession.
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Castro, with his forces, had retreated before Fremont, and, to pre-
vent their escape into Sonora, Colonel Fremont with a hundred and
sixty men, was offered the sloop of war Cyane to carry them down
to San Diego and facilitate the pursuit, as he hoped by that means
to intercept Castro at Pueblo de los Angelos. Then Carson, for the
first time, saw the blue ocean, and the great vessels that, like white-
winged birds, spread their sails above its waters. The vast prairies,
whose immense green surface has been aptly likened to the sea,
together with all objects ever seen upon it, were familiar to him;
but it proved no preparation for actual salt water, and the pride and
strength of the backwoodsmen were soon humbled by the customary
tribute to Neptune. The forces were landed, and raised the flag at
San Diego, and then they.proceeded jointly to the capital, Cindad
de los Angelos, where, although from the detention at sea, Castro
had escaped, American authority was also established.

From this point, on the 1st of September, 1846, Carson, with
fifteen men, was despatched by Fremont with an account of the
progress and state of affairs in that distant conquest. Carson was to
have made the journey from Puebla to Washington city and back
in one hundred and forty days. He pushed ahead accordingly, not
stopping even for game, but subsisting on his mules, of which they
made food as the animals broke down in the rapidity of the journey.
He had crossed the wilderness, as he expected, in thirty days,
when, meeting with General Keamy’s company, within a few days
of Santa Fé, he was tarned back by that officer, to whose orders he
believed himself subject, and with infinite reluctance resigned his
despatches to another, and returned to guide Kearny’s command
into Califqnia.

General Kearny entered California without molestation until the
fight of San Pascual; an official account of which has been pub-
lished. In the charge made upon the Mexicans, Carson, as usual,
was among the foremost, when, as he approached within bullet-
range of the enemy, who were drawn up in order of battle, his horse
stumbled and fell, pitching him over his head, and breaking his
rifle in twain. S8eizing a knife, he advanced on foot, until he found
a killed dragoon, whose rifle he took, and was pressing on, when he
met the mounted men returning from the charge, the Mexicans hav-
ing gallopped of. At the instance of Carson, the American party
then took possession of a small rocky hill, near the scene of the bat
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Leaving the froutier seitlements of Califiisia on the S06th of Feb-
reary, Cerson ‘arrived in St. Louis about the middie of Mey—
wmaking the journey, sotwithstanding the inclemensy of the sciem,
ﬂnmbbdmmdmbyldhi'&uum'
time than # was ever before accomplished.

Carson subsequently visited Washington, where he received frem
President Polk a commission of lieutenant in Fremont's rifle regi-
ment, in reward for his num~:rous services.

THE END.






Hinds' Farriery and Stud-Book—New XEdition.
FARRIERY,

TAUGHT ON A NEW AND EASY PLAN,

BEING A TREATISE ON THE

DISEASES AND ACCIDENTS OF THE HORSE;

Instructions to the Shoeing Smith. Farrier,and Groom. preceded by & Popular Descrip-
tion of the Animal Functions in Health, and how these are 1o
be restored when disordered.

BY JOHN HINDS, Veterinary Surgeon.
‘W ith considersble Additions and Improvements, particularly adapted to this Country
BY THOMAS M. SMITH,
Veterinary Surgeon. and Member of the L.ondon Veterinary Medical Society.
WITH A SUPPLEMENT:

COMPRISING
An Fesay on Domestic Animals, elpecmllx- the Horse ; with Remarks on Treatmentand
Breedi her with T g and Racin 'l‘.blu, showing the best umeoca

Record, at one, two. three, and four niile heats; pedigrees of Winning
Horses, since 1630; and of the most celebrated Mallions and
Mares: with Useful Calving and Lambing

Tables, &c. &¢.
BY J. 8. SKINNER,

Editor now of the Farmer’s Library, New York ; Founder of the American Farmer, 12
1¥19; and of the Turf Register and Sporung Magazine, jn 1929 : being the first
Agricultaral and the firsi 8porting Periodicals established in the
United States.

THE PUBLISHERS NAVE RECEIVED NUMEROUS FLATTERING NoTICFS of the great
practical value of these works. The distinguiehed editor of the American Far-
mer, speaking of them, observes—¢ Weo cannot too highly rccommend these
books, and therefore advise every owner of a horse to obtain them.”

¢ There are receipts in those books that show how Fouxper may be cured,
and the traveler pursue his journey the next day, by giving a tadlespoonful of
alum. This was got from Dr. P. Thornton, of Montpelier, Rappahannock
County, Virginin, an founded on his own obscrvation in several cases.”

¢t The constant demand for Masox AnNp HiINDs’ FARRIER, has induced the
publishers, Messrs. Grice, ErLior & Co., to put furth new editions witha ¢ Sve-
PLEXENT of 100 pages, by J. 8. SKINNER, Esq. We should have sought to
render an acceptable service to our agricultural readers, by giving a chapter
from the Supplement, ¢ On the relauons between Man and the Domesuc Ani-
mals—especially the llorse—aund the obligations they impose;* or the one on
¢ The Form of Animals,’—but that either one of them would overrun the space
here allotted to such subjects.”

* LIST OF MEDICINES,
And other articles which ought to be at hand about every training and livery
stable, and cvery Furmer’s and Breeder's establishment, will be found in
theso valuable works.”’

RUWENB“GM’S NATURAL HISTORY.

In Two BEATTIFUL VOLUMES WORTHY OF THE HIGHEST COMMENDATION.
They embrace elements of Anutomy und Physio’ogy. Mammaloegy. Ormithology. Her-
to!c.qy, Conchology, Entomology. Hotany and Geology, each of ‘wlich D.v.s'ons of
tence is treated of inthe most masteriy yet sunple munner, on the burisof a eetof

work « ordercd und approved by the Royal Council of Public Instruction in France.
The nuthor hus done lus work well. and 1 highly complimented by the most d-stin-
ixhed scholurs in the country. The work is n text-Look n the Philadelptia High
hool. It 18 splendidly illustrated, and parents couid nut do better than 10 preeent the.t
children with this book in preference 10 those of a more trivial cheracter. combining as
it does amusement with imporiant instruction. Any one of the works may be had
separately.






THE Wﬁlﬂl WORKS OF ROGERS, CAMPBELL, MONTGOMERY, LAMB,

AND KIRK WHITE.
Tomplete in 1 Vol. 8vo.; with 8 beautiful engravings,

S The beauty, correctness and convenience of tbll favorite edition of thess
standanll suthors are so well known, that it is scarcely necessary to add a word
In its favér. It is only necessary to say, that the publishers have now issued an
fligstrated edition, which greatly enhances its former value. The cngravinga
are excellent and well selected. It is the West library edition extant.

MILTON, YOUNG, GRAY, BEATTIE, AND COLLINS’
POETICAL WORKS.
s Complete in 1 Vol. 8vo.; with 8 beaotiful engraviags. |

HEBER, POLLOK, AND CRABBE’S POETICAL WORKS.
Complete in 1 Vol. 8vo.; with 6 beantiful engravings.

- A wllh:‘:n the Bouon Traveller holds the following language wilk refarence 1o thess
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lrldinr-l , without any idea of ns. 10 say a word or two the *Li.
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oertainl ing’into sideratio elegant manner in which §t is.| pmued, and the
® Seasonsule price at which it is aforded to purchasers, tho best edition of the moderm
Dnmh Poets that has ever been published thiuulwy hebwl-. is an oclavo
of abodt 500 s, double columns, lwyped,an accompaniod with fine engravings,
ené bi oal sketches, and most of them are reprinted from Galignani's French
edition. Ano m vdu wp need only mnuoa lbl.l it contains the entite works of Most-

c«u II-.K r, Thomeon, Milson. Ymmen.
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SELECT AND POPULAR QUOTATIONS,
¢ WHICH ARE IN DAILY USE: !

TAKEN FROM THE LATIN, FRENCH, GREEK, SPANISH AND
ITALIAN LANGUAGES;

- TOSETHER WITH A COPIOUS COLLECTION OF LAW MAXINS AND LAW TERNS
Trenslated into English, with illustrations, Historical and kdiomatic.

New American edition, corrected with additions.
- Ome Vol. 13mo. .

This volume comprises & copions colloction of legal end other terms, whick®
are in common use, with Kaglish translations and Historical Illustrations, aid |
we should judge its author had surely beea to a great ¢ Foast of Languages,”
and stole all the scraps. A work of this character shodld have an extensive

¢ it entirely obviates a scrious difficulty in which most readers are involved

frequent occurrence of Latin, Greek, and French passages, which we
pose are introduced by authors for a mere ahow of learning—a difficulty very
lexing to readers in general. This ¢¢ Dictionary of » concerni

“which too much cannot be said in its favor, oﬂ‘gtnlz removes the dificulty,

and gives the reader an advantage over the author, for we believe a majority

are themmlves i ant of the meaning.of the.tarms they employ—rvery few
truly learned autl will insolt their readers by imtroduciag n or French
quotations in their writings when ¢ Plain English’? is just as good ; but we will
* not enlarge on this point.

If the book is useful to thoso unacquainted with other languages, it is no less

Juable to the classically ed d as a book of refereace, and answers all the
purposes of-a Lexicon—indeed, on many accounts, it is better. It saves the
trouble of tombling over the larger volumes, to which every one, and especially
those engaged in the Légal Erofession, are very often subjected. It should

.have s s in every library in the couptry.
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Family Prayers and Hymns
ADAPTED TO FAMILY WORSHIP, AND TABLES FOR THE
REGULAR READING OF THE SCRIPTURES.

BY REV. S. C. WINCHESTER, A. M.,
Late Pastor of the Sixth Preabyterian Church, Philadelphia; and the Presbyte-
rian Church at Natchez, Miss.
One Folume, 13mo.

THE WESTERN MERCHANT.

A NARRATIVE

CONTAINING USEFUL INSTRUCTION FOR THE WESTERN MAN OF
BUSINESS, WHO MAKES HIS PURCHASES IN THE EAST;

ALSO.
INFORMATION FOR THE EASTERN MAN WHOSE CUSTOMERS
ARE IN ‘THE WEST: LIKEWISE HINTS FOR THOSE WHO
DESIGN EMIGRATING TO THE WEST: DEDUCED
FROM ACTUAIL EXPERIENCE.
BY LUKB SHORTFIELD, A Western Merchant.
In One Volume, 12mo.

This is a new work and will be found very interesting to the Country
Merchant, &c. &c.

A sprighily, pleasant book, with a vast amount of information in a very agreeabis
shape. 5-:-;::-.--. Love and Religion are all discussed, and many proper sentiments ex-
pressedan regard w each. The = moral® of the work 18 summed up i the following coa-

cluding xenmienees: ¥ Adhere steadtastly 10 your business; adhere steadfustly o your
fieat love; adhere stendtnstly to the chureh.”

To Carpenters and Mechanics.
Just PPublished.

A NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION OF THE

CARPENTER’S NEW GUIDE,
BEING A COMPLETE BOOK OF LINES FOR
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY,

Treating fully on Prucucal Geometry . Satlivs Brick and Plaster Groins. Niches of every
deacription, Sayv-Loghts. Lines tor Rooss and Domes. with a great variety of Designs
for Rouis, Trussed Girders, Fiours, Domes, Br:dees. &c., Angle Bars for Shop
Froms, de., and Rakieg Mouldings.

ALSO,

Additiona! Plans for various Stuir-Cpsee, with the Lines fur producing the Face and Fall-
ing Moulds, never beiore puu.shed, and greatly superior o those given in
a formner edit.on of this work.

BY WILLIAM JOHNSON,

ARCILTECT, OF PHILADKLPUIA,

THE WHOLE FOUNDED ON TRUE GEOMBTBICAL PRINCIPLES;
TIHE THEORY AND PRACTICE

Well explnined aud ful'y exems litied. on e-ghty-three Copper_ Plates. including some
Observationg and Calenlut:ons on the $trength of Timber.
BY PETER NICHOLSON,
Author of *The Carpenter mind Jomers® Ass siant,” = The Student's Instructor to the
Five Orders.” &e.
‘Thirteenth Edition. 1 Vol. 4to.
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AN ETYMOLOGICAL
DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE,

Contaming the Radicals and Definitions of Words derived from the Greek, Latin, and
French Languages; and all the g_enenllg'.uled Technical and Polite Phrases adopted
from the French and Laun. Designed chiefly as a Book of Reference for profess-onal
men. and the curious in Literature, in explaining Words and Phrases, the origia of
which requires much Historical uud Philosophical Resesreh; and adapted also 1 te
used as an Academical Clase Book. By WILLIAX GRiMsiaw. author of a History of
the Uimted States, History of England, France, &e. Third edition, carefully Revised
and Fularged. In 1 vol. 12ino,

The Life of
GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR,

COMPRISING A NARRATIVE OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH HIS
PROFESSIONAL CAREER. AND AUTHENTIC INCIDENTS
OF HIS FARLY YEARS.
BY J. REESE FRY AND R. T. CONRAD.
WITH AN ORIGINAL AND ACCURATE PORTRAIT, AND ELEVEN ELEGANT ILLUSTRA-
TIONS, BY DARLEY.
In one handsome 12mo. volume.

Tt is by far the fullest and most interesting biography of General Taylor that we have
ever seen — Richmond (Whig) Chronicle.

On the whole. we are satisfied that this volume is the most correct and comprehensive
one yet published —Hunt"s Merchants' Magazine.

“ The superiority of this edition over the ephemeral pulilications of the day consisis
in fuller and more authente accountsot his family; his early life and Indian wars. The
narrat:ve of his proceedings in Mexico is drawn partly froin relimble private letters, but
ehliefly from his own oflic.a! correspondence.

It formsa a cheap. subsianiai and aractive volumne. and one which <hould be read
at the fireside of every famuily who des:re a faithfu! and true life of the Oid General
N. B. Be careful 10 order Grigg, Elliot & Co.’s Illustrated Editions of those works.

JUST PUBLISHED,
INlustrated Editions of the following ¥YWorks:

GENERAL TAYLOR AND HIS STAFF;

COMPRISING MEMOIRS OF GENERALS

TAYLOR, WORTH, WOOL AND BUTLER:
COLS. MAY, CROSS, CLAY, HARDIN, YELL, HAYS,

AND

OTHER DISTINGUISHED OFFICERS ATTACHED TO GENERAL TAYLOR'S ARMY.

INTERSPERSKED WITH
NUMEROUS ANECDOTES OF THE MEXICAN WAR,
AKD
PERSONATYT, ADVENTURES OF THE OFFICERS.

Compiled from I"ublic Documents and Private Correspondence.
WITH

ACCURATE PORTRAITS, AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS.

In One Yolume, 12mo.
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